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 Grandin Gazette 
 

 

CELEBRATING OUR CHARISM 
The month of February was full of faith, fun and friends. 
Thank you so much to parents who volunteered for Día 
Grandin and our Shrove Tuesday breakfast. These special 
days builds fond memories of Grandin for all the children. 

March marks the beginning of the Lenten season. As we 
prepare our hearts for Easter, the children will be making 
Lenten promises – either giving up something (fasting) or 
committing to a new positive action (almsgiving). Of course, 
prayer is also an important part of our Lenten journey. Many 
classes are enjoying our new chapel – a place for peaceful 
prayer. 

March is another short month, with March 20th being the last 
day of school before spring break. Parents are encouraged 
to join us for Demonstration of Learning on March 19th. School 
resumes on Monday, March 30th this year.  

It seems the school year is flying by. The many positive 
comments we received at our recent Open House make us 
so proud of our students, staff and parents. Registrations for 
kindergarten are strong. Grandin families are encouraged to 
contact the office right away if siblings are joining our school 
next year. We still need to hear back from about 1/3 of our 
students as to whether they are remaining at Grandin. This is 
very important as we make staffing decisions for next year this 
month. Please be sure to complete the registration survey if 
you haven’t already done so. 

As we begin the prayerful season of Lent, we give thanks for 
our wonderful community and ask God to keep kindness, 

mercy and forgiveness in our hearts. 
 

Lorelei Hironaka               Amanda Hammermeister 
  Principal                                                      Assistant Principal  

MAY WE JOURNEY THROUGH LENT WITH THE RESOLVE OF THE LION AND THE FAITH OF THE LAMB 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Grade 3 CCAT Exams 

Monday, March 2 
To Friday, March 6 
 

Gr 4-6 Skiing to Snow Valley 
Monday, March 2 
 

Alberta Musical Theatre 
Sleeping Beauty - School Gym 
Thursday, March 5 
 

World Day of Prayer 
Friday, March 6. 
 

School Council/Society 
Tuesday, March 10 
 

Robogals – after school 
Wednesday, March 11 
 

Hot Lunch – Pizza 73 
Friday, March 13 
 

Book Fair 
Tuesday, March 17 
Thru Thursday, March 19 
 

Demo of Learning 
Full Day of School 
Thursday, March 19 
4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.& 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 

Early Dismissal at 11:28 a.m. 
Before Spring Break 
Friday, March 20 
 

Spring Break 
Monday, March 23 
Thru Friday, March 27 
 

Classes Resume 
Monday, March 30 
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DÍA GRANDIN AND PINK SHIRT DAY! 
Students and staff were treated to 
a full day of cultural experiences 
on Friday, February 14th. Grade 4 
to 6 students had a choice of 
sessions and could be found 
snowshoeing and playing disc golf, 
salsa dancing with Yuri, learning to 
play the spoons with Mme D’Astous 
and making incredible masks with 
Senora deMerchant. 

Early Learning classes and Grades 
1 to 3 experienced a mix of activities including 
Lumberjack games, spoons, salsa, face 
painting and creating an Ojo de Dios craft. 

All classes treated their taste buds with maple 
syrup on a stick and churros. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our masks were displayed 
at the Art Gallery! 

Celebrating our cultures with la tire and churros! 
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We also dedicated part of the day to discuss the importance of Pink Shirt Day and to spread 
kindness by making paper heart chains.  

A huge thank you to the Grandin Fundraising Society for funding all the activities and treats. Also, 
Día Grandin could not run smoothly without the help of our many parent volunteers. We are so 
appreciative for your help!  
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MALICOUNDA DRUM RESIDENCY 
We were so excited to welcome back Louise Raymond for a second weeklong residency. 
Students practiced songs in both French and Spanish and experimented with a variety of 
instruments and rhythms. The teachers even got to join Louise for a session after school. It was a 
great experience tapping into their creativity! Thank you, Mme Louise, for sharing your passion, 
creativity and expertise with all Grandin staff and students. 
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STUDENTS VERSUS STAFF VOLLEYBALL GAME 
Our volleyball team marked the end of the season by challenging the teachers to a match. 
The final score was “fun, fun, fun!” Thanks to our students who cheered on both teams in the 
spirit of good sportsmanship! Thanks to Mme D’Astous for keeping our intramurals going 
during the long winter months…and for being such a great referee! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRADE SIX BOOKSALE 
As part of the fundraising efforts for their Birch Bay camping trip in May, Grade 6 students collected 
used books from school and families to sell on the gym stage. The students were responsible for 
creating advertisements, presenting to the classes, organizing the books and keeping track of the 
money. Thank you to all students who brought money to purchase books to add to their personal 
library. Over 200 used books have found new homes!  
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SNOW VALLEY! 
Each year, our grade 4-6 students get the opportunity to ski and snowboard at Snow Valley. 
This year, the weather has been perfect for this special day! Many thanks to the parents who 
were able to accompany us on this fun fieldtrip. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Allow participants to practice a healthy and fun physical activity.
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SHROVE TUESDAY AND ASH WEDNESDAY 
OUR LENTEN JOURNEY BEGINS 
Children enjoyed pancakes throughout the morning on Shrove Tuesday. Thanks to our dedicated 
parents who always show up early to cook pancakes for all 351 students! 

This year, our grade 3 French Immersion class also hosted retired priests and nuns for a special 
Shrove Tuesday breakfast in the library. Students had written Christmas cards to these seniors and 
have since developed a great relationship with them all. The Sister Servants of Mary Immaculate 
travelled all the way from Mundare to meet the children in person. 

At the end of breakfast, the priests and nuns sang a blessing over our grade three students – a very 
beautiful gift for our grade three students who were fantastic hosts – serving their guests with poise 
and gracious hearts. 
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We welcomed back Father Simmy from his trip to India and New York. We are always blessed to 
have Basilica staff lead us into Lent. Our grade three students did a wonderful job once again 
creating a meaningful Ash Wednesday celebration – including practicing musical pieces on the 
handbells. 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 

         9844 – 110 Street, Edmonton, AB T5K 1J2      780 482-3676     www.grandin.ecsd.net 

OUR STAFFING FOR NEXT YEAR 
Please be sure to complete the registration survey so that we can make informed decisions about 
staffing during the month of March. We still need to hear from about 100 students. 
If you are undecided whether or not you will be returning to Grandin, please email Mme Hironaka 
at Lorelei.Hironaka@ecsd.net so we can take this into account. Many thanks! 
 

http://bit.ly/Grandin20202021 
 
ALBERTA MUSICAL THEATRE COMPANY 
Grandin students will enjoy the Alberta Musical Company 
(formerly Alberta Opera) presentation of Snow White on Thursday, 
March 5th here in our own school gym. 
Grandin students will have the opportunity to be part of the cast 
and crew!  
 

DEMONSTRATION OF LEARNING AND BOOK 
FAIR! 
Of course, faith and learning come first at Grandin. Teachers are 
very busy assessing children as this reporting period finishes up. 
Please ensure that your children attend school regularly, as they 
cannot miss out on important learning experiences they cannot 
easily make up on their own. 
 
Parents are reminded to check their child(ren)’s Power School account for ongoing updates on 
their academic achievement. Please take time to review this important information with your 
child before attending our Demonstration of Learning evening on Thursday, March 19th. School 
will dismiss at 3:15 p.m. on this day, as all of Edmonton Catholic Schools switches our early 
dismissal day for the Friday before Spring Break begins. School will resume on Monday, March 30th  
 
Demonstration of Learning is a time to 
celebrate the accomplishments your child 
has made this term. Please do not hesitate to 
make an individual appointment with your 
child’s teacher if you need to discuss any 
specific concerns you may have in a more private setting. However, teachers are in classrooms 
to answer broader questions, explain curriculum, etc. as needed on the night of Demonstration 
of Learning. Don’t hesitate to interact with teachers…we are all here for the children! 
 
Our second book fair of the year will also run from Tuesday to Thursday the week of 
Demonstration of Learning, and be open to families on the evening of March 19th.  

 
  

mailto:Lorelei.Hironaka@ecsd.net
http://bit.ly/Grandin20202021
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YOU ARE INVITED TO JOURNEY TO EASTER  
WITH SAINT JOSEPH BASILICA 
PARISH COMMUNITY 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Tuesday, March 3rd  
is our DAY OF CONFESSIONS within our archdiocese.  

A number of priests will be available to hear confessions throughout the day from 9a.m. to 9 p.m.  
Please consider taking advantage of this opportunity to encounter God’s grace and mercy. 

No Greater Love 
Thousands sought Jesus during his life. Only a few followed him to Calvary. What will you do? 
Filmed on location in the Holy Land, NO GREATER LOVE is a biblical pilgrimage that reveals 
Christ’s amazing love for us. Bestselling author, Dr. Edward Sri guides you through the last hours of 
Christ’s life. You will walk step by step with Jesus from the Garden of Gethsemane to Mount 
Calvary. Every step of the way, Old Testament prophesies, messianic expectations, biblical 
symbolism and historical context shed light on the mystery of Christ’s suffering and death. 
Experience a deeper understanding and appreciation of God’s immeasurable and 
unconditional love for you and grow closer to Jesus. This five-part offering is an ideal Lenten 
journey. We will be meeting on Thursday evenings, March 5th through to April 2nd from 7:00pm – 
8:30pm in the Parish Office Boardroom 
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HELPING YOUR CHILD AT HOME 
 

Rhyme Time 
 
Find some time to rhyme! How? 

• Include rhyme in your conversation:“Let’s go to the… lark, the mark, the dark… how 
about the park?” 

• Read picture books to your children. Pay attention to the rhymes. Leave off the last 
word and let your children guess the word! 

Dr. Seuss is the rhyming master. All of his books include fun and engaging rhymes.  

Other great books that include rhyme:  

o Something From Nothing by Phoebe Gilman 
o Each Peach Pear Plum by Janet and Allan Ahlberg 
o The Magic Hat by Mem Fox 
o Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein (and most children’s poetry 

books…) 

• Play rhyming games while you’re in the car or setting the table. How long can you 
keep the rhyme going? - sight, might, fight, light, bright, etc. 

• Play word-based board games: Mad Gab, Guess Who, Taboo Junior,  Scattergories, 
Bananagrams, Scrabble Jr. or, simply use the letter tiles within the games to create 
rhyming words. 

 
 
  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Social Justice Update 
LET US LOVE, NOT WITH WORDS BUT WITH DEEDS – POPE FRANCIS 

STUDENT FAITH DAY CANDLES AT THE EDMONTON GENERAL 
Back on Student Faith Day on November 
8th, students in Grades 1 to 3 were invited to 
spread their light by creating candles with 
messages of hope and love to be shared 
with the residents of the Edmonton General. 
Wenda Solomans, Chaplain at the 
Edmonton General, collected the candles 
and used them on their main bulletin boards 
in the lobby to spread light during the 
darkest month of January. Residents were 
invited to choose a candle to keep with 
them and the residents were so 
appreciative. This activity was a great way 
for Grandin students to spread their light and 
loving faith to others in the community.  

GRADE ONE FOOD BANK UPDATE 
To celebrate 100 days of school on February 6th, students from class 1A came up with the idea 
to gather 100 cans of beans and soup to donate to the Edmonton Food Bank. Students made 
posters and a counting board to keep track of their cans. The whole school was invited to join in 
and class 1A was so thrilled to collect 243 cans! They received a special certificate from the Food 
Bank for their efforts! 

A huge thanks to Mme Joosse for bringing the items to the Food Bank and to Mme Subhedar for 
facilitating the drop off. A final thanks to  Mme Champagne for instilling a spirit of giving in her 
students. Great work 1A!  
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Preparing for the Future! 
 

Opportunities for Grandin Students to Get Ready for the World of Work  
 

ROBOGALS ARE BACK IN MARCH! 
The University of Alberta Robogals are coming back to Grandin on Wednesday, March 11th . The 
session will run from 3:15 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Both boys and girls from grades 3-6 are welcome to 
attend. Please sign up as soon as possible at: 

http://bit.ly/Robogals3 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 HISTORICA CANADA CONTEST 
Students in grade 5/6 French are preparing videos for the Historica Canada contest. This contest, 
sponsored by the Government of Canada in partnership with Canadian Parents for French, helps 
students reflect on bilingualism and its impact on their lives. 
We hope that once students have completed their videos, we will be able to share them on 
Grandin Broadcast!  

Gratitude Corner 
Many thanks to Maurizio Campano for his leadership in a 

campaign that raised over $40 000 to renovate our kitchen! 
A committee headed by Wendy Bosch is working with ECSD 

Facilities staff to design a fabulous kitchen that will serve 
Grandin students and families for a long time. 

http://bit.ly/Robogals3
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Grandin Clubs and Teams 
THIS YEAR WE WILL AGAIN BE OFFERING MANY LUNCH HOUR (AND A FEW AFTER SCHOOL) CLUBS FOR THE 

CHILDREN. KEEP WATCHING THIS PAGE FOR UPDATES AND NEW OPPORTUNITIES 

HARITAGE DANCE CLUB 
This club began recently for students in grades 5 and 6 – on Fridays during the noon hour. It is very 
popular and will be expanded for other grades to join on Tuesdays at noon. Our teacher-volunteer, 
Aura Rodrigues, invites both boys and girls to come and learn traditional Latino dances. 

CHESS CLUB 
Chess Club is back at Grandin! Students from Kindergarten to Grade 6 can join by completing the 
sign up form. This is a Club that runs on Tuesday noons and Thursdays after school (11:30 a.m. 
dismissal). There is a fee for the club, which is run by chess teacher Richard Pua. Please contact 
your classroom teacher if you would like a form. 

ROBOTICS CLUB 
Mme Karam is starting up our robotics club again this term. Students meet on alternate 
Wednesdays (interchanging with Numero Club). Great fun and logical reasoning is already 
happening in the school library. Come and join the fun and learning! 

DRAWING CLUB 
Mlle Maissa, our French Language Monitor, has started an Art/Drawing club for grades 1-3 during 
Monday lunch recess, and for grades 4-6 on Fridays during lunch recess. We are rotating students 
through the club so everyone has a chance to participate. 

BOOK CLUB 
A group of students wrote Mme Hironaka about creating a “book club”, where they would read 
their favourite chapter books, and discuss them with other students. Sister Katherine is now 
supervising the club who are ready one of the titles in this year’s Young Readers Choice Award 
book list! This club will run on Fridays during the afternoon recess. 

ENVIRONMENT CLUB 
Our Environment Club does an excellent job looking after the many plants that have brightened 
the halls and rooms of our school. Señora Obén supervises this club, which teaches our students 
about being good stewards of our world. 

NUMERO CLUB 
This popular club is back, alternating with Robotics on Wednesdays in the library. Grandin will be 
participating in the school division’s Numero Challenge again this year on May 13th. Time to brush 
up on those math facts!  
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Grandin School Parent Council 

Grandin School Fundraising Society 
 

 
The next meeting of both our parent organizations was be 
held on Tuesday, March 10th. Come and find out about the 
many school spirit and fundraising events that are upcoming! 
 
School Council Executive: 
Co-chairs: Christie Oswald and Kristin Zelyck 
Vice-chair: Sarah Bisbee 
Secretary: Caitlin McElhone 

 
Fundraising Society Executive: 
Chair: Andrea Boehm 
Vice-Chair: Kristen Zelyck 
Treasurer:  Desiree Thomas 
Secretary: Caitlin McElhone 
 

 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Next Meeting 
Tuesday, March 10 at 6:00 p.m. 

Please join us if you can! 

 

MEETING DATES 
6:00 PM START 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8  

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 

TUESDAY, MARCH 10 

MONDAY, APRIL 6 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20 
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Hot Lunch 
 

Healthy Hunger Fridays 
Each  month there will be one or more Hot Lunches available to be ordered online. These lunches 
are delivered to the school and the children get to enjoy a nice hot meal.   Lunch are ordered 
online. 
  
To sign up and order, go to:  
ww w.healthyhunger.ca  
or call 1-800-818-6260 or 780 800-5588.  
  
We are listed under “E” for Ecole/Escuela Grandin.  
1. Register Student 
2. Login and add your children to the account 
3. View all upcoming lunch dates 
4. Place order and make payment online 

   

 

 

 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

Volunteers are needed to deliver hot lunch each month. 
If you are able to volunteer on the day of hot lunch 
between 12:05 p.m. and 12:45 p.m., please click the "I 
can volunteer" checkbox when ordering your child's hot 
lunch. Or, send a text to 780 220 7976 

Many thanks to Sonja Martens for organizing these special 
lunches—and giving parents a well-deserved break every few   

DATES 
Boston Pizza 
Friday, October 11 
 
Subway 
Friday, October 25 
 
Mucho Burrito 
Friday, November 8 
 
Mary Brown’s 
Friday, November 22 
 
Tim Horton’s 
Friday, December 13 
 
Opa! 
Friday, January 10 
 
Pasta Pantry 
Friday, January 24 
 
Pita Pit 
Friday, February 7 
 
Pizza 73 
Friday, March 13 
 
Swiss Chalet 
Friday, April 3 
 
Pressed The Sandwich Co 
Friday, April 24 
 
TBD 
Friday, May 22 
 
TBD 
Friday, June 12 
 
 

http://www.healthyhunger.ca/
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Your Feedback is Appreciated 

Win Lunch With the Principal 
Now Go Online and Submit This Form 

http://bit.ly/2kIq9b5 
 

If you read this newsletter, print, sign and return this form to your child’s teacher. Your child will be 
entered to win a lunch with the principal, Mme Hironaka. 

Child’s Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Class: _____________________________________________________________ 

Parent Signature: __________________________________________________ 

We welcome your feedback. Please write us and share what you like, what you would like to see 
in the future, what you hope for our school!  

 
 
 

http://bit.ly/2kIq9b5
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