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 Grandin Gazette 
 

 

LEARNING AND FAITH CONTINUE AT GRANDIN 
Grandin School is more than just the grand old building that we 
are used to meeting in each day. Grandin School is the spirit of 
all our students, staff and parents who make our community so 
extra special. In this way, Grandin School is still strong and 
vibrant – a place for us to come together (online!) to celebrate 
learning and faith. 

This newsletter is a special edition. We want to highlight some 
of the great work students and teachers continue to do at 
Grandin, as well as ensure that students engage fully in online 
learning experiences. Read on for some great tips to make 
learning from home a success in your family. 

Our Maintenance department is taking advantage of the 
empty hallways and classrooms to move ahead with planned 
renovations. When children return to the building, there are lots 
of wonderful surprises waiting for them! Read on to find out 
more about these exciting changes to our historic building. 

Many thanks to our Multidisciplinary Team who have provided 
great resources for this newsletter to help families deal with the 
challenges and uncertainties of these times. We will get 
through this. We are an important part of God’s plan. 

As we celebrate the 50 days of Easter, we count our blessings 
amid the challenges, spreading joy and hope in the Risen 

Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lorelei Hironaka                   Amanda Hammermeister 
Principal                                                          Assistant Principal  

IMPORTANT DATES 
BookSale – Barefoot Books 

Friday, April 17 
To Friday, May 8 
 
 

School Council/Society 
Executive Meetings 
Tuesday, May 5 
 
 

Mother’s Day 
Sunday, May 10 
 
 

Volunteer Appreciation Day 
Wednesday, May 13 
 
 

Victoria Day 
Monday, May 18 
No Online Classes 
 
 

World Catholic Education Day 
Thursday, May 21 
 
 

Mathematica Contests 
Friday, May 22 
 
 

Mass for Mary 
Tuesday, May 26 
Posted in Google Classrooms 
 
 

School Supplies Due 
Monday, June 8 
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TIPS FOR GETTING THE MOST OUT OF REMOTE LEARNING! 
1. Ensure that your child does some schoolwork each day, rather than one huge 

catch-up session at the end of the week. 

Our remote learning format means that teachers are “chunking” lessons. These 
lessons often build upon each other and allow children time to process the 
learning. The lessons need to be done in order. If you try, for example, to get your 
child to write a story, without having first done a brainstorming, storyboard, first draft 
and edit, then he/she has really missed out on the “learning”, and has only 
produced a product.  

Try to designate a specific time/place for schoolwork to build healthy routines and help your 
child keep on track! 

2. Read the Slides/View the ‘Daily Lesson Video’ before tackling assignments 

Trying to complete an assignment without first reading the Google Slide presentation or 
viewing the Daily Lesson video can be problematic. The slides/videos contain the directions 
for completing the assignment. Going directly to the assignments can be frustrating as the 
instruction students need to complete the work are on the slides/video. 

Some teachers post these instructions in the Stream section (1A, 1B, 2B, 3A, 3B, 4A, 5B, 56A), 
other teachers post directions in the Classwork session (100V, KFrench, KSpanish, 2A, 4B, 6B). 

In either case, follow the teacher’s instructions as to the pacing and order of assignments. 

3. Make sure your child is the one doing the work 

Part of the art and science of teaching is knowing how to “help” a student without doing the 
work for them. Jumping in and correcting your child’s work for them gives them the implicit 
message that you don’t think they are capable. The best way to help your child is by 
providing timely, specific, qualitative feedback. Pose questions, show them strong and weak 
examples, ask them how they think they can improve their work. Our teachers are also 
providing your child with on-going feedback using different strategies. 

4. Put LEARNING before marks 

Please do not be overly concerned about your child’s “marks”. It is learning that is important, 
which happens with or without final grades. Teachers have taken much care to ensure that 
the lessons provided cover learning that will ensure your child’s success in the next grade. 

Students will still receive a Summary Report (formerly report card) at the end of June. New 
grades since March 20th will only appear in Spanish/French, Math and English. Teachers 
record all assignments as they are completed. However, we also realize many families are 
under extreme pressure. Ensuring your child reads, reads, reads, and does some math are 
what to focus upon if completing assignments is overwhelming. 

Parents have always been the primary 
educators of their children. However, with 

remote learning, parents are now even more 
involved in the day to day learning of their 

children. This can be challenging, we know. 
Teaching is complex…. 

To help out, we included information below that 
might help navigate the new way we deliver 
learning remotely.  We have also set clear 
expectations for our students’ online behaviour, 
ensuring their safety and teaching them good 
citizenship skills. 
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GOOGLE CLASSROOM AND TEAMS 
We know that a lot of information was sent your way in March and the beginning of 
April. Here again are links for parents that may help navigate TEAMs and Google 
Classroom, the two main platforms used for online learning. 

Both these programs require your child to sign into a CHROME browser            with their 
ECSD email and password. 

Your child’s ECSD email is their 7-digit student number and the extension as shown below. 

1234567@school.ecsd.net 

Their password varies. If you have forgotten it, please allow ECSD staff to reset it.  

Both TEAMs and Google Classroom can often be downloaded onto a device as APPs. These 
versions usually have more functionality that the web-based versions. 

 

Instructions for Google Classroom 

Instructions for TEAMs 
 

mailto:1234567@school.ecsd.net
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1U9tYak-L_1Qgli6snfuMSHgPp8db7ICFRdvrnKcmR6c/present?slide=id.g4f60ec15fb_1_0
https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/D0044/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B1fc8a358-9f87-4a85-ad69-04526751d580%7D&action=view&wdSlideId=271&wdModeSwitchTime=1588096483636
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STAYING SAFE ONLINE 
Online learning has allowed us to review digital citizenship skills with our students. 
These are important life lessons at any time. Please remind your child of the 
Responsible Use Agreement your family agreed to upon registering in Edmonton 
Catholic Schools. 

In addition, Grandin School has developed more specific guidelines around the use of 
technology during remote learning. 

 

1. Children must be supervised by a Grandin staff member when 
using TEAMs under their ECSD email. 
 

2. TEAMs and Google Classroom Posts are to be used for learning 
purposes only. 
 

3. Students/Parents may not make recordings of TEAMs meetings, or 
re-post student work/comments/images from Google Classroom 
on social media platforms. 

 
Sadly, we have had incidents when students have connected on TEAMs without staff supervision. 
Although TEAMs was selected to limit access to users with an ECSD email, this meant that students 
were conversing with unknown students from other schools. 
Please take time to speak to your child about how “the internet is forever”, in the words of one of 
our Technology Services managers. Any “chat” that they start in TEAMs is recorded and archived 
in ECSD files. If they engage in discussions without supervision, their right to access technology such 
as the ECSD Microsoft 365 suite (TEAMs, Word, PowerPoint, etc.) may be revoked. 
Teachers are allowed to record TEAMs meetings but must alert all participants that they are being 
recorded. This is to allow for students who may have been “absent” to review lessons later. 
 

 
 
Parents are encouraged to use a different platform such as ZOOM, or to sign into TEAMs with a 
non-ECSD email, for connecting socially with classmates at their non-ECSD email address. 
Parents are also encouraged to email or phone teachers with questions or concerns, rather than 
conversing on TEAMs. As the written chats in TEAMs are archived, this is a much more confidential 
way to communicate with teachers. 
Most teachers prefer to answer your questions about assignments or technology during their 
“office hours”, which are posted in their Google Classrooms. This helps make their days less chaotic 
and helps them manage the many demands of online learning. Thank you for your patience as 
they work hard to design lessons, work online with students and respond to your questions. 

https://sites.google.com/ecsd.net/parenting-digital-students/home
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WISE WORDS FROM OUR  
EMOTIONAL-BEHAVIOURAL SPECIALIST 
KATE DANE 
Here is a wonderful chart you can use with 
your child to remind them about how to be a 
great Grandin digital citizen. 
Many thanks to Kate for her support and many 
tips for staying safe and healthy – even online. 
Other members of our Multi-disciplinary team 
are hard at work with our youngest learners in 
100 Voices and Kindergarten – Alison Kist (SLP) 
and Shradha Kwong (OT). 
Malisa Morris (FSLW) is helping families 
connect to the community resources they 
need during this difficult time. 
Our wonderful Ms. Marnie (TA-OT) is a warm, 
familiar face for many students. We are so 
blessed to have her support each day. 
 

WHAT ABOUT MY CHILD’S MARKS? 
 

All across the province, educators are discussing the solution to “final grades” for this 
school term. As family situations vary greatly, and because it is time-consuming to 
ensure accurate assessment of learning in remote learning, Edmonton Catholic 
Schools has set the guidelines below for both summative (final grades) and formative 
(progress checks) at the elementary level for the remainder of the school year. 

o Given the minimized time provided for instruction and the challenges with remote learning, 
teachers will cover fewer outcomes.  If we consider that approximately 30% of the year 
remained when classes closed, teachers will be able to only cover 10-15% of their 
remaining curricula. 

o 2-3 summative assessments in math/language arts which represent 10-15% of the 
remaining outcomes in the year.  Summative assessments should be indicative of significant 
learning spanning more than one outcome.  Grading worksheets or other low-level 
activities for summative marks is discouraged. 

o 3-5 progress checks in math/language arts (elementary) or math/science/ELA/social (junior 
high) before the end of the year.  

o 2-3 progress checks in any other subject areas 
 

Teachers are still making entries in PowerSchool. You will find that many assignments are 
ungraded – simply marked “completed” or not. You can continue to check your child’s progress 

using PowerSchool. A Summary Report, aka report card, will be provided at the end of June 
which will cover all outcomes assessed during the entire school year. 
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SINCERE THANKS TO OUR SUPPORT STAFF 
We wish to thank our wonderful support staff who have had to leave our school temporarily due 
to cutbacks in these uncertain times. We wish you God’s peace and look forward to welcoming 
you back when regular school resumes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER CELEBRATION – THE MONTH OF MARY 
Many thanks to Father Paul for his wonderful Easter message. Families can be on the look out 
next month for special celebrations for Mother Mary during the month of May. These will be 
posed in Google Classrooms for easy access. 

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION – MAY 
13TH 
A favorite springtime event for Grandin staff is when we have 
the opportunity to gather our volunteers and thank them in 
person to show our deep appreciation. Grandin is so vibrant 
and filled with a great sense of community because of all our 
wonderful families and volunteers! As we cannot gather in 
person this year, we have found a virtual way to thank our 
volunteers. Please look out for a slide presentation that will 
be shared with all families on Wednesday, May 13th.  

REGISTRATION - SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
It is already the time of year to think about the next school term! If you haven’t notified us yet, 
you are officially registered at Grandin for the 2020-2021 school year. Please let us know if your 
child will not be returning to Grandin, if you haven’t already done so. Our class line ups look 
great so far for next year, adding additional classes in grades 1 and 2 in both Spanish and French 
to reduce class size! 

School supply lists will go out in the month of May and orders are due on June 8, 2020 through 
PowerSchool. 
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FEE REFUNDS 
Parents will receive refunds for bus passes already paid, as well as any fieldtrips that have 
been paid for through school fees. These funds will be credited to your ECSD account for the 
2020-2021 school year. Many thanks to Mme Colleen for sorting through our finances so 
efficiently! 
 

BAREFOOT BOOKS BOOKSALE 
As announced on Google Classrooms, Barefoot Books is holding a special online book sale for 
Grandin students! Shipping is free, and Jen always has such beautiful books! 
 
 

ACCESS Books HERE 

 

  

https://www.barefootbooks.com/buy-barefoot/buy-barefoot-january-2020


 

         9844 – 110 Street, Edmonton, AB T5K 1J2      780 482-3676     www.grandin.ecsd.net 

CONNECTED AND LEARNING! 
Teaching and learning continue at Grandin! Many thanks to our hardworking students and 
parents who are making the best of learning from home. It is amazing how adversity breeds 
creativity. Here are just some of the ways that classes are continuing at Grandin…. 

This month, we will highlight work in our 100V to grade 3 classrooms. Tune in next month to be 
wowed by our Grade 4-6 classes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students are making their 
own Mat Man using 
household objects! 

Mme Amanda does daily live lessons with her students! They read 
stories, play games and demonstrate learning activities to try at home. 

Miss Ashley continues to spin her magic. Children take a 
break, following Miss Ashley through the FOCUS sequence.  

Students order household 
objects from shortest to 

tallest. Great work Jayda! 
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In Spanish Kindergarten, 
a different student 

records a Show and Tell 
every day! Here is Henry 
telling his classmates all 

about his doll! 

Students are exploring how to compare 
the mass of different objects. 
Wonderful work Miguel! 
 

 

Señora Maria ends each day with a 
picture memory of all the fun the class has 

had together. 
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Mme Lisa reads The Parable of the Lost 

Sheep – just like her students are sitting on 
the carpet in class! 

 

French 
Kindergarten 

celebrated 
Earth Day on 

April 22nd! 
Mara made a 

beautiful 
drawing of 

how she can 
help take 

care of the 
Earth 

 

French Kindergarten 
created beautiful art 
projects to celebrate 
Easter. Beautiful work 

Sanya! 
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Students celebrated Palm Sunday by 
creating a picture of Jesus entering 

Jerusalem. Great job, Kaya! 

Mme Champagne teaches her lessons to a 
different group of “students” 😊😊 Her puppets, 
balloons and such keep students engaged! 

Students from 1A have written beautiful prayers to 
begin each day. 

Mme Champagne is such a learner 
herself! She caught on so quickly to 
online platforms like Google 
Classroom…and is now finding great 
applications like Jamboard to share with 
her colleagues. Merci, Mme, for your 
expertise and wise leadership. 
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Senora Aviles has recreated her daily calendar 
routine at home 

 Students are practicing their Spanish alphabet 
sounds by learning sign language! Senora gives 
them riddles at the end of each lesson and students 
have to guess whose name she spelled. 

 Students responded to a story 
they read aloud by practicing 

drawing an animal of their 
choice. Great drawing Erik! 

 

Class 1B celebrated Earth Day 
and Camille and Tessa made an 
Earth collage with items from their 
house! 
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Mme Natalie is modeling how to 
ask different types of questions 
and then the students record 
videos asking each other 
questions using Flipgrid. Students 
love watching their classmates’ 
videos in this safe, closed 
environment! 

Mme Natalie’s students 
continue to learn how 

to group objects to find 
out “how many”, 

building the foundation 
for strong addition and 

subtraction skills. 
  

Using manipulatives and 
images helps students 

build conceptual 
understanding for 

lasting learning! 

Students are planning out their 
narrative stories in French. Looks 
like a great plan, Jax! We can 
hardly wait to read your story!  
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Señor Rivas uses Screencastify to read stories aloud with his students. 
It is just like being in class with him! 

Students continue practice their 
writing by responding to great 
writing prompts in their online 

journal. How would you answer 
this question? I would say, “rice”!  

Señor Rivas’ math lessons 
continue to be amazing. 
He uses the electronic 
white board to make 
ideas clearer for his 
students as he talks!  
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Mme Ariane shares pictures from 
her childhood. Then her students 

share something similar using 
Flipgrid or Screencastify. 

Hey, Mme Ariane has hardly 
changed at all over the years!   

Even Mme Ariane’s mom 
joined in our remote 

learning. She read a very 
special story to the class 

this week. No wonder Mme 
Ariane is such a wonderful 

teacher –  
Ça tient de famille!  

Rory shared a video 
explaining how to make 
on of his favourite dishes – 
morning eggs!   

Students begin the morning 
writing intentions for their prayers 
throughout the day. A great 
shared writing platform and a 
great reminder of the importance 
of prayer in our lives.  
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Señora Emmy greets her 
students every day with a lovely 
morning message of hope!  
Students know their teachers 
continue to be there for them, 
each and every day. We miss 
you! But you are always on our 
minds 😊😊 

Señora Evelyn has set up a mini 
classroom in her home. She is all set to do 
the calendar routine with students.  
Our educational assistants have been a 
tremendous support. Gracias & Merci. 

Julieta is able to 
join her class 
online from 
Chile! 
Her break times 
seem to be a 
little more 
picturesque 
though. 
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Mademoiselle Maissa continues her great work with Grandin students, including the ever-popular 
Art Drawing Club. Mlle Maissa provides important practice for French Immersion students so they 
can keep up with their oral skills and reading. We are so blessed to have Mlle Maissa this year 
from the Odyssey Program. 
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Grandin School Parent Council 

Grandin School Fundraising Society 
 

 
The next meeting of both our parent organizations will be 
held on Tuesday, May 5th. Come and find out upcoming 
projects for next year and get answers to your online learning 
questions! 
 
School Council Executive: 
Co-chairs: Christie Oswald and Kristin Zelyck 
Vice-chair: Sarah Bisbee 
Secretary: Caitlin McElhone 

 
Fundraising Society Executive: 
Chair: Andrea Boehm 
Vice-Chair: Kristen Zelyck 
Treasurer:  Desiree Thomas 
Secretary: Caitlin McElhone 
 

 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Next Meeting 
Tuesday, May 5th at 6:00 p.m. 

Join the TEAMs meeting by signing up at: 
https://bit.ly/Grandin0520 

 

Please join us if you can! 

  

 

MEETING DATES 
6:00 PM START 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8  

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 

TUESDAY, MARCH 10 

MONDAY, APRIL 6 

TUESDAY, MAY 5 

https://bit.ly/Grandin0520
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Your Feedback is Appreciated 
Now Go Online and Submit This Form 

http://bit.ly/2kIq9b5 
 

If you read this newsletter, print, sign and return this form to your child’s teacher. Your child will be 
entered to win a lunch with the principal, Mme Hironaka. 

Child’s Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Class: _____________________________________________________________ 

Parent Signature: __________________________________________________ 

We welcome your feedback. Please write us and share what you like, what you would like to see 
in the future, what you hope for our school!  

 
 
 

http://bit.ly/2kIq9b5
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