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October 2021

Message from our Holy Cross Administration

Mme Marlene Forest-Wallace Mme Paula Borges-Couture 
Principal  Assistant Principal

After a beautiful, busy September, October has arrived with vibrant fall colors and 
cooler weather.  We have been blessed with a wonderful start up and re-entry to 
school this September as our student and staff adjust to a "new normal".  We are 
well into the routines of school and our students have settled into the business of 
learning.

This fall, there are many reasons for the staff at École Holy Cross to be thankful.  
We are abundantly thankful for being reunited with our students once again.  We 
are grateful for our families who have been supportive since our school re-entry.  
We are grateful for the words of kindness that we receive every day from our 
parent community.  We are grateful for our bus drivers who bring our students 
safely to school.  We are grateful for our custodians who ensure that our school is 
safe for our school family.

On Monday October 11th, we will pause and take time from our busy lives to 
celebrate Thanksgiving. a day when we humbly count our blessings and give 
thanks for the bounty we enjoy.

May God's blessings be with you and your family during this time of Thanksgiving 
and throughout this school year.  On behalf of the staff here at École Holy Cross 
we wish you a Happy Thanksgiving!
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ORANGE SHIRT DAY 
 On September 29, 2021, students and staff at Ecole Holy Cross we wore our orange shirts to acknowledge 

Canada’s Indigenous history and remember all the children and families whose lives were irrevocably 

changed through the tragedy that is to be found in residential schools. It is a time to honor those who 

survived, and to remember those who did not. Students participated in learning activities and discussions 
 about the importance of this day to show that we are committed to the principle that Every Child Matters. 

 

COVID PROTOCOLS
Alberta Health Services continues to update and clarify information in their K-12 School Re-
entry plan.  Thank you to our parents and students who continue completing the self-
assessment questionnaire at the beginning of each day.

2021 TERRY FOX School Run 
This year, while adhering to physical distancing measures, 
each classroom participated in the Terry Fox Run on our 
school field on October 1st. Students brought “Toonies for 
Terry”. Collectively, they raised just over $1229.50 in 
donations for the Terry Fox Foundation. We are very proud 
of our students who continued the legacy of Terry’s dream. 
Terry once said, “Anything is possible if you try.” 

https://www.alberta.ca/k-to-12-school-re-entry-2020-21-school-year.aspx#toc-3
https://www.alberta.ca/k-to-12-school-re-entry-2020-21-school-year.aspx#toc-3
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CUSTODIAN Recognition Day 

October 2, 2021 is National Custodian Recognition day, a day in which students and staff at 

Ecole Holy Cross show recognition and appreciation for our custodial team.  We recognize 

Tesfaye Hunde, Sancho Fabregas and Allan Pallera who work tirelessly every day to 

ensure the smooth operation of our school. On this day, we say “Thank-you” and show 

gratitude for our custodial team who help to maintain our school and our grounds to be safe 

and look good everyday. 

October 4 - 8 Read In Week
Read-In-Week is an opportunity for the students to listen to stories read by gueats.  This year, 
read in Week 2021 will be virtual, and we are proud to build and enhance both personal and 
community relationships through literacy and the love of reading.  Edmonton Catholic 
Schools has prepared videos that include read alouds from our Board of trustees, Bishop 
Motiuk, chief Superintendent Robert martin, and Deputy Superintendent Tim Cusack.
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World TEACHERS Appreciation DAY       

Teachers play an important role in the lives of our students. 

Since 1994, parents and students from around the world have 

celebrated World Teacher’s Appreciation Day to commemorate 

the work and their contributions to society. Our teachers have 

worked diligently to ensure that this year’s re-entry was a smooth one for our students. On 

October 5th, take the time to let your child’s teacher know that he or she is appreciated!    

THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION  

October is also a month for the celebration of Thanksgiving and students will have many 

opportunities to reflect on the things in their lives for which they are most thankful. A 

Thanksgiving Liturgy of the Word will be celebrated virtually with all classes on 9th. 

Thanksgiving- Monday, October 11 

There will be no school on this day.  Our Ecole Holy Cross Staff 

would like to wish your family a Happy Thanksgiving and a safe 

and bountiful holiday weekend! 

Jr High PD Day - October 12th - No School for Jr High Students

Faith Development Day - October 18th - No School for Students
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EMERGENCY PROCEDURES PRACTICES 
Student safety is very important to us. Practices of emergency 

procedures, including school lockdowns, are scheduled during the year 

so students are familiar with expectations. We will be having three fire 

drills and one lockdown practice this fall. In the two fire drills that we 

have had so far, the students evacuated the school in an orderly and 

timely manner.  As to ensure staff and students are fully prepared, we will practice a fire drill 

without warning in the next few weeks. 

Crusaders Athletics
Congratulations to our Cross Country 
Team who competed in the City 
Championships on September 23rd.  

Congratulations to both our boys’ and girls’ soccer 
teams that make it into the quarter final 

championships. t 

Our boys’ and girls’ volleyball teams are just 
getting underway. We wish them the best of 

luck in their season. 
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This  narrative is accompanied by soft gray illustrations in pencil and in watercolor. This 
picture book is wonderful for teaching resilience and it incorporates the idea that positive 
outcomes in any challenging situation are always possible. After the class read aloud, 
students were welcomed to participate in using a growth mindset to come up with positive 
solutions to common problems that we face. Here are just a few samples of their wonderful 
creations displayed in our common spaces in hallways throughout the school.

School Theme Picture Book for 2021-2022
All staff welcomed our beautiful students to a brand-new exciting school year this September! 
The Administrative team, Mme Marlene Forest-Wallace and Mme Paula Borges- Couture 
visited every class to bring the school opening assembly to them. In addition to many topics of 
information that was shared, students were introduced to the new theme book for this year. 
Ecole Holy Cross has selected the picture book “What do you do with a Problem?” by Kobi 
Yamada.

All students in Kindergarten to grade 9 enjoyed listening to this book as a class community. 
This book was selected to inspire children to feel good about themselves and encourage a 
growth mindset in each one of, student and adult alike. The book introduces a child struggling 
with a problem and avoiding it as it continues to grow and get bigger. Finally, the child faces it 
and learns what looked like something negative - really holds a positive outcome. 
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Grade 5A

Grade 3A 
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Grade 2B 

Grade 2A

Grade 1A
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Our math grade 7 students 
have demonstrated their 
analytical skills by working 
collaboratively in teams as 
well as acquiring an 
understanding of addition 

and subtraction of integers, concretely, pictorially and 
symbolically (using algebraic tiles, numerical lines and mental 
calculation). They learned how to solve problems using the above-
mentioned methods. 

Our math grade 8 students had 
the opportunity to learn 
practically how to use algebraic 
tiles in class to multiply and 
divide integers, concretely, 
pictorially and symbolically. 
They participated in group 
activities to prove and 
demonstrate what they have 
learned using numerical lines. 
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Our math grade 9 students have put a lot 
of effort to determine the surface area of 
composite 3-D objects to solve 
problems. They learned how to calculate 
the surface areas of rectangular prisms, 
triangular prisms, cubes and cylinders 
applying different formulas for 2D and 
3D objects. 

GRADE 7  
HONOURS WITH DISTINCTION 

Darby Fedoruk 
Piper Le  

2020-2021 HONOURS 

Rosheen Abarca  
Avrin Bautista  

Sylvie Berg  
Sadie de la Cruz  
Gabrielle Francis  
Isabella Gonzales  
Cierra Henderson  

Abigail Holt  
Nèves Kim  

Elizabeth Perunouski 
Joshua Russo  

Milena Stojanov  
Daniel Topczewski  

GRADE 8  
HONOURS WITH DISTINCTION 

Dylan Gaba   
Martin Merritt 
Robert Merritt  
Quinn Murphy  

2021-2022 HONOURS 

Marilyn Akabogu  
Antonio Avendano 

Stella Bazos  
Ginger Brown  
Mason Chin  

Margaret Chinedu  
Elie Estigoy  

Andrew Fares  
Henry Markovich  

Dawson Michl  
Benjamin Nash  

Christina Ngandu  
Nathan Power  
Rikeiria Senior  

Amor Smith  

GRADE 9  
HONOURS WITH DISTINCTION 

Julianne Burlet 
Ela Norris   

Arthur Witte  

2021-2022 HONOURS 

Karin Bachouti  
Gabriela Barreiro  

Jacob Burlet  
Ousman Djibril  

Quinn Hall  
Michael Kearney  

Sara Liden  
Julia Martin  
Luka Michl  
Anna Park  

Claire Quesnel  
Marc-Andrei Ragasa 
Rose Riesen-Savard  

Avery Rowley  
Joseph Russo  
Megan Stoik  

Congratulations to our 2020-2021 Honours Recipients
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Information regarding St John the Evangelist Parish may be found here. https://
stjohnevangelist.edm.caedm.ca/ 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstjohnevangelist.edm.caedm.ca%2F&data=04%7C01%7CNatalie.Walsh%40ecsd.net%7Cb5136a701b5a4c05ff0908d9877010e2%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637689737651850183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=RQ7cNWFlCe6BccwJ2Pl%2FiPeih%2FPOPDHF6E9QFtWD4Mk%3D&reserved=0
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