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September 2021   
 

Message from our Holy Cross Administration
We would like to welcome everyone back to the start of a new school year. We are excited to 
see all the beautiful children and their families. As we begin to transition our lives back into 
routines we embrace the opportunity upon us with a hope that each member of our 
community has grown spiritually, academically, and physically. Throughout this year, we 
hope that all parents will find opportunities to share their gifts and talents in assisting our 
teachers with several activities both in and out of the classrooms. You are your children’s first 
teacher and with your support, our goal is to provide your children with the best possible 
educational experience. We provide programing that will challenge, encourage, inspire and 
prepare our students for the demands of the twenty-first century. 

As a Catholic school community, we continue to set our minds on Christ; for it is in Christ that 
we find our hope, our peace, and our joy in times of trouble. In preparing for the upcoming 
school year, we know that we remain faced with the dynamic and complex challenges of 
Covid-19. Together, we will do our utmost to mitigate risks, and offer the best quality 
Catholic education possible.  

We are excited to start the school year offering opportunities in a faith-filled and Christ 
centered environment. 

Mme Marlene Forest-Wallace Principal 
Mme Paula Borges-Couture   Assistant Principal 

School Hours 
Grades 1 to 9 
8:20am: First bell 

8:25am: Second bell, classes begin: 

3:05pm: Dismissal except and 12:00pm dismissal on Thursday 

Kindergarten – 8:20 – 11:20 am – Morning Program 

Kindergarten operates on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.  No class on Thursday. 
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We hope everyone had the opportunity to enjoy the exceptional weather this summer and we 
look forward to hearing about our students’ summertime adventures.  We will continue to 
modify our protocols as the situation evolves with the guidance of AHS and the Division. 
The school start will be similar as last year when finding your child’s class teacher.  

Instructions for September 1st 2021 - First day of School 
All students are directed to meet staff in the back field north of the park. 

• Student will meet/locate their homeroom teacher in the backfield.
• Student will line up with their classmates and will enter their school through their 

designated entrance/ exit with their homeroom teacher.
• Parents can follow the classes to the door but are not able to enter the school.  This will 

allow the students to quickly adjust to the routines of the school with their peers. The 
goal is to create confident, independent, responsible students.

• Before the students enter the school, they must put on their masks which are to be 
worn in all common areas (hallways, washrooms, library, assemblies, vestibule area, and 
celebrations).

• All students will sanitize their hands and proceed to their classroom.
• Mask mandatory for all students K-9.  Please ensure your children bring a mask to 

school.  Students can opt to not wear masks outdoors, but it is recommended

As of September 2nd, buses cohort one at a time into and off buses at door #4. 

Exit doors for pick up at end of day. 
Door # 2 – Grade 2B, Grade 3A, Grade 4/5, Grade 5/6, Grade 6 
Door # 3 – Grade 1A, Grade 1B, Grade 2A 

Kindergarten 
Kindergarten staggered entry will take place on September 1 and September 3 – Mme. Amanda 
will greet students at door #5 and bring your child into the school.  Parents will wait outside for 
their child during orientation.  Kindergarten is such a wonderful opportunity for students to 
begin their academic journey and we look forward to teaching the students.  Parents can pick 
up their students at door #5.  Please continue to physical distance while you wait. 
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Kindergarten to Grade 6 in-class teachers 

Kindergarten / Grade 7-9 religion Mme Amanda Rhoads 

Grade 1A Mme Nicole Mongrain 

Grade 1B Mme Rachel Eidelman 

Grade 2A Mme Catherine Cloran 

Grade 2B Mme Brianne Bureaud 

Grade 3B Mme Lucie Maude Desroches 

Grade 4/5 Mme. Barbara Kubica 

Grade 5/6 Mme Marilena Shipka 

Grade 6A Mme Brendilynn Mantey-Annor 

Grades 7 to 9 in-class teachers 

● Mme Melinda Stevens 
● M Marcus Wasnea 
       Elementary /JH Music 
● Mme Kelsey Hefford 
● M Filbert Mbuani Salambiaku 

● M Ahmed Gargouri 
● Mme Angelica Tan 
● Mme Stephanie Pennycook 

Administrative Staff  

Principal Mme Marlene Forest-Wallace 

Assistant Principal / Learning Coach Mme Paula Borges-Couture 

Administrative Assistants Mme Natalie Walsh, M. Steve Ladoré 

Custodial Staff M. Tesfaye Hunde, M. Allan Pallera, M. Sancho Fabregas 
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Meet our new Staff 

Mme Alicia Moscardelli was 

born and raised in Edmonton and began her 
French language journey back in kindergarten in 
the Edmonton Catholic French Immersion 
Program. She has spent the last few years 
volunteering in a variety of grades for ECSD, as 
well as coaching competitive youth curling. Alicia 

recently completed her Bachelor of Education at the Faculty Saint-Jean and started her 
teaching career in May at École Bishop Savaryn. In her spare time, she can be found in the 
mountains, watching movies, listening to podcasts, or spending time with her friends and 
family. Mme Alicia is excited to join the fantastic team at École Holy Cross and to be a part of 
the French language journey of all her students. 

 
 

 
Mme Camille Lemire 
Hi my name is Camille Lemire and I was born and raised 
here in Edmonton. I am francophone, both my parents are 
francophone and I attended francophone schools from K-
12. I am very proud of my language and am so excited to 
teach French immersion students and help them learn and 
love this awesome language! I just graduated with my 
bachelor of education at Campus Saint Jean and started 
right away with Edmonton catholic teaching grade 1 at 
École Frère Antoine for may and June. I am excited to start 
at École Holy Cross! As for hobbies, I love to travel and 
spend time with family and friends, I also have a small 
clothing brand that I love to work on in my spare time! 
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Mme Joanne Estephan 
Bonjour je m'appelle Mme Johanne Estephan.  
I am proud to have worked with Edmonton Catholic Schools for 
several years. My experiences have been working with children 
in early childhood education and students in K to 6. I look 
forward to working with the Holy Cross School community. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mme. Amanda Rhoads 
Salut tous! 
I am the new Kindergarten teacher by morning and the 
Religion teacher by afternoon! I graduated from the 
University of Alberta-Campus St Jean with a Bilingual 
Bachelor's in Secondary Education, yet I began my 
career in Early Learning a handful of years ago. Since 
then, I have taught many different subjects, in several 
different schools, to students from the ages of 3 to 19. 
And I have truly loved every opportunity that has come 
my way. I am thankful to be joining the Holy Cross 
family this year and look forward to the new 
adventures that lie ahead! Lots of love, Mme Amanda 
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Lunch routines 
At this time, there are no milk or canteen sales, and microwaves will not be 
available for our Junior High students.  Students should bring their own cutlery 
as plastic cutlery is no longer available at the school.  During lunch, the younger 
grades will be supervised by teachers, rather than student monitors. Some 
students will eat first before going out for recess, and others will have recess 
before eating their lunch. 
 

Water bottles 
Water fountains will continue to not be used in their traditional fashion.  They 
will only be used to fill water bottles.  It is important that students bring a 
water bottle from home, pre-filled, that they can refill throughout the day. In 
addition to the regular water fountains, there are 2 water bottle filling 
fountains. 
 

Birthday Treats 
This school year we will continue to recognize and celebrate each student’s birthday through 
fun and engaging classroom activities.  This year, we kindly ask that families not bring treats for 
the class to celebrate birthdays.  Please come to the office for your Birthday Pencil ���� 
 

Allergies 
Please alert your child’s teacher as well as the office staff if your child suffers from severe 
allergies. Parents of children with severe allergies must have a completed medical form on file. 
Forms are available at the office and must be redone every year. We also require that you send 
a current photo so your child can be easily identified by staff members. Please be sure that the 
completed form and photo have been submitted as soon as possible. 
 

We ask that all students refrain from sharing lunch or snacks with others.  Please do not send 
nuts or nut products with your child(ren). Your help in this matter is greatly appreciated. 
 

A reminder as well that all students who require an epi-pen or a puffer must wear it on their 
person at all times. Please take the time to discuss this with your child. It is important to us that 
all our students be safe 
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Lockers 
Junior High students will use lockers.  Students will travel to classes.  
 

Recess and Playground Equipment 
• Recess will not be staggered this year. 
• Playground equipment is not permitted before or after school 
• Supervisors will be outside before and after school to ensure students arrive and depart 

from school safely 
• Recess and lunch recess will continue to be outside 
• Masks are not required during breaks unless social distancing cannot be maintained 
• A schedule will be created to assign a cohort of students to a specific area of the 

playground  
 

Yellow bus service for 2021-2022 school year 
If you will require changes to your child/ren’s yellow bus transportation, please 
contact the school at 8203web@ecsd.net or ECSD Transportation at 
transportationservices@ecsd.net 
Division policy does not allow students to ride a bus route that is not theirs, 
or to get off at any stop except their own. 
 
 

NEW School Website 

Our school website has a new look!  The web address has also been 
changed to https://www.ecsd.net/8203 
 

NEW REGISTRATIONS welcome! 

Holy Cross continues to accept online registrations for 
Kindergarten to Grade 9 for the 2021-2022 school year. We are 
excited to be able to offer the Enhanced Academic Program 
(EAP) for our Grade 7 to 9 students.  Encourage your friends 
and neighbors to learn more about our programs by visiting our 
school website - you are our best advocates!    
 
 

mailto:8203web@ecsd.net
mailto:transportationservices@ecsd.net
https://www.ecsd.net/8203
https://www.ecsd.net/8203/page/3173/enhanced-academic-program-eap
https://www.ecsd.net/8203
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School Fees & Online payment instructions 
 

All students can access their school fees.  We encourage all parents to pay their fees online by 
accessing the PowerSchool parent portal.  PowerSchool is the Edmonton Catholic Schools 
online program that allows parents to view attendance, assessments and pay school fees and 
Bus pass fees. 
If you require access to you PowerSchool parent portal, please contact the office. 
Fee payment instructions: 

1. Log in to PowerSchool at https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public 
2. Select “School Fees” from the navigation menu and then click “connect to” the student 

Quick Pay website 
3. Select the student’s tab to view itemized fee details 
4. Click to add items to the cart or choose to add all at once 
5. View cart or proceed to checkout – enter payment details and submit.  

 

SWIFT Automated Communication System 
Edmonton Catholic School District, including Holy Cross, use the Swift Communication System 
to inform parents and guardians of daily attendance, and relaying important messages to 
families.  Communication occurs on a continual basis using this messaging system.  Please 
ensure that your email information is up to date in PowerSchool. 
 

WEST end Montessori – Onsite out-of-school care for 2021-22 
West End Montessori, a long-time partner with École Holy Cross, offer out-of-school 
care for our students, in addition to full- and half-day early education programs.   

West End Montessori (WEM) is staffed with teachers who are university 
educated and have many years of experience in providing quality pre/post 
school support.  

WEM offers summer as well as school-year services full, half or per day (OSC 
only) including homework support.  For more details or to book an entrance 
meeting, please call (780) 893-3833 or email mjkasza@gmail.com    

        
 

https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public
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Staff Parking lot 

All stalls in the staff parking lots have been assigned to our staff members; we thank you for not 
parking there.  In addition, the staff lot is not to be used for dropping off or picking up students.  
Children are continually in this area before, after and during school hours and driving in the 
back parking lot area presents a significant risk to the children’s safety.  Please do not walk 
through this area on your way to or from school.  Please use the sidewalk where you will be 
safe.  Staff enter and leave the parking lot at all hours of the day, so this area needs to be clear 
of pedestrians at all times. 

School Advisory Council Meeting - September 16,2021 at 6:30pm 

École Holy Cross – School Advisory Council will have a virtual meeting on September 16 at 6:30 
pm.  Please join us to get involved in this great school community.  We have a longstanding 
history of hardworking parents that support the school needs.  It is the effort of everyone 
involved in making our school a fantastic learning environment for your children. 

Meet the teacher – September 16, 2021 

Meet the teacher will be virtual, it will be posted on your child’s Google classroom. 

Picture day - Wednesday, September 22, 2021 

Photos will be taken outdoors, weather permitting.  Bring your best smile ���� 

 September 30, 2021 - No School 

National Day of Truth and Reconciliation 

 


