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HOLY CROSS ADMINISTRATION 

1 

 
This week, we celebrate Epiphany. It is the culmination of the Advent/Christmas 
Season and it is the last of the Twelve Days of Christmas, which are counted from 
the evening of December 25th until the morning of January 6th. The term 
epiphany means "to show" or "to reveal." It remembers the coming of the wise 
men bringing gifts to visit the Christ child. 
The Wise Men or Magi who brought 
gifts to the infant Jesus were the first 
Gentiles to acknowledge Jesus as 
"King" and the first to "show" or 
"reveal" Jesus to a wider world as 
the Christ. This act of worship by the 
Magi was one of the first signs that 
Jesus came for all people, of all 
nations, of all races, and that the 
work of God in the world would not 
be limited to only a few. Epiphany is 
a time for us to remember to reach 
out to others and “show” Jesus as 
the Savior of all people. 

 
 
 
Mme Lorraine Sylvestre             Principal 
Mme Paula Borges-Couture Assistant Principal 
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GRADE 6 ONLINE LEARNING 

Grade 6, online students have been quite busy! In Science, 

students were studying the various materials, and shapes 

that make flight successful. After, they built their own 

"aircraft" based on research and class discussions. Once 

aircrafts were built, students threw them and manipulated 

them to see what strategies worked best to make them soar! 

Once receiving the results, this lesson was tied to 

Mathematics by students creating their own graph to represent the data collected. 

Currently, students are applying this knowledge to create their own parachutes and 

explain how hot air balloons remain afloat so easily in the sky.  

  

PROGRESS REPORTS 
Current information on your child/ren’s progress is always available in PowerSchool. 

Progress reports will be available on PowerSchool on Friday, January 29th.  Please 

contact the office if you cannot access your PowerSchool account. 

 
CANADIAN TEST OF BASIC SKILLS (CTBS)  
During the month of January, the Grade 6 students will be writing the Canadian Test of 

Basic Skills (CTBS) exams. This achievement battery is a collection of tests in several 

subject areas that have all been standardized with the same group of students. The 

CTBS identifies student achievement in core subject areas including vocabulary, 

reading, and mathematics. The results are used to build an overall learning profile of 

the students. It is important that your child is well rested and takes these tests 

seriously. Thank you for taking some time to discuss this with your child. 
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VIRTUAL INFORMATION EVENING 
FOR NEW REGISTRATIONS 
École Holy Cross will be holding a virtual Information 

Evening (Open House) for our Kindergarten and Junior 

High programs for the 2021-2022 school year on 

February 1, 2021 at 18:30.  Encourage your friends and 

neighbors to register for this event to learn more about 

our programs - you are our best advocates! 

 
Online registration for the 2021-2022 school year is available on the ECSD 
website beginning on January 11th. 
 
RECOMMENDED READING IN ENGLISH AND FRENCH 

Students in Grades 4 to 9 will soon have access to YRCA and 

Bataille des bouquins novels.  These are English and French 

children’s choice book awards which always promise some very 

interesting reading!  The titles for both programs are currently 

available through EPL, and will be available in the classrooms 

beginning in January and February.  Students can vote for their 

favorite book until April 15, 2021. 

 

Crème de la crème books will also be available for students.  This 

is a collection of books specially selected for French Immersion 

students in Kindergarten to Grade 12.  

 

In addition to copies at the school, these books can be purchased through a variety 

of retailers, or can be borrowed from the Edmonton Public Library. 

 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today
https://www.epl.ca/yrca/
https://www.epl.ca/bataille-des-bouquins/
https://bookstore.ualberta.ca/Images/LeCarrefour/2020%20Bookstore%20creme%20de%20la%20creme.pdf
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FEBRUARY IS BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

In 1995, the Canadian House of Commons officially 

recognized February as Black History Month in 

Canada.  During the month of February, we honour 

the legacy of  Black Canadians, past and present. 

Black History Month is a time to learn about the 

many Black Canadians who helped shape Canada 

into the culturally diverse,  compassionate, and 

inclusive society it is.  

 

LENTEN SEASON BEGINS ON FEBRUARY 17th 

On Tuesday, February 16th, we celebrate Mardi Gras, or 

Shrove Tuesday.  This is our last feast before we begin 

the Lenten season.  On Wednesday, February 17th, the 

Catholic community celebrates Ash Wednesday which 

signals the beginning of the Lenten season leading up to 

Easter.  The Gospel reading of Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-18m 

refers to three actions which we are encouraged to do 

during Lent - give alms, pray, and fast.  

As a family, think of ways that you can incorporate 

these three elements into your Lenten journey. Can you donate food, clothes, money, 

etc. to those in need? Can you attend virtual or in-person masses more often, or pray 

before meals or before going to bed (if you don't already do so)? Can you abstain from 

watching television, eating sweets, or something else which you enjoy? By 

participating in these three initiatives, you are preparing your mind, body, and soul for 

the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
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PINK SHIRT DAY IS FEBRUARY 24th 
Pink Shirt Day aims to build awareness of bullying and to 

promote healthy relationships.  It began in 2007 in Nova 

Scotia and has since spread across Canada.  École Holy 

Cross students are invited to wear a pink shirt on February 

24th  to send a message of support, kindness, and 

compassion. 

This year, the theme of Pink Shirt Day, is “Lift Each Other 

Up”. This is especially important in this time of COVID 19 when we need to support 

each other with empathy, compassion and kindness. 

 

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS WEEK 
Random Acts of Kindness Week begins this year on 

February 17th.  During this week, we are encouraged to 

demonstrate and celebrate kindness.  We are especially 

encouraged to show kindness to those around us in 

unexpected ways. 

 

 

NATIONAL FLAG DAY OF CANADA IS FEBRUARY 15th 
February 15th is National Flag Day. Students are 

encouraged to celebrate our great country.  This 

special day,  which commemorates the 

inauguration of our flag in 1965, encourages  

all Canadians to come together to celebrate our 

values of equality, diversity, and inclusion. 
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HOLIDAYS AND PROFESSIONAL  

DEVELOPMENT DAYS  

FOR 2020-21 
 

Please note that there will be no classes on the following dates: 

● Jan 4 - 8, 2021 - Online learning for all students 

● Jan 14, 2021 - School professional development day - No classes for 

Grades 7-9 students only  

● Feb 15, 2021 - Family Day 

● Feb 24, 2021 - School professional development day - No classes for 

Grades 7-9 students only  

● Feb 25 & 26 - Teachers’ Convention 

● Mar 18, 2021 - Division-wide Faith Development Day 

● Mar 29 - April 2, 2021 - Spring Break 

● April 5 - Easter Monday 

● May 21, 2021 -School professional development day - No classes for 

Grades 7-9 students only  

● May 24, 2021 -Victoria Day 
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Encyclical Letter: Fratelli Tutti of the Holy Father, Francis 
on Fraternity and Social Friendship 

A Summary 
 

Introduction 
Inspired by Saint Francis of Assisi, Pope Francis gives us Fratelli Tutti, a proposal for a way of 
life marked by the flavour of the Gospel. It is a call to love others as brothers and sisters; to 
recognize and love every person with a love without limits; and to encounter others in a way 
that is capable of overcoming all distance and every temptation. Fratelli Tutti does not claim 
to offer a comprehensive teaching on fraternal love but seeks rather to consider its universal 
scope - the dignity of each and every human person. 
 
Chapter One: Dark Clouds Over A Closed World 
The first chapter describes the dark clouds that extend to all parts of the world, hindering the 
development of universal fraternity and leaving many people wounded by the roadside, 
discarded and rejected. It reflects on the many distortions of the contemporary era: the 
manipulation and the deformity of democracy, freedom, justice; the loss of the meaning of 
the social community and history; selfishness and indifference toward the common good; 
the market system based on profit and the culture of waste; unemployment, racism, 
poverty; and the disparity of rights. While these inequities may tempt us to raise our arms in 
surrender, this is not the way to restore hope and bring about renewal. We must follow a 
culture of the other; of reviving the sense that we are a global community, and that our 
lifestyles, our relationships, the organization of our societies, and the meaning of our 
existence, matter. 
  
Chapter Two: A Stranger On The Road 
The second chapter is dedicated to this figure of the stranger on the road, wounded and cast 
aside amid the dark clouds of a closed world; a society that has turned its back on the 
suffering and care of its most frail and vulnerable. Just like the Good Samaritan, we are called 
to become neighbours to others, to overcome prejudices, personal interests, and historical 
and cultural barriers. We are called to create a society that includes and integrates the fallen 
and the suffering. Pope Francis calls us to rediscover our vocation as citizens of our own 
nations and of the world. He summons us to be builders of a new social order and to be 
aware that the existence of each and every individual is deeply tied to the other; that Christ 
is the face of the other. 
  
By Sandra Talarico 
Manager, Religious Education Services 
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