
 

 
 

 
 

Message from our Holy Cross Administration 

 
After a beautiful, busy September, October has arrived with vibrant fall colors and cooler 

weather. We have been blessed with a wonderful start up and re-entry to school this 

September as our students and staff adjust to a “new normal”. We are well into the routines 

of school and our students have settled into the business of learning.  

 

This fall, there are many reasons for the staff at École Holy Cross to be thankful. We are 

abundantly thankful for being reunited with our students once again whether it be in class or 

online. We are grateful for our families who have been so supportive since our school 

re-entry. We are grateful for the words of kindness that we receive every day from our parent 

community. We are grateful for our bus drivers who bring our students safely to school. We 

are grateful for our custodians who ensure that our school is safe for our school family.  

  

On  Monday October  12th, we  will  pause  and  take  time  from  our busy  lives  to  celebrate 

Thanksgiving,  a  day when  we  humbly count our blessings and give thanks for the bounty 

we enjoy. 

 

May God’s blessings be with you and your family during this time of Thanksgiving and 

throughout this school year.  On behalf of the staff here at École Holy Cross we wish you a 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

 
 
 
Mme Lorraine Sylvestre Principal 
Mme Paula Borges-Couture Assistant Principal 
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COVID PROTOCOLS 
Alberta Health Services continues to update and clarify information in their K-12 School 

Re-entry plan.  They have now provided a chart that identifies recommended actions to take 

if a student shows certain symptoms, and which symptoms require students to be isolated 

for 10 days.  Thank you to our parents and students who continue completing the 

self-assessment questionnaire at the beginning of each day.   

 
2020 TERrY FOX school Run 

Students celebrated the 40th anniversary of Terry Fox’s Marathon of Hope. This year, while 

adhering to physical distancing measures, each 

classroom participated in individual class runs for Terry 

Fox on our school field throughout the week of September 

21- September 25. Students brought “Toonies for Terry” 

and families also donated online. Collectively, they raised 

just over $500 in donations for the Terry Fox Foundation. 

We are very proud of our students who continued the 

legacy of Terry’s dream. Terry once said, “Anything is 

possible if you try.”  
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https://www.alberta.ca/k-to-12-school-re-entry-2020-21-school-year.aspx#toc-3
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ORANGE SHIRT DAY 
On September 30, 2020, students and staff at Ecole Holy Cross wore our orange shirts on 

Orange Shirt Day to acknowledge Canada’s Indigenous history and remember all the 

children and families whose lives were irrevocably changed through the tragedy that is to be 

found in residential schools. It is a time to honor those who survived, and to remember those 

who did not. Students participated in learning activities and discussions about the 

importance of this day to show that we are committed to the principle that Every Child 

Matters. 

 

 

 

 

Orange Shirt Day finds its roots in the story of 

Phyllis Webstad, a 6-year-old girl who was 

stripped of her shiny, new orange shirt when 

she entered a residential school. Learn more 

about Phyllis’ story at 

https://www.orangeshirtday.org/ 
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CUSTODIAn recognition day 
October 2, 2020  is National Custodian 

Recognition day, a day in which students and 

staff at Ecole Holy Cross show recognition and 

appreciation for our custodial team. We recognize Tesfaye Hunde, Sancho Fabregas and 

Allan Pallera who work tirelessly every day to ensure the smooth operation of our school. On 

this day, we say “Thank-you” and show gratitude for our custodial team who help to maintain 

our school and our grounds to be safe and look good everyday.  

 
THANKSGIVING CELEBRATIONS  
October is also a month for the celebration of Thanksgiving and 

students will have many opportunities to reflect on the things in 

their lives for which they are most thankful. A Thanksgiving Liturgy 

of the Word will be celebrated virtually with all classes on October 8th or 9th. 

 

Thanksgiving- Monday, October 12 

There will be no school on this day.  Our Ecole Holy Cross Staff would like to wish your 

family a Happy Thanksgiving and a safe and bountiful holiday weekend! 
 

World TEACHERS Appreciation DAY  
Teachers play an important role in the lives of our 

students. Since 1994, parents and students from 

around the world have celebrated World Teacher’s Appreciation Day to 

commemorate the work and their contributions to society. Our teachers 

have worked diligently to ensure that this year’s re-entry was a smooth one for our students. 

On October 5, take the time to let your child’s teacher that he or she is appreciated!  
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READ-IN week: October 5 - 9  
Read-In-Week is an opportunity for the 

students to listen to stories read by guests. 

This year, Read In Week 2020 will be virtual, 

and we are proud to build and enhance both 

personal and community relationships through literacy and the love of reading. With schools 

unable to welcome guests into our classrooms, teachers will be preparing videos of 

themselves reading  to replace regular in-person Read In events. Edmonton Catholic’ 

Community Relations Services has prepared an unlisted YouTube playlist with 13 videos that 

includes read alouds from our Board of Trustees, Archbishop Smith, Bishop Motiuk, Chief 

Superintendent Robert Martin, and Deputy Superintendent Tim Cusack.   

 

Theme for 2020:  Read Around the World   

Sometimes the world feels like a very large place, but with globalization and new technology, it 

can feel very small too! No matter where you are in the world and where you’re reading from, 

everybody has a story to share. This year’s READ IN Week, let’s celebrate kids’ voices from 

around the world. Whether we’re sharing stories in person or virtually, whether we’re near or 

far, whether we’re physically together or physically distant, we are all connected. 

Here are a couple of links that you and your child can access to enjoy a virtual read aloud: 

● Mayor Don Iveson,  Trustee Debbie Engel and, Trustee Alene Mutala read aloud at 

http://readin.ca/videos-4/ 

● https://www.storylineonline.net/ 

 

NEW School Website 

Our school website has a new look!  The  web address has 

also been changed to https://www.ecsd.net/8203 
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EMERGENCY PROCEDURES PRACTICES 
Student safety is very important to us. Practices of emergency 

procedures, including school lockdowns, are scheduled during the year 

so students are familiar with expectations. We will be having three fire 

drills and one lockdown practice this fall. We had our first fire drill last 

week and the students evacuated the school in an orderly and timely 

manner.  Specific dates for emergency procedures practices will be sent to parents through 

our Swift messaging system. 

 

Canadian Cognitive abilities test (CCAT) for grades 6 and 9 
During the last 2 weeks of October, students in Grades 6 and 9 will write the Canadian 

Cognitive Abilities Test (CCAT). The CCAT is a series of tests that provides information on 

the development of the cognitive skills of students. The CCAT does not test the curriculum 

taught in the classroom.  It should not be seen as a test of achieved learning or “schooling 

knowledge.”  The CCAT measures reasoning skills and problem-solving abilities which are 

common to a number of subject areas.  The results are used to build an overall learning 

profile of the students. Please contact the school office if you require more information. 

 

WAter bottles 
This year, water fountains will not be used in their traditional fashion. 

They will only be used to fill water bottles.  It is important that 

students bring a water bottle from home, pre-filled, that they can refill 

throughout the day. In addition to the regular water fountains, we 

expect 2 water bottle filling fountains to be installed soon. 
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NEW REGISTRATIONS welcome! 

Holy Cross continues to accept online registrations for 

Kindergarten to Grade 9 for the 2020-2021 school year. We are 

excited to be able to offer the Enhanced Academic Program 

(EAP) for our Grade 7 to 9 students.  Encourage your friends 

and neighbors to learn more about our programs by visiting 

our school website - you are our best advocates!  
 

Yellow bus service for 2020-2021 school 
year 
If you will require changes to your child/ren’s yellow bus 

transportation, please contact the school at 8203web@ecsd.net or 

ECSD Transportation at transportationservices@ecsd.net 

 

Division policy does not allow students to ride a bus route that is 

not theirs, or to get off at any stop except their own. 

 
WEST end Montessori - Onsite out-of -school care for 2020-21 

 

West End Montessori, a long-time partner with École Holy 

Cross, has expanded to offer out-of-school care for our 

students (in addition to their current full- and half-day early 

education programs).  
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Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come 
into his presence with singing. Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and 
we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name. For the 
Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all 
generations” (Psalm 100). 

Given our unique circumstances in the past eight months, and the many challenges 
and difficulties that so many have faced, we might think that as Thanksgiving 
approaches, we have very little for which to be thankful. But scripture and particularly 
Psalm 100 tell us a completely different story. In fact, the passage invites us to 
praise the Lord with great joy; to celebrate and worship the God of love. 

The major theme that emerges from this Psalm is the importance of belonging to 
God. During the past year there may have been times when we felt abandoned or 
forgotten by God. But the psalm presents the entire earth as joined together, not 
separated and alone. God’s steadfast love endures forever. And in the same way that 
we sing a song of praise to our creator, we acknowledge, praise, and bless Him for 
his goodness and mercy. Indeed, the Lord is good and he never abandons us; God is 
always ready to sustain us with his merciful love, even and especially during times of 
great doubt and fear. “Be not be afraid. I go before you always. Come follow me, and 
I will give you rest” (John Michael Talbot). 

During this Thanksgiving weekend, let us remember that God is with us, in the good 
times and in the moments that we find ourselves struggling. “Know that the Lord is 
God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his 
pasture” (Psalm 100). Like God, we too are called to be “good shepherds” in the 
environments where we live: in our families, at work, and in the community, sharing 
the Gospel message of love with everyone we meet. 

  

Sandra Talarico 
Manager, Religious Education Services 
Edmonton Catholic Schools 
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Professional development days and holidays for 2020-2021 
Please note that there will be no classes on the following dates: 

● Oct 09, 2020 School professional development day - No classes for Grades 7-9 only  

● Oct 12, 2020 Thanksgiving  

● Oct 29, 2020 Division-wide Faith Development Day 

● Nov 11, 2020 Remembrance Day 

● Dec 21, 2020 to Jan 1, 2021 - Christmas holidays  

● Jan 14, 2021 School professional development day - No classes for Grades 7-9 only  

● Feb 15, 2021 Family Day 

● Feb 24, 2021 School professional development day - No classes for Grades 7-9 only 

● Feb 25 & 26 Teachers’ Convention 

● Mar 18, 2021 Division-wide Faith Development Day 

● Mar 29 - April 2, 2021 - Spring Break 

● Mar 5 - Easter Monday 

● May 21, 2021 School professional development day - No classes for Grades 7-9 only  

● May 24, 2021 Victoria Day  - No classes 
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