
      
 
 
 

 

  

The safety and well-being of staff and our students remains our priority. The strategies that 
you will read in this school re-entry plan were established with the goal of reducing the risks of 
exposure to COVID-19 to the greatest extent practicable while adhering to the direction of the 
Minister of Education and the Chief Medical Officer of Health. As a Division we are guided by 
these directives and will remain responsive and adaptable to any changes that may arise as 
more is learned about COVID- 19 and the appropriate responses to reduce or mitigate the 

risks. Consequently, the guidelines set out below may change as re-entry to school progresses 
given the circumstances with which we are faced. 

 

SAFETY & WELL-BEING AT ÉCOLE HOLY CROSS 



 

 
LEARNING STANCE SELECTION FOR 
YOUR CHILD (online or in class 
learning) 
 
Edmonton Catholic Schools has made a change 
with respect to the number of times that 
parents/guardians will be able to select the 
learning choice (in- person or online) for their 
child/ren. 
 
From October 5th to October 15th, parents will 
decide whether their child/ren will learn in-person 
or choose to learn at home through online 
instruction until the end of June 2021.  Parents can 
register their learning choice for each student on 
PowerSchool.   
 
We will assume that families that do not respond 
intend to remain in their current learning stance 
(in-person or online). 
 
Parents cannot change their learning choice after 
October 15th, 2020. 
 
The second quarter begins on November 10th, 
2020. 
 
Please contact the school at 
8203web@ecsd.net if you have any 
questions 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
HALLWAYS 
Hallways will be divided to allow for a two-way 
traffic flow.  There will be decals placed on the 
hallway floors to direct the flow of traffic.  Whether 
leaving the classroom to use the washroom, or 
exiting and entering the school at break times, the 
indicators will assist students in maintaining 
distance from others.   
 

COHORTS 
Cohorts refer to a group of students and staff who 
remain together. This helps decrease the number 
of close contacts within the school environment. 
 
Kindergarten: 
Each Kindergarten morning and afternoon class will 
be their own cohort with their teacher. We have 
cancelled all planned full-day Kindergarten 
activities to avoid crossover of cohorts.  
 
Elementary: 
Elementary students will stay within their 
homeroom cohort. For Grades 1 to 5, in addition to  
the homeroom teacher, only the music teacher will 
be entering and exiting the classrooms to provide 
instruction. Each Grade 6 classroom will maintain 
their own cohort with their three subject-area 
teachers, and the music teacher.  
 
Junior High: 
For students in Grades 7 to 9, each grade level will 
operate as a cohort.  Junior High students will 
remain in their homeroom class for many subjects 
with the teachers moving from class to class.   
Students will move to the gym for phys ed, and for 
some students, to another classroom for an option 
or EAP class.  Students will have an assigned desk in 
their homeroom class, as well as in the option and 
EAP classes. 
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PHYSICAL DISTANCING 
All members of the school community are 
encouraged to physically distance as much as is 
practicable. It may not be possible to always 
maintain 2 metres physical distance. We will put all 
the necessary measures in place to promote 
physical distancing, which may include: 

- Signage and directional arrows to control 
the flow of foot traffic in the hallways and in 
the classrooms. 

- Capacity limits for washrooms 
- Staggered break times 
- Assigned entrance and exit doors, with only 

one cohort entering or exiting at a time 
- Limiting access to common areas 
 

In classrooms, maintaining physical distancing of 2 
metres may not be possible. In this case, to 
mitigate the risk should a student sneeze or cough, 
the provincial re-entry plan suggests that seating 
be arranged so students are not facing one 
another. 
  
FACE MASKS 
The present guidance from the Chief Medical 
Officer indicates that students in Grades 4-12 are 
mandated to wear masks.  Masks are particularly 
recommended in circumstances where there is 
prolonged close contact (greater than 15 minutes) 
and a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained. 
 

• École Holy Cross students from Grades 4 to 
9 will be mandated to wear masks to help 
reduce the potential for transmission and 
exposure.  

 
• For École Holy Cross students in 

Kindergarten to Grade 3, the use of masks is 
strongly recommended to help reduce the 
potential for transmission. 

 
• All staff will be using face masks.  

 
 

 
 
HAND HYGIENE 
Anyone who enters École Holy Cross will be 
required to sanitize their hands as this helps 
mitigate any virus transmission.  
 
There will be hand sanitizer available at your child’s 
classroom. There will be other areas in the school 
with hand sanitizer stations. Students will be 
oriented to know where these stations are located. 
 
Please reinforce with your children the following 
times they must practice hand hygiene: 

• Before leaving home 
• On arrival at École Holy Cross 
• Before leaving École Holy Cross 
• After using the washroom 
• Before and after any transitions within the 

school, such as recess 
times, or for phys ed class. 

• After sneezing or coughing 
 

 
SCREENING YOUR CHILD DAILY 
Parents and caregivers must assess their child daily 
for symptoms of common cold, influenza, COVID-
19, or other infectious respiratory disease before 
sending them to school. 
 
The health assessment checklist should be 
consulted daily before sending students to school.  
Any person who selects “yes” on any screening 
questions will not be permitted to enter the school, 
pending further testing of COVID-19.  The updated 
Alberta K-12 school re-entry plan now includes a 
chart indicating the action to take for different 
symptoms.  
 
Signs will be posted throughout the school 
reminding persons not to enter if they have COVID-
19 symptoms, even if symptoms resemble a mild 
cold. 
 
 

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-covid-19-screening-questionaire-english.pdf


 
 
 
 
ILLNESS WHILE ON SITE 
If a student exhibits signs of illness at school, they 
will be moved to a designated isolation area in the 
school. Parents/caregivers will be notified and 
advised to pick up their child immediately. Please 
ensure that your child’s emergency contact 
information is up-to date in the event that parents 
cannot be reached. 
 
If a child becomes ill, a parent/caregiver or 
emergency contact must pick up the student as 
soon as is practicable.  
 
CASES OF COVID 19 AT SCHOOL 
If there are cases of COVID 19 identified within 
school settings, the Zone Medical Officer of Health 
will work directly with the school division and 
school administration to provide follow-up 
recommendations and messaging for staff, 
parents/guardians, and students. 
 
Alberta Health Services may request the school 
close in-person to allow a public health 
investigation to take place. Any decision to send a 
cohort/class home or to close a school will be made 
by the local Medical Officer of Health. If this were 
to occur, the school will support students and staff 
to learn or work at home if they are required to 
self-isolate. 
 
PROVISION OF PPE BY PARENTS 
As per the information included in the section 
above, we are adhering to the guidelines of our 
Division. Students in Grades 4 to 9 will receive two 
reusable masks, courtesy of the provincial 
government.   Provision of PPE by parents and/or 
the SAC over and above what the school provides is 
not supported. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
SANITIZATION PROTOCOLS 
École Holy Cross is following a COVID-19 cleaning 
standard that is shared by the school division and 
that aligns with provincial directives around 
cleaning and disinfecting. These increased 
measures at school include: 

- Using purchased provincially recommended 
COVID-19 cleaning supplies 

- Additional training for our custodial staff 
- Removing any soft furnishings and area rugs 

from classrooms and common areas that 
cannot be cleaned to provincial standards 

- Frequently cleaning all of our high touch 
surfaces such as water fountains or door 
handles 

- More frequent cleaning and disinfecting 
throughout the school, with specific 
attention to washrooms, high-traffic areas 
and classrooms. 

 
It is our school Division that is procuring all COVID-
19 cleaning and safety items for all of our schools. 
This ensures that all schools will be using products 
that adhere to health standards and meet 
requirements to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. 
This also ensures that all schools have equitable 
access to these supplies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Kindergarten: 
Early Learning programs offer opportunities for 
play-based learning. As such, reasonable and 
prudent measures will be taken to mitigate risks to 
students while maintaining the integrity of 
programming. 

• A hand washing station is in the classroom 
for students to wash their hands regularly. 
This will be guided by the teacher. 

• When children enter the classroom, they 
will be required to use hand sanitizer. 

• Children will be required to wash or sanitize 
their hands before and after each use of a 
classroom centre. 

• Any soft items that cannot be wiped down 
will be removed from the classroom. 

• Custodial staff at each site will clean rooms 
and wipe down high-use areas in between 
programs mid-day and after school. 

 
 

OUR NEW NORMAL AT SCHOOL 

 
VOLUNTEERS AND VISITORS 
École Holy Cross values the contribution of our 
parent volunteers at the school.  At this time 
however, we are not allowing visitors or volunteers 
at the school. 
 
Parents wanting to meet with the administration or 
with their child’s teacher are encouraged to email, 
call, or arrange a virtual meeting in place of 
attending at the school in person.  Visitors who 
must come into the school are asked to make an 
appointment prior to coming to the school and are 
then required to follow the visitor protocol. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
STUDENT DROP OFF AND PICK UP OF 
STUDENTS 
ARRIVAL: Parents bringing their children to school 
will be asked to stay in their vehicle or outside the 
school and to maintain a safe physical distance 
between themselves and others. Parents who need 
to enter the school must book an appointment 
with the school office. Individuals without an 
appointment will not be able to enter the building.  
(email, call, Teams meeting). We ask that parents 
contact the staff by email…if at all possible. 
 
PICK UP: Parents are to wait for their children to be 
dismissed outside the school and to park only in 
designated areas. To ensure that there is enough 
physical distancing in place at pick-up times, 
parents are requested to stand far away from the 
school doors as students exit at the end of the day 
with their teachers. Parents are to park on the 
street if picking up their child and not to park in the 
staff parking lot.  This poses a safety concern as 
cohorts of classes are utilizing all doors and may be 
in proximity of the staff parking lot.  Please call the 
school if you will be picking up your child for an 
appointment. 
 
ARRIVING AT SCHOOL 
Students using the bus will be required to arrive 
with their masks on.  All students, when arriving at 
school, will be greeted by a supervisor and will 
enter the school by the main door and go to their 
classroom to meet with their homeroom teacher.  
Buses will be unloaded one at a time to avoid 
congestion at the main door.  Physical distancing 
will be maintained while students enter the school.   
 
LATE ARRIVALS 
Students arriving at school after 8:20am will need 
to report to the office so the administrative 
assistants can record their arrival.   
 
 
 
 



 
 
EXIT FROM SCHOOL – END OF DAY 
At the end of the day, the dismissal time will be 
slightly staggered to allow students to exit the 
building without the entire school population 
dismissing simultaneously.  
 
Students taking the yellow bus will be gathered 
according to bus route number at a pre-
determined location within the school.  This will 
allow the students to line up and be ready to load 
the bus in the correct order – from the back to the 
front.   The loading of the yellow buses will be 
staggered to minimize the students in the hallways 
or outside at the same time. 
 
Once the eight yellow buses have been loaded, the 
remaining students will be guided by their 
classroom teacher to their assigned exit door.   
Students will exit the school, one class cohort at a 
time while maintaining physical distancing and 
following the directional flow that has been 
indicated in the hallways. 
 
 
LOCKERS & STORAGE OF PERSONAL 
BELONGINGS  
Kindergarten to Grade 6 Students: 
There are no lockers for elementary students. 
Elementary students will be able to use their coat 
hooks and shoe shelf for their belongings.  
Elementary students will keep their learning tools 
with them in or by their desk. Kindergarten 
students will have their own supplies in the 
classroom. 
 
Junior High: 
Junior High students will not have access to lockers.  
Each student will have a bin at their desk in their 
homeroom to store their belongings. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
SUPPLIES 
All students must use their personal supplies as 
much as possible. There are no shared materials for 
any course.  All students in Grades 2 to 9 will have 
an assigned Chromebook.  As we are trying to avoid 
the use of paper, most work will be done on the 
Chromebook. Students will have their assigned 
textbooks / novels with them at their desk.   
 
WASHROOMS 
Students in the specific class cohorts will be 
assigned to designated washrooms in the school. 
Washrooms will be cleaned, and high touch areas 
disinfected several times a day. There will be a 
maximum number of students allowed in a 
washroom at one time. 
 
WATER FOUNTAINS 
Students are encouraged to bring water bottles 
from home, filled to start the day, and may 
subsequently fill their bottle throughout the day. 
The use of the water fountain in their traditional 
manner will not be available for use.  We expect 
water bottle filling stations to be installed in soon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLOSED CAMPUS 
In order to maintain cohort integrity for contact 
tracing purposes, all K-9 schools will have a closed 
campus for lunch. If your child goes home for 
lunch, we ask that you contact the school 
administration.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
RECESS 
Elementary Students: 
All students in Grades 1 to 6 will have a longer 
morning recess and a lunch recess just before 
eating their lunch.  The times of these recesses will 
be staggered to allow only a few cohorts to go 
outside for recess at a time.   
 
Class cohorts will be organized to enter and exit by 
specific doors to avoid any crossover with other 
cohorts in the efforts to maintain physical 
distancing. Each cohort will be directed to play in 
certain areas in the field only.  There will be a 
schedule to allow only one class cohort at a time in 
the playground during specific recess time slots.  
 
Junior High: 
Junior High students will continue to have a 
lunchtime recess, and all 3 cohorts will be outside 
at the same time.  Each cohort will have an 
assigned area in the field.  Physical distancing 
remains an expectation at break times. 
 

PLAYGROUND 
The playground will be off-limits before and after 
school.  Following the recess schedule, only one 
cohort at a time will be permitted to play and use 
the playground equipment.  Students will sanitize 
their hands before leaving their classroom to use 
the playground. After using the playground at the 
end of recess, all students will sanitize their hands 
with hand sanitizer before entering the school.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
LUNCH  
 
All students from Grades 1 to 9 will eat in their 
homeroom class with their cohort. There will be no 
student monitors for the younger students this 
year.  Teachers will supervise lunchtimes. 
 
FOOD IN SCHOOLS 
 
There are clear provincial guidelines around food in 
schools during COVID-19. As a result, treats cannot 
be sent from home for birthdays or special days, 
and teachers will not hand out food or treats in the 
classroom. Potluck events, barbecues or special 
lunch days (e.g. hot lunch days, hot dog day, Lunch 
Lady) are all postponed at this time. Students 
should not share their own food with others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
JUNIOR HIGH OPTION COURSES 
In an effort to maintain Junior High grade cohorts, 
option classes will no longer be cross-graded.  At 
each grade level, students will be assigned to 
options, with approximately 20 students in each 
option.  Option classes have been planned so no 
materials (cameras, iPads, robotics kits) need to be 
shared. Junior High students will have four options 
this year to coincide with the quarters designated 
by the division. 
 
 
 
 
 
JUNIOR HIGH ATHLETICS 
Junior High athletics are currently on hold. These 
frequently involve travel, close contact, lack of 
cohort integrity, and, while valuable, are not 
essential to the educational needs of the students. 
We will await further direction on this aspect of 
school operations. As we continue to navigate 
through this uncharted territory, we will continue 
to look for guidance to help our school find a safe 
path forward to returning to athletics in the school 
setting. 
 
FIELDTRIPS 
There are no fieldtrips planned for any of our 
cohorts at this time.  If a fieldtrip occurs within 
close proximity to the school, including the local 
parish, and other safety protocols remain in place, 
it will be supported.  Fieldtrips involving extended 
travel, overnight accommodation, provincial, 
national or international travel 
are suspended until further 
notice.  The Grade 9 Quebec 
trip has been cancelled for the 
2020-2021 school year.   
 
 

 


