
 

 

 
 

Loving Jesus, 

Teach us to be people known for our joy.  

May each act of service be a joyful act.  

May joy ring through our homes, schools and churches.  

May we always have joy for our journeys.  

Grant us the grace of joy.  

This we pray in your name, Amen 

___________________________ 

 
EASTER TRIVIA: Easter Lilies- The white blossoms 
symbolize the purity of Jesus. Lilies, emerging from the 
earth in the spring, also symbolize new life and the 
resurrection of Christ.  
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The days are getting longer, the flowers are beginning to bloom, the grass is becoming greener, 
and the sun is shining bright. Thank you to all of our families for entering your intentions for next 
year and we are very happy to let you know that the vast majority of our students will return to in 
school learning next year. We look forward to the days when we can all be together again in our 
school. It is important that all of our students continue to maintain strong habits and routines at 
home and at school as we enter the last months of this school year. Please keep checking 
emails and our website for any updates that are posted with important information. We wish you 
all a very happy and restful spring break.  

                                Mrs. Corinne Peacher 

                                Principal 

School Mission, Vision & Charism Statements 

 
School Mission: Holy Family will provide a learning environment that maximizes the opportunity 
for each person to be recognized as a unique and worthwhile human being.      
     
School Vision:  We, at Holy Family School, provide a learning environment that maximizes the 
opportunity for each person to be recognized as a unique and worthwhile human being.  
Students will have the opportunity to learn and develop in a positive and creative family 
environment, allowing them to discover their own gifts and uniqueness and to show an 
appreciation of others.  The dignity and self-worth of each individual will be manifested 
during curricular and extracurricular activities, thus enhancing the student’s self-esteem.  Our 
model in daily living will continue to be our savior, Jesus Christ.  
 
School Charism: United in the warm embrace of the Holy Family we give God glory through 
openness, courtesy, and charity.     

     

 

During the month of April, we celebrate Easter, the holiest, most important feast of the Catholic 
Church, when we remember the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. “Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
Alleluia!” These words of great joy announce Jesus’ victory over suffering and death. We now 
know that Jesus is the light that the darkness cannot overcome. May we continue to proclaim 
the joyful news and celebrate this wondrous gift of light and life as we journey through the fifty 
days of the Easter season. May the celebration of these Great Mysteries of our faith be for you 
and your loved ones a time of reflection, renewal and joy. We are a Resurrection people and we 
bring that heartening message of hope to our school communities each day, especially at 
Easter! Peace be with you and your families during this Easter season!  

 
EASTER TRIVIA: Pretzels - A food often eaten during Lent- the twisted shaped 
symbolizes arms crossed in prayer 

April Message from the Principal 

Chaplain’s Corner  



 

 

 
We are continuing to welcome registration applications at all levels for the 2021-2022 
school year. All registration applications are done online at www.ecsd.net and we invite 
you to share the news of our wonderful school with your neighbors, friends and families. 
Please call the office at 780-463-8858 if you need any help with this process.  
 

Enhanced Academic Program (EAP) – Jr High 

 
We are pleased to share news about the new programming that is set to begin at Holy Family 
School for the 2021-2022 school year for our junior high learners. The Enhanced Academic 
Program (EAP) prepares students for high intellectual engagement by starting the development 
of skills and acquisition of knowledge as early as possible. The junior high years can provide a 
powerful opportunity for students to acquire the skills, habits of mind and concepts they need to 
engage in higher levels of learning. The EAP program prepares students for an advanced 
academic program and a future in university or college. 

Students who will be successful in this program can perform at rigorous academic levels and 
enjoy being challenged to expand their knowledge and skills. 

We encourage our grade 6-8 families to read more about this exciting program and view an 
informational slideshow on our website under the heading “Programs”. You can also access the 
application form here.  If you would like any further information or to discuss your child’s interest 
in this program, please contact the principal, Mrs. Peacher at 780-463-8858.  

If you will require yellow bus service for your child(ren) for the 2021-2022 school year, is it 
important that you call the office staff to arrange for applying as soon as possible.  

 

Christ is Risen! We wish your family a blessed Easter this year. The Easter observance is held 
in conjunction with our Spring break this year. We return to school on Tuesday, April 6th 
following Easter Monday. 

 

Kindergarten to Grade 9 Registrations  

Bus Service 2021-2022  

Spring & Easter Break  

http://www.ecsd.net/


 

 

Out of School Care Center 

 
We are pleased to announce that Educational Planning has facilitated the opening of a 
new Before and After School center in our school! The Holy Family Out Of School Care 
Center is ready to accept new clients.    
For more information, please contact Amanda Derksen at 780-782-3614 or email 
at holyfamilyoutofschoolcare@gmail.com.    
  
We are looking forward to a great partnership and another way to provide more service 
to our community.    

Parent – Teacher Interviews 
 

  
We hope that all parents/guardians of our students are regularly checking your child’s 
PowerSchool to keep up to date on the progress and learning that they are engaged 
in  Parent-Teacher Interviews on April 15th from 1pm to 5pm for grades 1-9. 
Kindergarten students will have their interviews at different times throughout the day as 
they do not have classes on that date. The monthly kindergarten newsletter will share 
that specific information. 
Following the same format as our interviews in November, you will receive a message 
in the first week of April to make your appointment for a virtual interview with the 
teacher(s) if you wish. 
 

 

 
EASTER TRIVIA: Nearly 90 million chocolate bunnies are made each 
year. On average 76% of people eat the chocolate ears of a bunny first. 
 
 

 

 
Check out our website for important information and updates:www.HolyFamily.ecsd.net.  

Holy Family School is also live on Twitter. Search @HolyFamilyECSD and follow 
us for updates, news and to see the daily activities and learning that is happening at our 
school.  
Finally, please remember to regulalry check the email that you have on file with us at 
the school for updates through our SWIFT email system. If you have a new address, 
please be sure to provide that to our office so that you will continue to receive our 
messages.  
 
EASTER TRIVIA: The first Easter eggs were colored red in memory of the blood Jesus 
shed during His crucifixion.  

 

Communication 

mailto:holyfamilyoutofschoolcare@gmail.com
http://www.holyfamily.ecsd.net/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

April 2021 

 

“Today the Church’s proclamation echoes throughout the world: “Jesus Christ is risen!” – “He 

is truly risen!”. 

Like a new flame this Good News springs up in the night: the night of a world already faced with 

epochal challenges and now oppressed by a pandemic severely testing our whole human family. 

In this night, the Church’s voice rings out: “Christ, my hope, has arisen!” 

 (Pope Francis, Urbi et Orbi message, 04/12/20) 

 

 

A year ago, Pope Francis gave an Easter address and blessing that still resonates very deeply 
with our global circumstance today.  He spoke of the impact of the pandemic on our lives and 
issued a call to us to work together, to shed our indifference, and to let the triumph of Christ in 
his glory shine through in our hearts and our lives.  We are an Easter people, and we will work 
together to bring living witness to our faith with hope and joy! 
 
On March 24, our Board of Trustees passed our 2022-2025 Capital Plan.  This plan identifies the 

Division’s highest priority school facility requirements for the forthcoming three-year period. 

For each year of the plan, projects are listed in order of priority. This plan will be submitted to 

Alberta Education so that they are aware of our needs when they are deciding on building 

schools across the province.  You can view our Capital Plan by visiting www.ecsd.net or by 

clicking here. 

 

We are pleased to announce that Edmonton Catholic Schools will be consolidating all of its 

departments, with the exception of Facility Services, to one central location! We want to ensure 

that we can maximize funding to our schools and classrooms rather than supporting old and 

inefficient infrastructure. We are fulfilling a commitment to find operational efficiencies and 

financial savings for the entire Division.  ECSD has purchased the building known as the 50th 

Street Atria (9405 – 50 Street), and this will bring together more than 300 Division employees 

under one roof, reducing our administrative physical footprint by 12 per cent.  The purchase, 

which uses only Capital Reserves, will see us saving over a million dollars a year in operations 

and maintenance.  We will also be selling the 5 administrative buildings that are currently being 

used to bolster the Capital Reserves.  Click here to learn more about this innovative project. 

  
Thank you to all our families for sharing your learning intentions for the 2021-2022 school year.  
We are approaching the fall with the hope that we will be out of the grip of the pandemic and 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/urbi/documents/papa-francesco_20200412_urbi-et-orbi-pasqua.html
http://www.ecsd.net/
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1510/three-year-capital-plan
https://www.ecsd.net/page/15972/new-lumen-christi-catholic-education-centre


 

 

families will be comfortable with in-person learning.  We are pleased to share that over 97% of 
our families have indicated that they plan to return to in-person learning in September. 
 
In the fall of 2020, ECSD hired an independent research team to evaluate our School Resource 
Officer (SRO) program in order to identify its strengths and to make recommendations on its 
areas for growth.  The team is composed of 3 researchers from the University of Alberta, 
University of Toronto, and Carleton University. This year long study will explore how the current 
SRO Program impacts various areas of interest such as school safety, student engagement, 
crime, diversion from the justice system and diversion from Child and Family Service 
involvement.  It will also explore the experience of students, parents, staff, and officers through 
a mixed methods approach.  Families in schools that have an SRO will receive more information 
directly from the Division about participation in the study in the upcoming months. 
 
Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, 
last fall. This month, our Division Chaplain Father Julian Bilyj writes about chapter 7, Paths of 
Renewed Encounter, and chapter 8, Religions at the Service of Fraternity in our World. The 
article is included as an accompaniment to this newsletter. 
 
Since this month marks the final installment of our Fratelli Tutti  
journey, I will leave you with one of the prayers that Pope Francis shares in the encyclical: 
  

A Prayer to the Creator 

Lord, Father of our human family, 

you created all human beings equal in dignity: 

pour forth into our hearts a fraternal spirit 

and inspire in us a dream of renewed encounter, 

dialogue, justice and peace. 

Move us to create healthier societies 

and a more dignified world, 

a world without hunger, poverty, violence and war. 

May our hearts be open 

to all the peoples and nations of the earth. 

May we recognize the goodness and beauty 

that you have sown in each of us, 

and thus forge bonds of unity, common projects, 

and shared dreams. 

Amen. 

 
Have a joyous Easter season! 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html


 

 

 
Easter, A Time of Hope  

Christ is Risen! Truly, He is Risen!  

Today, we celebrate the glorious feast of the Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  

Today, we sing a hymn of victory, for in our Lord’s Passover from death to life, Christ our God has 

brought us from earth to heaven.  

Truly, “this is the day that the Lord has made; let us exalt and rejoice in it!”  

On that first Easter morning, Mary Magdalene and the other myrhh-bearing women went to the tomb to 

anoint the body of Jesus, which had been taken down from the cross and laid in a new tomb. When they 

arrive, an angel greets them saying, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 

crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Go quickly and tell his disciples. So they left 

the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples” (Matthew 28: 5-8).  

As Christians we are above all people of hope.  

The message of Easter is the message of hope. Jesus comes into the world as one of us to tell us of God’s 

love and to invite us to follow him. In Jesus’ death and resurrection, he offers us the hope of a new life, 

eternal life, in communion with God as God had intended when he first created us.  

Pope Francis, in his latest book, “Let Us Dream, the Path to a Better Future,” sees hope as one of the 

lessons learned coming out of the pandemic. He writes, “To come out of this crisis better, we have to see 

clearly, choose well, and act right. Let’s talk about how. Let us dare to dream.”  

Crisis comes from the Ancient Greek κρίσις (krísis). [Remember My Big Fat Greek Wedding? Give me a 

word, any word, and I will show you that the root of that word is Greek!]. Crisis means decisive moment, 

a turning point. Crisis does not just mean that the world is coming to an end and I don’t know what to do. 

Rather, crisis also has the meaning in the sense of opportunity, a crossroad, with a choice on which road 

shall we travel next.  

Pope Francis offers a path to a better future. He sees hope coming out of the crisis of the pandemic. 

Amongst the inspiring words coming out of his book “Let Us Dream,” the Holy Father writes: 

 

We must redesign the economy so that it can offer every person access to a dignified existence while 

protecting and regenerating the natural world.  

What is the greatest fruit of a personal crisis? I’d say patience, sprinkled with a healthy sense of 

humour, which allows us to endure and make space for change to happen.  
 

Jesus’ resurrection from the dead offers us new hope. But it also offers us a choice. We can return to our 

old sinful ways where me, myself and I are my closest and only friends, or we can see the world through 

new eyes, see creation and each other the way God sees us, with love and mercy. Let us dare to dream of 

a better future!  

 

Easter is truly a time of hope!  

 

Christ is Risen! Truly, He is Risen!  

 

Bishop David 

 

 


