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A new year is about to unfold  
With new opportunities to explore  

Doors will open for new experiences,  
New adventures with the Lord  

Remember not the former things,  
The things of this past year,  

The Lord will do new things in us,  
Much more than we are aware  
For He will make a way for us  

As we put our trust in Him  
And He will guide our every step  
By His presence we have within  

What God has placed within our hearts,  
We find we'll be able to do  

If we look for the opportunities,  
We'll see the door to go through  

We mustn't let anything hold us back  
But rise up and take our place  

And be all that God wants us to be  
With a fresh touch of His grace  

 -By M.S. Lowndes- 

 

  

       

 

 
          
 
 



 

 

    
As we begin a new year, our wish for all of our Holy Family community is that God will continue 
to bless you with good health, joy, peace, and contentment. 

 
We welcome our children back and continue our school year focused on student learning. 
Thank you to our families for your support in talking with your child about their learning, for 
setting up successful homework routines, successful online environments and for reading with 
your child. A great step towards student success is through a strong effort and continued 
progress every day. As a staff, we are always working and learning to grow in our profession, to 
become more knowledgeable, more able to share our gifts, to teach and inspire our students to 
work and become lifelong learners, readers, writers and problem solvers. Blessings to you this 
new year! 

Corinne Peacher    Jesse Diachuk 

Principal     Assistant Principal 

School Mission and Vision Statements 

 
School Mission: Holy Family will provide a learning environment that maximizes the opportunity for each 
person to be recognized as a unique and worthwhile human being.   
  
School Vision:  We, at Holy Family School, provide a learning environment that maximizes the 
opportunity for each person to be recognized as a unique and worthwhile human being.  Students will 
have the opportunity to learn and develop in a positive and creative family environment, allowing them to 
discover their own gifts and uniqueness and to show an appreciation of others.  The dignity and self-worth 
of each individual will be manifested during curricular and extracurricular activities, thus enhancing the 
student’s self-esteem.  Our model in daily living will continue to be our savior, Jesus Christ.   
  
School Charism: United in the warm embrace of the Holy Family we give God glory through openness, 
courtesy, and charity.  

 

 

“And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense 

and myrrh”. Matthew 2:11 
 

Three mysterious visitors, kings, sages, wise men (Zoroastrians), come from the East to 
Bethlehem to visit the newborn Christ child. There is much mystery and intrigue. They follow a 
magnificent star. They present gifts of great meaning and significance. They have to avoid 
Herod, the wicked king of the region, who resists the appearance of God's love. 
The word "epiphany" itself means manifestation or revelation. In our tradition, it is the story of 
the revelation of God and of God's love in the child born in Bethlehem. The revelation is meant 
for all people, as symbolized by the arrival of the visitors from far, far away. The theme is clear. 
There is no limit or boundary to God's love. The whole world, the whole universe and the whole 
creation is included in that love!  

January Message from Administration Team 

Chaplain’s Corner  

 



 

 

 

  It is important that we always have the most up-to-date information for our families in the event 
we are ever required to contact you for safety, learning or informational reasons. We are also 
utilizing SWIFT Connect which is a district program that sends out mass emails of phone calls 
for information and updating of our families. If you have a recently updated or changed any of 
your contact information including home, work or cellphone or home or email addresses, 
please let us know by calling 780-463-8858. 

                                                                                                     

 
  We ask that you ensure students come to school dressed in appropriate clothing for the cold 

Canadian winter. Snowpants, boots, mittens, scarf and a hat are a must for playing on the 
snow-covered field. Boots should be worn at all times outside for safety and comfort. Every 
effort is made to ensure all students go outside properly dressed, but we ask that you assist us 
in this by talking to your children about safety during cold weather and the proper dress that is 
always required.  
Staff consult the weather updates throughout the day to make the informed decision about 
whether children will go outside for recesses or remain indoors. The expectation is that 
children will go outside when the weather is -20 degrees or warmer including wind chill. Again, 
it is important that you child is dressed to go outside during the day.  

 

Canadian Test of Basic Skills 

 
   The Canadian Test of Basic Skills will be given to students in grade six during the period of  
   January 11th-15th. These tests are administered to all students across the District. Students   
   will be writing these tests in language arts and mathematics. These are standardized tests,  
   which measure students’ academic growth from year to year. The results provide us with  
   another source of information which teachers can use to effectively program plan for their  
   students. To help your child do their best, please ensure they get a good night’s sleep and a 

good breakfast. Please help your child be ensuring that they  
   get a good night’s sleep and adequate breakfast so that they may be ready to write! Results are  
   always available to parents once they are received from Central Office. 

Absences/Lates and Updated Contact Information 

Cold Weather Updates 

Extreme weather conditions are when the weather including windchill is colder than -20 degrees.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Check out our website for important information and updates. We publish our calendar 
and newsletter on our website as well. Any updates or changes can be found as well so 
check back often! We send out regular updates through SWIFT messaging service 
directly to our family emails. It is important that we have your updated, correct email for 
these updates.  

Holy Family Catholic School is also live on Twitter. Search @HolyFamilyECSD and 
follow us for updates, news and to see the daily activities and learning that is happening at our 
school. 
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January 2021 

 

Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (John 15:5-9) 

 

Every year, from January 18-25, Christians around the world join together for the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. The Canadian Council of Churches shares the following: 

The 2021 theme – Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (John 15:5-9) – calls us 
to pray and to work for reconciliation and unity in the church, with our human family, 
and with all of creation. Drawing on the Gospel image of vine and branches, it invites us 
to nourish unity with God and with one another through contemplative silence, prayer, 
and common action. Grafted into Christ the vine as many diverse branches, may we bear 
rich fruit and create new ways of living, with respect for and communion with all of 
creation. (https://www.weekofprayer.ca/2021-week-prayer-christian-unity-theme) 

 
Joining together in prayer and communion with others is an excellent way to begin our calendar 
year, especially on the heels of repeated periods of isolation over the past many months.  Visit 
weekofprayer.ca to learn more. 
 
The new calendar year marks the beginning of our planning for the 2021-22 school year.  This 
year, our planning will take on a very different look and feel.  Our schools will be holding virtual 
Open Houses so that students and families can still get a good sense of what is offered as they 
make their learning choices for the next school year.  You can learn more about our Open 
Houses by visiting our school websites.  We are pleased to be taking registrations online again 
this year.  Visit register.ecsd.net beginning January 11, 2021 to find your school and follow the 
steps to register if you are new to Edmonton Catholic Schools.  A complete listing of Open 
Houses can be found there as well. 
 
Edmonton Catholic Schools is excited to be building a new K-9 school in the Keswick and a new 

high school in Heritage Valley.  We would like to hear your voice in naming them!  The culture 
and ethos of the school community will evolve from the name of a Catholic school.  The 
intention of the name is to support the mission of the Catholic school to be consistent with the 
mission of the Catholic Church and to establish and deepen the relationship of everyone in the 
school with the person of Jesus Christ as members of his Body, the Church.  Visit www.ecsd.net 
and click on the ‘name our schools’ graphic to view the guidelines for submitting a name.  

https://www.weekofprayer.ca/2021-week-prayer-christian-unity-theme
http://www.ecsd.net/
http://www.ecsd.net/


 

 

Submissions are electronic through the site and will be accepted until 4 pm on January 31, 
2021. 
 
 

. . . 2 
In the fall, we hosted a virtual opportunity for parents and guardians to learn more about 

supporting their children’s mental health during COVID-19 times.  We are pleased to offer a 

follow-up virtual event on January 19 from 7-8 pm.  We have moved in and out of a virtual, 

remote existence in the past many months, and that has posed tremendous challenges to our 

mental health and wellbeing.  We are travelling in uncharted territory as parents and 

caregivers, and in addition to paying close attention to ourselves, we need to be extra vigilant 

with our young people.  It is our hope that this evening will give you a few more tools to help 

you support your families in establishing and maintaining good mental health in an increasingly 

digital world.  Visit our website for more information on the event and register early! 

Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, 
last fall.  Beginning this month, our Religious Education Services (RES) will be sharing monthly 
articles on the topic to help bring it to life for our community.  This month, our RES Manager, 
Sandra Talarico, writes about the introduction and first two chapters.   
 
As we anticipate the Week of Prayer for Christian unity, I will leave you with a final word from 
our Holy Father: “To pray is to light a candle in the darkness. #Prayer rouses us from the 
tepidness of a purely horizontal existence, lifts our gaze to higher things, makes us attuned to 
the Lord, allows God to be close to us; it frees us from our solitude and gives us hope.” (Twitter, 
12/15/20)     
 
Many blessings in the New Year! 
 
Sincerely, 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html


 

 

EPIPHANY, THEOPHANY – THE SHOWING FORTH OF 
GOD! 

 

 Epiphany! Theophany! Two good Greek words 

expressing and proclaiming to the world the 

showing forth of God in His fullness. In the first 

centuries of Christianity, the feast of the Epiphany 

was regarded as a collective feast for it embraced 

other events in the life of Jesus which bore witness 

to His divinity – namely, His Nativity, the homage 

of the Wise Men from the East, the Baptism of the 

Lord in the river Jordan, the first miracle at the 

wedding in Cana of Galilee and the miraculous 

multiplication of the loaves. St. Augustine in his 

homily on the Feast of the Epiphany said: “Today 

we celebrate the mystery of the Epiphany on earth. 

Today God, by means of a star in the heavens, 

heralded His Nativity; and by baptism in the 

Jordan, He sanctified water for the renewal of 

humankind; at a wedding in Cana of Galilee, He 

changed water into wine; and with five loaves of 

bread, He fed five thousand people.”    

In the Eastern Church (Ukrainian Catholic Church) the main emphasis of the feast is on the Baptism 

of the Lord in the river Jordan by John and the public manifestation of the incarnate Word to the world. 

Epiphany is the showing forth of God because it was there, at the Baptism of Jesus, that all three Persons 

of the Holy Trinity appeared for the first time. The Father’s voice testified from heaven that Jesus is 

the Son of God. The Son accepted His Father’s testimony, and the Holy Spirit was seen descending from 

the Father in the form of a dove and resting upon the Son.  

“And when Jesus had been baptized, just as He came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were 

opened to Him and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on Him. And the 

voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with Whom I am well pleased.’” (Matthew 3: 16-

17)  

God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – plays an important role in the life and worship of every Christian. 

In the Eastern Church we make the sign of the cross with the thumb and first two fingers representing 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. An Eastern Catholic brings these three fingers together to 

signify that s/he believes not in the three Gods but in One. We are baptized in the name of the Trinity; 

every liturgy in the Eastern Church begins with the name of the Trinity; we are blessed in the name of 

the Trinity; we confess our faith in the Holy Trinity when we say in the Nicene Creed: “I believe in 

One God, the Father, the Almighty… I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ… I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life…”  

The doctrine of the Trinity may seem incomprehensible and remote; yet it is one of the basic teachings 

of the Catholic Church. It is basic because it tells us so much about God, about how Christians have 

 



 

 

experienced His presence in the past and about how we may experience the fullness of His presence 

today. Saint Peter and the other apostles, for example, knew God in three ways. They knew God as 

“Father”. They knew God as: “Son” in the person of Jesus Christ. On Pentecost they experienced God 

as “Holy Spirit”, as a presence and power within their own hearts and within the Church. 

The Trinity means that I believe in God the Father Who made me; God the Son Who saves me, God 

the Holy Spirit Who lives in me. God the Father: for us in love! God the Son: with us in grace! God the 

Holy Spirit: in us in power! 

 
Resources: “A Byzantine Rite. Liturgical Year.” Julian J. Katrij, OSBM. Basilian Fathers Publication. Detroit, 1983. 

http://lit.royaldoors.net/2013/12/09/january-6-2014-the-holy-theophany-of-our-lord-god-and-saviour-jesus-

christ/ 

 

Christ is Born! Glorify Him! 

Fr. Julian Bilyj 

ECSD Chaplain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Encyclical Letter: Fratelli Tutti 

of the Holy Father, Francis 

on Fraternity and Social Friendship 

A Summary 

 

Introduction 

 

Inspired by Saint Francis of Assisi, Pope Francis gives us Fratelli Tutti, a proposal for a way of 

life marked by the flavour of the Gospel. It is a call to love others as brothers and sisters; to 

recognize and love every person with a love without limits; and to encounter others in a way that 

is capable of overcoming all distance and every temptation. Fratelli Tutti does not claim to offer 

a comprehensive teaching on fraternal love but seeks rather to consider its universal scope - the 

dignity of each and every human person. 

 

Chapter One: Dark Clouds Over A Closed World 

 

The first chapter describes the dark clouds that extend to all parts of the world, hindering the 

development of universal fraternity and leaving many people wounded by the roadside, 

discarded and rejected. It reflects on the many distortions of the contemporary era: the 

manipulation and the deformity of democracy, freedom, justice; the loss of the meaning of the 

social community and history; selfishness and indifference toward the common good; the market 

system based on profit and the culture of waste; unemployment, racism, poverty; and the 

disparity of rights. While these inequities may tempt us to raise our arms in surrender, this is not 

the way to restore hope and bring about renewal. We must follow a culture of the other; of 

reviving the sense that we are a global community, and that our lifestyles, our relationships, the 

organization of our societies, and the meaning of our existence, matter. 

 

 

Chapter Two: A Stranger On The Road 

 

The second chapter is dedicated to this figure of the stranger on the road, wounded and cast aside 

amid the dark clouds of a closed world; a society that has turned its back on the suffering and 

care of its most frail and vulnerable. Just like the Good Samaritan, we are called to become 

neighbours to others, to overcome prejudices, personal interests, and historical and cultural 

barriers. We are called to create a society that includes and integrates the fallen and the suffering. 

Pope Francis calls us to rediscover our vocation as citizens of our own nations and of the world. 

He summons us to be builders of a new social order and to be aware that the existence of each 

and every individual is deeply tied to the other; that Christ is the face of the other.  

 

By Sandra Talarico 

     Manager, Religious Education Services 
 
 

 


