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Dear God, 

Thank you for the many blessings of this school year. 

Thank you for the wonderful children you have entrusted to our care, who, 

with their individual gifts and collective spirit, have grown in their learning 

and living. 

Thank you for our staff who time and time again show love, knowledge, 

intelligence, commitment, creativity, and humor in their ways of being. 

Thank you for our parents and families for their important faith, support, 

and partnership. 

Thank you for the grace-filled moments that happen here every day in 

many ways. 

Thank you for the gift of those who are leaving us, the gift of those who are 

coming to us, and the gift of those who will continue to work for the 

community of Holy Family. 

Bless us all with the joy and wonder of summer days. Amen 

                                                        



June Message from Administration Team 

 
Happy Father’s Day   

  
A Dad is a person who is loving and kind.   

And often he knows what you have on your mind.   
He’s someone who listens, suggests and defends,   

A Dad can be one of your very best friends!   

 
We have reached the end of the school year and the last months have been highly 
unusual!  We are hoping that the school year will begin as normal in September 2021 
and look forward to seeing all of our students in the fall. A year end newsletter will be 
posted in the third week of June to share information about any changes that may occur 
in September as well as information for the beginning of the new school year.  
 
The staff of Holy Family School extends wishes for you and your families of sunny days 
and extra time with those you love; long days to be together. May God's gift of 
summertime be a time of rest and renewal for you and your loved ones.  
 

Mrs. C. Peacher                                       Ms. N. Turko 
Principal                                                  Acting Assistant Principal 

 

School Mission and Vision 

 
School Mission: Holy Family will provide a learning environment that maximizes the opportunity 
for each person to be recognized as a unique and worthwhile human being.      
     
School Vision:  We, at Holy Family School, provide a learning environment that maximizes the 
opportunity for each person to be recognized as a unique and worthwhile human being.  
Students will have the opportunity to learn and develop in a positive and creative family 
environment, allowing them to discover their own gifts and uniqueness and to show an 
appreciation of others.  The dignity and self-worth of each individual will be manifested 
during curricular and extracurricular activities, thus enhancing the student’s self-esteem.  Our 
model in daily living will continue to be our savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 

 
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven” 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 

During this school year we have had time for learning, time for praying and time for 
sharing our many gifts.  At this time, it is important for us all to pause to remember and 
reflect upon the many wonderful experiences that we have shared and thank God for 
the many blessings He has bestowed upon us. 
 
As we celebrate Father’s Day on June 20th, it is a wonderful time for us to honor all 
men, be they fathers, grandfathers, uncles, brothers or others who fill this special role in 
the lives of our children. Happy Father’s Day 



Staffing Update for 2021-2022 

 

 We are currently building our staff list for the 2020-2021 school year and will be 

sharing that information with you as soon as we have completed this important work. 

Look for a year end short newsletter in the third week of June updating this and other 

information. 

Creating Class Lists for 2021-2022 

 
One of the responsibilities at this busy time of year is to begin preparing our school to 
welcome our students, current and new, next year. Creating class configurations is part 
of that preparation. There are many considerations made when creating class lists. 
Teachers, paraprofessionals and administrators work together considering the following 
criteria and factors when creating these lists: 
 

-independence of the child 
-learning styles and preferences 
-appropriate balance of genders 
-academic challenges/success of the child 
-partnerships with other children 
-talents and style of the teacher 
-previous class placements 

 
While as the parent we honor that you are the first educator of your child, we ask that 
you allow us to make the best choice for your child’s school experience based upon all 
of the factors and criteria that are considered when placing children in their classroom.  
 

Library Book Return 

 

We will close our school library on Friday, June 18th for summer preparation and 

inventory. Please be sure that you child has returned his or her books prior to that 

day.  

 

School Calendar 

 

Just a reminder that all ECSD school websites include a calendar for your viewing 

and to keep you up to date with any additions or changes that may occur during the 

months. Please be sure to check there for information. www.holyfamily.ecsd.net. 

 



Last Days of Instruction   

 
Thursday June 24th is a full day of instruction for all grades 1 - 9 students. Friday June 
25th is our final day of instruction and remote learning for our students in Grade 1 to 
Grade 9. Summer break begins at 11:55am on June 25th.  All final report cards will be 
available on-line in PowerSchool at 12:00 noon, June 25.   
 

 
 

Return of School Items  

 
For our online learners, we have set aside June 22 during 8am-3:30pm to accept 
returns of any of your school items that need to be returned. Please call the office at 
780-463-8858 to set up a time for the safe return of your items.  
 

School Fee Credits 
 

Some school fees for 2020-2021 for yellow buses or other fees or expenses throughout 
the year may be credited to parents and carried over into 2021-2022 school year.  If you 
have questions about fee refunds, please phone the main office before June 24th.  
 

School Supplies 2021-2022 

 
Planning for next year is well underway! Supply lists will be available June 1 on our 
school website for your convenience. Please visit www.holyfamily@ecsd.net to access 
the list of supplies for your child’s grade beginning June 1st.  
 

 
We are also providing the option of purchasing school supplies through School Start for 
the 2021-2022 school year. If you wish to use this optional service, you can visit 
www.schoolstart.ca.  School supply kits ordered through School Start will be delivered 
to your home.  
If you have any questions about your School Start order, please contact them directly at 
info@schoolstart.ca or by phone at 1-800-580-1868. 
 

 

School Start Supply Packages 

http://www.schoolstart.ca/
mailto:info@schoolstart.ca


Transportation 2021-2022 – ETS or Yellow School Bus 

If your child required ETS or Yellow School Bus transportation for the 2021-2022 school 
year, the cost is $36.75 per month (Elementary) and $61.50 per month (Junior High) for 
a bus pass.  If your child requires yellow bus service for the Laurel catchment areas, 
please contact the school office as soon as possible to complete a transportation 
form.  Completing this form will ensure that your child is registered with 
transportation services for yellow bus services for next year and that yellow bus service 
begins the first day of school. There are family and annual rates available as well. 

                                                                                          

 

Holy Family Out of School Care 

 
Holy Family Out of School Care is up and running! If you wish to have questions 
answered or a tour of the care center, please call Amanda Derksen at 780-782-3614 or 
email holyfamilyoutofschoolcare@gmail.com. 
 

Twitter and Website 

 

Holy Family Elementary Jr High School is on Twitter. Search 
@HolyFamilyECSD and follow us for updates, news and to see the daily activities and 
learning that is happening at our school. Find news and information as well on our 
website at www.holyfamily.ecsd.net. 
 
                      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2021 

 

“…Well done good and faithful servant…”  ~Matthew 25:21~ 

  

Our theme for this year has been God Calls Us Each By Name, and that has been the 
perfect description for what our students, families, and staff have experienced.  In managing 
the turmoil, and often chaos, that has arisen out of the pandemic, we have each been called to 
be many things in ways far beyond what we are used to:  patient, diligent, caring, calm, 
resilient, flexible, understanding, forgiving, creative, courageous, and so much more.  As our 
year comes to a close, the passage from Matthew seems a fitting punctuation mark.  Thank you 
to every member of the Edmonton Catholic Schools family who has risen to the challenges 
before us and answered God’s call as a good and faithful servant! 

 
We were so glad to see all our in-person learning students return to class on May 25.  We 

are a people of hope, and we look forward to having more stability and structure in the 2021-22 

school year.  In the Spring, we asked you to declare your intention for in-person or online 

learning for the 2021-22 school year.  You will receive a notification from your school in mid-

June asking you to inform the Division should you decide to change your choice.  You will have 

until August 2 if you are in a year-round calendar school and August 16 if you are in a regular 

calendar school to indicate a final change of choice.  There will be no changes after August 16 as 

we will have to staff based on the number of students in each school.   

 

Edmonton Catholic Schools is excited to launch our new Faith Alive website and 

welcome our ECSD students and families to explore the beauty of our faith.  We created this 

digital space after the Division's Student Voice members identified this project as an area of 

opportunity for young people and families to find quality Catholic content online.  Faith Alive 

will provide students and families with a wealth of information and resources to help you 

become active in prayer, worship, and study.  Visit ecsd.net/faithalive to start your journey.  

 

The May 26 Public Meeting of the Board also saw our Board of Trustees passing our 

Division Budget for the upcoming year.  You can learn more about the budget by visiting 

www.ecsd.net or clicking here.  Edmonton Catholic Schools has worked diligently to increase 

funding to the classroom through improvements in the delivery of administration, operations and 

https://ecsd.net/faithalive
http://www.ecsd.net/
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1505/division-budget


maintenance.  A total of 78.8% of this budget will support student instruction, while 
system administration expenses are 2.7%, which is lower than the 3.15% cap established by 
Alberta Education.  

 

In May, our eyes were turned to mothers and a celebration of Mary.  In June, let us turn 
our eyes to fathers and father figures and to St. Joseph, Jesus’ earthly father.  In his Apostolic 
Letter, Patris Corde, our  
Holy Father Pope Francis declared this to be the year of St. Joseph.  He shares the following:  
“Fathers are not born but made. A man does not become a father simply by bringing a child 
into the world, but by taking up the responsibility to care for that child. Whenever a man 
accepts responsibility for the life of another, in some way he becomes a father to that person.”  
Happy Father’s Day to all those who have accepted the sacred responsibility of nurturing our 
children! 
 
Have a wonderful June and a restful summer.  We look forward to a new beginning in the 2021-
22 school year! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
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The Body and Blood of Christ in Service to Others  

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, historically known by its Latin 

name, Corpus Christi, celebrates the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist - Body, 

Blood, Soul, and Divinity. This year recognized on Sunday, June the 6th, this feast originated in 

France in the mid-thirteenth century and was extended to the whole Church by Pope Urban IV in 

1264. Corpus Christi highlights two manifestations of the Body of Christ: the Holy Eucharist, 

and the Church. During every Mass, our attention is directed towards the Eucharist, the Real 

Presence of Christ and upon the Body of Christ as it is present in the Church; the intimate 

communion which Jesus shared with his disciples.  

For us Catholics, the Eucharist is one of the clearest places to encounter Christ. In Holy 

Communion, we receive Jesus Christ, and this intimate union with Christ both signifies and 

strengthens our union with Him and His Church. While the practice of attending and 

participating in the Mass is central to our faith, the last year has been particularly challenging, 

given the realities of Covid. In the early months, public Masses were suspended and access to 

Confession and other sacramental celebrations were restricted. Many Catholics could not 

physically receive Jesus Christ in Holy Communion, yet their commitment to God and Church 

were not deterred. They still embraced the presence of Christ in the Scriptures, with each other, 

and in the vulnerable, especially evident in the various good works shown to others during the 

pandemic.  

As we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Precious Body and Blood of Jesus Christ this 

weekend, let us give thanks for this beautiful Sacrament and be reminded that our worship of 

Jesus in His Body and Blood calls us to offer to God our Father our undivided love and an 

offering of ourselves to the service of others.  
 

Archbishop of Edmonton  

June 2021 
 
 
 


