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Blessed be all mothers 

Who have come into our lives 
Whose kindness, care and loving 

Remain with us to guide. 
 

Your inspiration in us 
Made us strive in every way 

Especially to remember 
Helping others makes our day. 

 
Mothers, this little tribute 

Flows directly from my heart 
You are so loved and cherished 
Invaluable, one and all, you are. 

 
Susan Kramer 
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 As we celebrate Mother's Day this month, it is a wonderful time for us to honor all women, be 
they mothers, grandmothers, aunts, sisters or others who fill this vital role in the lives of our 

children. May all these women feel a sense of peace, joy and understanding in the 
wonder of the children in their lives. Happy Mother’s Day!  
 

May the spring sunshine brighten all of our days and enhance our gratitude for life.  

Corinne Peacher    Nicole Turko 

Principal     Acting Assistant Principal 

School Mission and Vision Statements 

 
School Mission: Holy Family will provide a learning environment that maximizes the opportunity 
for each person to be recognized as a unique and worthwhile human being.     
    
School Vision:  We, at Holy Family School, provide a learning environment that maximizes the 
opportunity for each person to be recognized as a unique and worthwhile human being.  
Students will have the opportunity to learn and develop in a positive and creative family 
environment, allowing them to discover their own gifts and uniqueness and to show an 
appreciation of others.  The dignity and self-worth of each individual will be manifested 
during curricular and extracurricular activities, thus enhancing the student’s self-esteem.  Our 
model in daily living will continue to be our savior, Jesus Christ.     
    
School Charism: United in the warm embrace of the Holy Family we give God glory through 
openness, courtesy, and charity.    

 
Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

word."  Then the angel departed from her.  Luke 1:38 
 

May is the month of Mary, the most important woman in the life of God's people.  She is the 
mother of Jesus, our Savior, who was sent unto the world to free us all from sin.  Mary said yes 
to becoming the mother of Jesus, and in doing so, said yes to life.  We honor Mary and try to 
imitate her example by opening our lives to the love of God.  
We share so much with Mary.  Like her, we are called to be disciples of her Son.  When she and 
Joseph found Jesus in the temple, they both learned more of what being disciples meant.  It 
means giving over to God the Father the things in our life which are most precious to us.  
Discipleship is impossible without faith and Mary's example of faith calls us to the same 
commitment.  When she said YES to God she called us to faith in Christ by her example.   
Together we pray to God through Mary and give honor to her for the Holy life she lived. 

          Happy Mother's Da 

May Message from Administration Team 

Chaplain’s Corner  



Kindergarten - Gr 9 Registrations for 2021-2022 

  
All registration applications are being taken online only at www.ecsd.net. Please phone 
the office at 780-463-8858 if you need any help at all. We are receiving new 
registrations every week and look forward to working with you and your child.  
 

 

 
It is important that we always have the most up-to-date information for our families in 

the event we are ever required to contact you for safety, learning or informational 
reasons. We are also utilizing SWIFT Connect which is a district program that sends out 

mass emails or phone calls for information and updating our families. If you have a 
recently updated or changed any of your contact information including home, work or 
cellphone or home or email addresses, please let us know by calling 780-463-8858.  

 

This is the 70th year of Mental Health Week in Canada, a week for communities, schools 
and workplaces to rally to celebrate, promote and protect mental health. Please take 
some time to peruse the many resources that have been shared by our community 
partners. Even more prevalent now, with COVID-19 impacting our daily lives, Mental 
health and Wellness is on the forefront of our minds and hearts. We are truly all in this 
together and can learn to support one another as best we can.  
 

 
 

 

Canadian Mental Health Association    Bell Let’s Talk 
Anxiety Canada       Kids Help Phone 

 
Connecting with others and our communities doesn’t just feel good. It’s good for 

our mental health. Feeling socially connected means you feel close and 
connected to others, and you don’t have to be in physical proximity to nurture a 

sense of closeness and connection.  
Use the hashtags GetReal and #MentalHealthWeek to connect on social media.  

Updated Contact Information Request 

Mental Health Week May 3 - 9 

https://cmha.ca/
https://letstalk.bell.ca/en/
https://www.anxietycanada.com/
https://kidshelpphone.ca/


Holy Family Out of School Care 

 
The Holy Family Out Of School Care Center is now open and is accepting new clients.   
 
For more information, please contact Amanda Derksen at 780-782-3614 or email 
at holyfamilyoutofschoolcare@gmail.com.   
 
We are looking forward to a great partnership and another way to provide more service to our 
community.   
 

 
The week of May 10-14 is Catholic Education Week and May13 is World Catholic Education 
Day. It is a time when we will focus on the gifts that are to be found in an education that is 
grounded in our Catholic faith. We are advocates for the need for ongoing and meaningful 
support of Catholic education in our province. It is important that we all speak up for Catholic 
education with a strong voice! To bring attention to this important day, we are all encouraged to 
wear BLUE! 

 

 
Our very own Grade 8-9 band students will be sharing their talents at our 
31st Annual Celebration of the Arts as they begin the evening playing Oh Canada. Tune 
in HERE on Wednesday, May 5th at 6:30 PM for the one-time live stream show (don’t miss the 
live stream- it will only air once!). We hope you can join us for this exciting event celebrating 
music, visual art, drama, and dance in Edmonton Catholic Schools. A big thank you to Arlene 
for all of her love and guidance of our musicians! You do our school so proud!   
 

                                                

Holy Family School is on Twitter. Search @HOlyFamilyECSD and follow us for updates, 
news and to see the daily activities and learning that is happening at our school.  
 
Check out #ECSDFaithinspires on twitter to see the many wonderful things that are going on 
around our Edmonton Catholic School District. 
 
Visit our website for important information and updates: www.HolyFamily.ecsd.net 

 
 
 

 

Catholic Education Week  

Celebration of the Arts 

Communication 

mailto:holyfamilyoutofschoolcare@gmail.com
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://ecsdcoa.net/&data=04%7c01%7cBahaa.Moussallem%40ecsd.net%7ca61d10bfea1f4e84bcd808d9043fa544%7cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7c0%7c0%7c637545493703569937%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c1000&sdata=adQU8eCLor2gFGmE0N6%2BxJ6GsikdDGjohaSVKiV%2BBFs%3D&reserved=0
http://www.holyfamily.ecsd.net/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2021 

 

“Education is a dynamic reality, it is a movement that brings people to the light. It is a peculiar 

kind of movement, with characteristics that make it a dynamism of growth, aimed at the full 

development of the person…” (Pope Francis, Address to Participants in the Plenary Assembly of 

the Congregation for Catholic Education, 02/20/20) 

  

The month of May is one which is very special for Catholic schools in Alberta. This month, 

beginning May 10, we celebrate Catholic Education Week. The pinnacle of this week is the 

celebration of World Catholic Education Day on May 13.  Our students will have ample 

opportunity over the course of this week to explore the richness to be found in our Catholic 

schools. It is a time for families to reflect on the gift of publicly funded Catholic education in 

Alberta. We encourage everyone to wear blue in support of Catholic education over the 

course of the week. Please also keep your eyes on our social media accounts for our annual 

Humans of ECSD campaign; we are so proud to share some exceptional stories of the students 

of Edmonton Catholic Schools! 

 
On March 15 and 16, 2021, the Board of Trustees engaged with the executive members of our 

School Councils and the administration teams of our schools to gather insights on the four Board 

Priorities for our various planning endeavors. This rich opportunity for stakeholder engagement 

was the first of its kind for our Division and provided invaluable feedback on the practices and 

supports that our families feel are of greatest value in the education of their children. The four 

priorities are Growing in Faith, Student Success, An Excellent Place to Work and Learn, and 

Building our Future Together. The report for the Community of School Councils (COSC) was 

presented at the Public Board Meeting on April 28 and can be found in the Board Agenda 

Package by clicking here and scrolling to the report. The overarching themes from this 

engagement were used at the Division level to inform the Division Plan for Continuous Growth 

and the Division Budget. Individual schools will use their specific results to inform their School 

Plan for Continuous Growth and their School Budget. 

 

The April 28 Public Meeting of the Board also saw our Board of Trustees naming our new 

schools which were announced by the provincial government last year. In January, we asked our 

students, staff, and the greater community for help naming them. We received more than 300 

submissions.  We are delighted to share that these schools will bear the names of two lifelong 

advocates for Catholic education: Joan Carr Catholic Elementary/Junior High School (Keswick) 

and Father Michael McCaffery Catholic High School (Heritage Valley). 

https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Division/Trustees/Board%20Minutes%20and%20Agendas/2020-2021/2020-2021%20Board%20Agendas/08%20April%2028,%202021%20.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=Y9Fe9m
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1509/division-plan-for-continuous-growth


  

We are looking forward to welcoming our junior and senior high school students back to in-

person learning after another hiatus from the classroom. It is never an easy decision to move 

to a virtual learning environment. Like our students, we all long for normalcy, certainty, and 

routines to return to our educational system and look forward to being together again. 

 

May is a time to celebrate and give thanks for the mothers and maternal figures in our lives, 

and it also a time where we turn our eyes to our Holy Mother. Mary, Mother of God is the 

benefactor of Edmonton Catholic Schools. “(She) reminds us to be constantly attentive to the 

Christ-centeredness of Catholic education. She also reminds us to give ultimate respect to all 

persons in recognition of their dignity as daughters and sons of God, made in the image and 

likeness of the Creator and Giver of all good gifts.” (Edmonton Catholic Schools, Holy is Thy 
Name, 2017)  

 

Have a glorious May! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert Martin 

Chief Superintendent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK – THOSE WHO HOPE IN THE LORD  
SHALL RENEW THEIR STRENGTH 

Friends of Jesus,  

Every year, on the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord (40 days after Easter), Catholics across the globe 

give thanks for the gift of Catholic Education through the celebration of the World Catholic Education 

Day. This year, the theme of Catholic Education Week in the province of Alberta is Those Who Hope in 

the Lord Shall Renew Their Strength. The theme for this year’s Catholic Education Week is taken from 

the book of Isaiah 40:31. It offers us the prophet’s words of hope and prophetic fulfillment in the face of 

challenges that we have experienced throughout this school year. “Today too, amid so much darkness, we 

need to see the light of hope and to be men and women who bring hope to others. To protect creation, to 

protect every man and every woman, to look upon them with tenderness and love, is to open up a horizon 

of hope; it is to let a shaft of light break through the heavy clouds; it is to bring the warmth of hope!” – 

Pope Francis’ Homily for Inaugural Mass of Petrine Ministry, March 19, 2013.  

How wonderful it is to celebrate Catholic Education Week in the month of May that in the Catholic 

Liturgical Calendar is dedicated, in a special way, to Mary! Mary, the Mother of God, is also the patron 

saint of our Edmonton Catholic Schools.  

Today, I invite you to reflect and learn more about Mary, who was the first evangelizer and the first 

disciple of her own Son, Saviour, and Lord, Jesus Christ. Mary gave the first Gospel testimony to her 

cousin, Elizabeth, without words. She understood the work of the Holy Spirit unlike anyone else in the 

history, other than her beloved Son, Jesus Christ. There are very few records of Mary’s obvious words in 

the texts of the New Testament. However, there is no lack of her presence at the most important events in 

the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of her Son. Mary always encountered God in profound ways 

from the beginning to the end of her earthy life. In every encounter, she surrendered to love and was 

changed.  

From antiquity, Mary has been called the Mother of God – Theotokos – the Greek word that means God-

Bearer. The word Theotokos is used throughout the Eastern Catholic Church’s Liturgy. It is also at the 

heart of the Latin Rite’s deep Marian piety and devotion. An insistence of the Early Church Council on 

the use of the title, Theotokos – the Mother of God, reflected an effort to preserve the teaching of the 

Church that Jesus Christ is both divine and human and that these two natures are always united in His 

One Person (The Third Ecumenical Council of Ephesus, 431 A.D.).  

On May 13, in honour of World Catholic Education Day, we are encouraged to wear blue, and that way 

be united in faith and prayer for Catholic Education. As Mary, the Mother of God, is traditionally 

portrayed in blue in many of the paintings and icons, we stand united in prayer with her and grateful for 

the Catholic Schools as we offer our prayer to God. As we celebrate Catholic Education Week, from May 

10th to 14th this year, I invite you to join all the faithful in praying for Catholic Education, the students 

whom we serve, their parents and families, and our trustees, administrators, teachers, and staff who make 

it all possible.  

Fr. Julian Bilyj  

ECSD Chaplain



 

 

 


