
February 2021 

Administrators’ Message 
 

February is Black History Month and we have a rich programming 
planned by the Anti-Racism committee for both faculty and students 
including sensitivity training, knowledge building and the celebration 
of accomplishments. As a school community, we strive for unity 
in all our beautiful diversity.   
 

 
We have already started planning the next school year. We are now accepting registrations for 
the 2021-2022 school year. On Tuesday, February 23rd at 6:30pm we encourage our families to 
participate in our live, virtual Open House. We anticipate a showcase of our modernized school, 
our tremendous staff, our inclusive programming model that extends from K-12, and most 
importantly, our mission to provide our students with an outstanding French Immersion 
education in a faith-based environment. We appreciate your spreading the word about our 
great school to your friends and neighbors! 
For more information, please refer to the Registration and Virtual Open House section of the 
newsletter.  
 
This year, Ash Wednesday falls on February 17 and marks the start of the Lenten season. During 
Lent, we are invited to prepare for Easter. Lent is a time of reflection and renewal, a time to 
look inside ourselves and to give more fully to one another. We engage in prayer, fasting, and 
abstinence during the season of Lent as we stand with our Lord in the desert.  
 

On Wednesday, February 17, we welcome Father Varghese who will preside our Ash 
Wednesday liturgy which will take place virtually at 1pm in all K-12 classrooms.  
 
 

We hope that all our families enjoy some quality time together over the Family Day long 
weekend on February 15. Please remember that there is no school for students during our 
annual Teachers Conventions on February 25 and 26, fully online for this year!  
 
Guitta Kodershah  Brigitte Levasseur  Nicole Thomlinson 
Principal   Assistant Principal  Assistant Principal 
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February 01  School wide Black History Month assembly 
 
February 04 &11 Grade 9 Feeder Schools virtual Teams presentation  
 
February 05  Student Council led assembly: “Words That Hurt” 
 
February 08 School Council virtual meeting at 6:00 pm 
 
February 10  Grade 9 JHP and feeder schools virtual parent meeting at 6:00 pm 
 
February 12  Grade 6 Feeder Schools and JHP virtual Teams presentation 
   Valentine’s Day Activities 
 

 
 
 
 
 
February 15  No school- Family Day  
 
February 17  Ash Wednesday Liturgy at 1:00 pm 
 
February 23   JHP Virtual Open House at 6:30 
 
February 25 & 26 No School- Teacher Convention 

 

Staffing Update 

We bid farewell to Mme Andréeanne Tremblay who began her 

maternity leave on January 25. We are pleased to welcome Mme 

Tétreault who is taking over for Mme Tremblay. We would like to 

thank Mme Tremblay and wish her all the best with the new 

addition to her family.  

 

 



Registrations and Virtual Open House 
We are now accepting new registrations in kindergarten through grade 12 for the 2021-2022 

school year. 

To register for our Kindergarten program, children must be 5 years of age on or before 

December 31 of their kindergarten year. Parents are encouraged to use the online Kindergarten 

Calculator to determine when their child will be eligible for kindergarten programming: 

http://parent.ecsd.net/kindergarten/ 

All new registration applications (for students 

not currently enrolled in an Edmonton Catholic 

School), are completed online: 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-

online-today 

New registrations will be confirmed in early 

March. This year, all families will be asked to 

indicate the school they wish their children to 

attend by using an “Intention Icon” in 

PowerSchool. This feature will open on February 

16.  

Students currently enrolled at J.H. Picard will 

have their registrations carried forward for the 

next school year. Parents are still asked to 

complete the “Intention Icon” in PowerSchool 

so that we are able to plan effectively for classes 

and staffing for the upcoming school year. Using 

this feature in PowerSchool is a quick and easy 

way of letting us know what your intentions are 

for the upcoming school year. Please help us by 

indicating your intentions as soon as the feature 

opens.  

Our Open House this year will be in a virtual format. Information about our school and 

programs will be posted on the Open House page of our website at 

https://www.ecsd.net/8410/page/13367/open-house-information 

We thank you for passing on this information to any parents you know who may be considering 

our school for the fall. Thank you for spreading the good news! 

 

http://parent.ecsd.net/kindergarten/
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today
https://www.ecsd.net/8410/page/13367/open-house-information


Anti-racism Actions 

Last year in June we affirmed to our parent community our on-going commitment to anti-
racism and the strategies that the Anti-Racism committee was planning for this school year.  

In December we administered a survey to students gr. 7 through 12 to better understand how 
race and racism impacted their experiences at school.  

On Monday, February 1st, we launched the Black History 
Month with a virtual school wide assembly where we 
introduced the various learning activities that are 
planned throughout the month.  

Guest speakers from the Edmonton Black community 
will share their expertise and experience with the 
students and staff.  

February 4 Bayegnak Guy Armel (Supervisor, lead 
physical hydrogeology Team, ground & 
water policy)    

February 9 Black Canadian Women in Action (BCW)  

February 17 Caroline Mepong (Certified Engineering 
Technologist) 

February 24  Djomdi Djarsia (Police Officer)  

 

Elementary News Update 
Elementary students are busy preparing for a Covid-safe Valentine’s Day. 

Valentine’s day is a special event, which gives us the opportunity to 

acknowledge each other with kindness and friendship, while being 

attentive to the benefits to our mental health in the positive gestures 

around this day.   

Our Grade 6 leadership team has prepared an engaging Bingo activity for the 

elementary classes to track Random Acts of Kindness. We look forward to celebrating 

kindness together knowing that even the smallest act of kindness can make a difference! 

Mindful of COVID limitations on exchanges, please consider the following modifications to our 

typical practices on Valentine’s day: 



• The provision of treats is discouraged, however if it takes place, it must follow the 

COVID guidance for food handling which includes: 

o Individually wrapped items 

o Handed out by one individual (teacher/EA) to the students using gloves, etc. 

o Treats shouldn’t be brought from home for distribution 

• The provision of flowers or other items that cannot be sanitized should not occur 

• Valentine cards may be exchanged, with the following considerations: 

o Students should be advised to prepare them in advance, with a suggestion for 

their return to the teacher by Feb. 5 for safe keeping 

o Preparation of valentines should include the use of hand sanitizer before writing 

and storage of all the cards in a Ziploc bag, to be brought to school as noted 

above 

o On Feb. 12, after the cards have sat untouched at school in their Ziploc bags for a 

week (longer than necessary but suggested to ensure minimum time 

untouched), the teacher may devise a means of distribution which could include 

a bin or bag on each student’s desk to receive their cards, distributed by the 

teacher 

o Send valentines to friends through virtual cards 

o Conversely, if there's interest, have students send physical cards, either store-

bought or homemade, to one another in the mail. While it may not be the same 

as passing out Valentines in the classic way, for kids interested in getting mail, it 

could be a fun idea. Addressing envelopes and teaching kids proper envelope 

format could also be a mini-lesson itself!  Obviously there are cautions about 

cost to families for postage, and the potential for exclusion of some students 

• Other group activities or provision of Candy-grams etc. by students or student 

leadership groups are discouraged. 

 

Student Council News 
 

 

 

 

“Words that Hurt- Les mots qui blessent” was the theme of the February Student Council led 

assembly that aimed at raising awareness of the magnitude of this problem, its negative impact 

and calling on all students to prevent hurtful language from spreading in our community. 

The slide show of the assembly is annexed to the newsletter for your reference.   



Here are some tips for talking to your children about their choice of language. 

1. Think time and place. What might be no big deal at your house could be offensive at 
your best friend's place. Remind kids to keep their audience in mind when they're 
speaking. The language you use when texting your best buddy can be a bit looser than 
the words you use in a classroom or when speaking to Grandma on Skype. 

2. Expand your own vocab. You can almost always find a substitute for a curse word. 
Encourage kids to check out a thesaurus and find some creative alternatives to 
common curses or different ways to describe the feeling that's making them want to 
curse. (My son is saying "peanut butter" instead of "dummy." I tend to use "fig" a lot 
when I'm frustrated.) 

3. Words can hurt. Being called the b word or a "jerk" can sting. And just like it's not OK 
to hit someone or bully them, it's not OK to curse at someone to hurt them. Plus, hate 
speech (words used to specifically target someone's race, religion, gender, etc.) can 
have major consequences. Point out when TV characters call each other names and 
ask kids how they could have handled the situation differently. 

4. Language reflects on you. Maybe some of your kids' friends think cursing makes you 
cool, but the reality is that someone who curses a lot tends to look immature and not 
at all classy. Remind kids to keep that in mind, especially when they're sending their 
language out into the world on social networks, online communities, etc. 

5. Limit exposure. Check out the "language" sections of our media reviews to help 
select TV shows, movies, games, etc. that keep the language within your comfort 
level. Find out how to turn off comments or access to chat rooms if kids are seeing 
inappropriate language on the web. 

Reference: 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/5-ways-to-talk-to-your-kids-about-swearing-and-why 
 

 

Our Senior and Junior Student Councils are planning events for Valentine’s Day 
and Random Acts of Kindness Week. Both High School and Junior High students 
will be participating in Touch of Class on February 12th. They are encouraged to 
come dressed to the 9’s!  

For Random Acts of Kindness Week, Junior High students will be doing a Secret Santa-style card 

exchange. They will be randomly assigned a student in their grade, and they will write them a 

kindness card. High School students are preparing thank you cards for the hard workers in our 

community – at places like Dairy Queen, Cafe Sole, Burger Baron and the Mustard Seed.  

Student Council will also challenge the students to perform random acts of kindness, and we 

will showcase them on JHPTV! 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/bullying-is-everybodys-business
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/tv-reviews
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/movie-reviews
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/game-reviews
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/5-ways-to-talk-to-your-kids-about-swearing-and-why


Social Justice in Action 
It has been a month of action at JHP! Students from K-12 
have been exploring the meaning of stewardship and humble 
service by planning social justice actions in support of the 
Mustard Seed with their classes. We are inspired by our 
adoptive patron saint, St. André Bessette, who demonstrated 
profound pastoral care by serving others with humility.  
Elementary Actions:  
• Artwork for the shelter  
• Positivity Jar: 365 positive messages for shelter  
• Donations  
Junior High Actions:  
• Operation Shoe Box (donations in a personalized box)  
• Donations: kitchenware and personal care items)  
• Monetary donations (with family bottle return funds)  
High School Actions:  
• Fashion 20 and 30 students will each follow a pattern to 
construct one or two pairs of lined mittens to donate.  

 
 

We would like to share a great social justice story that a JHP grade 6 at-home learner, Jaxson 
Doucet initiated to support a classmate in her gr. 6 online group who is battling stage four brain 
cancer. Jaxson took it upon herself to start an anonymous GO FUND ME for Vera and her family. 

 
 
Gofundme.com/donations-to-classmate 
 
 

This fund has raised over $9000 to support Vera and her family in these difficult times. Jaxson has  
also gone around and collected hand-written cards from classmates or had them mail the cards to 
the classmate’s house. Please keep Vera and her family in your prayers.  
 
The thing to remember, is that the children in this class are from all different schools and didn’t 
know each other until this year. We are so proud of Jaxson for her true act of love!  
 

 

 

Father Mike Mireau Youth Day 
On Thursday, February 11, grade eight students will be taking part in the 

sixth annual Father Michael Mireau Youth Day. It will be a virtual event 

this year. Father Mike wanted this to be a day for grade eights, since he 

felt that they are often the overlooked, middle children in our junior high 



schools. This is truly a special day for our grade eight students. The morning will feature 

greetings from our Chief Superintendent and Board of Trustees, a Liturgy of the Word with our 

division chaplains, Fr. Glenn McDonald and Fr. Julian Bilyj and a keynote address from Steve 

Angrisano, a celebrated Catholic speaker and musician. Our grade eight students, along with 

grade eights from across the archdiocese, will be treated to a wonderful day of faith and fun.  

Caregiver Series  

AHS, in collaboration with The Mental Health Foundation, 

is proud to offer FREE online programming for parents 

and caregivers of children and youth. The aim is to 

increase awareness and reduce the stigma of mental 

health challenges that children and adolescents 

experience, provide parents and caregivers with evidence-based mental health information, 

and provide strategies that support mental wellness. Sessions are offered online through the 

Zoom conferencing application. A link to access the online session will be sent by email to those 

who have registered for the session.  

Click on the link below to access the Caregiver Education Team February Newsletter.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mEiophAPVB_TTLjhV05VjRKzWdmJsBGq/view 

 

School Council 

Our next Virtual School Council meeting is on Tuesday, December 08, at 

6:00 PM. The link to the meeting will be emailed to the parents with the 

agenda. All parents are welcome to attend. We value your input into 

school decisions and activities. 

 

Flip Give Fundraiser  

Ecole JH Picard School Council Society is fundraising with FlipGive, a free team funding app. 

There are no products to buy or deliver, it’s a completely virtual and contactless online 

shopping link that gives Parent Council cash back.  We earn cash back on every online purchase 

we make all year long! All you have to do is use our FlipGive link to shop anytime with the 

brands you already love, like Home Depot, Walmart, Amazon, Sport Chek, Indigo, Old Navy, 

Apple, and Esso.   

 

 
The key to making this a successful fundraiser 

is simply remembering to use the FlipGive link 

for ALL your online shopping. Bookmark the 

site so you will have the link handy.   

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mEiophAPVB_TTLjhV05VjRKzWdmJsBGq/view
https://www.flipgive.com/teams/join?fundraiser_name=Shella&joincode=FVXFHF&_branch_match_id=862750398708918762&utm_medium=marketing


 

 

Join our team now or enter this code: FVXFHF and you’ll get a $5 bonus the first time you shop. 

This fundraiser runs until June, so get in the habit of using FlipGive for any online shopping. 

Funds raised will go towards technology, books and other learning tools for the school. Thank 

you for your support! 

                                                                

 

Donation of Hope for the J.H. Picard Families 
“Give and it will be given to you… for whatever measure you deal out to others, it will be dealt to you in 

return.” (Luke 6:38) 

Generosity and kindness are both traits of the J.H. Picard community. To help JH Picard families who are 

in need, we added this the Donation for Hope to Powerschool. Families can donate money by logging to 

their child’s account and scroll down to New items.  

 



Words That Hurt



What we will be discussing

★ The impact of hurtful language on mental health 
★ The role of social media in hurtful language 
★ What are hurtful words?
★ Be Assertive: intervene when you hear hurtful words in our community 
★ Act with Humility: how to acknowledge that you have used hurtful 

language and where to go from here 
★ The consequences of using hurtful language at school 

2



Hurtful Words and Mental Health: Julie D’Astous

● Words or labels have the power to impact your self-image.
● Verbal abuse is not necessarily targeted bullying; it can be 

more general. 
○ Just because you say you are “just joking”, your words 

can be perceived as ridicule or humiliation for 
someone else. 

● In a study of 848 teenagers, those who were victims of 
verbal abuse developed higher depression and anxiety 
levels. They also had differences in their brain 
development (white matter formation). 



Social Media and Hurtful Language

● Social media (Snapchat, Instagram, Twitter, TikTok) has 
become a platform that people are using to express 
themselves in positive and negative ways. 
○ It is much easier to say hurtful things on social media as 

you can be anonymous and you do not see the person you 
may be hurting.

4



Social Media and Hurtful Language

● We also use group chats to stay connected, 
especially during COVID. 
○ This has become a place where hurtful language 

is present. 
○ If people in a group chat are using hurtful 

language, when you remain in the group, you are 
supporting the use of these words.

5



Hurtful Words

● What are hurtful words? 
● They usually target a person’s race, gender, sexuality, 

mental health, physical health, religion, culture, ability, 
appearance, etc…

● These words usually have painful histories behind them 
● Some words are reclaimed by the group they target (but 

this does not give permission to others to use the word). 

6



Hurtful Words

● On Monday, we talked about the N word and why you 
should never use this.  

● There are many other words that you should never use, 
such as the R slur and the F slur. You should also never joke 
about sensitive topics including mental illness, abuse or 
assault.

● There are some phrases we hear at school that are harmful 
as well (example: “That’s so gay”; “We live in the ghetto”). 

7



8

A Call to Action 

It is our collective responsibility at JH Picard to 
prevent hurtful language from spreading in our 
community. 



Assert Yourself! 
You are complicit in hurtful language if you do nothing to 
prevent it from spreading. 

We must educate our community and call out abusive 
language when we hear it. 

9



Act with Humility

● If you have been approached by someone because you have 
used a hurtful word, please remember: 
○ The person who has brought it up is probably upset. 
○ An apology goes a long way.
○ You can acknowledge that you made a mistake and 

learn. 
● If you hear someone using a hurtful word, please remember: 

○ They may not have known that this word was hurtful.
○ We should not retaliate with anger and more hurtful 

words. 
○ Everyone makes mistakes, but it is through these 

mistakes that we will learn and heal. 
10



Phrases to say when you want to assert yourself

11

● Using that word, in that way, is hurtful to others. Can you 
find a word that describes what you want to say differently? 
Do you need help finding another word? 

● The word you used is inappropriate. Would you like to know 
why?

● I know you didn’t mean to hurt me, but when you just used 
that word, you did hurt me. 

● Please do not use this word. It is offensive. 



12

I am sorry and I will do better. 



Creating a Safe Space at JH Picard: 
Escalating the Situation

If you have communicated to 
someone that they are using hurtful 
language but it continues, the 
situation escalates. 
The administration at JH Picard takes 
hurtful language very seriously. 
Here are the consequences. 

13
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February 2021 
 

“Lent is a time of going very deeply into ourselves… What is it that stands between us and God? Between us 

and our brothers and sisters? Between us and life, the life of the Spirit? Whatever it is, let us relentlessly tear it 

out, without a moment’s hesitation.” 

- Servant of God Catherine Doherty  

 
This month marks the beginning of Lent in the Catholic liturgical calendar. It is a journey where we prepare our 
hearts and our minds to receive the great gift of God’s mercy and love that is found in the death and 
resurrection of Christ. As the quotation above points out to us, it is a time for us to truly discern those parts of 
our lives that cut us off from the vital relationships with God and each other. In today’s world where we are 
necessarily placed at a physical distance from others, removing spiritual, social, and emotional barriers takes a 
position of even greater importance in our lives. 
 
February is always an incredibly busy month for schools. Our high schools will experience quarter change on 
February 1. Our Grade 8 students will be engaged in a morning of social justice learning on February 11 as they 
participate in our annual Father Michael ‘Catfish’ Mireau Youth Faith Day as a virtual event. The theme for the 
day, Serve Like A Superhero, reminds them that they can make a difference in the world. Random Acts of 
Kindness Week will see our students and staff reaching out to others in small ways to brighten their day. Our 
schools will be participating in Ash Wednesday according to the guidelines set forth by the Archdiocese. Ashes 
will be sprinkled ensuring that they are distributed without contact. Our Division Chaplains, Father Glenn 
McDonald and Father Julian Bilyj, will offer a recorded celebration so that our remote learners can also 
participate in this important day. As always, Teachers’ Convention will take place on the last Thursday and 
Friday of February. Our teachers will engage in valuable professional learning in a virtual environment. 
 
Our virtual mental health evening for parents and guardians in January was a great success. We had over 500 

participants on the day of the event, and the recording is available for you on our website. Click here to view 

this very valuable 45-minute video. 

Our online registration is now open, and if you are looking at registering with Edmonton Catholic Schools, you 

can find all of the virtual Open House listings by exploring www.ecsd.net or by clicking here. Share the good 

news about us in your community! 

Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, last fall. This 
month, our Religious Education Services (RES) Elementary Consultant writes about chapter 3, Envisaging and 
Engendering an Open World, and chapter 4, A Heart Open to the Whole World. The article is included as an 
accompaniment to this newsletter. 
 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/14304/virtual-parent-evening-supporting-your-child-youth-s-mental-health
http://www.ecsd.net/
https://www.ecsd.net/page/13423/save-the-date-virtual-open-house-listings
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
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In this month in which we are focused on relationship, kindness, and serving others, I will leave you with a 
final word from our Holy Father: “The design that God has for each one of us is always a design of love. And 
the greatest joy for every believer is to respond to that call, offering one’s entire being to the service of God 
and the brothers and sisters.” (Twitter, 01-17-21)   
 
Have a grace filled month! 
 
Sincerely, 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 



A   Different   Kind   of   Lent   This   Year   
By   Fr.   Glenn   McDonald,   CSB   

  
Wednesday,   February   17 th    is   Ash   Wednesday   and   the   start   of   the   Lenten   season.   When   

Lent   rolls   around,   we   are   invited   to   ask   ourselves,   “Ok,   what   can   I   give   up   this   year,   so   that   I   can   
create   room   for   God   in   my   life?”   However,   after   being   in   a   pandemic   for   about   a   year   and   with   a   
few   months   still   to   go,   my   first   response   is,   “Lord,   I   have   no   more   things   to   give   up!”   

The   Lent   of   2021   will   not   be   about   giving   up   things,   because   we   have   already   been   doing   
so   for   almost   a   year   now.   Perhaps   this   Lenten   season   we   are   invited   to   ponder   what   we   have  
received?   Allow   me   give   you   an   example.   

A   family   that   I   am   quite   close   to   shared   with   me   how   the   pandemic   had   impacted   them:   
Wednesday   night   soccer   has   been   cancelled,   vacation   plans   were   moved   to   the   backyard,   and   
visits   to   grandma   became   Facetime   calls.   In   other   words,   their   regular   routine   was   derailed   and   
they   were   understandably   sad   about   it.     

Then   came   a   statement   that   I   did   not   expect.   “Once   the   pandemic   began,   we   started   to   get   
to   know   the   other   families   in   the   neighborhood.”   At   first   I   thought   I   had   misheard   the   
conversation   —   we   were   standing   six   feet   apart   with   masks   on.   “Yes,   Father.   We   have   gotten   to   
know   our   neighbors   and   made   friends   in   the   neighbourhood   after   having   lived   here   several   years.   
It   has   been   a   great   blessing.”   I   must   confess:   I   was   surprised   to   learn   this.   How   could   anyone   feel   
blessed   during   a   pandemic?     

During   my   drive   home,   I   pondered   what   my   friends   had   shared   with   me,   and   wondered:   
what   have   I   received?     

So   far,   I   have   been   extremely   fortunate.   The   pandemic   has   been   only   an   inconvenience   
for   me.   In   contrast,   others   have   had   a   very   difficult   time   and   suffered   greatly:   jobs   have   been   
lost,   relationships   have   suffered,   and   family   members   have   died   and   gone   to   Heaven.     

For   many,   there   will   be   no   thanksgiving   that   flows   from   the   pandemic.   Their   loss   has   far   
outweighed   any   gain.   I   am   somewhat   embarrassed   to   think   of   how   fortunate   I   have   been   relative   
to   the   sufferings   of   others.     

And   yet,   when   I   ponder   the   last   twelve   months,   the   most   meaningful   moments   I   have   
experienced   have   been   listening   to   others   share   about   their   losses.     

There   is   a   special   and   holy   connection   that   is   formed   when   others   share   their   pain   with   
us.   Despite   the   tremendous   poverty   they   feel,   they   give   us   a   priceless   gift   of   sharing   their   deepest   
feelings   and   memories   —    a   fragile   intimacy   that   can   be   treasured   long   after   the   pandemic   has   
ended.     

The   Lent   of   2021   will   be   unique   —   focused   more   on   sharing   than   giving   up.   If   you   are   
like   me,   and   have   only   been   inconvenienced   this   past   year,   let   us   give   thanks   to   God   for   that.   For   
those   of   you   who   have   suffered   a   painful   loss,   I   encourage   you   to   share   your   experience   with   
others.   Being   vulnerable   is   rarely   easy,   but   your   loss   is   something   you   can   bless   others   with.   I   
know   that   I   have   been   blessed   by   what   others   have   shared   with   me.     

   



Fratelli Tutti: Review of Chapters 3 & 4 

January 14, 2021 

Kathleen Nguyen 

As we move into chapter three, Envisaging and Engendering an Open World, Pope Francis 
reminds us that as human beings, we are made to be in relationship with others. “Life exists 
where there is bonding, communion, fraternity; and life is stronger than death when it is built 
on true relationships and bonds of fidelity.” [Fratelli Tutti, 87]  

Nurturing healthy relationships involves opening-up and moving outside oneself to connect 
with others. Infused with charity that God bestows upon us, love expands and enriches us as we 
give ourselves for the sake of the other. If we practice loving in such a way, eventually we can 
relate to all in this manner and “make possible a social friendship that excludes no one and a 
fraternity that is open to all” [Fratelli Tutti, 94]. The Pontiff continues by explaining that social 
friendship is “a love capable of transcending borders” thus making an open world. This 
fraternity is for all because our inherent dignity was given to us all freely by God, our Creator. 
Everyone is valuable. The right to live with dignity cannot be denied to anyone. By these ways, 
we can envisage and engender an open world.  

Chapter four, A Heart Open to the Whole World, continues the exploration of fraternity through 
a global lens. Acknowledging the need for all countries to have the proper conditions for its’ 
people to live with dignity and have opportunities for integral development, the Pontiff paints a 
picture of those who are forced to migrate. Pope Francis encourages us to respond to migrating 
persons who have arrived in our country in four ways: welcome, protect, promote, and 
integrate. We are all in this together and we must have fundamental human rights for all. 
Solidarity is the way forward which can be found through global juridical, political, and 
economic order. 

Pope Francis calls us to have an open heart so that we can recognize the gift of the other, 
elevate what unites us, and live with a spirit of fraternal gratuitousness. The Pontiff explains the 
factor of gratuitousness as “the ability to do some things simply because they are good in 
themselves, without concern for personal gain or recompense.” [Fratelli Tutti, 139]. God gives 
freely and we must do the same.  

There is a need to balance localization and globalization through universal fraternity and social 
friendship as detailed in the previous chapter. When a local community has a healthy sense of 
self, is firmly rooted in its culture, cares for and cultivates it, that local can move forward to 
learn and grow from the differences in others. This is a healthy living culture that nourishes 
itself on the balance between the “love of one’s native land and a sound sense of belonging to 
our larger human family” [Fratelli Tutti, 149]. It is the communion of the two we need to 
cultivate and to achieve this we must have an open heart.   



 



 
(http://www.humandevelopment.va/en/fratelli-tutti/risorse/infografiche.html) 

http://www.humandevelopment.va/en/fratelli-tutti/risorse/infografiche.html


Chapter 3: Envisaging and Engendering an Open World 

Moving beyond our Ourselves 

• The unique value of love 

A love ever more open 

• Open societies that integrate everyone 
• Inadequate understandings of universal love 

Beyond a world of “associates” 

• Liberty, equality, and fraternity 

A Universal Love that Promotes Persons 

Promoting the Moral Good 

• The value of solidarity 
• Re-envisioning the social role of property 
• Rights without borders 
• The rights of peoples 

 

Chapter 4: A Heart Open to the Whole World  

Borders and their Limits 

Reciprocal Gifts 

• A fruitful exchange 
• A gratuitousness open to others 

Local and Universal 

• Local flavor 
• A universal horizon 
• Starting with our own region 
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