
January 2021 

Administrators’ Message 
 

O Come, Let Us Adore Him  

On January 6, the feast of the Epiphany or the three wise 
men, marks the end of Christmas. The word epiphany comes 
from the Greek verb “to reveal.” When we celebrate the 
Solemnity of the Epiphany, we acknowledge that Jesus was 
revealed to be the Saviour and King of all peoples. Pope 
Francis reminds us to like the magi, look to the heavens for 
hope.   
 
This first week back from Christmas break, K-12 students 
returned to learning from their home. Overall, it has been a 
successful week with students eagerly connecting once again with their peers and teachers. We 
look forward to their return to the school building on January 11, 2021. 
 
High School students are nearing the end of their semester and are preparing for a very 
different exam week. We wish our Grade 10-12 students all the best on their exams! 
 

                        
 
 
Guitta Kodershah Brigitte Levasseur Nicole Thomlinson 
Principal    Assistant Principal      Assistant Principal 

 
7055- 99 Street Edmonton AB T6E 3R4 

Phone: (780)433-4251 

Website: https://www.ecsd.net/8410 

 

School Mission 

J.H. Picard’s mission is to provide a 

faith based French Immersion 

education. We are committed to 

creating an inclusive learning 

community for all students to 

develop linguistic competency and 

critical thinking skills as engaged 
citizens who humbly serve God and 

one another. 

https://www.ecsd.net/8410


Re-entry Plan - Covid Safety Reminders 

We continue to maintain strict protocols in order to keep our students as safe as possible. This 

includes sanitizing hands upon entry and throughout the school day, wearing masks as required 

and limiting movement in the school. We want to keep our students at school and limit the 

number of students and staff who are required to isolate in the event of a positive case in our 

school community.  

Students will review safety routines and procedures during the first period of the day when 

they resume in-person school on Monday, January 11. It is essential that families also support 

our efforts by assessing their child’s wellness before sending them to school.  

How can you help?  

• Continue to do the daily health screening. If your child is not well, please keep him or her at 
home and follow AHS guidelines. The Daily Health Screening Questionnaire is a requirement 
and can be found at https://www.ecsd.net/page/8503/daily-health-screening.  
 
• If a COVID test is required, please keep your child at home until you have received test 
results. 
  
• If a family member tests positive, then the entire family would quarantine as per AHS 
guidelines. If your child is identified as a close contact, please contact the school immediately 
and refrain from sending them to school until Alberta Health Services deems it safe to do so. 
 
• Please let us know right away if your child receives a positive test result. Please do not 
assume that a class would not have to isolate. We are in the best position to know if isolation 
of a classroom cohort would be required. 
 

 

With the start of the new year, we welcome news of a vaccine and we look forward to the end 

of the pandemic and a return to normalcy. Although the end is in sight, we know that the virus 

will be with us for some time yet and our current learning stance will be in place for the 

remainder of this school year. Let’s all do our part to make sure that everyone is as safe as 

possible. Thank you! We appreciate your cooperation. 

Registration and Open House 
January is the start of the new calendar year and it is also the time when school administration 

begins planning for the next academic year. Although it seems quite early, we have already 

been receiving inquiries regarding registration for next year. If you have friends 

or relatives who plan on enrolling their children at École JH Picard next year, 

please let them know about our Virtual Open House, which will be on Tuesday, 

February 23, at 6:30 pm. We are not able to gather in person, so this will be a 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/8503/daily-health-screening


Microsoft Teams Event, with some recorded material and some live material. Information will 

be posted to our website in early February. We would be more than happy to answer any 

questions your friends or relatives might have.  

Applications for registration throughout our school division are done online. 

The registration tool for 2021-2022 will open on January 11. We will begin 

confirming new registrations following our Open House. 

School Fees 
As previously communicated the 2020-2021 School fees have been revised 
and reduced to reflect cost recovery only for activities, events or programs 
such as Junior High options that take into account this year’s delivery model 
due to COVID protocols. 

 
In an effort to limit the number of students who would be required to isolate in the event of a 
positive case of COVID 19, we have reconfigured our complementary course offerings for junior 
high so that students will remain with their homeroom cohorts for all classes. 
The revised School Fees are posted on the school website at the following link:  
https://www.ecsd.net/8410/page/3336/school-and-transportation-fees 
 
Powerschool will also provide you with a detailed description of your son/daughter’s school 
fees. Once the option courses are added to Powerschool, they will automatically appear in 
your Powerschool fee accounts.  There are no fees attached to regular curricular courses.   
The preferred method of payment for both school and bus fees is by credit card 
through Powerschool.   
 
If you have any questions about our fees, please call our office at (780)- 433- 4251. 

School Plan for Continuous growth 
Our School Plan for Continuous Growth has been posted to our school 

website at the following link: 

https://www.ecsd.net/8410/page/3356/school-plan-for-continuous-

growth 

Please take a few minutes to review our goals for the year. Parents who have any questions are 

invited to contact Mme Guitta Kodershah by calling the school at (780) 433-4251 or by email at 

Guitta.Kodershah@ecsd.net 

Report Cards 
Report cards will be posted to PowerSchool on Friday, January 29. Please feel free 

to contact any of our teachers or administrators with questions or concerns. A 

reminder will be sent through Swift K12. 

https://www.ecsd.net/8410/page/3336/school-and-transportation-fees
https://www.ecsd.net/8410/page/3356/school-plan-for-continuous-growth
https://www.ecsd.net/8410/page/3356/school-plan-for-continuous-growth
mailto:Guitta.Kodershah@ecsd.net


 

Social Justice 

We mark the New Year with a focus on our school charism, inspired by our 
adoptive patron saint, St. André Bessette, who demonstrated profound 
pastoral care by serving others with humility.  
 
Students from K to 9 are engaging in homeroom lessons from the Mustard 
Seed Educator’s toolkit: Poverty and Homelessness: Changing Perspectives. 
This will be followed by a virtual presentation by the Mustard Seed for each 
division starting Thursday, January 7. Ultimately, students will explore the 
meaning of stewardship and humble service leading to a direct role they will 
take in planning of social justice actions.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Activities (K-12) 
Elementary students remained on site for in-person learning until 

December 18th. Students enjoyed different theme days throughout 

the last week of school. The classrooms were filled with Christmas 

colors, Santa hats, festive wear and the definite favourite, 

pyjamas. 

Student Council at the High School level wanted to keep things very simple. The winner of the 

Christmas Tree Contest was announced and then students played a giant Christmas Kahoot!  

Student Council at the Junior High level offered a couple of different activities. The events were 

moderated by a Student Council Representative. Students played a Christmas Kahoot, 

decorated digital Secret Santa cards and some Karaoke together. They also enjoyed different 

theme days throughout the last week of school - Christmas hats, sweaters, characters abound! 

Junior High Student Council is also looking to introduce new members for the second part of 

the year! We encourage all students from grades 7-9 to help contribute to our student 

activities. Information on how to join will be available to students in the coming week. 

 

 

We can’t wait to see how J.H. Picard 

students live our school charism! 



ECSD Health and Safety Factsheet 

 ECSD has published the 13th annual Health and Safety Factsheet that contains a 

great deal of timely and important information on the following topics:  

• COVID 19 • Mental Health • Alberta Influenza Immunization Program  

• The Dangers of Live Streaming • Fentanyl 

The ECSD Factsheet has been posted to the Monthly Newsletter page of our website. 

 

Caregiver Series  

AHS, in collaboration with The Mental Health 

Foundation, is proud to offer FREE online programming 

for parents and caregivers of children and youth. The aim 

is to increase awareness and reduce the stigma of mental 

health challenges that children and adolescents 

experience, provide parents and caregivers with evidence-based mental health information, 

and provide strategies that support mental wellness. Sessions are offered online through the 

Zoom conferencing application. A link to access the online session will be sent by email to those 

who have registered for the session.  

Click to learn more  

High School January Exams  
  

The last day of class for non-diploma courses is January 22. Any final exams or final tasks will 
be completed in class prior to this date.  
 
The last day of class for diploma-level courses exam is January 18.  Any final assessments 
will have taken place in class by this date. Diploma exams are optional; students were asked 
to communicate their interest in advance. The dates of the diploma exams are available link: 
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-diploma-exam-schedule.pdf.  
 
A detailed schedule or exams and/or final assessment tasks will be sent by SWIFT next week. 
Final exams will be administered in classrooms to maintain cohorting. Semester 2 begins on 
February 1rst. 
 

 

 

https://www.cyfcaregivereducation.ca/home
https://www.cyfcaregivereducation.ca/home
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-diploma-exam-schedule.pdf


School Council 

Thank you to the parents who attended our virtual School Council Meeting on December 08. 

Our next Virtual School Council meeting is on Tuesday, February 9th, at 6:00 PM. The link 

to the meeting will be emailed to the parents with the agenda. All parents are welcome to 

attend. We value your input into school decisions and activities. 

Flip Give Fundraiser  

Ecole JH Picard School Council Society is fundraising with FlipGive, a free team funding app. 

There are no products to buy or deliver, it’s a completely virtual and contactless online 

shopping link that gives Parent Council cash back.  We earn cash back on every online purchase 

we make all year long! All you have to do is use our FlipGive link to shop anytime with the 

brands you already love, like Home Depot, Walmart, Amazon, Sport Chek, Indigo, Old Navy, 

Apple, and Esso.   

 

 

 

 

Join our team now or enter this code: FVXFHF and you’ll get a $5 bonus the first time you shop. 

This fundraiser runs until June, so get in the habit of using FlipGive for any online shopping. 

Funds raised will go towards technology, books and other learning tools for the school. Thank 

you for your support! 

                                                                

 

Donation of Hope for the J.H. Picard Families 
“Give and it will be given to you… for whatever measure you deal out to others, it will be dealt to you in 

return.” (Luke 6:38) 

Generosity and kindness are both traits of the J.H. Picard community. To help JH Picard families who are 

in need, we added this the Donation for Hope to Powerschool. Families can donate money by logging to 

their child’s account and scroll down to New items.  

 

The key to making this a successful fundraiser 

is simply remembering to use the FlipGive link 

for ALL your online shopping. Bookmark the 

site so you will have the link handy.   

 

https://www.flipgive.com/teams/join?fundraiser_name=Shella&joincode=FVXFHF&_branch_match_id=862750398708918762&utm_medium=marketing


1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 2021 
 

Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (John 15:5-9) 

 
Every year, from January 18-25, Christians around the world join together for the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. The Canadian Council of Churches shares the following: 

The 2021 theme – Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (John 15:5-9) – calls us to pray and to 
work for reconciliation and unity in the church, with our human family, and with all of creation. 
Drawing on the Gospel image of vine and branches, it invites us to nourish unity with God and with one 
another through contemplative silence, prayer, and common action. Grafted into Christ the vine as 
many diverse branches, may we bear rich fruit and create new ways of living, with respect for and 
communion with all of creation. (https://www.weekofprayer.ca/2021-week-prayer-christian-unity-
theme) 

 
Joining together in prayer and communion with others is an excellent way to begin our calendar year, 
especially on the heels of repeated periods of isolation over the past many months.  Visit weekofprayer.ca to 
learn more. 
 
The new calendar year marks the beginning of our planning for the 2021-22 school year.  This year, our 
planning will take on a very different look and feel.  Our schools will be holding virtual Open Houses so that 
students and families can still get a good sense of what is offered as they make their learning choices for the 
next school year.  You can learn more about our Open Houses by visiting our school websites.  We are pleased 
to be taking registrations online again this year.  Visit register.ecsd.net beginning January 11, 2021 to find your 
school and follow the steps to register if you are new to Edmonton Catholic Schools.  A complete listing of 
Open Houses can be found there as well. 
 
Edmonton Catholic Schools is excited to be building a new K-9 school in the Keswick and a new high school in 
Heritage Valley.  We would like to hear your voice in naming them!  The culture and ethos of the school 
community will evolve from the name of a Catholic school.  The intention of the name is to support the 
mission of the Catholic school to be consistent with the mission of the Catholic Church and to establish and 
deepen the relationship of everyone in the school with the person of Jesus Christ as members of his Body, the 
Church.  Visit www.ecsd.net and click on the ‘name our schools’ graphic to view the guidelines for submitting a 
name.  Submissions are electronic through the site and will be accepted until 4 pm on January 31, 2021. 
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In the fall, we hosted a virtual opportunity for parents and guardians to learn more about supporting their 

children’s mental health during COVID-19 times.  We are pleased to offer a follow-up virtual event on January 

19 from 7-8 pm.  We have moved in and out of a virtual, remote existence in the past many months, and that 

has posed tremendous challenges to our mental health and wellbeing.  We are travelling in uncharted 

territory as parents and caregivers, and in addition to paying close attention to ourselves, we need to be extra 

vigilant with our young people.  It is our hope that this evening will give you a few more tools to help you 

support your families in establishing and maintaining good mental health in an increasingly digital world.  Visit 

our website for more information on the event and register early! 

Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, last fall.  
Beginning this month, our Religious Education Services (RES) will be sharing monthly articles on the topic to 
help bring it to life for our community.  This month, our RES Manager, Sandra Talarico, writes about the 
introduction and first two chapters.   
 
As we anticipate the Week of Prayer for Christian unity, I will leave you with a final word from our Holy Father: 
“To pray is to light a candle in the darkness. #Prayer rouses us from the tepidness of a purely horizontal 
existence, lifts our gaze to higher things, makes us attuned to the Lord, allows God to be close to us; it frees us 
from our solitude and gives us hope.” (Twitter, 12/15/20)     
 
Many blessings in the New Year! 
 
Sincerely, 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html


EPIPHANY, THEOPHANY – THE SHOWING FORTH OF GOD! 

 

 Epiphany! Theophany! Two good Greek words 
expressing and proclaiming to the world the 
showing forth of God in His fullness. In the first 
centuries of Christianity, the feast of the Epiphany 
was regarded as a collective feast for it embraced 
other events in the life of Jesus which bore witness 
to His divinity – namely, His Nativity, the homage 
of the Wise Men from the East, the Baptism of the 
Lord in the river Jordan, the first miracle at the 
wedding in Cana of Galilee and the miraculous 
multiplication of the loaves. St. Augustine in his 
homily on the Feast of the Epiphany said: “Today 
we celebrate the mystery of the Epiphany on 
earth. Today God, by means of a star in the 
heavens, heralded His Nativity; and by baptism in 
the Jordan, He sanctified water for the renewal of 
humankind; at a wedding in Cana of Galilee, He 
changed water into wine; and with five loaves of 
bread, He fed five thousand people.”    

In the Eastern Church (Ukrainian Catholic Church) the main emphasis of the feast is on the Baptism of the Lord in the river 
Jordan by John and the public manifestation of the incarnate Word to the world. Epiphany is the showing forth of God 
because it was there, at the Baptism of Jesus, that all three Persons of the Holy Trinity appeared for the first time. The 
Father’s voice testified from heaven that Jesus is the Son of God. The Son accepted His Father’s testimony, and the Holy 
Spirit was seen descending from the Father in the form of a dove and resting upon the Son.  
“And when Jesus had been baptized, just as He came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to Him and 
He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on Him. And the voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with Whom I am well pleased.’” (Matthew 3: 16-17)  
God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – plays an important role in the life and worship of every Christian. In the Eastern Church 
we make the sign of the cross with the thumb and first two fingers representing the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
An Eastern Catholic brings these three fingers together to signify that s/he believes not in the three Gods but in One. We 
are baptized in the name of the Trinity; every liturgy in the Eastern Church begins with the name of the Trinity; we are 
blessed in the name of the Trinity; we confess our faith in the Holy Trinity when we say in the Nicene Creed: “I believe in 
One God, the Father, the Almighty… I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ… I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life…”  
The doctrine of the Trinity may seem incomprehensible and remote; yet it is one of the basic teachings of the Catholic 
Church. It is basic because it tells us so much about God, about how Christians have experienced His presence in the past 
and about how we may experience the fullness of His presence today. Saint Peter and the other apostles, for example, 
knew God in three ways. They knew God as “Father”. They knew God as: “Son” in the person of Jesus Christ. On Pentecost 
they experienced God as “Holy Spirit”, as a presence and power within their own hearts and within the Church. 
The Trinity means that I believe in God the Father Who made me; God the Son Who saves me, God the Holy Spirit Who 
lives in me. God the Father: for us in love! God the Son: with us in grace! God the Holy Spirit: in us in power! 
 
Resources: “A Byzantine Rite. Liturgical Year.” Julian J. Katrij, OSBM. Basilian Fathers Publication. Detroit, 1983. 
http://lit.royaldoors.net/2013/12/09/january-6-2014-the-holy-theophany-of-our-lord-god-and-saviour-jesus-christ/ 
 
Christ is Born! Glorify Him! 
Fr. Julian Bilyj 
ECSD Chaplain 

 



Encyclical Letter: Fratelli Tutti 
of the Holy Father, Francis 

on Fraternity and Social Friendship 
A Summary 

 
Introduction 
 
Inspired by Saint Francis of Assisi, Pope Francis gives us Fratelli Tutti, a proposal for a way of life marked 
by the flavour of the Gospel. It is a call to love others as brothers and sisters; to recognize and love every 
person with a love without limits; and to encounter others in a way that is capable of overcoming all 
distance and every temptation. Fratelli Tutti does not claim to offer a comprehensive teaching on 
fraternal love but seeks rather to consider its universal scope - the dignity of each and every human 
person. 
 
Chapter One: Dark Clouds Over A Closed World 
 
The first chapter describes the dark clouds that extend to all parts of the world, hindering the 
development of universal fraternity and leaving many people wounded by the roadside, discarded and 
rejected. It reflects on the many distortions of the contemporary era: the manipulation and the 
deformity of democracy, freedom, justice; the loss of the meaning of the social community and history; 
selfishness and indifference toward the common good; the market system based on profit and the 
culture of waste; unemployment, racism, poverty; and the disparity of rights. While these inequities may 
tempt us to raise our arms in surrender, this is not the way to restore hope and bring about renewal. We 
must follow a culture of the other; of reviving the sense that we are a global community, and that our 
lifestyles, our relationships, the organization of our societies, and the meaning of our existence, matter. 
 
 
Chapter Two: A Stranger On The Road 
 
The second chapter is dedicated to this figure of the stranger on the road, wounded and cast aside amid 
the dark clouds of a closed world; a society that has turned its back on the suffering and care of its most 
frail and vulnerable. Just like the Good Samaritan, we are called to become neighbours to others, to 
overcome prejudices, personal interests, and historical and cultural barriers. We are called to create a 
society that includes and integrates the fallen and the suffering. Pope Francis calls us to rediscover our 
vocation as citizens of our own nations and of the world. He summons us to be builders of a new social 
order and to be aware that the existence of each and every individual is deeply tied to the other; that 
Christ is the face of the other.  
 
By Sandra Talarico 
     Manager, Religious Education Services 
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