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Administrators’ Message 
We have entered into the Holiest season of the Christian calendar – Lent. We 
began our Lenten journey with our virtual Ash Wednesday liturgy on February 17, 
and we will end with Easter. The season of Lent is a time of reflection and of 
turning our hearts to God. We turn our attention to growing spiritually so that we 
can fully cherish the joy of Easter. 

 
We would like to extend a huge thank you to all of the JH Picard families who supported the 

Mustard Seed social justice campaign. Through your generosity, many items were collected that 

will help the homeless in our city. 

We are pleased that we have not had a positive case of COVID 19 since we returned from 

Christmas Holiday. We continue to do our best to make sure that students are following all 

protocols, including staying home when they are not well. Parents, you can help us by letting us 

know when your children are absent with possible COVID symptoms and when you have COVID 

tests booked. We keep track of this information in the event of a positive test. 

We are excited to host a Scholastic Festival du Livre virtuel from March 08 until March 22nd. 
The virtual book fair will give our students access to the books they want to read. All 
purchases benefit our school and earn rewards that can be redeemed for books and 
Education Resources for our school’s classrooms. More information about the book fair is 
included in this newsletter. 
 
We would like to remind parents that the Thursday before Spring Break is a full day, with no 
early dismissal. We will dismiss at 12:12 on Friday, March 26, for Spring Break. School will 
resume on Tuesday, April 6.  
 
Together we will work very hard in the next weeks and then enjoy a well-deserved Spring Break 

and Easter weekend at the end of the month.  
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Intentions for Next Year- Important Information 
Parents of all current JH Picard students are asked to complete the “Intentions for Next Year” 

icon in PowerSchool. Parents and students will have until March 22, 2021 to make their 

intentions. Your cooperation in completing this information is critical as this is a significant step 

in the preparations and planning necessary for the next school year. We do ask that anyone 

planning to move their children to a different school please let us know as soon as possible so 

that we can assist with the transition and plan for staffing accordingly. Thank you! 

 

Staffing Update 

We wish M. Laffin well as he resumes his role within the division as a 

substitute teacher. We hope to see him again soon at JHP! We are 

pleased to welcome Ms. Penny who will continue replacing Mrs 

Bacinski until her return. We also welcome M. Harvey who will be 

teaching M usic with us for the month of March.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
March 8   International Women’s Day 
 
March 8- 22  Festival du livre virtuel- Virtual Book Fair 
 
March 9  Virtual Parent Council Meeting @ 6pm 
 
March 17  St. Patrick’s Day (Wear green) 
 
March 18  No School - Faith Formation Day  
 
March 25  Full Day of instruction (Dismissal at 3:08pm) 
 
March 26   Half Day Instruction (Dismissal at 12:12pm) 
 
March 29 - April 5 No School- Spring Break 
 
April 4   Easter Sunday 
 
April 6   Return to school 



Missed our Open House? 
The J.H. Picard Virtual Open House was on Tuesday, February 23. If you missed it, program 

information is available on our website including videos and testimonials made by students, 

staff and parents.  

We are now accepting registrations for the 2021-2022 school year. If you know of anyone 

planning to register their children at our school, please have them do so as soon as possible.  

To register for our Kindergarten program, children must be 5 years of age on or before 

December 31 of their kindergarten year. Parents are encouraged to use the online Kindergarten 

Calculator to determine when their child will be eligible for kindergarten programming: 

http://parent.ecsd.net/kindergarten/ 

All new registration applications (for students not currently enrolled in an Edmonton Catholic 

School), are completed online: https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today 

Students currently enrolled at J.H. Picard will have their 

registrations carried forward for the next school year. 

Parents are still asked to complete the “Intentions for next 

year” in PowerSchool so that we are able to plan effectively for classes and staffing for the 

upcoming school year. We thank you for spreading the good news! 

 

Scholastic Virtual Book Fair 

 
The virtual book fair is a great way to continue to give our students access to the books they 
want to read. You will be able to shop together, selecting the books that inspire your readers, 
from the comfort of home. 
 
All purchases benefit our school and earn Rewards that can be redeemed for books and 

Education Resources for our school’s classrooms. 

 
Visit our school’s festival du livre virtuel using the link below: 

https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5156899 

 

http://parent.ecsd.net/kindergarten/
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today
https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5156899


Anti-racism Actions 

March 1 marked our Black History Month wrap-up 
and re-affirmed our commitment to anti-racism. 
Our learning throughout Black History Month was 
meaningful and engaging. We are very grateful for 
the time and the insights shared from our guest 
speakers. Our learning was sparked by our inquiry 
question: “Why do we have a whole month 
dedicated to the celebration of Black History 

Month?” Each week we explored different themes looking closer at the history, culture, and 
the significant contributions from the Black community in Canada and throughout the world.   

Our March assemblies will showcase the learning, dancing, and celebrations throughout Black 
History Month.  

  

Foods 10-20-30 
Students preparing jollof rice in honour of Black History Month.  
 

 



Grade 8 Art class: this project was inspired by the work of artist and teacher, Alma Woodsey 

Thomas.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Elementary News Update 
February was a month full kindness, respect and love as we celebrated Valentine’s Day, 

Random Acts of Kindness, Black History Month and Pink Shirt Day. Our Grade 6 classes are 

completing the Safe in 6 program virtually. The program focuses on healthy relationships, 

online safety and drug awareness.  

 

 

  



Student Council News 

HIGH SCHOOL: Student Council planned 3 activities for High School Students during Random 

Acts of Kindness (RAK) week as a means of increasing our collective energy and spreading joy in 

the school.  

1) Students prepared thank you cards for the hard workers in our community. They picked 

which community business/organization they want to thank such as Dairy Queen, Cafe 

Sole, Burger Baron and the Mustard Seed. The cards were delivered last week. 

  

2) Students identified that they need to remember to love themselves too. Students 

Student council assembled a “Being Kind to Ourselves Bulletin Board” for all students to 

see! The messages were written by all students who wished to participate.  

 

3) Morning Kindness Messages: Student Council wrote messages of kindness messages and 

sent them to students via their email or Teams. 

JUNIOR HIGH 

Students put their creativity to work, assembling “goodie bags” for teachers. The decorated 

bags included a positive message and included treats. The goodwill didn’t stop there! The 

student council also wrote an anonymous kindness card for every student in Junior High. The 

feedback for our RAK week was overwhelmingly positive... students appreciated the inclusive 

nature of the week’s events! 



Social Justice in Action 
It has been a month of action at JHP! Students from K Students 

from K-12 have been exploring the meaning of stewardship and 

humble service by planning social justice actions in support of 

the Mustard Seed with their classes. We are inspired by our 

adoptive patron saint, St. André Bessette, who demonstrated 

profound pastoral care by serving others with humility.  

The Mustard Seed Shelter was overwhelmed and overjoyed with 
the donations and kindness from the J. H. Picard community.  
January and February are typically months when donations are 
needed so our contributions were greatly appreciated! The 
shelter will reach out if they require any other donations. We will 
continue to build our relationship with our community 
neighbors. 

 

Social Media Awareness  

We are in the process of booking online presentations 

in March for our Grade 7 to 9 students. The TELUS 

Wise Impact Workshop delivered through a webinar 

will engage our Junior High students in a conversation 

about cyberbullying, helping them explore and 

understand different options for safe and appropriate 

ways of intervening when they witness cruel behaviour 

online. 

Caregiver Series  

AHS, in collaboration with The Mental Health Foundation, is proud to 

offer FREE online programming for parents and caregivers of children 

and youth. The aim is to increase awareness and reduce the stigma of 

mental health challenges that children and adolescents experience, 

provide parents and caregivers with evidence-based mental health 

information, and provide strategies that support mental wellness. 

Sessions are offered online through the Zoom conferencing application. 

A link to access the online session will be sent by email to those who have registered for the 

session.  

Click on the link below to access the Caregiver Education Team March Newsletter.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oBrjteLhFFt79-Z9cuhLNbYCGW41fFsb/view 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oBrjteLhFFt79-Z9cuhLNbYCGW41fFsb/view


 

School Council 

Our next Virtual School Council meeting is on Tuesday, March 09, at 6:00 

PM. The link to the meeting will be emailed to the parents with the 

agenda. All parents are welcome to attend. We value your input into 

school decisions and activities. 

 

Flip Give Fundraiser  

Ecole JH Picard School Council Society is fundraising with FlipGive, a free team funding app. 

There are no products to buy or deliver, it’s a completely virtual and contactless online 

shopping link that gives Parent Council cash back.  We earn cash back on every online purchase 

we make all year long! All you have to do is use our FlipGive link to shop anytime with the 

brands you already love, like Home Depot, Walmart, Amazon, Sport Chek, Indigo, Old Navy, 

Apple, and Esso.   

 

 

 

 

Join our team now or enter this code: FVXFHF and you’ll get a $5 bonus the first time you shop. 

This fundraiser runs until June, so get in the habit of using FlipGive for any online shopping. 

Funds raised will go towards technology, books and other learning tools for the school. Thank 

you for your support! 

                                                                

 

Donation of Hope for the J.H. Picard Families 
“Give and it will be given to you… for whatever measure you deal out to others, it will be dealt to you in 

return.” (Luke 6:38) 

Generosity and kindness are both traits of the J.H. Picard community. To help JH Picard families who are 

in need, we added this the Donation for Hope to Powerschool. Families can donate money by logging to 

their child’s account and scroll down to New items.  

 

The key to making this a successful fundraiser 

is simply remembering to use the FlipGive link 

for ALL your online shopping. Bookmark the 

site so you will have the link handy.   

 

https://www.flipgive.com/teams/join?fundraiser_name=Shella&joincode=FVXFHF&_branch_match_id=862750398708918762&utm_medium=marketing
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“Lent is a journey that involves our whole life, our entire being. It is a time to reconsider the path we are 
taking, to find the route that leads us home and to rediscover our profound relationship with God, on whom 

everything depends.”  (Pope Francis, Homily, 02/17/21) 
  
 

In his homily for Ash Wednesday, Pope Francis invites us to look to a bigger picture of the journey of Lent. It is 
not only a journey into the desert with Jesus as he prepares to go to Jerusalem for his ultimate sacrifice. Our 
Holy Father invites us to look to look more deeply upon the journey of Lent as one where we commit our lives 
to always returning to God, his love, and his mercy. The Pope shares that through the gift of the person of 
Jesus, God came to us so that he could take us by the hand and walk us towards the joy of salvation.  
 
Our planning for the 2021-22 school year is well underway. As with all things over the past many months, we 
recognize that there is uncertainty that exists because of the pandemic. Our schools have done an outstanding 
job at ensuring that students and staff are safe and that all COVID risk-mitigation protocols are followed; these 
will continue for the duration of the pandemic. 
 
Understanding that our mandate is to provide in-person learning, we have also arrived at a model for online 
learning for the 2021-22 school year for those students that would benefit from this learning option based on 
their learning style. This option is significantly different than the COVID-inspired online platform presently in 
place, and a conversation with your child’s administration would be beneficial in understanding these 
differences as they pertain to your child’s learning needs.   
 
We are asking parents to indicate their learning stance intention (in-person or online) for each child before 
March 22. The Division will analyze the number of requests to establish the most efficient and cost-effective 
way of delivering the online experience based on family choice. By families making decisions that meet their 
needs early on, it will allow us to create a robust learning experience for every student. All online students will 
be given one opportunity to return to their community school, on February 1, 2022. There will be no 
opportunity for students that want online learning to enroll after the start of the school year.  
 
Please be sure to go to your PowerSchool Parent portal to indicate your intentions for each child for next year 
by March 22, 2021 so that we can be sure that our staffing meets the needs of our students in both in-person 
and online learning. Click here to learn more. 
 
 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2021/documents/papa-francesco_20210217_omelia-ceneri.html
https://www.ecsd.net/_ci/p/15294
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Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, last fall. This 
month, our Religious Education Services (RES) Secondary Consultant writes about chapter 5, A Better Kind of 
Politics, and chapter 6, Dialogue and Friendship in Society. The article is included as an accompaniment to this 
newsletter. 
 
I leave you with a final thought from Pope Francis’ beautiful Ash Wednesday Homily: “Lent is a humble 
descent both inwards and towards others. It is about realizing that salvation is not an ascent to glory, but a 
descent in love.”  
 
Many blessings on your continued Lenten journey towards our God. 
 
Sincerely, 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html


Lent – Our Forty Days in the Desert 

“Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty 
days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, 
“If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he 
answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the 
pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it 
is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear 
you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, “Again it is 
written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the devil took him to a very high 
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour; and he said to 
him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away 
with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” Then the 
devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.” -Matthew 4. 1-11 

Lent, traditionally a time for fasting, almsgiving, and prayer, is also a time to take stock of our 
lives, to prepare ourselves physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually for the death and 
resurrection of Christ. For many Christians around the world, Lent is one of the most important 
times of the year. Unlike Advent which serves as a time of celebration and of great anticipation, 
Lent is more frequently a time of solemn observance and preparation for Easter. From its start 
on Ash Wednesday, this year on February the 17th, until its conclusion on Easter Sunday, we find 
ourselves, like Jesus, in the desert. 

 
As Lent is the time for greater love, listen to Jesus’ thirst … He knows your weakness. He 

wants only your love, wants only the chance to love you.” -St. Teresa of Calcutta 

It is hard to imagine this barren wilderness as described in the gospel of Matthew as we remain 
shrouded in snow and cold. Yet, the imagery of the desert is still important; it helps us recall our 
need to stop and reflect; to prepare for the expected and unexpected events in our lives  Lent is 
an invitation for us to accompany him on that journey; the forty days that Christ Jesus prepared 
himself, body and soul, for his ministry on earth. Even in the midst of temptation, Jesus revealed 
to us what it means to live out one’s humanity; what it means to be in relationship with God.  
 
Today, Christians around the world observe Lent in many ways. Some will still observe the fast 
strictly, beginning with the wearing of ashes on Ash Wednesday and abstinence of meat until 
Easter Sunday. Others will choose to give up something trivial for Lent. At the same time, many 
other Christians will use Lent to study their Bibles and pray more intently, making use of 
devotional books, and daily reflections. And even others will act generously as a way to place 
others first. In whatever way you recognize Lent and however you prepare for Easter, remember 
always to remain fixed on Christ; to follow him, mind, body, and soul, from the forty days and 
forty nights in the desert, to a life dedicated to serving God and serving others.   

 
Sandra Talarico, Manager, Religious Education Services  



Better Politics - Truly at the Service of the Common Good  
 

 The pleading call for all societies to engage in “A Better Kind of Politics” is the focus of 
chapter 5 in Pope Francis’ encyclical letter Fratelli Tutti. In the midst of a world pandemic, political 
decisions that are “truly at the service of the common good” (par. 154) are not only needed, but 
essential! 
 

Pope Francis’s message is clear; we must engage in politics that takes into account more 
than just economics. Though economic growth is a necessary consideration, stable economies are 
not built solely on profit; stability also relies on putting social structures in place that support 
human dignity. “Populist” leaders (leaders that claim to represent the well-being of others, while in 
fact, pursuing their own agenda) who show a lack of compassion for all people, undermine the 
principles of human dignity. A “better kind of politics” (par. 154) would see leaders do the ‘right 
thing’ in the interest and benefit of all people, not just what is popular for short term benefit or 
gain. A better type of leadership considers “the need for a greater spirit of fraternity, but also a 
more efficient world-wide organization to help resolve the problems plaguing the abandoned and 
suffering in poor countries” (par. 165). As a society, our goal must be to engage in “healthy politics” 
(par. 177) — this is where we will see true reform and peace. 

              Dialogue and the essential role it plays in creating a culture of “liberty, equality, and 
fraternity” (par. 219) is at the heart of chapter 6 “Dialogue and Friendship in Society”. Each of us 
has something to contribute; “each of us can learn something from others.” (par. 215) Currently, we 
live in a culture where social media exploits people’s weaknesses and makes them feel less worthy. 
Pope Francis says that when we engage in meaningful dialogue, we learn that “no one is useless, 
and no one is expendable.” (par 215) A country will flourish, when economics are not the sole focus 
and “when constructive dialogue occurs between its many rich cultural components: popular 
culture, university culture, youth culture, artistic culture, technological culture, economic culture, 
family culture and media culture.” (par. 199) When we take time to use social media for good — 
connecting with others, uniting in solidarity with others, and creating a sense of unity with others 
we “offer immense possibilities for encounter and solidarity.” (par. 205) 

It is in “respecting the truth of our human dignity and submitting to that truth” (par. 207) 
that we can build a great future for our children. This means recognizing other people’s right to be 
themselves and accepting diversity and positive change or progress in our world. This means finding 
the time and energy, in a world that spins so quickly around us, to show care, generosity, and 
compassion for others. The simple “gift of a smile, to speak a word of encouragement, to listen 
amid general indifference” (par. 224) is integral to building new pathways for a world of hope; a 
world with compassion and understanding. 

Susanna Kaup, Religious Education Services 
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