
 

October 2021 

Administrators’ Message  

With the first month of school behind us, the students are well 
established and are becoming comfortable with routines and 
procedures. Even though we are still operating within 
pandemic protocols, classes attended field trips and 
participated in school wide events; our soccer and volleyball 
teams refined their skills during their practices and brought 
home a few wins. We’re so happy to see our students 
participate in our school community activities.  

This month we celebrate Thanksgiving, and we have many 
things to be thankful for. We are thankful for the dedication 
and expertise of our school staff, the joy and energy of our students and the trust and support 
of our families.  
 
The JH Picard students will be participating in virtual Thanksgiving liturgies:  

Kindergarten- Gr. 6 on October 8, at 9:30  Gr. 7- 12 on October 7, at 9:35 
We are happy to be collecting much needed food donations for the 
Edmonton Food Bank this Thanksgiving season. We encourage students to 
bring in donations to their homeroom teachers or block 2 teachers for high 
school students, throughout the week. A list of the Food Bank’s most 
needed items can be found at the end of this newsletter. We thank you in 
advance for your generosity! 

 
On behalf of the staff, we would like to wish each of our students and their families a very 
happy and blessed Thanksgiving holiday. 
 
 
Guitta Kodershah  Brigitte Levasseur  Mark Huculak 
Principal   Assistant Principal  Assistant Principal 
 

 

 

School Mission 

J.H. Picard’s mission is to provide a 

faith based French Immersion 

education. We are committed to 

creating an inclusive learning 

community for all students to 

develop linguistic competency and 

critical thinking skills as engaged 
citizens who humbly serve God and 

one another. 



 
 
 
 
 
October 7  Virtual Thanksgiving Celebration (Gr. 7-12) @ 9:35 
 
October 8  Virtual Thanksgiving Celebration (K- Gr. 6) @ 9:30 
 
October 11  No School - Thanksgiving Holiday 
   
October 18  No School - Faith Development Day-  
 
October 22  Picture Retake Day 
 
October 29  Halloween Celebrations at school 
 
November 11- 15 No School- Remembrance Day Weekend 
 
November 25  Parent-Student-Teacher Virtual Conferences 
 

COVID-19 Safety Measures 
We are doing our very best to make sure that students and staff are following established 
protocols about physical distancing, mask wear, hand sanitization and enhanced cleaning 
during the pandemic. Protocols were revised last week with updated guidance:  
• Classroom cohorts are maintained to the greatest extent possible,  

• Physical distancing should be maintained during recess  

• Students must be masked when singing, with limits on the duration of singing  

• Instrument covers must be used on wind instruments  

Parents play a crucial role in helping us keep our students and staff 
safe. We remind you to 
keep your children home when they are sick. It is important that you 
complete the Daily Screening Questionnaire before sending your 
children to school.  

Please note the addition of household contacts to the Screening Questionnaire (#1).  
• 14-day isolation for persons who are household contacts of someone who has been 
diagnosed with COVID 19.  

• 10-day isolation, or a negative COVID test and resolution of symptoms for students exhibiting 
symptoms not related to pre-existing conditions.  
 
Thank you for your support in keeping our community safe and healthy. 

https://www.ecsd.net/_ci/p/34430


 
Thank you for reviewing the following expectations with your 

child. Your support in reinforcing these rules and the proper mask 

wearing is crucial for everyone’s safety on the bus, especially this 

year due to the increased risks associated with COVID. 

 

Violation of any of the following may lead to the loss of riding privileges, or suspension from 

school. 

✓ Students are not permitted to go to Dairy Queen at the end of the day before getting on 
the bus.  

✓ Students must wear their masks properly for the entire duration of the trip 

✓ While the bus is in motion, students must not extend any part of their bodies out of 

windows, try to get on or off the bus, or move about within it. 

✓ Students must remain seated, in their assigned seats, during the entire trip. 

✓ Students will not consume food or beverages on the bus. 

✓ Students must not distract the bus driver. 

✓ Students must not throw paper or other waste materials on the floor, or out of the 

windows of the bus. 

✓ Silence must be maintained when the bus stops at railroad crossings. 

✓ Students need to be familiar with their assigned stop. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/ppih/if-ppih-covid-19-sch-tips-help-child-

wear-mask.pdf 

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/ppih/if-ppih-covid-19-sch-tips-help-child-wear-mask.pdf
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/ppih/if-ppih-covid-19-sch-tips-help-child-wear-mask.pdf


Chromebooks Update 
 

We are pleased to share that we have received the 90 
Chromebooks that we ordered last spring. Thank you to 
the School Council Fundraising Society and the Pratt 
family for subsidizing the cost of 60 chromebooks.   
 
Although this will increase accessibility of chromebook 

in the classes, we cannot reach the 1:1 Chromebook to 

student ratio with the school owned devices only. 

Therefore, Students who own a Chromebook should 

bring it to school to use in class.  

While many students already own a cell phone, these are not considered a substitute for a 
chromebook. Chromebooks are considered a tool dedicated to learning. They work seamlessly 
with Google’s educational suite of applications and allow for greater functionality without the 
interference of social media application and phone notifications.  
 

We continue to strongly recommend that students in grades 4 -12 purchase a Chromebook. A 
sustained partnership between the school and families with regards to procuring Chromebooks 
for school use is crucial in achieving the goal of having a Chromebook in the hands of each 
student.  
 
Edmonton Catholic Schools offers a Parent Personal Chromebook Purchase Program through 

Compugen. Chromebooks purchased through this program include a 3-year accidental damage 

warranty and come preloaded with all required software. Chromebooks are purchased by 

parents online directly from Compugen. Click on the following link for more 

information. https://emerge.compugen.com/ECSDParents 

School Fees 
School fees are now due. School fees are directed toward items such as 
software subscriptions and consumable items for students including supplies 
for Junior and Senior High options courses such as Foods, Arts, CTS, Music, 
and activities such as school events and fun days. Every effort has been 
made to keep school fees as reasonable as possible.  
 
Fees may be paid online through PowerSchool. Parents who are unfamiliar 

with making payments through PowerSchool are invited to contact our school office for 
assistance.  
 
Powerschool will provide you with a detailed description of your son/daughter’s school fees. 

Your accounts will not reflect the specialized programs until your son/daughter is registered for 

https://emerge.compugen.com/ECSDParents


the options they have chosen. As soon as the option courses are added to Powerschool, it will 

automatically appear in your Powerschool fee accounts. There are no fees attached to regular 

curricular courses. The preferred method of payment for both school and bus fees is by credit 

card through Powerschool. School fees have been posted to our website:  

https://www.ecsd.net/8410/page/3336/school-and-transportation-fees 

PowerSchool/Swift K12 
Parents at J.H. Picard are encouraged to use PowerSchool to monitor 

their child(ren)’s progress at school. PowerSchool enables parents to 

monitor attendance, find out what homework assignments will be, 

confirm that students have submitted homework or assignments and 

view their child’s grades as they exist in the teacher’s gradebook at any given time. 

PowerSchool also allows parents to register to receive alert notifications, review daily 

comments from teachers and much more. For those who are not familiar with how to access 

grades and attendance on PowerSchool, please see the information below: 

Assessment and Reporting Family Support  
 

 
For Parents | Tracking Your Child's Learning [UPDATED VERSION] This video will walk families 
through the process of how to track their child's progress  
 

 
 
 Understanding Assessment and Reporting 
 

 

Understanding the Codes in Grades and Attendance 

How to View Report Cards in the Parent Portal 

https://www.ecsd.net/8410/page/3336/school-and-transportation-fees
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3PH3N0tiVuw
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/fgg/5/PARENTGUIDE%20ASSESS%20%20REPORTING-1.pdf
https://www.ecsd.net/page/17856/understanding-the-codes-in-grades-and-attendance
https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FPrograms%2FLearning%20in%20ECSD%2FAssessment%2FViewing%20Report%20Cards%20in%20Parent%20Portal%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FPrograms%2FLearning%20in%20ECSD%2FAssessment&p=true&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9lZG1vbnRvbmNhdGhvbGljc2Nob29scy5zaGFyZXBvaW50LmNvbS86Yjovcy9QdWJsaWNXZWJzaXRlRmlsZXMvRWNvbThUU0lYU0ZQcEl2YUpXdlExYUlCLWprLUJWSkN0cVNUNjBIWlpuRlhwZz9ydGltZT1aTWZRQjctSDJVZw


 

Welcome Student Teachers 
We are very pleased to welcome two student teachers to J.H. Picard.  
 
Germaine Ndior will be with Mme Marylène Lamy-Rittammer in Grade 3. 
Claudia De Crescentis will work with Mme Rita Tshiluba in Grade 4. 
Our student teachers will be with us from October 25 until December 10. 
 

 

School Safety Drills 
In general, we practice our fire drills in the Fall and Spring and lockdown and 
shelter in place procedures in the winter months. These valuable exercises are 
required so that the staff and students are aware of what the procedures are 
should one of these events occur. For some of these practices, the students 
will be aware that they will occur. Other practices will be surprise events. In all 

cases, the office will make an announcement following the practice.  
 

Student Medical Alert 
Please be sure to update medical information for anyone with allergies or medical 
conditions with Mme Vicky Murray in the office ASAP. She can be reached by 
email vicky.murray@ecsd.net or by phone at 780 433-4251. 
 
 

 

Orange Shirt Day   
On September 29th, students were asked to wear orange 
to recognize Orange Shirt Day which is a day to reflect on 
the legacy of residential schools and honour the survivors 
and children who never got to go home. It is observed on 
September 30th each year because that is the day that 
many Indigenous children were forcibly removed from 
their families and communities. September 30th is now 

commemorated as a federal holiday called National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. It is a day 
to honour survivors, their families and their communities. 
 
Throughout the month of October, Student Council will work with JHPTV (our school 

broadcasting team) to develop meaningful moments of Truth and Reconciliation, creating 

informational segments and encouraging students to participate in challenges to help them 

further understand Indigenous perspectives.  

mailto:vicky.murray@ecsd.net


 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We are happy to share that we had an excellent Terry Fox outdoor Run. 
We are grateful for the strength of our school community in 
supporting of one of our greatest Canadian heroes, Terry Fox. Amount raised online is $900.00 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



J.H. Picard Junior High Girls Soccer Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We are excited to share that the Junior High Girls Soccer Team won the city championship 

Division 4. Congratulations to our athletes and the coaches: M. Bebe Kambou and Mrs Lisa 

Bowen!  

Read-In Week - October 4-8, 2021 
We are proud to continue to support the Read-In Week 
mission to build strong both personal and community 
relationships through literacy and the love of reading. 
This year’s theme is "To Each Their Own Story" 
We each have our own story. Our own favorite stories to 
read and our own stories to tell. 
Due to Covid-19 constraints, this week’s events will be 
virtual. Students will engage in various reading activities 

including listening to stories read by virtual guest readers from ECSD staff and the community. 
 
 



JH Picard Student Council 
The Senior High Student Council at JH Picard has over 35 students 

involved from grades 10 through to 12 this year. Our Junior High 

Student Council at JH Picard has over 30 students involved from 

grades 7 through to 9 this year. We are very excited to be planning 

dynamic activities for the school. Our mission statement, as a student council, is to create a 

united school community which is inclusive, engaging and organized. Our student council will 

be working on social justice and mental health-focused initiatives as well as traditional activity 

plans. We have been hard at work in our weekly meetings. High School students meet on 

Tuesdays, while Junior High students meet on Mondays. Mme. Saad is the lead teacher for both 

SH and JH Student Councils.  

This month, our student council will be focusing on planning our Halloween Carnival! We will be 

organizing games in which students can win prizes as well as a costume contest and a haunted 

house! We will be selling candy during the carnival as well. Senior High's carnival will be on 

October 29th in the morning, and Junior High's carnival will be on October 29th in the 

afternoon. This is our first large event since fall of 2019, so our Student Council is very excited. 

The haunted house is being created by our students and will feature student actors throughout. 

We hope that our students will love the carnival as much as we have loved planning it.  

On October 5th, Student Council also recognized World Teacher's Day. Junior High students 

wrote thank you post-its and placed them on their teacher's classroom doors. Senior High 

students wrote a giant thank you card to teachers.  

We are very proud of all the leadership work from Student Council.  

Halloween Activities 
Friday, October 29 will be full of Halloween fun for students at J.H. 

Picard. We are looking forward to classroom parties and grade level 

events to celebrate Halloween. Students and staff are welcome to 

dress up in their Halloween costumes all day long, keeping the 

following precautions in mind:  

• Face masks (COVID) must still be worn  

• Full face masks are not allowed  

• Replicated weapons are not allowed  

• Costumes must allow for sanitization and washing of hands – therefore no hand coverings i.e. 
gloves …  

• Students may not share candy with one another  

• Families are not able to send treat bags for the class  
Elementary teachers will communicate with the parents regarding the activities taking place in 
their class. We are looking forward to a day of Spooktacular fun for everyone! 



School Council/Fundraising Society 
The first School Council virtual meeting of the year will be held on 

Tuesday, October 5th at 6:00 PM 

All parents/guardians are welcome to join the meeting by clicking on the 

link below.  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://ualberta-ca.zoom.us/j/91936858088?pwd=UEdWRnZlWWROaUFCQ21Lc1hqVWxaZz09 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The J H Picard Parent Council Society raises funds to support the J H Picard School 

Council.  Funds raised through the society benefit the school and students in many ways - 

purchases of technology like Chromebooks or SmartBoards, playground maintenance and 

upgrades, books, field trips, special events, and French cultural activities.   

This fall, we are excited to hold an apple fundraiser with apples from Davison Orchards in 

Vernon, B.C.  

Orders may be placed and paid for by clicking on this link: 

https://form.jotform.com/212496814272257 

Orders are due by October 14; apples will be available for pick up from the school on October 

28 (direct from Davison Orchards). 

Thank you for supporting this important fundraiser for our school! 

Caregiver Series  

https://www.cyfcaregivereducation.ca/home 

AHS, in collaboration with The Mental Health Foundation, 

is proud to offer FREE online programming for parents 

and caregivers of children and youth. The aim is to 

increase awareness and reduce the stigma of mental 

health challenges that children and adolescents 

experience, provide parents and caregivers with evidence-based mental health information, 

and provide strategies that support mental wellness. Sessions are offered online through the 

Zoom conferencing application. A link to access the online session will be sent by email to those 

who have registered for the session. Click on the link below to access the Caregiver Education 

Team October Newsletter.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BoE7c0P7DPemCtTu1TBTY7S6W-KMP-s4/view 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fualberta-ca.zoom.us%2Fj%2F91936858088%3Fpwd%3DUEdWRnZlWWROaUFCQ21Lc1hqVWxaZz09&data=04%7C01%7Cguitta.kodershah%40ecsd.net%7C324483a7cff54b9a7b3e08d98773b696%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637689753331542614%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=SoAU1ILktl%2FXTQ0R8G2b9IHL1cwVDZM%2Bb6Vc8351DP8%3D&reserved=0
https://form.jotform.com/212496814272257
https://www.cyfcaregivereducation.ca/home
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BoE7c0P7DPemCtTu1TBTY7S6W-KMP-s4/view


 

September Field Trips 

Grade 12 Retreat 
The feedback received from the Grade 12 graduating class following the retreat was 

overwhelmingly positive. We had a fabulous day enjoying the beautiful river valley and 

strengthening friendships. The students were all smiles as the day’s activities culminated with a 

pizza supper upon returning to school.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 7 Field Trip to Strathcona Wilderness 
 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 

 



Gr. 10 Retreat 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October Messages from Chief Superintendent Robert Martin 

and Father Glenn McDonald 



 

 
LUMEN CHRISTI Catholic Education Centre 
9807-106 Street NW  |  Edmonton AB T5K 1C2  |  T: 780 441-6000  |  www.ecsd.net 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 2021                       God is good, all the time.   

All the time, God is good. 
 
A few years ago at our Father Michael “Catfish” Mireau Youth Faith Day, the presenter introduced our young 
people to the greeting and response above.  The premise is simple.  When someone says to you “ God is good, 
all the time,” your response is a confirmation that, “All the time, God is good.”  I found this to be a very 
powerful and uplifting statement of faith that has stayed with me.  At its heart, this couplet is an expression of 
gratitude for the amazing presence of God in our lives at all times.  Whether I share the exchange with others 
or I say it to myself, I know that I have so much to be grateful for because of the abundant love of our God! 
 
Every year, we ask our parents, students, and staff, for their opinions on many aspects of our schools and 
Division.  This is important because you help us to know what your experiences are so that we can provide an 
even better Catholic education for your children.  You will notice that you are being sent requests to 
participate in more surveys and/or focus groups moving forward.  Please take the time to fill surveys out and 
consider lending your voice to focus groups.  The voices of our parents and guardians are so important in our 
commitment to continuous growth. 
 
The Edmonton municipal election takes place on October 18.  Although there is no class for students, our staff 
will be participating in our annual Faith Development Day.  Growing together in faith is at the heart of our 
Division, and our staff will take the important opportunity to engage in liturgy and learning.  If you haven’t 
already had the opportunity, please take a few minutes and watch the video ECSD Staff Social Justice Project 
to take a look at how our staff began the 2021-22 school year through acts of service to the community. 
 
As we continue to ponder our theme for the year, God Calls Us Each By Name, I share this thought from our 
Holy Father:  “(The) Lord looks at each of us personally and asks: ‘Who am I – in fact – for you?’ This question, 
addressed to each of us, calls for more than a quick answer straight out of the catechism; it requires a vital, 
personal response.”(Pope Francis, 09/12/21) 
 
Have a blessed Thanksgiving, filled with gratitude for the abundance that our gracious God has shared with us! 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

https://youtu.be/8yt80HyUkWs


Rose Prince, Residential School Survivor and Future Saint
By Fr. Glenn McDonald, CSB

The sad truth of the Catholic Church’s participation in the
Residential School System has shaken the faith of many families and
teachers. As a chaplain with Edmonton Catholic Schools, people pull
me aside, tell me of their distress and ask, “How do we respond to
this? Where do we go from here?”

In times of turmoil such as these, God has often responded by
calling forth a new saint to heal and guide the Church towards greater
holiness. I would like to introduce you to someone whom I believe
will be Canada’s next saint.

Rose Prince (1915-1949) was the third of nine children of
Jean-Marie and Agathe Prince. She entered the Lejac Residential School near Fraser Lake, BC at
age seven with several of her siblings. Despite the terrible hardships she suffered, Rose Prince
became a model of humility, gentleness and prayer. When she was sixteen, her mother and two
youngest sisters died of influenza. Heartbroken, she decided to remain at the residential school to
care for other children. Mysteriously, God kept Rose Prince’s holiness a secret. She died on
August 19, 1949, at the age of 34, from tuberculosis.

Two years after her death, her body was discovered to be incorrupt — a traditional sign
of sanctity. In 1990, an annual pilgrimage to her grave, which is located on the former site of the
Lejac residential school, began.

I have no doubt in my mind that Rose Prince is a saint, but we must interpret her life
correctly before God will grant a miracle in her name and make her a formally recognized saint:
God made Rose Prince holy in spite of the Residential School System. God kept His holy Rose
hidden until the Church could see the tragic truth of her life and that of her people.

Scholar Emma Anderson writes, “The strong biblical overtones of Rose’s [life] prompts
us to recall the inversion that lies at the heart of the Christian message: the promise that...the last
shall be first.”1

The journey of truth and reconciliation is difficult and painful, but God has placed a saint
on our path. Rose Prince is ready to help us reconcile, if we are open to the truth of her life.

If you would like to receive a Rose Prince prayer card, feel free to contact me at:
glenn.mcdonald@ecsd.net.

1 Anderson, Emma. “Residential School Saint: The Life, Death, and Turbulent Afterlife of Rose Prince of the Carrier Nation.” Church History
89, no. 3 (2020): 592–632.
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