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Administrators’ Message 
 

We would like to welcome all our families to this new school year.  To all our new families, we would like to extend 

a warm welcome and thank you for picking Mary Hanley as the place for your child to grow and learn.  Our 

community is a wonderful place, and like our Charism states, it truly is a “A Place of Joy.”   

 

We are excited to have all our students back in person.  Having our community all learning together makes our 

school a more vibrant and Christ filled environment.  The joy and happiness that our students bring each day, 

invigorates our staff to do their best.   

 

As we progress through this first month of school we will look to continue building and developing policy and 

procedures to ensure the health and safety of both students and staff.  Please remember to support the health and 

safety of all by following and abiding by these procedures.  If you have not done so already, please take time to read 

the Division’s Re-Entry Plan and all information provided by Alberta Health Services.  Each morning please 

remember to complete the Covid-19 Checklist provided to all families to ensure that your child is healthy enough to 

participate in school.  If they are not, it is advisable to complete the AHS self-assessment and follow the instructions 

provided.  It is very important that all families abide by the legal requirements to isolate if their child presents 

certain symptoms.  We all need to ensure our community stays healthy and safe.   

 

Our school wide theme for the year is “God Calls Each of Us by Name”.  The inspiration or this theme comes from 

Jeremiah 29:11 “I know he plans I have for you, says the Lord,… plans to give you a future with hope.”  Let us 

remember that each of us belongs to God, who loves us and guides us.  Our theme book for the year is “The Power 

of One” by Trudy Ludwig, which follows along with our theme for the year.   

 

We would like to thank all our students and parents for following the guidelines and instructions outlined in our Re-

Entry Plan.  Students are at the centre of what we do, they guide our work and our practices.  We work in an 

outstanding community and look to have a happy, safe and productive year with your children.  Thank you for the 

support you have given us and the understanding during these unprecedented times.   

 

 

Mr. D. Robinson     Mrs. D. Fransen 

Principal     Assistant Principal 

 

 

School Fees  
All school fees will be posted to your Parent PowerSchool account by next week.  Please check 

back starting September 15, 2021, as all fees are to be posted by this time.  Please begin paying 

your fees once they are posted.  Fees can only be paid online by credit card or debit card.  We 

cannot except cash or cheques this year.  For more detailed information regarding school fees 

please visit:  www.maryhanley.ecsd.net 
 

http://www.maryhanley.ecsd.net/


Bus Pass Money 
Bus pass money is due before the 5th of every month.  Bus passes are $36.75.  If you 
qualify for the family plan, bus passes are $32.00.  If payment is not received by this 
time your child may not be able to take the bus. 
 
If your child is not going to be taking the bus home from school on any day, please 
contact the office so we know.  Attendance is taken on the bus everyday so we 
need to know if a student will be absent from the bus.   

 
Online Payment Instructions: 

1. Log in to PowerSchool at:  https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/ 
2. Select “School Fee” from the Navigation Menu and then click on to connect to the Student Quick Pay 

website. 
3. Select the Student’s tab to view itemized fee details 
4. Click to Add specific items to the Cart or choose to Add All at once. 
5. Once selected, Vicw Cart or proceed to Checkout. 
6. Ente the credit/debit card information and Submit. 

 
Yellow Bus 

Children who are registered to use ECS bussing receive the Guide to Using Charter 
(Yellow) Bus Service, which provides detailed information regarding all aspects of 
Edmonton Catholic Schools’ student transportation services. Parents are asked to 
carefully review and discuss this information with their children. It is important that 
children clearly understand the Safety Rules and Procedures for riding the bus, such as 
what stop to get off at; what to do if the bus doesn’t come; how to behave near the 

danger zone. Please see Student Transportation: A Guide to Using Charter (Yellow) Bus Service.  

Yellow bus service is available for students living within our boundary area and outside of the 2 km “walk zone”. 
The Edmonton Transit System is available for other students. For consistency, eligibility is determined using 
distances calculated through Google Maps.  

Payments for bus passes may be made through PowerSchool. Families are encouraged to purchase an annual bus 
pass so that bus passes are always issued in a timely fashion.  

Students without a bus pass will not be permitted on the school bus. If your child usually rides the yellow school 
bus and will not be riding the bus home on a particular day, please inform the school.  

Due to pandemic protocols, all students, from kindergarten to grade six, are required to wear masks while on 
school busses until further notice.  

There will be an increased frequency of cleaning and disinfection of high-touch surfaces, such as door handles, 
window areas, rails, steering wheel, mobile devices, and GPS prior to each run.  

Please note:  

• Students who live in the same household will be seated together.  

• The bus companies will determine seating arrangements on busses and will provide this information to 
schools.  

• When busses arrive, students seated at the front of the bus will unload first.  

https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/


• If a child becomes symptomatic during the bus trip, the driver will contact the school to make the 
appropriate arrangements for a parent to pick up the child/student at the school.  

• Families are encouraged to make alternate arrangements for transportation should they not feel 
comfortable with their children on yellow buses or transit.  

• The Edmonton Transit System allows the holder of an ETS bus pass to utilize Edmonton Transit any time 
throughout the week, including weekends.  

SCHOOL START-UP – SEPTEMBER 2021  
The following safety measures are in place for all Edmonton Catholic Schools yellow bus routes: 
Code RED – All carriers have agreed to implement a code red system that requires dispatch to answer a Code RED 
call from a bus driver as a priority. Code RED is defined as, “any time a situation arises and a driver’s ability to 
safely drive is compromised.”  

Oversize Items – Oversize items on a school bus can become a safety hazard if the bus has to stop suddenly or is 
involved in a collision. To ensure student safety, the division has implemented the following guidelines:  

Maximum size limit for large items: 13” wide x 13” deep x 30” high or 33cm wide x 33cm deep x 76cm high. 
Guidelines:  

1. The item must be in a backpack, closed bag or carrying case.  
2. The item must fit on the child’s lap or between their legs on the floor of the school bus.  
3. Items placed on the floor must not extend past the child’s chest area.  
4. Items cannot block aisles or emergency exits.  

Notices – Information on oversize items is on large easy-to-read stickers that are clearly displayed on yellow school 
buses. Bus drivers will also retain a copy of these guidelines on the bus and the information has been posted on 
the divison website.  

Drivers have been instructed that they cannot refuse transportation to a child even if the child shows up at the bus 
stop with an oversize item that exceeds the maximum limits. In this situation, drivers will stow the item as safely as 
possible. Once the bus arrives at the school, the driver will advise the school supervisor that the student has an 
oversize item and remind the school that the driver will not allow the oversize item back on the bus. The school 
must make arrangements with parents to transport the oversize item.  

Driver Expectations – Edmonton Catholic Schools’ transportation staff attended orientation sessions for yellow bus 
drivers where they presented information on these new guidelines as well as outlined driver expectations. Driver 
expectations include:  

 Develop seating plans and assign students to specific seats. 

 Follow the route as designed - no courtesy stops. 

 Complete child check to ensure that children are not left sleeping on the bus, and 

 A reminder that Kindergarten and Grade 1 students are to be met at their stop by a parent or guardian.  

Camera Surveillance Equipment  
Bus passes can only be purchased online through PowerSchool. Bus passes will not be issued to students unless 
payment has been received. /Guardians will be notified that they will need to find alternate transportation for 
their child.  



Bus schedules will NO LONGER BE POSTED on the Edmonton Catholic Schools website. Bus schedules will now only 
be available on PowerSchool. Therefore, it is imperative that all families set up and have access to their 
PowerSchool account.  

In collaboration with Edmonton Transit, the Edmonton Catholic School Division has enhanced the options available 
to yellow bus pass users. Students who possess a yellow bus pass will be allowed six rides per month on Edmonton 
Transit System throughout the week, including weekends, up to 8:00 pm. Students will have their yellow pass 
punched by an ETS operator and will obtain a transfer pass before boarding the bus or LRT.  

Students are reminded to take good care of their bus passes, particularly since they are charged the full 
replacement cost if they lose them. For ETS bus passes, replacement passes are $75.00. Replacement costs for 
yellow bus passes are $5.00.  

Meet the Staff Evening 
Thursday, September 23rd will be out meet the Staff Evening.  It will be an online, digital format.  More information 
will follow about this event.    

 
School Office Hours: 

Office hours will be 8:00AM – 3:30 PM (MTWF) and 8:00 AM – 1:00 PM (Th).  During 
these times someone will be available to take your calls.  A reminder that all students 
should be dropped off and picked up at their designated doors.   
 
If a child is late please come to the front door.  Remember that only students are allowed 
in the school at this time, so parents please help them in the door and then only the child 
can enter the school.   

 

Hours of Operation 2021-22 
Grades 1-6 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday   8:10 am—2:40 pm 
 Thursday      8:10 am—12:07 pm 
 Recess        10:10 am – 10:25 am  
 Lunch       11:40 am – 12:00 pm 
 Lunch Recess      12:00 pm – 12:20 pm 
Kindergarten 

Monday to Friday      8:10 am—11:10 am (morning classes) 
        11:40 am—2:40 pm (afternoon classes) 

 
Designated Entrances / Exits 
All grades have been assigned a designated entrance/exit that they are required to use 
to enter and exit the building. Students are discouraged from using the front door due to 
the traffic that results, and it is just not possible to accommodate close to 400 students 
to use the front door as an entrance at the start of the day or as an exit at the end of the 
day. We are asking parents to support their child(ren) in following this procedure by 
having a meeting point outside the front of the school whereby students exit through 
their own door and then meet their parents at the designated meeting point. If a student 
has a younger sibling to pick up at the end of the day, they may meet their younger 
sibling outside their door.  
 
In order to maintain the safety of our students, all exterior doors are locked at all times. Although the front door is 
not normally a student entrance/exit, students who are late for school are asked to enter through the front door 



and stop at the office to get a late slip. Like all school entrances/exits, the front entrance of the school is also 
locked at all times; therefore, students and guests must ring the doorbell in order to gain entry.  

 
Absences 
All absences need to be phoned into the school.  Please do so before 8:45 am or 12:30 pm.  All absences (online or 
in person) must be reported to the office, 780-461-2551.   
 

Safety Around the School 
Students should not be dropped off at school before 7:55 am.  Supervision does not start 

until 7:55 am and any students dropped off before this time will not have access to the 

school or be supervised.   
 
The Parking Lot is for Teacher use only!  This is to help protect the safety of our students.  
Parents are not allowed to drop off or pick up students in the school parking lot.  Also, 
please do not park in the Bus Loading zone which is located to the south of the school.  
We have 5 large buses that take up a lot of space and we need all of the space provided in 

the bus loading zone.  Please read and obey these signs. 
 
The crosswalk is to be used by students when crossing the street.  Dropping students off in the cross walk is illegal 
and can bring a fine.  Please ensure that you are obeying all signs around the school and are not doing U-turns.  
Always choose safety over convenience. 
 

AMA Patrollers 
Over the past year we were unable to train and have our Grade 6 students 
as AMA patrollers.  We are pleased to announce that very soon they will 
receive their training and once again we will have patrollers helping our 
families cross the street and through the parking lot area.   
 
Our new and eager grade six crew of AMA safety patrollers will soon be 
ready to go! Our patrollers use the point, pause, and proceed technique. 
This technique models what every pedestrian should do when crossing the street and is a much simpler procedure 
for school patrollers.  
 
The primary role of AMA School Safety Patrollers is to assist younger students to cross the street — not to direct 
traffic. Patrollers will extend their arm to indicate pedestrians want to cross the street and will only extend their 
stop sign when it is safe to cross their fellow classmates.  It would be greatly appreciated if parents could assist our 
patrollers in the following ways:  

• Our pylons are to assist in marking our No Parking Zones.  

• Please do not park in the No Parking Zones in front of the school. Even if you are only dropping your child 
off, it makes it extremely difficult for the patrollers or supervisors to effectively watch for oncoming traffic 
when there are vehicles in these areas.  

• Please exercise extreme caution when approaching the front of the school.  

• Please be a model for your children and use the crosswalk to safely cross the street. Jaywalking, especially 
in between parked cars, is extremely dangerous and not a habit that we want to instill in our children.  
 

Thank you for your cooperation. Let’s make this a safe and successful year for our children!  
 
Slow Down in School Zones:  Motorists are required to drive 30 km/h or less between 7:30 am and 9:30 pm in 
school zones.  Please follow this law in order to keep our community safe. 
 

 



No Dogs on School Property 
As per the City of Edmonton Bylaw, dogs are not allowed on school property and failure to 
follow the bylaw can result in a fine.  We also have several students and staff that are 
uncomfortable around dogs.  Please keep your pets at home, or off school property, when 
bringing your child to school.  We need to think of the safety of all our students and make sure 
that all our community is comfortable when on the school grounds.   

 

Punctuality 
We encourage all parents to regularly review with their children the importance of 
punctuality.  The courtesy of being on time respects the rights of others and is a basic 
life skill for all future activities, be they academic, recreational or work related.  
Students arriving after 8:10 am or 12:20 pm are to check in with the office before going 
to their homeroom. 
  

Early Departure 
Please ensure that anytime you are picking up your child from the school prior to regular dismissal times, you must 
come into the office and sign him/her out.  Your child will meet you in the front office.  We appreciate your 
cooperation in this manner.  This is also very important if your child takes the school bus so that we know that your 
child will not be getting on the bus at the end of the day. 

  
Conflict Management District Policy 
The staff at Mary Hanley School believes that open and cooperative communication is most important in order to 
maintain a positive learning environment for our students.  Please feel welcome to contact us at any time to 
discuss any concerns or questions you might have.  In keeping with Division Policy, we ask that any concerns be 
first addressed directly with those persons with whom you have the concern before taking it elsewhere.  This is 
based on the principle of “first contact”, as is stated in Division Policy 132.  For further information regarding this 
policy and matters related to it please refer to our Division’s website at www.ecsd.net. 

  
Assessment and Reporting 

This year, we will once again concentrate on increased ongoing assessment as 

well as an emphasis on communicating and understanding key learner 

outcomes and the criteria for success to support next steps in learning. 

Demonstration of Learning will take place in December and March, and 

discussion will focus on student achievement with evidence of learning from 

work completed to that point. Information regarding the format for Demonstration of Learning will be sent home in 

November.  

Teachers enter marks and comments for each assessment directly into the PowerSchool gradebook. For parents, 
this is like having access to their child’s progress report at any point in time. Teachers will follow up via email with 
parents who do not attend Demonstration of Learning, as this communication is very important for student 
success.  

Demonstration of Learning for this school year are scheduled for:  

• Demonstration of Learning: December 2, 2021 

• Demonstration of Learning: March 17, 2022 
• Printed reports available to parents at 12:00 pm on June 28, 2022  

If you wish to discuss your child’s progress or marks, please feel free to call or email your child’s homeroom 
teacher.  



Information on their child’s progress is available online to parents/guardians via the PowerSchool parent portal. 
Parents who are new to ECSD have been provided with their own PowerSchool account login information which 
will allow them to view their child’s progress online. PowerSchool not only gives parents access to their child’s 
progress, but also access to other school and classroom information. PowerSchool accounts remain in effect from 
year to year, so parents only need to create an account once.  

As always, if you have any questions or require any additional information, please contact the school office and we 
will be happy to assist you.  

Dispensing Student Medication / Medical Alerts / Epi-Pens 
Upon occasion, parents request that staff members administer medication to students who 
are not sufficiently mature or reliable enough to care for their own needs. In order to 
administer medication to a student, we require a “Request for Administration of 
Medication/Medical Treatment Form” be completed and on file in the office. A copy of this 
form may be obtained from the school office. It is the parent’s responsibility to keep us 
informed of medical conditions and to provide correct information regarding treatment and 
emergency contact information.  Staff members administering medications will be required to 

maintain hand hygiene and to wear Personal Protective Equipment, including gloves.  

EpiPens – Capital Health recommends that children who have severe allergies and require an EpiPen carry these 
EpiPens with them at all times. All children needing an EpiPen will need to carry it with them in a “fanny pack”. 
Doing this will ensure that should a severe allergic reaction take place in any area (classroom/park/field/bus), there 
would be no time wasted trying to locate the EpiPen.  

Resources for Parents 
Students, parents and teachers can find a variety of resources in the Alberta Government’s online Back to School 
Toolkit to help with preparing for the new school year:  
http://education.alberta.ca/resources/backtoschool/parents.aspx  
 
The Toolkit provides an overview of what’s new in Alberta’s Kindergarten to Grade 12 education system and 
provides many helpful tips for parents. In addition, My Child’s Learning provided by Alberta Education, give 
parents an in-depth look at the subjects and programs available from kindergarten to senior high school. Click on 
the “Customize My Printout” button to access information about Catholic education. 
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mychildslearning/customize.html  
 

Vacations and Extended Absences 
Even though tools such as Google classrooms are useful in terms of staying 
connected with the classroom, they are not substitutes for face-to-face 
learning and participation in learning activities. Consequently, we recommend 
that families avoid booking vacation time during the school year. This is 
especially important for students in grades six, where students write provincial 
achievement tests. Frequent absences may impact their academic performance at school.  
 
If booking vacation time at natural breaks in the school year is not possible, or if a student must be away for truly 
important events or family emergencies, then parents are asked to contact the teacher to find out what general 
topics of study will be examined while the student is away. The student will be expected to read applicable 
textbook chapters and monitor work and material being posted to Google Classrooms, with the understanding that 
the student will likely have work to make up when he or she returns to school. It is the responsibility of the student 
to see each of his or her teachers to find out what work was missed during an absence and to complete all missed 
work, assignments and/or exams.  
 

http://education.alberta.ca/resources/backtoschool/parents.aspx
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mychildslearning/customize.html


Teachers will not program for students who will be absent for extended periods of time.  
 
It is the responsibility of the student to see each of his or her teachers to find out what work was missed during an 
absence and to complete all missed work, assignments and/or exams.  
 
Note: Teachers and administration will follow up with the families of students who are habitually late or 
chronically absent. Inconsistent attendance may be reported to the Attendance Board.  
 

Safety Drill Practices 
We will be practicing our evacuation drills in the fall and spring. We will practice 

lockdown and other emergency procedures all year. These valuable exercises are required 

so that the staff and students are aware of what the procedures are should one of these 

events occur. Both planned and surprise events will occur for all of these practices. In all 

cases, administration will make an announcement following the practice in order to 

provide students and staff with feedback. Our first evacuation drill will be held on 

Thursday, September 16 (weather permitting) and our first lock down practice will be held 

on Thursday, September 9 (weather permitting).  
 

School Emergencies 
In the Edmonton Catholic School Division, the safety of our students is always our first 
priority and students are well supervised when they are on school property. When 
situations occur that warrant emergency procedures to ensure the safety of all 
students, we will provide parents with accurate and up to date information. One way 
to keep parents informed about an emergency and the safety procedures that have 
been put into place is by posting the information on the school website. Information 
will be posted and updated as required when a school is experiencing an emergency. If 
there is an emergency situation at the school where your child(ren) attend, check the 
school website to stay informed and receive timely information. We also need to keep phone lines available at the 
school during an emergency, so we ask that you do not call the school. This will enable staff at the school to keep 
in touch with emergency providers and division personnel. Thank you for your support and help in ensuring our 
students remain safe.  
 

Illness 
Normally, children who are too ill to go outside for recess are too ill to be at school. This is 
particularly true in cases of severe colds, infections and headaches.  With severe colds, children 
are unable to function well at school.  In addition, they provide a source of infection for other 
children, especially those with weakened immune systems,  and would recuperate faster if kept 
at home.  Once again, parents are asked to ensure their child’s teacher is made aware of any 
unique medical situations.   

  

Change of Information 
Please inform the office of any changes in regards to your child’s information.  It is very important that school files 
be kept up to date regarding changes of addresses, phone numbers, parent’s place of work, work numbers and 
email addresses in order that you may be contacted quickly in the event of an accident or emergency.  Newsletters 
will also be sent out electronically this year so a current email address is essential. 

  

Updated Documents 
Documents to be updated will be sent home in September via an email from the school district.  It will all be done 
electronically.  This new procedure is replacing the “Turn-Around-Document” that was sent home as a paper copy 
in previous years.  These new electronic forms need to be completed by September 30th.  We ask that you check 
them over carefully and make changes to areas that need to be changed.  We will have a computer available in the 



school to complete the forms if you do not have a computer at home.  It is vital that you supply us with updated 
email addresses and phone numbers so that we make be in contact with you to share information but, more 
importantly, to be able to contact you in case of an emergency.   
  

Swift K12  
An automated phoning system called SWIFTK12 is being used by Edmonton Catholic Schools 
to report student absences or lates. The system will call out twice (after 9:00 am and 1:00 
pm). If your child is not present at registration and no parent phone has all been received 
excusing the child, SWIFTK12 will call parents. Please make sure we have updated phone 
numbers for all parents/guardians. If you receive a call, please follow the prompts given to 
acknowledge the call. If you hang up the phone without acknowledging the phone call or do 
not follow the prompt the system will continue to phone you.   
 
Please provide us with an email address that you check often.  Email communication, though at times can be 
burdensome, is the fastest and most efficient way for the school and Division to communicate with our families.  
We will try to limit the amount of communication, but at times we will need to send several emails in one week.  
Please not only check these emails, but read through them and their attachments, as many times there is time 
sensitive and very important information being sent through email.   
  

Parent PowerSchool 
Many parents have created their own PowerSchool account. It can be used to track 
attendance, marks and now make on-line payments (school fees, bus passes, field trips). 
Several parents appreciated the payment option to pay school fees. Please set up an account if 
you do not already have one. PowerSchool for parents is a quick and easy way to be informed 
and receive electronic report cards as well. Reporting and Assessment will change this year; 
having your PowerSchool Account activated will allow you to see your child’s assessments on a 

real-time basis.  We need the first few months to get the new program up and running.   

 

Milk Program and Hot Lunch Program 
The Milk Program and the Hot Lunch Program will be suspended until at least the end of September.  These 
programs will be re-evaluated as the school year progresses and the Division re-evaluates the Return to School 
Plan. 
 

Legal Custody Agreements 
For the protection of your child/ children with special custody agreements, we must have legal documentation on 
file in the office. 

  

Parents / Volunteers in School 
For the safety of our students, the doors to the school remain locked during the school 
day. In keeping with our Division Occupational Health and Safety requirements, all visitors 
and volunteers must report to the office, review the safety guidelines for the school, sign 
in, and receive a visitor’s badge. Everyone must sign out in the office as well.  
 
At this time, we are strictly limiting visitors to the school. All ECSD staff and those who 
offer professional services, such as student teachers or psychologists, will continue to have 
access to our school. Members of our parishes and guest presenters/experts will also be 

welcome in our school. Additional visitors, such as volunteers, will not be permitted at this time. Parents are 
encouraged to make phone or online appointments with school staff rather than visiting in person. All visitors to 
the school must follow our required safety protocols:  
 



• Use self-screening tool before entering the building (if a visitor answers YES to any questions, he or she 
will not be permitted to enter)  

• Wear a mask  

• Use hand sanitizer  

• Report to the office  

• Sign the visitor log  

• Wear a visitor tag or School Division ID.  
 

This helps us to maintain a safe and secure environment for our students. Students are asked to report the 
presence of strangers to the principal or staff. If you are coming to see a teacher, please contact the teacher to 
arrange a convenient time for you to meet rather than simply dropping by the school.  
 
Once division restrictions are lifted, then we will once again gladly welcome volunteers into our school and the 
following will be in place:  

• All volunteers shall be required to complete a “Volunteer Registration Form” annually and prior to 
commencing any volunteer activities in the school.  

• All volunteers who are to be assisting with school activities on any given day shall register at the school 
office at the beginning of each day. School staff shall be instructed that a volunteer register or log shall be 
kept and made available to the school principal at all times. The volunteer register shall contain legible 
names of the volunteers and their expected location or classroom assignment during the course of their 
duties during the day.  

• While engaged in volunteer activities, all volunteers shall wear appropriate identification. 
 
Note: Any parents or community members who are supervising children in situations where a staff member is not 
present, such as coaching a sports team, must have a criminal record check and a child welfare check on file with 
the school. Police Information Checks and/or Intervention Record Checks may also be required at the sole 
discretion of the Principal, the Assistant Superintendent, District Operations and Information and Infrastructure 
Technology Services, School Operations Services and/or the Superintendent in any circumstances where it is 
deemed appropriate.  

 

Food at School 
In keeping with ECSD Re-Entry Protocols and provincial guidelines, for the time being, there is no sharing of food. 
Unfortunately, this means that families will not be able to send treats or food for birthdays or special occasions 
until further notice. We recognize that these are difficult measures, but they are necessary in order to keep 
everyone safe. Thank you for your understanding.  
 

Allergies (Peanut, Nuts, Sesame)  
We can never guarantee that we are a nut / seed free environment, but we can try to educate 

and protect our community to the best of our ability.  We have a number of students with 

life-threatening allergies to peanuts, nut or sesame products at our school. In some cases, 

these allergies are so severe that just a trace of or even the smell of peanuts or nut products 

can send the child into anaphylactic shock. If this happens, the child’s throat tightens and 

swells and he or she may stop breathing. This type of severe allergic reaction can be fatal. 

The following website has a great deal of helpful information regarding anaphylaxis:  

http://www.anaphylaxis.org.  

We strive to keep each of our students safe during the school day. Even though your child may not be in the same 
class as one of our severely allergic children, there is still the possibility of cross-contamination. If, for example, a 
child has a peanut butter sandwich for lunch, then uses Chromebook after lunch, he or she might unknowingly 
leave trace amounts of peanut butter on the keyboard. If a severely allergic child used the keyboard during the 
next class, he or she could have a severe allergic reaction. Although we cannot absolutely guarantee that students 

http://www.anaphylaxis.org./


will not come into contact with nut products, we do wish to limit the chances of such an occurrence. Please help 
us by checking the labels, packages and ingredients of all foods your children bring to school. Please don’t let 
your child bring any foods to school that contain even a trace amount of peanuts, nuts or sesame.  

We truly appreciate your cooperation and help in this important matter.  

Lunch 

Parents are asked to make sure to send lunch with students in the mornings. Due to the large number 

of students at our school, and the volume of lunches that could be dropped off on any given day, we 

ask that parents refrain from dropping off lunches for their children. This takes staff members away 

from their regular office duties. We do not disturb classes for lunch deliveries, and we do not have 

staff available to ensure that lunches are delivered to students.  We will also not accept food drop 

off from food delivery companies.   
 

Please also ensure that your child has the appropriate cutlery included with their lunch as we do not have cutlery 
to distribute to students. Students also do not have access to microwaves.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

 

Property Taxes 
All property owners are encouraged to examine their Tax Notice to ensure that their support is assigned to 

Edmonton Catholic Schools.  If you own a business or are in a business partnership, please check to see that your 

taxes are being allocated to our Division (partial allocations can also be designated).  If there is an error, please 

contact City Hall at 780-496-5090. 
  

Opening Celebration 
Our Opening Celebration will occur on, September 10th, at 9:00 am. We will have our first celebration as a virtual 
celebration.  We will re-evaluate this procedure once the Division releases its new Back to School Plan at the end 
of September.  This will be an event for students and staff only this year.  This will be the time for our school 
to gather together for the first time as a community for the new school year.   
  

Terry Fox Run 
We will be having our annual Terry Fox Run on Friday, September 24th.  Our students 
will head out to run and remember the legacy of Terry Fox.  This is a wonderful day for 
students to learn about this wonderful Canadian hero, exercise, have fun and raise 
money for a wonderful cause.  Last year we raised over $400 and we would like to 
exceed that number this year.  More information will come out in the near future.   

  

Orange Shirt Day 
This great event will be happening on Wednesday, September 29th.   This 
is to show that every child matters and is a part of a campaign 
to honour and bring awareness to the experiences of residential school 
students. 
 

Truth and Reconciliation Day 
In honour of Truth and Reconciliation Day, there will be no School for 
students or staff on Thursday, September 30th.   
  

Cell Phones / Electronic Devices 
If parents need to contact their children during the school day, please call the office at 780-461-2551.  Ideally, 
student cell phones should be left at home.  If your child needs to bring a cell phone to school, it should be left in 
their backpack throughout the day and not on their person.  If a student is using their cell phone during the day, it 



will be confiscated for the day and returned at the end of the day.  Repeated infractions will result in phone calls 
home and further consequences.  The school assumes no responsibility for lost, damaged or stolen devices.  
Students are not allowed to take pictures or videos of each other on their personal devices at any time.  Students 
are not allowed to text or make phone calls from their personal devices during the school day.   

  

Items of Value 
Students should not be bringing personal items of value to school.  This includes toys, games and electronics (to 
only name a few).  If students bring these items to school, they do so at their own risk and the school is not 
responsible if they are lost or damaged.   
 

School Council 
The School Council is a collective association of parents, teachers, principal, staff and 

community representative(s) whose purpose is to advise the principal and the board respecting 

matters relating to the school. It is a means for parents and community members to work 

together with the school to support and enhance student learning.  
The primary role of school council members is to work together with school personnel to 
create a strong learning environment, within the context of our Catholic identity, for all 
students enrolled in the school. School council members typically advise the principal on 

areas such as school planning, budgeting, school fees, communications, community relations, programming, and 
the School Plan for Continuous Growth.  
 
Parents who would like to be more involved in their child’s education are invited to attend the School Council 
meetings.  
 
The first School Council meeting of the year will be held on October 6th at 6:30 PM. We kindly ask 
parents who would like to attend this meeting to pre-register by emailing the principal at 8060web@ecsd.net so 
we know how many people to accommodate. We will determine if it will be in person or online as we get closer to 
the date.   
 

School Council Bottle Drive 
Our School Council has already been busy planning was to support our school.  
They will host a Bottle Drive on Saturday, September 25th.  Please start saving 
up your empties and bring them to this event.  This is a worthwhile project and 
we would appreciate the support of our community.  More information will 
follow soon.   
 

School Photo Day  
Our individual photographs will be taken on:    October 15th, 2021 
 
More details will be coming your way. There will be no group class photos this year, just 
individual portraits. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:8060web@ecsd.net


Important Dates 
 

September  
 

September 10 Opening Celebration (Staff and Students only) 

September 20 Federal Election (School Gym Used) 

September 23 Meet the Staff Evening 

September 24 Terry Fox Run  

September 25 SAC Bottle Drive 

September 29 Orange Shirt Day  

September 30 No School – Truth and Reconciliation Day 
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COVID-19 INFORMATION 

COVID-19 ALBERTA HEALTH DAILY CHECKLIST 

(FOR ADULTS 18 YEARS AND OLDER) 
 

 

Overview 

This tool was developed to support Albertans in protecting others and reducing the risk of transmission of 
COVID-19. Adults 18 years and older can complete this checklist every day to self-monitor for symptoms of 
COVID-19. 

If you have traveled outside Canada in the last 14 days, follow the Government of Canada Travel, Testing, 
Quarantine and Borders instructions, including any requirements for exempt travelers related to attending high-
risk environments. 

Screening Questions for Adults 18 Years and Older:  

1. Do you have any new onset (or worsening) of the following symptoms: 

 Fever YES NO 

 Cough YES NO 

 Shortness of breath YES NO 

 Runny nose YES NO 

 Sore throat YES NO 

 Chills YES NO 

 Painful swallowing YES NO 

 Nasal congestion YES NO 

 Feeling unwell / fatigued YES NO 

 Nausea / vomiting / diarrhea YES NO 

 Unexplained loss of appetite YES NO 

 Loss of sense of taste or smell YES NO 

 Muscle / joint aches YES NO 

 Headache YES NO 

 Conjunctivitis (commonly known as pink eye) YES NO 
If you answered “YES” to any symptom: 
 Stay home.  

 Use the AHS Online Assessment Tool or call Health Link 811 to arrange for testing and to receive additional 
information on isolation.  

 Individuals with fever, cough, shortness of breath, runny nose, sore throat or loss of sense of taste or smell 
are required to isolate for 10 days as per CMOH Order 39-2021 OR receive a negative COVID-19 test and 
feel better before returning to activities.  

 

If you answered “NO”: 
 You may attend work, school, and/or other activities. 

 

 
  

https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid
https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Journey/COVID-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/cmoh-order-39-2021
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COVID-19 INFORMATION 

COVID-19 ALBERTA HEALTH DAILY CHECKLIST 

(FOR CHILDREN UNDER 18) 
 

 

Overview 

This checklist applies for all children, as well as all students who attend kindergarten through Grade 12, including high 
school students over 18. Children should be screened every day by completing this checklist before going to school, 
childcare or other activities. Children may need a parent or guardian to assist them to complete this screening tool.  

If your child has traveled outside Canada in the last 14 days, follow the Government of Canada Travel, Testing, 
Quarantine and Borders instructions, including any requirements for exempt travelers related to attending high-risk 
environments. 

Screening Questions for Children under 18: 

1.  Does the child have any new onset (or worsening) of the following core symptoms: 

Fever 
Temperature of 38 degrees Celsius or higher 

YES NO 

Cough 
Continuous, more than usual, not related to other known causes or conditions such as 
asthma 

YES NO 

Shortness of breath 
Continuous, unable to breathe deeply, not related to other known causes or conditions 
such as asthma 

YES NO 

Loss of sense of smell or taste 
Not related to other known causes or conditions like allergies or neurological disorders 

YES NO 

If the child answered “YES” to any symptom in question 1: 
 The child is required to isolate for 10 days from onset of symptoms as per CMOH Order 39-2021 OR receive 

a negative COVID-19 test and feel better before returning to activities 

 Use the AHS Online Assessment Tool or call Health Link 811 to arrange for testing and to receive additional 

information on isolation.  
 
If the child answered “NO” to all of the symptoms in question 1, proceed to question 2. 
 

  

https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid
https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/cmoh-order-39-2021
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Journey/COVID-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
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2. Does the child have any new onset (or worsening) of the following other symptoms: 

Chills 

Without fever, not related to being outside in cold weather 
YES NO 

Sore throat/painful swallowing 
Not related to other known causes/conditions, such as seasonal allergies or reflux 

YES NO 

Runny nose/congestion 
Not related to other known causes/conditions, such as seasonal allergies or being outside in 
cold weather 

YES NO 

Feeling unwell/fatigued 
Lack of energy, poor feeding in infants, not related to other known causes or conditions, 
such as depression, insomnia, thyroid dysfunction or sudden injury 

YES NO 

Nausea, vomiting and/or diarrhea 
Not related to other known causes/conditions, such as anxiety, medication or irritable bowel 
syndrome 

YES NO 

Unexplained loss of appetite 
Not related to other known causes/conditions, such as anxiety or medication 

YES NO 

Muscle/joint aches 
Not related to other known causes/conditions, such as arthritis or injury 

YES NO 

Headache 
Not related to other known causes/conditions, such as tension-type headaches or chronic 
migraines 

YES NO 

Conjunctivitis (commonly known as pink eye) YES NO 

If the child answered “YES” to ONE symptom in question 2: 
 Keep your child home and monitor for 24 hours. 

 If their symptom is improving after 24 hours, they can return to school and activities when they feel well 
enough to go. Testing is not necessary.  

 If the symptom does not improve or worsens after 24 hours (or if additional symptoms emerge), use the 
AHS Online Assessment Tool or call Health Link 811 to check if testing is recommended. 

 
If the child answered “YES” to TWO OR MORE symptoms in question 2: 
 Keep your child home. 

 Use the AHS Online Assessment Tool or call Health Link 811 to determine if testing is recommended. 

 Your child can return to school and activities once their symptoms go away as long as it has been at least 24 
hours since their symptoms started. 

 
If the child answered “NO” to all questions: 
 Your child may attend school, childcare and/or other activities.  

 

 
 
Please note: If your child is experiencing any symptoms from the lists above, do not bring them to visit a continuing 
care or acute care facility for 10 days from when symptoms started or until symptoms resolve (whichever is longer), 
unless they receive a negative COVID-19 test result and feel better. 
 
 
 

  
 

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Journey/COVID-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Journey/COVID-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
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“I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord… plans to give you a future with hope.” 
Jeremiah 29:11 

 
September 2021 
 
Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year! Our theme for this year is “God calls us each by name” and is guided 
by scripture from Jeremiah. At its root, our theme is a message of hope. Catholic education is entirely about 
building a future with hope. When we serve the children of Edmonton Catholic Schools, our goal is to instill in 
them a sense of wonder in themselves as children of God so that they see themselves as members and 
builders of his Kingdom. There is nothing more hopeful than this. 
 
We are filled with a renewed sense of hope as we return to school this year. We have created a Back to 
School Plan that is designed to support our schools in reducing the risk of transmission of illness and 
maintaining safe and healthy environments for our students and staff. Some procedures we introduced in our 
schools last year will continue because we know they are good practices in minimizing the transmission of 
respiratory infections, including COVID-19, influenza, and common colds. Many activities are returning to our 
schools this year, including local and provincial field trips, athletics and extracurricular activities, all fine arts 
and options classes, assemblies and special events, and graduation and school farewell activities. 
 
At the beginning of September, teachers will be focusing on welcoming students back to their school 
communities, whether in-person or online. As part of getting to know students as individual learners, teachers 
in K - 6 will be screening students in numeracy and literacy. They will determine student knowledge and skill 
based on previous curricula and target instruction for any missed learning. In addition, the Division is 
preparing post-assessments to help teachers measure learning growth. In junior high and high school, subject-
area teachers will also be targeting their instruction to support students in their transition back-to-school.   
 
Our work for this year is directed by our Division Plan for Continuous Growth, which has four priorities: 
Growing in Faith, Student Success, An Excellent Place to Work and Learn, and Building our Future Together. 
You can monitor our progress in these priorities by exploring our measures and results as represented in our 
Assurance Dashboard. Results will be updated throughout the year as new ones become available. Each school 
also has its own School Plan for Continuous Growth to address its own needs and a school specific Assurance 
Dashboard for their results and measures. Visit your school’s website; you will find the Assurance Dashboard 
with the school plan under About / School Information. 
 
 

. . . 2 
 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/7013/back-to-school-plan-for-the-2021-2022-school-year
https://www.ecsd.net/page/7013/back-to-school-plan-for-the-2021-2022-school-year
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/Division%20Plan%20for%20Continuous%20Growth%202020-2023%20Y2%20(1)-1.pdf
https://www.ecsd.net/page/15285/assurance-dashboard
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We are very excited to add another school to our ECSD family this fall. Genesis Online School is opening its 
virtual doors and will serve over 1200 students from kindergarten to grade 9. Construction on the Ben Calf 
Robe replacement school and Joan Carr Catholic Elementary School is well underway, and we’re getting ready 
to break ground for Father Michael McCaffery Catholic High School. 
 
Pope Francis shared a catechesis on hope several years ago. There was much wisdom shared with us over 
many months… it’s a deep examination of the nature of hope to the people of God who live in His abundant 
love. As we begin this school year and come together again in our Christ-centred school communities, I will 
leave you with a thought from our Holy Father. He says, “… one does not learn to hope alone. No one learns to 
hope alone. It is impossible. Hope, to be nourished, necessarily needs a ‘body’, in which the various members 
support and revive each other. This means, then, that if we hope, it is because many of our brothers and sisters 
have taught us to hope and have kept our hope alive.” (General Audience, February 8/17) 
 
Have a wonderful school year! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 



 

 

 

 
 
September 2021 
 
Dear friends, 
 

A New Beginning in Hope 
 

Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will 
help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand (Isaiah 41:10). 

 
As the month of September fast approaches, and the start of another school year looms from behind 
the shadows, we look forward to a new beginning; a year filled with promise and hope. Over the 
past seventeen months, we have witnessed the state of society and our lives change in ways we 
might never have imagined two years ago. From the closing of borders to the adherence to strict 
protocols, life has been challenging, and for some, even devastating.  
 
Throughout the pandemic, we learned many valuable lessons: we learned to depend on the support 
of family, friends, neighbours, our health care systems, and especially our faith communities. We 
learned that a world concerned with the plight of others is better than a world centered on ourselves. 
We learned that even though we could not practice our faith in person, technology made it possible 
for us to gather and pray virtually. Most important of all, we learned through the sorrow and pain 
how we depend fully upon the steadfast love and saving help of God, who never abandons us.. 
 
COVID-19 is just the latest hardship in a long line of civil unrest and human suffering. Once again, 
we have seen that, in difficult circumstances, God gives us the capacity to overcome the challenges 
through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. As we embark upon a new academic year, may we know 
daily the joy of the victorious help of our Lord. 
 
Yours sincerely in Christ, 
 

 
 
Richard W. Smith 
Archbishop of Edmonton 


