
 
 
 
 

Message from the Administration: 
 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen. He is risen indeed! What a difference a year has made.  Last year at this 
time, we were experiencing a new reality; COVID and the effects of in-person classes being 
suspended and students moving to online learning.  Our parishes were closed to the faithful 
during the Easter season and with physical distancing becoming our new normal.  
 
This year, we approach the Easter season with renewed hope and life. Schools are open and 
while there are new protocols to follow for in-person students, the Place of Joy, that is Mary 
Hanley,  is back in all our classrooms. With Limited Capacity, our parishes are open again, and 
we can attend masses – either in person or via livestream. Vaccines are now available and as 
they are being rolled out, we look forward to the easing of restrictions and being able to visit 
friends and loved ones again.  
 
During the Easter season, which is 50 days long, we will see new life spring forth in our yards, 
our neighbourhoods, and in our hearts, too. We wish each of our families a joyful and lifegiving 
Easter season. Alleluia! 
 
  

Mr. D. Robinson   Mrs. D. Fransen       
Principal    Assistant Principal 
 

 

Easter Blessing 
 

Christ the Lord is risen 
And, as all the world rejoices,  

Singing of His glory 
With such joyful hearts and voices 

May you find that Easter brings you 
Peace and faith and hope anew, 

And may these blessings fill your heart 
With joy the whole year through. 

 
Amen  
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Enrolment Projections:  
Thank you to all families who completed the Intention Screen in PowerSchool. We are very 
pleased to report that most of our students will be returning to at-school classes for the Fall – 
less than 5% have chosen online learning, which is consistent with the average for the division. 
This means that less than 4 students per grade will be doing online learning.  All our online 
learners, for next year, will not be part of our Mary Hanley family next year.  We wish you well 
and hope you enjoy your learning in your new environment.   
 
Most students perform better in the at-school environment where they can interact with 
teachers, classmates, school staff and friends. It is very difficult to completely replicate the at-
school experience in an online environment, particularly in kindergarten and the early grades, 
so some students may be a little behind next school year. We will do our best to make sure that 
students returning from the online environment next school year are keeping pace with their 
peers.  
 
All our online learners, for the 2021-22 year, will not be part of our Mary Hanley family next 
year.  We wish them well and hope they enjoy their new learning environment, as the teachers 
from Mary Hanley will not be offering online instruction. Instead, registrations for online 
students will be transferred to the Genesis Online Elementary for the fall. Families will have one 
opportunity to transfer back to at-school instruction at Mary Hanley for February. 
Unfortunately, since we will not be offering online instruction through our school, families will 
not have the flexibility with learning stances that they were given this year.  
 
We are still receiving registrations, so class configurations and staffing will be confirmed later in 
the year. 
 

Parent / Student / Teacher Interviews: 
Parents and students will have a chance to meet with their teacher 
to go over and talk about assessments, areas for growth and areas to 
celebrate.  This will occur on Thursday April 8th,  from 1:15 – 4:45 PM 
and 5:30 – 7:30 PM.  Emails were sent earlier, before the March 
Break, with information on how to sign up.  If you have not already 
signed up, the link is found here:  Link for Interviews 
 

Lenten Project: 
We would like to thank all our families for participating in 
our Lenten Project – Food Drive this year.  We collected a 
wonderful amount of food that will support the Corpus 
Christi Parish Food Bank and for The Blessings Project YEG. 
This food will remain in our community and help those who 
need food at this time of year.  The pride and spirit of our 
community came through for this project!  Thank-you! 

 

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/MaryHanley1@ecsd.net/bookings/


 

Registration for the 2021-22 School Year: 
We are continuing to accept new registrations for the 2021-2022 school year for Kindergarten 
to Grade 6. All registrations are done digitally, and all information regarding registration is 
found on the school website. 
 
All new registration applications (for students not currently enrolled in an Edmonton Catholic 
School), are completed online: register here.  Please share the word in the community about 
our wonderful school.   
 

Supply Lists for 2021-2022 
Soon, our teachers will begin working on supply lists for the 2021-2022 school year. Once they 
are finalized, they will be posted to our website and parents will be notified.  
 
Parents will once again have the option of either purchasing supplies at local stores, or ordering 
supply packages online through SchoolStart.ca. Online ordering of supplies is convenient, so we 
are happy to offer this service to our parents. Orders placed through School Start are delivered 
directly to your home and are clearly labeled with your child’s name. Information about School 
Start, including a short video, is available online at http://www.schoolstart.ca. 
 

Assurance Model  
Alberta Education is moving toward an Assurance, as opposed to an Accountability Model for 
planning and funding for school divisions. Essentially this means that there will be broader 
stakeholder input and information such as PAT results will be more readily available. It also 
means that we will be moving toward a Spring planning cycle for the upcoming school year (as 
opposed to setting goals in the Fall). This will allow us to begin working on our goals as soon as 
school begins in September. In March, our School Council Executive took part in an information 
session regarding the Assurance Model and division priorities and we began a preliminary look 
at our school and how we are meeting division priorities.  
 
The Government of Alberta has started sending out Parent Assurance Surveys. These are similar 
to the surveys we have had in the past, however, you will have the opportunity to fill them out 
online or via paper. We ask that you please fill these surveys out as they help us better our 
programs for your child(ren). All students in Grades 4, 5 and 6 will be filling out a student 
version of this form after Spring Break. 
 

School Fees:    
All School fees have been added to PowerSchool Accounts.  Those who have outstanding fees 
have recently received a paper copy of their statement of fees that are owed.  We ask all our 
families to please log into their PowerSchool Accounts and pay their School Fees.   
 

https://www.ecsd.net/8060
https://www.ecsd.net/8060
http://www.schoolstart.ca/


Bus Pass Fees: 
Bus Fees are due on the 1st of every month.  Please log onto PowerSchool 
before the first of every month to make your payment. 
 

Health and Safety during COVID-19 Times: 
We ask that all our families continue to follow all the federal, 
provincial, local and Division rules, protocols and expectations 
about COVID-19. 
 
DO NOT SEND YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL IF SICK! We want you to 

always take the side of caution and not send your child if you are unsure. Call us and we will 
guide you! We will continue to call parents to pick up their children if they are exhibiting 
symptoms as noted in the screening form below. We need you; we cannot do this alone!!!  
 
As per the Quarantine Act, parents are reminded about the importance of completing daily 
screening prior to sending their children to school. Please note that the newest, most current 
screening questionnaire is provided below for your information. Staff use the COVID-19 safety 
questionnaire found on the staff website. Parents are reminded that children with fever, 
cough, shortness of breath and/or loss of sense of taste or smell are to isolate for 10 days. 
Children who have a chill, are coughing, have running noses, feel unwell, nausea, unexpected 
loss of appetite, muscle or joint ache, headache or conjunctivitis should stay at home and 
monitor for 24 hours. If symptoms improve after 24 hours, they can come to school. Students 
who arrive at school showing such signs will be sent home immediately.  
 
If we work together and all do our part, our students will be as safe as we, the community, are 
allowing them to be.  
 
COVID 19 DAILY SCREENING QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

Reminders about Lunch and outside Food: 
A reminder that students are to bring healthy lunches from home as no 
outside food is permitted.  All Students will not be able receive food by 
parents from home or a restaurant once the school day has begun. As 
well, services such as ‘Skip the Dishes’, or any fast-food providers are not 
permitted inside the school. These measures are to ensure that, while at 
school, every effort is made to reduce the risk of exposure from outside 
sources.  Please make sure that your child has a packed lunch every day. 

 

https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/Children%20-%20edc-covid-19-screening-questionaire-english%20(January%202021)-1.pdf


Yearbook: 
Years are available for purchase on PowerSchool.  All yearbooks 
are $20 and can be found on your PowerSchool account. 
 
The deadline to order a yearbook is Wednesday, April 7.  Please 
make sure you order your yearbook for the 2020-21 (this school 
year) before the deadline! 
 
School “Spirit Wear” Online Store: 
A reminder to all our families that the 
online store will be available only until the 
end of April.  At this time it will be taken 
down for the year. 
 
It has been wonderful seeing all the new 
shirts with the new logos on our students 
this year.   
 
We like to have school pride days once a month, encouraging students to wear their school 
Spirit Wear on these days. Please consider buying some clothing so your child can participate in 
these days.  All purchases will be sent directly to your household.   
 
The website for the store is found on our website and below: 
https://maryhanley.entripyshops.com/ 
 
 

Mary Hanley Out-of-School Care Centre: 
Our on-site Out of School Care is now open and operational.  Please see the flyer for this service 
attached to our newsletter.   
 
If you are interested in this service, please contact:  
Ravneet or Sanjolly through email @ info@stfrancisdaycare.ca or by phone @ 780-406-4748. 

 
Important Dates: 
April 6 – School Resumes 
April 8 – Parent / Student / Teacher Interviews – 1:15 – 4:45 pm and 5:30 – 7:30 pm 
April 14 – SAC meeting – 6:30 pm 
April 16 – Easter Celebration 
 
 
 

https://maryhanley.entripyshops.com/
mailto:info@stfrancisdaycare.ca


1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 2021 
 

“Today the Church’s proclamation echoes throughout the world: “Jesus Christ is risen!” – “He is truly risen!”. 
Like a new flame this Good News springs up in the night: the night of a world already faced with epochal 
challenges and now oppressed by a pandemic severely testing our whole human family. In this night, the 

Church’s voice rings out: “Christ, my hope, has arisen!” 
 (Pope Francis, Urbi et Orbi message, 04/12/20) 

  

 
A year ago, Pope Francis gave an Easter address and blessing that still resonates very deeply with our global 
circumstance today.  He spoke of the impact of the pandemic on our lives and issued a call to us to work 
together, to shed our indifference, and to let the triumph of Christ in his glory shine through in our hearts and 
our lives.  We are an Easter people, and we will work together to bring living witness to our faith with hope 
and joy! 
 
On March 24, our Board of Trustees passed our 2022-2025 Capital Plan.  This plan identifies the Division’s 
highest priority school facility requirements for the forthcoming three-year period. For each year of the plan, 
projects are listed in order of priority. This plan will be submitted to Alberta Education so that they are aware 
of our needs when they are deciding on building schools across the province.  You can view our Capital Plan by 
visiting www.ecsd.net or by clicking here. 
 
We are pleased to announce that Edmonton Catholic Schools will be consolidating all of its departments, with 
the exception of Facility Services, to one central location! We want to ensure that we can maximize funding to 
our schools and classrooms rather than supporting old and inefficient infrastructure. We are fulfilling a 
commitment to find operational efficiencies and financial savings for the entire Division.  ECSD has purchased 
the building known as the 50th Street Atria (9405 – 50 Street), and this will bring together more than 300 
Division employees under one roof, reducing our administrative physical footprint by 12 per cent.  The 
purchase, which uses only Capital Reserves, will see us saving over a million dollars a year in operations and 
maintenance.  We will also be selling the 5 administrative buildings that are currently being used to bolster the 
Capital Reserves.  Click here to learn more about this innovative project. 
  
Thank you to all our families for sharing your learning intentions for the 2021-2022 school year.  We are 
approaching the fall with the hope that we will be out of the grip of the pandemic and families will be 
comfortable with in-person learning.  We are pleased to share that over 97% of our families have indicated 
that they plan to return to in-person learning in September. 
 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/urbi/documents/papa-francesco_20200412_urbi-et-orbi-pasqua.html
http://www.ecsd.net/
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1510/three-year-capital-plan
https://www.ecsd.net/page/15972/new-lumen-christi-catholic-education-centre
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In the fall of 2020, ECSD hired an independent research team to evaluate our School Resource Officer (SRO) 
program in order to identify its strengths and to make recommendations on its areas for growth.  The team is 
composed of 3 researchers from the University of Alberta, University of Toronto, and Carleton University. This 
year long study will explore how the current SRO Program impacts various areas of interest such as school 
safety, student engagement, crime, diversion from the justice system and diversion from Child and Family 
Service involvement.  It will also explore the experience of students, parents, staff, and officers through a 
mixed methods approach.  Families in schools that have an SRO will receive more information directly from 
the Division about participation in the study in the upcoming months. 
 
Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, last fall. This 
month, our Division Chaplain Father Julian Bilyj writes about chapter 7, Paths of Renewed Encounter, and 
chapter 8, Religions at the Service of Fraternity in our World. The article is included as an accompaniment to 
this newsletter. 
 
Since this month marks the final installment of our Fratelli Tutti  
journey, I will leave you with one of the prayers that Pope Francis shares in the encyclical: 
  

A Prayer to the Creator 
Lord, Father of our human family, 
you created all human beings equal in dignity: 
pour forth into our hearts a fraternal spirit 
and inspire in us a dream of renewed encounter, 
dialogue, justice and peace. 
Move us to create healthier societies 
and a more dignified world, 
a world without hunger, poverty, violence and war. 
May our hearts be open 
to all the peoples and nations of the earth. 
May we recognize the goodness and beauty 
that you have sown in each of us, 
and thus forge bonds of unity, common projects, 
and shared dreams. 
Amen. 
 
 
Have a joyous Easter season! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
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Easter, A Time of Hope 
 
Christ is Risen!   Truly, He is Risen! 
 

Today, we celebrate the glorious feast of the Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 Today, we sing a hymn of victory, for in our Lord’s Passover from death to life, Christ 
our God has brought us from earth to heaven. 
 Truly, “this is the day that the Lord has made; let us exalt and rejoice in it!” 
 On that first Easter morning, Mary Magdalene and the other myrhh-bearing women went 
to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus, which had been taken down from the cross and laid in a 
new tomb. When they arrive, an angel greets them saying, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are 
looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Go 
quickly and tell his disciples. So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell 
his disciples” (Matthew 28: 5-8). 
 As Christians we are above all people of hope. 
 The message of Easter is the message of hope. Jesus comes into the world as one of us to 
tell us of God’s love and to invite us to follow him. In Jesus’ death and resurrection, he offers us 
the hope of a new life, eternal life, in communion with God as God had intended when he first 
created us. 
 Pope Francis, in his latest book, “Let Us Dream, the Path to a Better Future,” sees hope 
as one of the lessons learned coming out of the pandemic. He writes, “To come out of this crisis 
better, we have to see clearly, choose well, and act right. Let’s talk about how. Let us dare to 
dream.” 
 Crisis comes from the Ancient Greek κρίσις (krísis). [Remember My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding?  Give me a word, any word, and I will show you that the root of that word is Greek!]. 
Crisis means decisive moment, a turning point. Crisis does not just mean that the world is 
coming to an end and I don’t know what to do. Rather, crisis also has the meaning in the sense of 
opportunity, a crossroad, with a choice on which road shall we travel next. 
 Pope Francis offers a path to a better future. He sees hope coming out of the crisis of the 
pandemic. Amongst the inspiring words coming out of his book “Let Us Dream,” the Holy 
Father writes:   
 

We must redesign the economy so that it can offer every person access to a 
dignified existence while protecting and regenerating the natural world.  

What is the greatest fruit of a personal crisis? I’d say patience, sprinkled with a 
healthy sense of humour, which allows us to endure and make space for change to 
happen. 



When I speak of change I mean that those people who are now on the edges 
become the means of changing society. 

We do not possess the truth so much as the truth possesses us, constantly 
attracting us by means of beauty and goodness. 

Sin is a rejection of the limits that love requires. 
Our greatest power is not in the respect that others have for us, but the service we 

can offer others. 
 
 Jesus’ resurrection from the dead offers us new hope. But it also offers us a choice. We 
can return to our old sinful ways where me, myself and I are my closest and only friends, or we 
can see the world through new eyes, see creation and each other the way God sees us, with love 
and mercy. Let us dare to dream of a better future! 
 
Easter is truly a time of hope! 
 
Christ is Risen!   Truly, He is Risen! 
 
Bishop David 



Fratelli Tutti - Summary of Chapters 7 and 8 
In his encyclical Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis reminds us all that it is not enough just to engage in 
encounter. We have to face the reality of the injuries of past mis-encounters, and so we have to establish 
and walk the paths of re-encounter (Ch. 7). We need to heal the wounds, which requires seeking and 
offering forgiveness. To forgive is not to forget. We need to be daring and start from the truth—the 
recognition of historical truth—which is the inseparable companion of justice and mercy. All this is 
indispensable for advancing towards peace. Conflict is inevitable on the road to peace, but violence is 
inadmissible. That is why war is a recourse that must be rejected, and the death penalty a practice that 
must be eliminated. 

 



The different religions of the world recognize human beings as God's creatures. As creatures, we are in a 
relationship of fraternity. The religions are called to the service of fraternity in the world (Ch. 8). In 
dialogue and with hearts open to the world, we can establish social friendship and fraternity. In our 
openness to the Father of all, we recognize our universal condition as brothers and sisters. For 
Christians, the wellspring of human dignity and fraternity is in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and that is 
what inspires our actions and commitments. This path of fraternity also has a Mother called Mary. Faced 
with those injured by the shadows of a closed world and still lying by the roadside, we are invited by 
Pope Francis to make our own the world's desire for fraternity, starting with the recognition that we are 
“Fratelli tutti”, brothers and sisters all. 

 
Resource: https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/fratelli-tutti/risorse/infografiche.html 
Submitted by Fr. Julian Bilyj, ECSD Chaplain 

https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/fratelli-tutti/risorse/infografiche.html

