
 
 
 

Message from the Administration: 
We hope that all our families enjoyed a wonderful Easter.  Spring is finally here!  The extra 
daylight and the grass and the trees turning green gives us the renewed excitement and hope.  
Summer feels like it is close and we look forward to the flowers and leaves that will soon 
bloom.  Laughter and Joy fill the fields and playgrounds that the students are playing in! 
 
During May, we honour Mary, the Mother of God. During the month of May, we will be saying 
the Hail Mary during morning prayers. Also during May, we would like to wish each of our 
mothers a very happy Mother’s Day!  
 
May 10-14 is Catholic Education Week and May 13 is World Catholic Education Day. We are so 
grateful to be able to celebrate the great gift of Catholic education in our province.  
 
We are also looking forward to bringing back our annual Walk-a-thon on May 26 and 27.  
Proceeds from this event will support the many initiatives from our School Advisory Council 
that benefit our students.  More information is found in the newsletter.   
 
Mr. D. Robinson   Mrs. D. Fransen       
Principal    Assistant Principal 
 
 

 

Mother’s Day Prayer 
 

In the name of Jesus Christ,  
We lift up all Mothers today. 

 
We thank them for their sacrifices 

So that we can have a live of contentment. 
 

Grant them favour, Lord and may they  
Have a wonderful place in existence 

In your heart of Grace 
 

Amen  
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The Month of Mary and Catholic Education Week:  
Throughout the month of May, we celebrate Mary, the 
Mother of God, our model of perfect discipleship, who 
guides and inspires us by her example of how to love Jesus 
and care for one another. On Sunday, May 10th, we also 
celebrate Mother’s Day, a day to express our deep 
personal gratitude to our mothers. We are truly grateful 
to these women who bring love, joy, happiness and caring 
into the world. May God bless each of our mothers!  
 
Every year, 40 days after Easter on Ascension Thursday, Catholics across the globe give thanks 
for the gift that is Catholic education through the celebration of World Catholic Education Day. 
This year, World Catholic Education Day is on May 13, 2021. Catholic education has served 
nations for centuries through teaching students in their faith. Throughout Canada, provinces, 
territories, and dioceses dedicate special days or weeks to celebrate Catholic education. In 
keeping with these celebrations, World Catholic Education Day is a time for Catholics around 
the world to take a moment to pause, reflect and pray on the gift that is Catholic education! 
 

Mental Health Week: 
We are celebrating Mental Health Awareness during the week of May 
3 to 9.  Hats on for Mental Health is celebrated on May 5, so please 
wear any hat to show your support for Mental Health Awareness.   
 

 
Mary Hanley is on Twitter:  
We have officially joined Twitter.  Please check our site for school 
information and to see what exciting events are happening around 
our school.  @MaryHanley_ECSD 
 

Walk-a-thon: 
We are very excited to bring back the annual Mary Hanley Walk-a-Thon in support of our Mary 
Hanley School Council.  Information about this event was sent home in April both electronically 
and through a paper copy.  All the details were in the letter, and we have attached it to the end 
of our newsletter.  Fundraising will be different, it will all be done electronically, but the rest of 
this exciting event will stay the same with a few minor adjustments: 
  
WHO: only our students can participate in this event this year, both online and in-person 
students will be given an opportunity to participate.  We cannot have parental participation or 
spectators like we have had in the past.   
  
WHAT: Walk-A-Thon fundraiser to support the variety of activities and events at Mary Hanley 
(Chromebooks, fieldtrips, Phys. Ed. Equipment, library and classroom books, technology, 
furniture)  



WHEN: Wednesday, May 26 and Thursday, May 27.  A schedule will be created to ensure all 
classes, online and in-person, can participate. 
  
HOW: Get pledges from friends and family! For every $5 raised you will receive an entry for 
awesome prizes! The more you raise, the better the chance of winning one of two prizes given 
out for your class (e.g. $5 equals one entry; $100 equals 20 entries). Every student will 
participate in the walk and each student will be eligible to win as we will have additional family 
prize draws. Prizes will be awarded at a special online assembly on Thursday, June 3. 
  
We sincerely appreciate your support by encouraging your children to collect pledges. It is also 
important to emphasize to the children that all participation and contributions will directly 
benefit everyone at Mary Hanley. It has been wonderful to see the children enjoy and learn 
from the programs and opportunities supported by this fundraiser.  
Thank you to all our families and the School Council for your continued support!! 
 

Registration for the 2021-22 School Year: 
We are already planning for the 2021- 2022 school year. Students 
who are currently registered at Mary Hanley do not have to complete 
registrations forms for the next school year. Though things can 
change up until September 2021, we are currently projecting two 
classes in kindergarten through grade six, with three classes in grade 

1.   This may still change due to ongoing registrations and families possibly switching their 
learning choice (online or in-person).  
 

Thank you for spreading the good news about Mary Hanley. We have a terrific community of 
students, parents and staff. We continuously receive positive feedback about our programs and 
our students. Thank you for your support. You and your children are our best form of 
advertising!  
 
We would love to grow our Kindergarten Program, so spreading the word of our wonderful 
school will help.  All registrations are done digitally, and all information regarding registration is 
found on the school website.  
 

Bussing: 
A reminder that all in-person students that currently take the 
yellow bus do not have to fill out new forms for next year.  The 
exceptions are: 

1. Online Students – all online students that are returning to in-person learning next 
year need to fill out transportation forms.  These need to be completed and 
returned to the school by May 20th.  This will ensure service will be in place for the 
start of the year. 

Families of students that need to complete new forms were emailed this information.  Please 
check your emails and fill out the forms and return them back to the office.  If you did not 

https://www.ecsd.net/8060


receive this email, please contact the school for the information on how to get the forms (780-
461-2551).   

If there are any changes to your transportation information (daycare address, home address, 
phone number, email), please use the “Transportation Change Form” for changes.  This form 
also needs to be filled out if you would like to cancel transportation for next year. This form is 
available at your child’s school and/or the District website at www.ecsd.net. 

Transportation Departments information is:  Phone: 780 441 6078                                                             
email: transportationservices@ecsd.net 

Staffing for 2021-22 School Year: 
We are busy planning for the next school year.   A number of parents have asked us about 
staffing for next year. Staffing is tentative until our staffing cycle is completed in mid-June. We 
will have a clearer picture of what is happening in June and will provide further information in 
our June newsletter. We will post an updated staff list on our website by the end of June.  

 
Class List Construction:  
This is the time of year where we begin to consider and work 
on class lists for the upcoming school year. Student 
placement in classes is one of the most important things we 
do as a school team of professionals. Parents, we have listed 
below for you the process used to generate our class lists. 
We, as professionals, who work with your children day in and day out are very clear on the 
needs of our students and understand fully the impact of developing class lists that are 
functional, manageable and well-balanced in several categories. We consider a variety of 
variables in the construction of those class lists.  

The following categories are considered by our learning teams which are made up of Teachers, 
Multi- Discipline Service Providers, Learning Coach, and Administration:  

Ability Distribution: The best conditions for an effective learning community are created by 
placing children in an environment where there is a range of abilities. This creates strength 
through diversity and students can draw on the richness of positive group dynamics.  

Gender Balance: It is important that the gender ratio is as balanced as possible.  

Support System: Children make friends each year, however, it is important for them to move 
forward with positive peer support. This will be taken into consideration as we move children 
into a new learning environment. Occasionally, best friends do not make best classmates 
and/or create the best learning environments. Our goal is to create independence and not 
dependence on others, as such we ensure that children have opportunities to make new friends 
each year.  

http://www.ecsd.net/


Work Ethic: Some students are highly independent workers; others require more direction and 
support. A balanced mix is needed to create a supportive learning environment for all students.  

Behavior: Students exhibit a variety of behaviors. Some students require more guidance and 
positive role modeling than others to develop acceptable and proper behavior. Equal 
distribution of children who have behavioral needs among the different classrooms must be 
considered.  

Children with Exceptional Needs: Some students may require academic challenge or academic 
support. Equal distribution of these students in each classroom must be considered.  

As is in the past, we will NOT be accepting classroom requests; please understand that these 
decisions are made very carefully with the needs of ALL STUDENTS in mind! We hope this helps 
you to better understand the logic and rational of student placement. Thank you for your 
support.  

Supply Lists for 2021-2022:  
Soon, our teachers will begin working on supply lists for the 
2021-2022 school year. Once they are finalized, they will be 
posted to our website and parents will be notified.  
 
Parents will once again have the option of either 
purchasing supplies at local stores, or ordering supply packages online through SchoolStart.ca. 
Online ordering of supplies is convenient, so we are happy to offer this service to our parents. 
Orders placed through School Start are delivered directly to your home and are clearly labeled 
with your child’s name. Information about School Start, including a short video, is available 
online at http://www.schoolstart.ca. 
 

School Fees:    
Thank you to all our families who have paid their fees this year.  Fees are vital to ensure that 
students are able to receive supplies, technology and enrichment.  Those who have outstanding 
fees have received emails and paper copies of their fees in the mail.  We ask all our families to 
please log into their PowerSchool Accounts and pay their School Fees.  Please contact the 
school if you are experiencing difficulties in paying your fees.   
 
Bus Pass Fees: 
Bus Fees are due on the 1st of every month.  Please log onto PowerSchool 
before the first of every month to make your payment. 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.schoolstart.ca/


PATHS In Our School: 
Parents.....do you ever experience the situation where you ask your 
child why they are upset, but they don’t answer?  
 
Just like adults, children of middle elementary years often need time 
to be alone and think about what they are feeling or experiencing. 
They may not want to feel rushed or they may not be ready to share. 
Let them know that you are available when they are ready to talk. 
When the child does begin to discuss his/her feelings, let them know 
you are listening by using eye con- tact, nodding as he/she speaks and 

using comments such as “I see.” This is showing them that you are present and care about what 
they have to share. This supportive approach helps to build a stronger relation- ship amongst 
you and your child.  

 
Health and Safety during COVID-19 Times: 

We ask that all our families continue to follow all the federal, 
provincial, local and Division rules, protocols and expectations 
about COVID-19. 
 
DO NOT SEND YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL IF SICK! We want you to 

always take the side of caution and not send your child if you are unsure. Call us and we will 
guide you! We will continue to call parents to pick up their children if they are exhibiting 
symptoms as noted in the screening form below. We need you; we cannot do this alone!!!  
 
As per the Quarantine Act, parents are reminded about the importance of completing daily 
screening prior to sending their children to school. Please note that the newest, most current 
screening questionnaire is provided below for your information. Staff use the COVID-19 safety 
questionnaire found on the staff website. Parents are reminded that children with fever, 
cough, shortness of breath and/or loss of sense of taste or smell are to isolate for 10 days. 
Children who have a chill, are coughing, have running noses, feel unwell, nausea, unexpected 
loss of appetite, muscle or joint ache, headache or conjunctivitis should stay at home and 
monitor for 24 hours. If symptoms improve after 24 hours, they can come to school. Students 
who arrive at school showing such signs will be sent home immediately.  
 
If we work together and all do our part, our students will be as safe as we, the community, are 
allowing them to be.  
 
COVID 19 DAILY SCREENING QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/Children%20-%20edc-covid-19-screening-questionaire-english%20(January%202021)-1.pdf


Reminders about Lunch and outside Food: 
A reminder that students are to bring healthy lunches from home as no 
outside food is permitted.  All Students will not be able receive food by 
parents from home or a restaurant once the school day has begun. As 
well, services such as ‘Skip the Dishes’, or any fast-food providers are not 
permitted inside the school. These measures are to ensure that, while at 
school, every effort is made to reduce the risk of exposure from outside 
sources.  Please make sure that your child has a packed lunch every day. 

 
School “Spirit Wear” Online Store: 
We will extend the store until the end of 
May.  At that time we will take it down 
until the new year.   
 
It has been wonderful seeing all the new 
shirts with the new logos on our students 
this year.   
 
We like to have school pride days once a month, encouraging students to wear their school 
Spirit Wear on these days. Please consider buying some clothing so your child can participate in 
these days.  All purchases will be sent directly to your household.   
 
The website for the store is found on our website and below: 
https://maryhanley.entripyshops.com/ 
 

Mary Hanley Out-of-School Care Centre: 
Our on-site Out of School Care is now open and operational.  Please see the flyer for this service 
attached to our newsletter.   
 
If you are interested in this service, please contact:  
Ravneet or Sanjolly through email @ info@stfrancisdaycare.ca or by phone @ 780-406-4748. 

 
Last Days of June: 

Parents are beginning to ask about the last days in June.  Report Cards 
will go “Live” on June 25th, after 3:00 pm.  On Thursday, June 24, we will 
have a Full day of school with dismissal at 2:40 pm.  Kindergarten will 
also have school on this day and it will be their last day of school.  The 
last day of school for all Grade 1 to 6 students will be on Friday, June 25.  

This day will be a half day of school with dismissal at 12:01 pm.  There will be no Kindergarten 
on this day.  Staff will be at school on June 28th if you have any questions or concerns about the 
report card.   
 

 

https://maryhanley.entripyshops.com/
mailto:info@stfrancisdaycare.ca


Important Dates: 
May 5 – Hats on for Mental Health 
May 5 – SAC Meeting  
May 9 – Mother’s Day 
May 13 – World Catholic Education Day 
May 20 – Bussing Forms in to ensure bussing for next year 
May 24 – Victoria Day – No School 
May 26-27 – Walk-a-thon 
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“Education is a dynamic reality, it is a movement that brings people to the light. It is a peculiar kind of 
movement, with characteristics that make it a dynamism of growth, aimed at the full development of the 
person…” (Pope Francis, Address to Participants in the Plenary Assembly of the Congregation for Catholic 

Education, 02/20/20) 
  

The month of May is one which is very special for Catholic schools in Alberta. This month, beginning May 10, 
we celebrate Catholic Education Week. The pinnacle of this week is the celebration of World Catholic 
Education Day on May 13.  Our students will have ample opportunity over the course of this week to explore 
the richness to be found in our Catholic schools. It is a time for families to reflect on the gift of publicly funded 
Catholic education in Alberta. We encourage everyone to wear blue in support of Catholic education over the 
course of the week. Please also keep your eyes on our social media accounts for our annual Humans of ECSD 
campaign; we are so proud to share some exceptional stories of the students of Edmonton Catholic Schools! 
 
On March 15 and 16, 2021, the Board of Trustees engaged with the executive members of our School Councils 
and the administration teams of our schools to gather insights on the four Board Priorities for our various 
planning endeavors. This rich opportunity for stakeholder engagement was the first of its kind for our Division 
and provided invaluable feedback on the practices and supports that our families feel are of greatest value in 
the education of their children. The four priorities are Growing in Faith, Student Success, An Excellent Place to 
Work and Learn, and Building our Future Together. The report for the Community of School Councils (COSC) 
was presented at the Public Board Meeting on April 28 and can be found in the Board Agenda Package by 
clicking here and scrolling to the report. The overarching themes from this engagement were used at the 
Division level to inform the Division Plan for Continuous Growth and the Division Budget. Individual schools 
will use their specific results to inform their School Plan for Continuous Growth and their School Budget. 
 
The April 28 Public Meeting of the Board also saw our Board of Trustees naming our new schools which were 
announced by the provincial government last year. In January, we asked our students, staff, and the 
greater community for help naming them. We received more than 300 submissions.  We are delighted to 
share that these schools will bear the names of two lifelong advocates for Catholic education: Joan Carr 
Catholic Elementary/Junior High School (Keswick) and Father Michael McCaffery Catholic High School 
(Heritage Valley). 
  
We are looking forward to welcoming our junior and senior high school students back to in-person learning 
after another hiatus from the classroom. It is never an easy decision to move to a virtual learning 
environment. Like our students, we all long for normalcy, certainty, and routines to return to our educational 
system and look forward to being together again. 

https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Division/Trustees/Board%20Minutes%20and%20Agendas/2020-2021/2020-2021%20Board%20Agendas/08%20April%2028,%202021%20.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=Y9Fe9m
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1509/division-plan-for-continuous-growth
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May is a time to celebrate and give thanks for the mothers and maternal figures in our lives, and it also a time 
where we turn our eyes to our Holy Mother. Mary, Mother of God is the benefactor of Edmonton Catholic 
Schools. “(She) reminds us to be constantly attentive to the Christ-centeredness of Catholic education. She 
also reminds us to give ultimate respect to all persons in recognition of their dignity as daughters and sons of 
God, made in the image and likeness of the Creator and Giver of all good gifts.” (Edmonton Catholic Schools, 
Holy is Thy Name, 2017)  
 
Have a glorious May! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 



CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK – THOSE WHO HOPE IN THE LORD  
SHALL RENEW THEIR STRENGTH 

 

Friends of Jesus,  

Every year, on the Feast of the Ascension of Our 

Lord (40 days after Easter), Catholics across the 

globe give thanks for the gift of Catholic 

Education through the celebration of the World 

Catholic Education Day. This year, the theme of 

Catholic Education Week in the province of 

Alberta is Those Who Hope in the Lord Shall 

Renew Their Strength. The theme for this year’s 

Catholic Education Week is taken from the book 

of Isaiah 40:31. It offers us the prophet’s words 

of hope and prophetic fulfillment in the face of 

challenges that we have experienced throughout 

this school year. “Today too, amid so much 

darkness, we need to see the light of hope and to 

be men and women who bring hope to others. 

To protect creation, to protect every man and 

every woman, to look upon them with 

tenderness and love, is to open up a horizon of 

hope; it is to let a shaft of light break through the 

heavy clouds; it is to bring the warmth of hope!” 

– Pope Francis’ Homily for Inaugural Mass of 

Petrine Ministry, March 19, 2013.  

How wonderful it is to celebrate Catholic 

Education Week in the month of May that in the 

Catholic Liturgical Calendar is dedicated, in a 

special way, to Mary! Mary, the Mother of God, 

is also the patron saint of our Edmonton 

Catholic Schools.  

Today, I invite you to reflect and learn more 

about Mary, who was the first evangelizer and 

the first disciple of her own Son, Saviour, and 

Lord, Jesus Christ. Mary gave the first Gospel 

testimony to her cousin, Elizabeth, without 

words. She understood the work of the Holy 

Spirit unlike anyone else in the history, other 

than her beloved Son, Jesus Christ. There are 

very few records of Mary’s obvious words in the 

texts of the New Testament. However, there is 

no lack of her presence at the most important 

events in the life, ministry, death, and 

resurrection of her Son. Mary always 

encountered God in profound ways from the 

beginning to the end of her earthy life. In every 

encounter, she surrendered to love and was 

changed.  

From antiquity, Mary has been called the 

Mother of God – Theotokos – the Greek word 

that means God-Bearer. The word Theotokos is 

used throughout the Eastern Catholic Church’s 

Liturgy. It is also at the heart of the Latin Rite’s 

deep Marian piety and devotion. An insistence 

of the Early Church Council on the use of the 

title, Theotokos – the Mother of God, reflected 

an effort to preserve the teaching of the Church 

that Jesus Christ is both divine and human and 

that these two natures are always united in His 

One Person (The Third Ecumenical Council of 

Ephesus, 431 A.D.).  

On May 13, in honour of World Catholic 

Education Day, we are encouraged to wear blue, 

and that way be united in faith and prayer for 

Catholic Education. As Mary, the Mother of 

God, is traditionally portrayed in blue in many 

of the paintings and icons, we stand united in 

prayer with her and grateful for the Catholic 

Schools as we offer our prayer to God. As we 

celebrate Catholic Education Week, from May 

10th to 14th this year, I invite you to join all the 

faithful in praying for Catholic Education, the 

students whom we serve, their parents and 

families, and our trustees, administrators, 

teachers, and staff who make it all possible.  

Fr. Julian Bilyj  

ECSD Chaplain 



 
 
 
 

WALK-A-THON! 
 
Dear Mary Hanley Families: 
 
With great enthusiasm and support from teachers, students and parents, we are pleased to be doing a 
COVID friendly Walk-a-thon this year! So bring “appropriate-for-the-weather-footwear” and let’s see if we 
can raise money to support the wide variety of activities and events that occur throughout the year at 
Mary Hanley. 
 
Friday April 23rd Walkathon event will be available on the Healthy Hunger website.  Students can start 
collecting online donations.  Due to COVID, cash will not be accepted this year.  All donations must be 
made through the Healthy Hunger website.  See below for instructions on setting up an account and 
collecting donations. 
 
Wednesday May 26th and Thursday May 27th Walk-a-thon will take place for all Mary Hanley students 
(in-person and online).  To comply with COVID restrictions, in-person classes will be staggered over 
these two dates.  Dates will be assigned for each class closer to the event date.  Online students will be 
given time within their school day to participate in their own walk. 
 
Thursday May 27th Last day for donations. 
 
Thursday June 3rd Prizes will be awarded to the students.  Three names from each class will be drawn.  
 
How to set up a Healthy Hunger account: 
 

1. Visit www.healthyhunger.ca.   
 

2. From the home screen you can select "Register Student Account" if you have never registered 
with Healthy Hunger for hot lunches in the past or select "Click here to login" if you have 
registered in the past.  

 
3. Once you have logged in click on "Add Student". You will have to do this even if you have used 

Healthy Hunger in the past. Complete all of the fields on the left side of the screen with your 
child's information, being sure to select the correct class & teacher. Complete by clicking on Add 
a Student.  
 

4. Repeat this for all Mary Hanley students in your family. 
 

How to make a donation and send the link to family and friends: 
 

1. Once your child(ren) are set up, click on “Home” at the top of the screen. 
 

2. Under your child's tab, select "Order Now" on May 28th Walk-A-Thon.  
 

3. From here, you can either make a donation by following the on-screen instructions or you can 
share the fundraiser in one of the following ways by clicking on the orange Share Fundraiser 
button at the top of the screen. We recommend either copying the link and sending it to friends 
and family via text or email with a description, and/or sharing it to your Facebook newsfeed. We 
don't recommend using the direct email feature as it doesn't allow a personalized message to be 
added and we want to avoid anything going to the recipient's junk folder.  
 

http://www.healthyhunger.ca/


4. You can repeat this process and share the link for each of your children.  
 

 
Remember that for each $5 that your child raises they will receive one entry into the class prize draw. The 
link will be open until May 27th. 
 
What You Need to Know About the Mary Hanley Walk-a-thon 
The Walk-a-thon Fundraiser is to support various needs around the school which, in the past, have 
included school equipment (Chromebooks), outdoor surface improvements, recess equipment, and 
performing arts performances. 
 
Get donations from friends and family and for every $5 raised, you will receive an entry for awesome 
prizes! 
The more you raise, the better the chance of winning one of the prizes given out for your class (e.g. $5 
equals one entry; $50 equals 10 entries). Prizes will be awarded at a special online assembly on 
Thursday June 3rd. 
 

****** PRIZES TO BE WON ****** 
 

Kindergarten, Grade 1, Grade 2, Grade 3 Prizes 
 

RAZOR Scooter, Star Wars Scooter, Crazy Forts, Toy Story 4 Suitcase & Excavation Set, Toy Story 
4 Lego, Playmobil The Movie Set, Karaoke machine, Lunar Space Station Lego, RAZOR Scooter, Star 

Wars Scooter, Pokemon Trading Cards Game, Whirl Ball, Movelo Light Up Kick Scooter, Movelo Fold Up 
Scooter, Slide N Stunt Wireless Remote-Control Car, Lego City Burger Bar Fire Rescue, Lego 2 Movie 

Lego Set, Pokemon Trading Cards Game, Race Car Looping Set, Chemistry Lab Set, Lego City Set, and 
Lego Friends Set 

 
Grade 4, Grade 5 and Grade 6 Prizes 

 
2x $50 Toys R Us Card, 2x $50 Cineplex Card, 3x $50 Mastermind Card, 2x $50 Wal-Mart Card, 2x $50 

Indigo Card, 2x $50 Visa Prepaid Cards, 2x $50 Amazon Card 
 
Family Board Games for all grades 
 

 
We sincerely appreciate your support by encouraging your children to collect donations. It is also 
important to emphasize to the children that all participation and contributions will directly benefit everyone 
at Mary Hanley and the program of Run-for-Change and as well as a student from Burundi. Run-for-
change is a program that provides backpacks and school supplies to lower income families in the 
Edmonton Catholic school system. It has been wonderful to see the children enjoy and learn from the 
programs and opportunities supported by this fundraiser in the past. 
 
 
Thank you, in advance, for your continued participation in this yearly fundraiser. 
 
The Mary Hanley School Parent Council  


