
 
 
Message From the Administration: 
As we are settling into our third month of school, we would like to take an opportunity to thank 
all the parents and families who have continued to follow the protocols that have been put into 
place because of COVID-19.  By doing daily screening of our students, and making the informed 
choice of keeping children home who are sick, parents are helping to ensure that our 
community stays safe. 
 
Catholic Education Sunday is celebrated in November each year. This year, it is on November 8 
and its theme is “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.” (Isaiah 40:31). This 
theme is especially relevant and inspiring during the pandemic.” In their Letter Celebrating 
Catholic Education Sunday, our Bishops say:  
“The pandemic continues to have a deep impact on every facet of our society, including the 
Catholic Education of our young people. During the shut-down of schools in the spring, Catholic 
Education faced this challenge by providing virtual classrooms, which continued to engage 
students in their academic learning and religious faith instruction. When the schools reopened in 
the fall, many new practices were put in place to adhere to the health precautions and to ensure 
student safety. In the midst of these challenges, Catholic Education has been embracing the call 
for renewal and inviting students and their families to look to the future with hope.”  
 
The pandemic has certainly had an impact on our school just in our adherence to COVID 19 
protocols, but we are pleased to report that we are celebrating moments of joy each and every 
day. We are so happy and thankful that our students – both at school and online – are enjoying 
learning each day.  
 
 
Mr. D. Robinson   Mrs. D. Fransen       
Principal    Assistant Principal 
  

 
A Prayer For Remembrance 

 
Ever-living God, 

We Remember those whom you have 
Gathered from the storm of war 
Into the peace of your presence; 
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May that same peace calm our fears, 
Bring justice to all peoples 

And establish harmony among the nations, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

 
Safety First!   
Please remember to always use the marked crosswalk when crossing the 
road in front of the school.  Also do not park in the “no stopping” zones 
before and after the crosswalks.  These areas need to be kept clear in order 
for our supervisors to have unobstructed views of the road.  Parking in these 
areas can lead to large monetary fines.   
 
Remembrance Day:  

We will honor Remembrance Day on Tuesday, November 10th.  A ceremony 
will be shared out with all our students, both virtual and in-person, on this 
day. 
 
Remember that there will be no school on Wednesday, November 11th to 
honor Remembrance Day.   

 
School Fees:    
School fees will be very shortly added to your PowerSchool account.  
Please check your account in the next two weeks and then make your 
payment. Fees have been adjusted to reflect the situation that we are 
now in.  It is important that fees are paid, as the government has cut 
funding and we need the fees to recover costs.  The list of fees is 
found on the website, both the current fees and what the fees were 
to originally be.   
 
Bus Pass Fees are due on the 1st of every month.  Please log onto PowerSchool before the first 
of every month to make your payment. 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION COVID 19 Protocol Information:  
We want to reassure parents that in the event of a positive case of Covid-19 at our school, we 
will follow the protocols established by ECSD in collaboration with AHS.  

These are the steps we will take:  

1. We receive notification of a positive case from either AHS or a parent.  
2. We are in touch with designated ECSD departments, complete the necessary paperwork 

and receive instruction based on their collaboration with AHS.  



3. Parents of the homeroom cohort that is impacted directly receive a SPECIFIC COHORT 
letter notifying the parents that their child has been in contact with an individual with 
Covid-19. Should you receive the SPECIFIC HOMEROOM COHORT letter stating that your 
child has been directly impacted, your child is required to complete a mandatory 14-day 
isolation period.  

● In that letter dates of exposure are indicated and specific instructions as to the 
return date of the classroom students is stated within the letter.  

● To respect privacy, personal details are not shared, and the homeroom class is 
not identified in any way  

4. A GENERAL letter notifying ALL parents of our school community is also emailed out.  
5. If a child who came in contact with a confirmed case of Covid 19 has siblings, please 

know that the siblings are able to return to school based on the AHS guidelines. If, 
however, they are showing symptoms, the Student Illness Guidelines established by AHS 
MUST be followed.  

6. It is strongly recommended that students who came into contact with someone with a 
confirmed case be tested. This is particularly important if the student is showing 
symptoms. We are here to support you. The health and well-being of everyone is our 
priority.  

7. When a Covid 19 case is confirmed, both teachers and students are required to isolate 
for the mandatory 14-day period. When this occurs, affected teachers, assuming they 
are not ill themselves, will move to remote teaching. Having regular teachers continue 
to instruct lessons will hopefully ensure that continuity of learning is maintained in the 
event that staff and/or students must isolate for a period of time. Within 48 hrs., or less, 
the homeroom teacher will make contact with families to inform them on guidelines on 
instruction.  Please check your emails regularly. 

8. If and when a class goes into isolation, parents can expect an email with information 
that outlines the process for online instruction.  

9. Once the teacher and students are cleared to return to school, they will commence in 
school instruction as per usual.  

As always, the health of our students and staff is our first priority and as such, we will always 
take extra precautions to ensure optimum safety. We ask that our parents do the same by 
refraining from sending children to school when they are not well. In the event that a child 
comes to school with symptoms, please be reminded that as per the AHS guidelines and the 
screening tools, we will call the parents to pick up their child immediately.  

PATs Cancelled:  
ECSD, along with other metro school boards, have elected to cancel 
Provincial Achievement Tests for students in grades six and nine for this 
school year. The pandemic could lead to unanticipated interruptions in 
learning, which, in turn, could lead to anxiety and stress for students. We 
wish to avoid this. The PAT is only one way to measure assessment. We 
will still have rigorous, authentic formative and summative assessments in 
all grades at the school level.  



 
Learning Stance Survey Results:  
In October, our school division asked parents to choose between either at school or online 
learning for the remainder of the school year. We are pleased to report that there was very 
little change in terms of learning choice at Mary Hanley.  In total, 18 students choose to return 
to in-person learning, while 12 students choose to go online as a learner.  This means an overall 
increase of 6 in-person learners.  We are pleased that for most of our students, it will be 
business as usual unless students are moving from at school to online or vice versa.  A reminder 
that online students may have a change in teacher, as we look to try to uncombine classes if 
possible.  This information was shared out by the Division when the surveys were sent out.   
 
We will contact all families that are changing their learning stance by November 6th, to inform 
them of procedures for the start of Quarter 2, which is November 10th.    
 
A reminder that the choice parents made in October is the choice that they will adhere to for 
the remainder of the school year.  We cannot accommodate any changes, as it greatly impacts 
our class sizes and our staffing.  Decisions have been made about staffing and we cannot 
change these decisions as we move throughout the year.  Though it may have been a difficult 
decision, parents must respect that the school cannot change their choice again as we progress 
throughout the year.   
 
Bus Attendance / Informing the Office 
Again this year we have been taking attendance on all our busses 
every day after school.  This is working out well and it is allowing us 
to take account of our students at the end of the day.  To help us with 
this please remember that if your child normally takes the bus at the 
end of the day, but will not for any reason, please inform the office 
before dismissal.  This will save us valuable time looking for students 
at the end of the day.   
 
Online Registration Verification  
We would like to thank all our families who completed this by September 30th.  We have had 
over 80% of our families complete this important process.  We ask those who have not, to 
please go onto PowerSchool and complete the verification form for your child(ren).  The 
Division will continue to send out emails to the families that have not completed this form. 
Completing this form is very important, as it will provide us with the most up to date 
information pertaining to your child.  It is imperative that we have the most current telephone 
numbers and email addresses.  We need an email address from all our families in order to send 
out information and for emergency contact purposes.  We also need up to date phone 
numbers.  These numbers are very important so we can contact parents immediately in case of 
an emergency.  We have noticed that a few of the numbers that have been provided to us are 
incorrect.  Please check these phone numbers and email addresses on the verification 
document and make corrections as needed.   



 
Lates and Absences 

The Government of Alberta expects all children to attend school regularly 
and to be on time.  It is up to the school to enforce this expectation.  
Some of our families are allowing their children to come to school late 
and/or to be absent from school without valid reasons.   
 
In order for students to be successful learners and to grow socially they 
need to be on time and attend school regularly.  We are actively 

monitoring the attendance of all our students and will notify the attendance board about the 
children whose attendance does not improve over the next few weeks.  If you need help or 
assistance in getting your child to school on time, please contact the school. 
 
Online students also need to be on time for their classes.  If a student logs in late and misses 
attendance they will be marked absent.  Parents will then need to phone the school to let us 
know that their child logged in late. Please ensure that your child is on time and present for 
their online classes, both morning and afternoon, to cut down on the phone calls to the office. 
 
Transportation / Yellow Bus Issues 
A reminder if you are having issues with the service you are receiving from the yellow bus 
company, please do not phone the school with your complaint.  Instead you are to phone 
transportation directly (780-441-6078) or Stock Transportation (780-451-9536), as they are the 
ones who will assist you with this matter.  
 
Also please make sure that you are checking your phone in the morning or after school in case 
transportation calls because there is a delay in service.  This call will come from the school’s 
number (780-461-2551), but it will be a robotic call initiated through the Transportation 
department.  Please pick up and listen to this call, as they will inform you of the situation and 
how long the bus may be delayed.  Since students and parents are the first priority in the 
morning, Transportation calls all parents first before they phone the school about the delay.  It 
is important that you listen to this call and not phone the school asking about the information 
as we may not have been informed yet. 
 
School Advisory Council News 
On Tuesday Nov. 3rd , at 6:30PM, our School Council will hold their 
next meeting. All parents are welcome to attend to give your 
suggestions and input on decisions made by the School Council.  
Elections will be held at this meeting to fulfill positions on the 
Executive.  Please consider attending the next meeting to give 
support to the School Council and to the school.    
 



PowerTeacherPro/ Assessments / Reporting Periods 
We hope that all of our families have logged on to PowerSchool to check 
on the assessments that have been added to their child’s account.  A 
reminder that there will only be two reporting periods, January and June, 
but there will be ongoing assessments added to PowerSchool.   
 
To see the assessment that is being done, parents need to have logged 
into, and created an account, on PowerSchool.  If you have not already 

done so you can contact the office for assistance in setting up your account. 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
Parents and students will have a chance to meet with their teacher 
to go over and talk about assessments, areas for growth and areas to 
celebrate.  This will occur on Thursday, December 3rd from 1:15 – 
4:45 PM and 5:30 – 7:30 PM.  Later this month we will send out a 
way to book times for this event. 
 
Book Fair: 
We will have a “virtual” book fair this year.  It will be around the time of Parent Teacher 
Interviews, the first week of December.  More information will come closer to the date. 
 
Introducing our New Mascot: 
We would like to introduce you to our new Mascot, the Hornet!  We would like to thank our 
own Mrs. Bond, the creator of this wonderful Mascot.  We will be using this Mascot moving 
forward, so look as we integrate it into our everyday life at Mary Hanley.   
 
We will also be sending out a link to an online store, for families to order clothing.  Families will 
have the option to pick which logo they would like (the new Mascot or the School Logo) and the 
style of clothing and colour of clothing.  All orders will be sent directly to your house.  We hope 
to have this store up and running within the next week. 
 

 



 
Mary Hanley Out-of-School Care Centre: 
Soon there will be an Out-of-School Care Centre in our own school.  They are currently in the process of 
getting the space ready and all licences in order.   
 
If you are interested in this service, please do not phone the school, as it is not affiliated with the school.  
For any information and queries please contact:  
Ravneet or Sanjolly through email @ info@stfrancisdaycare.ca or by phone @ 780 406 4748. 
 
We are excited to have this addition in our school. 
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“To all believers, and to men and women of good will, we say: let us become creative artisans of peace, let us 
build social friendship, let us make our own the culture of dialogue. Honest, persistent and courageous 

dialogue is the antidote to distrust, division and violence. Dialogue dismantles at the outset the arguments for 
wars that destroy the fraternity to which our human family is called.”    

(Pope Francis, Appeal for Peace, 10/20/2020) 
 
Our Holy Father shared these words as part of the International Meeting of Prayer For Peace.  The theme of 
the meeting was “No one is saved alone.  Peace and Fraternity.”  The words of his homily, address, and the 
appeal for peace are all grounded in a call to action for all of us.  As we have learned during the pandemic, we 
cannot remain indifferent to the struggles of others.  We are united in our humanity and we need to care for 
each other.  Peace is something that we all need to take ownership of and work towards.  I encourage you to 
take a few moments and read Pope Francis’ entire message at the link above or by visiting www.vatican.va .   
His words are very thought provoking in this month where we commemorate Remembrance Day and 
Holodomor (The Ukrainian Famine Genocide). 
 
In light of the programming changes that have occurred due to the pandemic, our schools have revisited their 
school fees to ensure that they are still reflective of the activities and materials that were shared at the end of 
June.  In instances where there has been a change, the fees were decreased appropriately.  No new fees were 
added and no fee increases occurred.  Please check PowerSchool for your fees for the year as they are now 
active.  
 
We are committed to maintaining the integrity of our classroom and school cohorts.  This means that our 
Division and schools have come up with innovative means to engage our families and community.  As an 
example, our Board of Trustees held a Parent/Guardian Engagement on supporting your child’s mental health 
in late October.  We had over 1800 people register for this virtual opportunity!  You will notice over the 
upcoming months that our traditional face to face meetings will move to the virtual world.  This will include 
things like Demonstration of Learning, Open Houses, Advent and Christmas concerts, and celebrations.  
 
Sunday, November 8, 2020 has been named Catholic Education Sunday by the Bishops of Alberta and the 
Northwest Territories.  The theme for this year is Those who hope in the Lord shall renew their strength 
(Isaiah 40:31) and is especially relevant and inspiring during this time of COVID.  Catholic schools are best 
situated to move forward during hardship and uncertainty for we know that God is with us and holds us in the 
palm of His hand.  The faithfulness of God gives us hope. 
 
 
 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20201020_omelia-pace.html#APPEAL_FOR_PEACE
http://www.vatican.va/
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Please join us in praying the Novena for Catholic Education Sunday from October 29 - November 6, 2020 as we 
celebrate the great gift of publicly funded Catholic education in Alberta. 
 
Have a wonderful month!   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent  
 
 Novena for Catholic Education Sunday  

 



A   Newborn   Psalm   of   Praise  
By   Fr.   Glenn   McDonald,   CSB  

 
Have   you   ever   read   a   word   or   phrase   that   seemed   to   speak   directly   to   you?   Over   the   past  

few   weeks,   I   have   had   several   people   draw   my   attention   to   these   words:   “We   have   no   one   to   tell  
us   how   long   it   will   last.”  

This   phrase   comes   from   The   Psalms,   which   is   a   book   in   the   Bible.   The   Psalms   are   150  
short   hymns   that   speak   about   human   experience   in   relationship   with   God.   There   are   two   major  
categories   of   psalms:   praise   and   lament.   Psalms   of   praise   articulate   the   joy   of   being   happy   or  
thankful   to   God.   Psalms   of   lament   capture   the   experience   of   sorrow   or   disappointment,   and   ask  
for   God’s   help.   

“We   have   no   one   to   tell   us   how   long   it   will   last,”   comes   from   Psalm   74.   When   you   read  
this   line,   what   do   you   think   of?   

I   immediately   thought   of   COVID-19   and   the   uncertainty   surrounding   the   pandemic.   I  
found   the   words   of   Psalm   74   to   be   strangely   comforting,   not   because   they   offered   a   solution   to  
the   pandemic   that   we   all   face,   but   because   they   give   me   a   way   to   succinctly   describe   what   the  
experience   is   like.   I   guess   it   is   like   going   to   a   doctor   with   a   list   of   mysterious   pains   and  
symptoms.   Having   the   doctor   give   me   a   diagnosis   may   not   cure   my   disease,   but   being   able   to  
name   it   is   comforting.   

When   I   ponder   Psalm   74   and   ask   for   God’s   help,   the   Holy   Spirit   draws   my   mind   to   an  
unexpected   image   —   parents   and   guardians.   In   particular,   my   mind   recalls   a   baptism   I   did   for  
one   of   our   high   school   teachers   who   recently   had   a   baby   girl.   Despite   the   challenges   of  
COVID-19,   the   family   gathered   together   to   celebrate   the   gift   of   everlasting   life.   Masks   and   social  
distancing   could   not   suppress   the   psalm   of   praise   and   love   that   radiated   from   the   parents   and   the  
newborn’s   two   older   brothers   during   this   beautiful   moment.   

I   find   this   memory   very   comforting.   Raising   a   child   is   inherently   mysterious,   open-ended,  
and   challenging.   Despite   these   uncertainties,   people   still   choose   to   become   parents   and  
guardians,   because   they   have   an   instinct   that   their   love   will   find   a   way.   

We   have   no   one   to   tell   us   how   long   the   pandemic   will   last,   but   the   example   of   parents   and  
guardians   reminds   us   that   love   will   overcome.   
 
 
 
 
 


