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Administrators’ Message 
 

We would like to welcome all our families to this new school year.  To all our new families, we would like to extend 

a warm welcome and thank you for picking Mary Hanley as the place for your child to grow and learn.  Whether 

you are learning online or in person, we want you to know that you are still a part of this “Place of Joy”.   

 

Thank you to our families for the patience and understanding during the start up of school this year.  We were 

dealing with a much different school start up then usual and it took time to sort through and create a safe and 

effective beginning to our school year.  Our learning choices are approximately at 60% in person and 40% online.  

Please understand that these choices cannot be changed until the second quarter, as our staffing is now set and based 

upon these choices.   

 

Our in-person classes are, on average, about 23 students per class.  Our online classes are, on average, about 28 

students per class.  Please make sure that students are coming to school on time, in-person or online, in order to help 

keep our students together and out of our hallways.   

 

As we progress through this first month of school we will look to continue building and developing policy and 

procedures to ensure the health and safety of both students and staff.  Please remember to support the health and 

safety of all by following and abiding by these procedures.  If you have not done so already, please take time to read 

the Division’s Re-Entry Plan, Mary Hanley’s Re-Entry Plan and all information provided by Alberta Health 

Services.  Each morning please remember to complete the Covid-19 Checklist provided to all families to ensure that 

your child is healthy enough to participate in school.  If they are not, it is advisable to complete the AHS self-

assessment and follow the instructions provided.  It is very important that all families abide by the legal 

requirements to isolate if their child presents certain symptoms.  We all need to ensure our community stays healthy 

and safe.   

 

Our school wide theme for the year is “God Calls Each of Us by Name”.  The inspiration or this theme comes from 

Isaiah 43:1 “I have called you by name, you are mine”.  Let us remember that each of us belongs to God, who loves 

us and guides us.  Our theme book for the year is “Be You” by Peter H. Reynolds, which follows along with our 

theme for the year.   

 

We would like to thank all our students and parents for following the guidelines and instructions outlined in our Re-

Entry Plan.  Students are at the centre of what we do, they guide our work and our practices.  We work in an 

outstanding community and look to have a happy, safe and productive year with your children.  Thank you for the 

support you have given us and the understanding during these unprecedented times.   

 

 

Mr. D. Robinson     Mrs. D. Fransen 

Principal     Assistant Principal 

 



School Photo Day  
Our individual photographs will be taken on:    Friday, September 25. 
 
More details will be coming your way. There will be no group class photos this year, just 
individual portraits. 
 

School Fees  
All school fees will be posted to your Parent PowerSchool account by next week.  Please check back starting next 
week.  Many families may have a credit from last year, which will be indicated on your account.  Please begin 
paying your fees once they are posted.  Fees can only be paid online by credit card or debit card.  We cannot 
except cash or cheques this year.  For more detailed information regarding school fees please visit:  
www.maryhanley.ecsd.net 

 

Meet the Staff Evening 
Thursday September 24 will be out meet the Staff Evening.  It will be an online, digital format.  More information 
will follow about this event.    

 

Bus Pass Money 
Bus pass money is due before the 5th of every month.  Bus passes are $35.00.  If you qualify for the family plan, 
bus passes are $31.50.  If payment is not received by this time your child may not be able to take the bus. 
 
If you child is not going to be taking the bus this “Quarter” please contact the office and let us know.  Also if your 
child is not going to be taking the bus home from school on any day, please contact the office so we know.  
Attendance is taken on the bus everyday so we need to know if a student will be absent from the bus.   

 
Online Payment Instructions: 

1. Log in to PowerSchool at:  https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/ 
2. Select “School Fee” from the Navigation Menu and then click on to connect to the Student Quick Pay 

website 
3. Select the Student’s tab to view itemized fee details 
4. Click to Add to specific items to the Cart or choose to Add All at once 
5. Once selected, Vicw Cart or proceed to Checkout. 
6. Ente the credit/debit card information and Submit 

 
School Office Hours: 
Office hours will be 8:00AM – 3:30 PM (MTWF) and 8:00 AM – 1:00 PM (Th).  During these times someone will 

be available to take your calls.  A reminder that all students should be dropped off and picked up at their designated 

doors.   

 

If a child is late please come to the front door.  Remember that only students are allowed in the school at this time, 

so parents please help them in the door and then only the child can enteer the school.   

 

Hours of Operation 2019-20 
Grades 1-6 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday   8:10—2:40 am 
 Thursday      8:10—12:01 pm 
 Recess (Grade 1 – 3)     10:20 – 10:35 am 
 Recess (Grade 4 – 6)     10:00 – 10:15 am 
 Lunch Recess (Grade 1 – 3)    12:00 – 12:20 pm 

http://www.maryhanley.ecsd.net/
https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/


 Lunch Recess (Grade 4-6)     11:30 – 11:50 am 
Kindergarten 

Monday to Friday      8:10—11:10 am (morning classes) 
        11:40—2:40 pm (afternoon classes) 

Absences: 
All absences need to be phoned into the school.  Please do so before 8:45 AM or 12:30 PM.  All absences (online or 
in person) must be reported to the office, 780-461-2551.   
 

Safety Around the School: 
Students should not be dropped off at school before 7:55 am.  Supervision does not start until 7:55 am and any 
students dropped off before this time will not have access to the school or be supervised.   
 
The Parking Lot is for Teacher use only!  This is to help protect the safety of our students.  Parents are not allowed 
to drop off or pick up students in the school parking lot.  Also please do not park in the bus loading zone which is 
located to the south of the school.  We have 6 large buses that take up a lot of space and we need all of the space 
provided in the bus loading zone.  Please read and obey these signs. 
 
The crosswalk is to be used by students when crossing the street.  Dropping students off in the cross walk is illegal 
and can bring a fine.  Please ensure that you are obeying all signs around the school and are not doing u-turns.  
Always choose safety over convenience. 

 
Punctuality 
We encourage all parents to regularly review with their children the importance of punctuality.  The courtesy of 
being on time respects the rights of others and is a basic life skill for all future activities, be they academic, 
recreational or work related.  Students arriving after 8:10 am or 12:20 pm are to check in with the office before 
going to their homeroom. 

  
Early Departure 
Please ensure that anytime you are picking up your child from the school prior to regular dismissal times, you must 
come into the office and sign him/her out.  Your child will meet you in the front office.  We appreciate your 
cooperation in this manner.  This is also very important if your child takes the school bus so that we know that your 
child will not be getting on the bus at the end of the day. 

  
Conflict Management District Policy 
The staff at Mary Hanley School believes that open and cooperative communication is most important in order to 
maintain a positive learning environment for our students.  Please feel welcome to contact us at any time to 
discuss any concerns or questions you might have.  In keeping with District Policy, we ask that any concerns be first 
addressed directly with those persons with whom you have the concern before taking it elsewhere.  This is based 
on the principle of “first contact”, as is stated in District Policy 132.  For further information regarding this policy 
and matters related to it please refer to our District’s website at www.ecsd.net. 

  
Dispensing Student Medication 
District Policy requires that a form be signed by a doctor indicating the nature and dispensing of required drugs for 
those students taking medication at school.  Forms are available in the school office.   

  
Illness 
Normally, children who are too ill to go outside for recess are too ill to be at school. This is particularly true in cases 
of severe colds, infections and headaches.  With severe colds, children are unable to function well at school.  In 
addition, they provide a source of infection for other children, especially those with weakened immune systems,  
and would recuperate faster if kept at home.  Once again, parents are asked to ensure their child’s teacher is made 



aware of any unique medical situations.   

  
Change of Information 
Please inform the office of any changes in regards to your child’s information.  It is very important that school files 
be kept up to date regarding changes of addresses, phone numbers, parent’s place of work, work numbers and 
email addresses in order that you may be contacted quickly in the event of an accident or emergency.  Newsletters 
will also be sent out electronically this year so a current email address is essential. 

  
Updated Documents 
Documents to be updated will be sent home in September via an email from the school district.  It will all be done 
electronically.  This new procedure is replacing the “Turn-Around-Document” that was sent home as a paper copy 
in previous years.  These new electronic forms need to be completed by September 30.  We ask that you check 
them over carefully and make changes to areas that need to be changed.  We will have a computer available in the 
school to complete the forms if you do not have a computer at home.  It is vital that you supply us with updated 
email addresses and phone numbers so that we make be in contact with you to share information but, more 
importantly, to be able to contact you in case of an emergency.   
  

Swift K12  
An automated phoning system called SWIFTK12 is being used by Edmonton Catholic Schools to report student 
absences or lates. The system will call out twice (after 9:00 am and 1:00 pm). If your child is not present at 
registration and no parent phone has all been received excusing the child, SWIFT12 will call parents. Please make 
sure we have updated phone numbers for all parents/guardians. If you receive a call, please follow the prompts 
given to acknowledge the call. If you hang up the phone without acknowledging the phone call or do not follow the 
prompt the system will continue to phone you.   
  

Parent PowerSchool 
Many parents have created their own PowerSchool account. It can be used to track attendance, marks and now make 

on-line payments (school fees, bus passes, field trips). Several parents appreciated the payment option to pay school 

fees. Please set up an account if you do not already have one. PowerSchool for parents is a quick an easy way to be 

informed and receive electronic report card as well. Reporting and Assessment will change this year; having your 

PowerSchool Account activated will allow you to see your child’s assessments on a real-time basis.  We need the 

first few months to get the new program up and running.   

  

Milk Program and Hot Lunch Program: 
The Milk Program will be suspended for the first quarter as well as the Hot Lunch Program.  These programs will be 
re-evaluated as the school year progresses. 
 

Legal Custody Agreements 
For the protection of your child/ children with special custody agreements, we must have legal documentation on 

file in the office. 

  

Parents in School: 
Normally we love to have parents in the school, volunteering and helping out.  Currently, Division protocols only 
allow parents in the building once they have called to make an appointment.  If you would like to meet with 
Admin or with a teacher, please call to set up a time to meet.   

 

Lunch: 
As per Division protocols we are unable to except lunches that are brought for students.  Please ensure that 
your child has a lunch each morning.  The school will have extra, pre packaged food, available for students have 



forgotten a lunch.   

 

There is no access to microwaves or to cutlery for students.   

  
  
Medical Alert 
If your child has a medical condition or allergy it is important that we are aware of what it is.  
Please come to the office to get a “Medical Alert Form” and fill it out as accurately as possible.  
This form must be completed each school year.  It is important to keep the school informed of 
any changes to your child’s medical status. 
  
Property Taxes 
All property owners are encouraged to examine their Tax Notice to ensure that their support is 
assigned to Edmonton Catholic Schools.  If you own a business or are in a business partnership, 
please check to see that your taxes are being allocated to our District (partial allocations can also 
be designated).  If there is an error, please contact City Hall at 780-496-5090. 
  

Opening Celebration 
Our Opening Celebration will occur on, September 22, at 1:30 p.m. in our gym.  This will be an event for students 
and staff only this year.  This will be the time for our school to gather together for the first time as a community for 
the new school year.   
  

Terry Fox Run 
To help with social distancing, we will be having our annual Terry Fox Run on over two days (Monday, September 
28 and Tuesday, September 29).  Our students will head out to run and remember Terry Fox.  Please send in 
a Loonie or Twoonie (or more) that will be our donation to the Canadian Cancer Society.  This is a wonderful day 
for students to learn about this wonderful Canadian hero, exercise, have fun and raise money for a wonderful 
cause.   

  

Orange Shirt Day 
This great event will be happening on Wednesday, September 30.   This is to show that every child matters and is a 
part of a campaign to honour and bring awareness to the experiences of residential school students. 
  

Cell Phones / Electronic Devices 
If parents need to contact their children during the school day, please call the office at 780-461-2551.  Ideally, 
student cell phones should be left at home.  If your child needs to bring a cell phone to school, it should be left in 
their backpack throughout the day and not on their persons.  If a student is using their cell phone during the day it 
will be confiscated for the day and returned at the end of the day.  Repeated infractions will result in phone calls 
home and further consequences.  The school assumes no responsibility for lost, damaged or stolen devices.  
Students are not allowed to take pictures or videos of each other on their personal devices at any time.  Students 
are not allowed to text or make phone calls from their personal devices during the school day.   

  

Items of Value 
 Students should not be bringing personal items of value to school.  This includes toys, games and electronics (to 
only name a few).  If students bring this items to school, they do so at their own risk and the school is not 
responsible if they are lost or damaged.   
  
 

 



Important Dates: 
 

September  
 

September 8 First full day of school for all students 

Bussing begins for Kindergarten 

September 22, 1:30 pm Opening Celebration (Staff and Students only) 

September 24 Meet the Staff Evening 

September 25 Picture Day 

September 28 Terry Fox Run – Grade K to 3 (morning) 

September 29 Terry Fox Run – K, Grade 4 – 6 (afternoon) 

September 30 Orange Shirt Day  
 

 

 
 
 
 



COVID-19 SAFETY
SCREENING QUESTIONNAIRE

Parents/guardians/students must use this questionnaire daily to decide if the 
student should attend school.

     Risk Assessment: Initial screening questions

1 Does the attendee have any new onset (or worsening) of any of the following 
symptoms: CIRCLE ONE

Fever YES NO

Cough YES NO

Shortness of Breath / Difficulty Breathing YES NO

Sore throat YES NO

Chills YES NO

Painful swallowing YES NO

Runny Nose / Nasal Congestion YES NO

Feeling unwell / Fatigued YES NO

Nausea / Vomiting / Diarrhea YES NO

Unexplained loss of appetite YES NO

Loss of sense of taste or smell YES NO

Muscle / Joint aches YES NO

Headache YES NO

Conjunctivitis (commonly known as pink eye) YES NO

2 Has the attendee travelled outside of Canada in the last 14 days? YES NO

3 Has the attendee had close contact* with a confirmed case of COVID-19
in the last 14 days? YES NO

4 Has the attendee had close contact with a symptomatic** close contact
of a confirmed case of COVID-19 in the last 14 days? YES NO

* Face-to-face contact within 2 metres. A health care worker in a occupational setting wearing the recommended personal protective  
  equipment is not considered to be a close contact.
** “ill” means someone with COVID-19 symptoms on the list above.

PLEASE HELP PROTECT YOUR COMMUNITY

If you have answered YES to any of the above questions, please DO NOT enter the school at this time. 

You should stay home and use the AHS COVID-19 Self-Assessment Tool to determine whether you need to 
be tested for COVID-19.

If you answered NO to all the above questions, you may attend school.
*the screening questionnaire is subject to change as needed.

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Journey/COVID-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx


COVID-19 INFORMATION 
 

For more information: alberta.ca/covid19 
©2020 Government of Alberta | Published: August 2020 

Student illness 
If a student has COVID-19 symptoms  
 

Students with symptoms must not attend 

school. If a child develops symptoms that could 

be caused by either COVID-19 or by a known 

pre-existing condition (e.g., allergies, chronic 

cough), the child should be tested for COVID-

19 to confirm that it is not the source of their 

symptoms before returning to school. 

 

Anyone that reports symptoms must stay home 

and seek health care advice as appropriate. 

Parents can call Health Link 811 or their 

primary health care practitioner, and fill out the 

AHS Online Self-Assessment tool to determine 

if their child should be tested.  

 

Parents, household members, and contacts of a 

student who has symptoms but is not a COVID-

19 case, are not required to quarantine.  

 

Only the people identified as close contacts of 

an individual who is a case of COVID-19 need 

to quarantine. The contacts of the close 

contacts do not need to quarantine. 

Book a test  

Book a testing appointment online with the AHS 

assessment tool or call Health Link 811. 

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Journey/COVID-

19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx 

Symptoms 

You should get tested if you have any COVID-

19 symptom. 

If you have any of these symptoms you 

are legally required to isolate for at least 10 

days from the start of your symptoms or until 

they resolve, whichever is longer: 

 Fever 

 Cough (new cough or worsening chronic 

cough) 

 Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

(new or worsening) 

 Runny nose 

 Sore throat 

If you have any of these other symptoms, stay 

home and minimize your contact with others 

until your symptoms resolve: 

 Chills 

 Painful swallowing 

 Stuffy nose 

 Headache 

 Muscle or joint aches 

 Feeling unwell, fatigue or severe exhaustion 

 Gastrointestinal symptoms (nausea, 

vomiting, diarrhea or unexplained loss of 

appetite) 

 Loss of sense of smell or taste 

 Conjunctivitis, commonly known as pink eye 

 

Monitor your child’s health and call Health Link 

811 if you have questions or concerns. Call 911 

immediately if experiencing severe symptoms 

of COVID-19, including difficulty breathing, 

severe chest pain, feelings of confusion or loss 

of consciousness. 

 

 

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/journey/covid-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Journey/COVID-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Journey/COVID-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/isolation.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/isolation.aspx
http://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/healthinfo/link/index.html
http://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/healthinfo/link/index.html


COVID-19 INFORMATION 
 

For more information: alberta.ca/covid19 
©2020 Government of Alberta | Published: August 2020 

Isolation requirements 

Albertans with symptoms 

 You are legally required to isolate for a 

minimum of 10 days if you have a cough, 

fever, shortness of breath, runny nose, or 

sore throat that is not related to a pre-

existing illness or health condition. 

 The mandatory isolation period is 10 days 

from the start of symptoms, or until 

symptoms resolve, whichever takes longer. 

 Tested positive for COVID-19 

 You are legally required to isolate for a 

minimum of 10 days if you have tested 

positive for COVID-19. 

 Isolation period is 10 days from the start of 

symptoms, or until symptoms resolve, 

whichever takes longer. 

Have symptoms but tested negative for 

COVID-19 

 If you tested negative and have known 

exposure to COVID-19, you are legally 

required to quarantine for 14 days from the 

last date of your exposure. 

 If you tested negative and have no known 

exposure to the virus, you are not legally 

required to isolate. However, it is important 

to stay home until your symptoms resolve so 

that you do not infect others. 

Close contacts of confirmed cases 

 You are legally required to quarantine for 14 

days and monitor for symptoms if you are a 

close contact of a person who tested positive 

for COVID-19 (provides care, lives with or 

has close physical contact without 

appropriate use of personal protective 

equipment, or comes into direct contact with 

infectious body fluids). 

 If you become sick with cough, fever, 

shortness of breath, runny nose or sore 

throat during this time, you must isolate for 

an additional 10 days from the beginning of 

symptoms or until you are feeling well, 

whichever takes longer. 

 

If you are self-isolating:  

 Stay home — do not go to school, work, 

social events or any other public areas or 

community settings. 

 Avoid close contact with other people, 

including household members but especially 

seniors and people with chronic conditions or 

compromised immune systems.  

 Do not use public transportation or ride 

sharing. 

 Do not go for walks in public places. This 

includes children in mandatory self-isolation. 

 If you go outside, you must remain on private 

property not accessible by others.  

If a student has symptoms 
related to allergies or a pre-
existing medical condition  

 The student should be tested at least once 

before returning to school and have a 

negative COVID-19 test result.  

 These symptoms would be their baseline 

health status. As long as the cough or runny 

nose is always the same and does not get 

worse, the student can attend school.  

 Talk to your school about your child’s pre-

existing medical condition so the school may 

keep a confidential record of this condition. 

 

Note 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve, 

information regarding COVID-19 will be updated as 

required. Please check online for the latest 

information and links to testing, symptoms and 

isolation requirements: alberta.ca/covid19 

 

 

https://www.alberta.ca/isolation.aspx#isolate
https://www.alberta.ca/isolation.aspx#isolate
https://www.alberta.ca/isolation.aspx#isolate
https://www.alberta.ca/isolation.aspx#isolate


 

Great news! The Edmonton Public Library (EPL) in partnership with ECSD is providing free 
public library cards to students and your child is eligible to receive one.  

 

We have what it takes to get your child to the top of the class. An public library card is a 
great way to support literacy and learning and instill a love of reading in your child. EPL 
shares a world of fun and stories and helps set up students for success.  

 

Please fill out the SchoolEngage form if you would like your child to get a library card; or, if 
your child already has a library card, to inform the library of any change in your child’s 
membership information (phone number, address, new school, etc). This will keep your 
child’s existing membership active and up-to-date. 

 

 

Sign into the PowerSchool Parent Portal at: 

https://powerschool.ecsd.net 

Find the SchoolEngage icon  on the left hand menu and click. 

 

SchoolEngage Welcome screen 

 

https://powerschool.ecsd.net/


 

Click on the Students option to see a list of students 

 

 

Click on a student’s name to see their info panel and list of forms to be filled out. Click on New beside 
the Edmonton Public Library Card Form to start the form. 



 

Please read the form Introduction and fill out the required fields. As a form of Digital Signature, please 
type your name and select the “I Agree” checkbox. 

 

Once you have completed your selections, click Submit to complete your form. 
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. . . I have called you by name, you are mine.  ~ Isaiah 43:1 ~ 
 

August 2020 
 
Welcome back to the 2020-2021 school year!  Whether you have chosen to return to the classroom or to 
participate in an online environment, it is wonderful to have our students and staff connecting in a more 
‘normal’ manner as we work together to provide a Catholic education that inspires students to learn and that 
prepares them to live fully and to serve God in one another.  This is  going to be a year unlike any we have ever 
experienced, and we are all going to draw on our ability to be flexible, nimble, and responsive to the ever 
changing demands placed on us as we learn to exist in a Covid world.  As you navigate through the 
quartermesters this year and revisit your learning options, it is important that you know that there are no 
wrong choices for your child and family with respect to the in-person vs. online learning environment.  We are 
so pleased to be able to offer the advantage of multiple shifting points through a quartermester model. 
 
Our theme for this year is God Calls Us Each By Name.  It is grounded in scripture from Isaiah: “I have called 
you by name, you are mine.” This provides the beautiful vision of our work in Edmonton Catholic Schools as 
being work for God; this is the essence of Catholic education. It also provides a beautiful vision of what we are 
trying to instill in our students:  the understanding that they, too, have been called by God to serve.  Over their 
time with Edmonton Catholic Schools, as our students come to know and love Jesus ever more deeply, they 
will discern how God has called each of them by name to serve Him and the world.  
 
There are some exciting things that are happening in our Division right now.  Divine Mercy Catholic 
Elementary School will have its first students this year.  Within just a few short weeks, we are going to be 
having a site blessing and ground breaking for our new 950 student K-9 school in Keswick.   We are preparing 
for a new 1300 student high school in Heritage Valley, and the construction of the Ben Calf Robe replacement 
school has begun.  As a nod to our agility and nimbleness as a Division, we will be creating a K-12 online school 
as a viable option for our families. 
 
Each year, ECSD establishes a Division Plan for Continuous Growth that sets out our primary goals for the year 
and the global strategies that we will use to achieve them.  Our schools ensure that their site-specific plans for 
continuous growth are aligned with these goals.  You can explore our Division plan by visiting www.ecsd.net or 
clicking on the link above. 
 
I would like to share just a few additional words about our re-entry plan.  I can’t begin to emphasize the 
countless hours that our re-entry team has put in getting ready for our start up. They have put so much effort 
into being sure that we are well prepared and consistent across the Division as in person learning begins again.  

https://www.ecsd.net/page/1509/division-plan-for-continuous-growth-2020-2023
http://www.ecsd.net/


2 
 

This team is simply amazing!  You can see the diversity of membership on this tremendous team by visiting the 
ECSD Re-Entry Plan page on www.ecsd.net. 
 
I will leave you with a thought from Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation on the call to holiness in today’s 
world,  Gaudete et Exsultate, that reflects the essence of how God has called us each by name:  “The Lord asks 
everything of us, and in return he offers us true life, the happiness for which we were created. He wants us to 
be saints and not to settle for a bland and mediocre existence... We are all called to be holy by living our lives 
with love and by bearing witness in everything we do, wherever we find ourselves.” (Pope Francis, 2018, 
sections 1, 14) 
 
Have a wonderful year of learning and growing in relationship with Christ! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent  

https://www.ecsd.net/page/7383/ecsd-re-entry-plan
http://www.ecsd.net/
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Seeking God’s inner beauty. 

 

Glory be to Jesus Christ! 

 

Welcome back!  

I pray you and your family had a restful and fun-filled summer. I appreciate it may have 

been different with the pandemic still upon us, and that you had to be creative in finding ways to 

enjoy God’s creation while physical distancing and staying safe. 

Well, a new School Year begins. The principals, teachers, and staff look forward to 

journeying with you in the education of your children. We know things will be different, and will 

require some adjustments along the way, but together we walk hand in hand as we explore God’s 

love and beauty in our lives and in the world around us. 

Beauty. Inner beauty.  I spent a lot of time this summer reflecting on beauty, and I’d like 

to ask you to do the same during this school year.  

 Thinking about beauty came to me early on at the outset of the pandemic. One day, I was 

in my office at the Pastoral Centre, chatting with someone on the phone. As I often find myself 

doing, I spun my chair around and looked out the window at the passersby on the street. I was 

startled by someone who had stopped and was staring back at me through the window!  Well, she 

wasn’t’ really staring at me. Let me explain. 

You see, the windows to our Pastoral Centre have a reflective film on them, so you can 

see out from the inside but you can’t see in from the outside. From the outside, the reflective film 

is like a mirror, and you can see yourself in the mirror. Ann, we’ll call her, wasn’t really looking 

at me; she was looking at herself. She was combing her hair, putting on her lipstick, fixing her 

blouse. In my eyes, and in my heart, she was beautiful. She was a princess! 

 The reality is that Ann lives on the streets. She’s homeless, as are many who live around 

our Pastoral Centre and Saint Josaphat Cathedral. That doesn’t mean that Ann’s not beautiful. 

That day, looking at herself in the “mirror” of our window, she saw beauty – beauty on the 

outside, and beauty on the inside. That day, God gifted me with a glimpse of how beautiful Ann 

is, in God’s eyes, and in mine. 

 God “has made everything beautiful” (Ecclesiastes 3:11). We are beautiful. Everything 

around us is beautiful. That’s the way God created us, created in God’s image and likeness. 

 This school year, take time to see God’s beauty in every sunrise, every sunset, in the 

world around us, in your child, and in each other. Let us remind ourselves, we are baptized into 

Christ, that God’s love, beauty and glory are best revealed in the life of God’s son, Jesus Christ. 

The best way to see God’s beauty is to be in relationship with Christ, each and every day. 

 And if you don’t see God’s beauty, clean your glasses, then look again! 

 May God bless us and our new school year! 

 

Bishop David Motiuk 

Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Edmonton 


