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This year, our staff and students have been inspired by the words and 

images of the author, Kobi Yamada. The book, “Maybe” was shared 

at the beginning of the school year, centering us on our commitment 

to celebrate one another. It is a story about the endless potential in 

all of us. This book inspired us to recognize who we are right now  

as well as everything we could be. Choosing a touchstone book  

each year guides us, deepens our thinking and helps us to make  

connections to one another. 

 

During this challenging year we have embraced our 

opportunities to make a difference by recognizing  

that we are all valued. It helps us to see who we are, 

what we stand for and where we want to go. Always  

remember, anything is possible because we are here 

for    one another.  

 

For those who are returning next year, we will continue to build the 

dream for Monsignor Fee Otterson who has left his legacy. 

“Love is Central to all we do”                               

 

For those who are leaving we will miss you, but  

remember “Once an Otter Always an Otter” 
 

 

 Marie Whelan 
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June 2021 

 

“…Well done good and faithful servant…”  ~Matthew 25:21~  

Our theme for this year has been God Calls Us Each By Name, and that has 
been the perfect description for what our students, families, and staff have experi-
enced.  In managing the turmoil, and often chaos, that has arisen out of the pan-
demic, we have each been called to be many things in ways far beyond what we 
are used to:  patient, diligent, caring, calm, resilient, flexible, understanding, for-
giving, creative, courageous, and so much more.  As our year comes to a close, the 
passage from Matthew seems a fitting punctuation mark.  Thank you to every 
member of the Edmonton Catholic Schools family who has risen to the challenges 
before us and answered God’s call as a good and faithful servant! 

 
We were so glad to see all our in-person learning students return to class 

on May 25.  We are a people of hope, and we look forward to having more sta-

bility and structure in the 2021-22 school year.  In the Spring, we asked you to 

declare your intention for in-person or online learning for the 2021-22 school 

year.  You will receive a notification from your school in mid-June asking you to 

inform the Division should you decide to change your choice.  You will have until 

August 2 if you are in a year-round calendar school and August 16 if you are in 

a regular calendar school to indicate a final change of choice.  There will be no 

changes after August 16 as we will have to staff based on the number of stu-

dents in each school.   

 

Edmonton Catholic Schools is excited to launch our new Faith Alive web-

site and welcome our ECSD students and families to explore the beauty of our 

faith.  We created this digital space after the Division's Student Voice members 

identified this project as an area of opportunity for young people and families to 

find quality Catholic content online.  Faith Alive will provide students and fami-

lies with a wealth of information and resources to help you become active in 

prayer, worship, and study.  Visit ecsd.net/faithalive to start your journey.  

 

 

https://ecsd.net/faithalive
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The May 26 Public Meeting of the Board also saw our Board of Trustees 

passing our Division Budget for the upcoming year.  You can learn more about 

the budget by visiting www.ecsd.net or clicking here.  Edmonton Catholic 

Schools has worked diligently to increase funding to the classroom through im-

provements in the delivery of administration, operations and maintenance.  A 

total of 78.8% of this budget will support student instruction, while sys-

tem administration expenses are 2.7%, which is lower than the 3.15% cap es-

tablished by Alberta Education.  

 

In May, our eyes were turned to mothers and a celebration of Mary.  In 
June, let us turn our eyes to fathers and father figures and to St. Joseph, Jesus’ 
earthly father.  In his Apostolic Letter, Patris Corde, our  
Holy Father Pope Francis declared this to be the year of St. Joseph.  He shares the 
following:  “Fathers are not born but made. A man does not become a father 
simply by bringing a child into the world, but by taking up the responsibility to 
care for that child. Whenever a man accepts responsibility for the life of another, 
in some way he becomes a father to that person.”  Happy Father’s Day to all 
those who have accepted the sacred responsibility of nurturing our children! 
 
Have a wonderful June and a restful summer.  We look forward to a new begin-
ning in the 2021-22 school year! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

http://www.ecsd.net
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1505/division-budget
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
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A Message from our Chaplain 

 

 

June 2021 
 

 

The strength of our faith community and the grace of God has sustained us 

through these complex times. As we approach the final leg of this year's jour-

ney, let us pause to give thanks for all the blessings that we have received 

and the opportunities of growth in our faith. Your support for our school’s so-

cial justice endeavors is very much appreciated.  
  

Welcome to Faith Alive! 

Edmonton Catholic Schools launched a new site on its public’s website:  

Faith Alive. This site can be used by our students and families to freely ex-

plore and discover the beauty of our faith. Please take a moment to visit the 

Site. There you will find a vast library of Religious documents, as well as the 

entire collection of Father Glenn’s and Father Julian’s recorded messages 

and little-liturgies. Enjoy! 

  

Sacraments 

For questions regarding the dates and times of First Reconciliation and First 

Holy Communion, as well as Confirmation preparation please contact  

Christina at Christina.Faitakis@caedm.ca   

For more information regarding the preparation and reception of Sacra-

ments, please use this link, which will take you to the St. Thomas More Parish 

website. 

I wish you all a time of refreshment and renewal with your families during the 

summer months! Take care. 
  

Blessings, 

Beth Pecson 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/16775/faith-alive
mailto:Christina.Faitakis@caedm.ca
https://stm.caedm.ca/sacraments/
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Please join us on Thursday, June 10th to celebrate 
our grade sixes as they begin a new journey into 
Junior High. Your child’s teacher will send more  
information on the outdoor drive by event. 

Class of  

2021 

Please join us on Thursday, June 17th to celebrate 
our grade nines as they begin a new journey into  
High School. Your child’s teacher will send more 
information on the outdoor drive by event. 
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Please check your child’s home learning space for any  
resources that belong to Monsignor Fee Otterson School.  

 

 

 

 

 

School Fees are due by Friday June 4th. You may pay on line 
through PowerSchool or send cash with your child’s name and 
grade in a sealed envelope. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mark your calendar for the final SAC meeting of the year, 
Wednesday, June 9th at 7PM 
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The school office will re-open on Tuesday, August 24th at 8AM 

Please call if you have any questions 
Phone: 780 430-8015 
Hour: 8:00AM—3:30PM 

 

 

Please visit the Monsignor Fee Otterson website 
to access school supplies for 2021-2022. 
Supply lists will be updated by June 28th, 2021. 
 

https://www.ecsd.net/1429/page/371/school-supply-lists 
 

If you have any questions or concerns with 
your child’s transportation please call 
Phone: 780 441-6078  
Hour: 7:15 AM—5:00 PM 

https://www.ecsd.net/1429/page/371/school-supply-lists
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June 20th, 2021 


