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Through the sign of ashes we received on Ash Wednesday, we were reminded that we 

have been called to be followers of Jesus.  It is time for us to listen to life’s questions,  

to reflect upon a different way of living and to enter a deeper relationship with God  

and each other.  This will be the central message we will carry in our hearts during the  

Lenten season. 

As each grade takes on its own “Share Lent” activities, we will be reminded of our many 

blessings.  We will ‘open our hearts’ on a daily basis and remain focused on our gifts.  It 

is in our compassion, understanding and forgiveness for one another that we release the 

potential in all of us.  

During our ‘Lenten Journey’ we, the students and staff of  Monsignor Fee Otterson 

School, will find many ways to reach out and touch the lives of others.  We ask God’s 

blessings during our Journey  of “Belonging”.                                         

                                                                                                                                    Mrs. Whelan 

                                                                                                                                     Principal 
 

 



 

 

 

  

  

In his homily for Ash Wednesday, Pope Francis invites us to look to a bigger picture 
of the journey of Lent. It is not only a journey into the desert with Jesus as he pre-
pares to go to Jerusalem for his ultimate sacrifice. Our Holy Father invites us to look 
to look more deeply upon the journey of Lent as one where we commit our lives to 
always returning to God, his love, and his mercy. The Pope shares that through the 
gift of the person of Jesus, God came to us so that he could take us by the hand and 
walk us towards the joy of salvation.  

 

Our planning for the 2021-22 school year is well underway. As with all things over 
the past many months, we recognize that there is uncertainty that exists because of 
the pandemic. Our schools have done an outstanding job at ensuring that students 
and staff are safe and that all COVID risk-mitigation protocols are followed; these 
will continue for the duration of the pandemic.  

 

Understanding that our mandate is to provide in-person learning, we have also ar-
rived at a model for online learning for the 2021-22 school year for those students 
that would benefit from this learning option based on their learning style. This op-
tion is significantly different than the COVID-inspired online platform presently in 
place, and a conversation with your child’s administration would be beneficial in un-
derstanding these differences as they pertain to your child’s learning needs.  
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We are asking parents to indicate their learning stance intention (in-person or 
online) for each child before March 22. The Division will analyze the number of 
requests to establish the most efficient and cost-effective way of delivering the 
online experience based on family choice. By families making decisions that 
meet their needs early on, it will allow us to create a robust learning experi-
ence for every student. All online students will be given one opportunity to re-
turn to their community school, on February 1, 2022. There will be no oppor-
tunity for students that want online learning to enroll after the start of the 
school year.  

 

Please be sure to go to your PowerSchool Parent portal to indicate your inten-
tions for each child for next year by March 22, 2021 so that we can be sure 
that our staffing meets the needs of our students in both in-person and online 
learning. Click here to learn more.  

 

Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and  
Social Friendship, last fall. This month, our Religious Education Services (RES) 
Secondary Consultant writes about chapter 5, A Better Kind of Politics, and 
chapter 6, Dialogue and Friendship in Society. The article is included as an ac-
companiment to this newsletter.  

I leave you with a final thought from Pope Francis’ beautiful Ash Wednesday 
Homily: “Lent is a humble descent both inwards and towards others. It is about 
realizing that salvation is not an ascent to glory, but a descent in love.”  

Many blessings on your continued Lenten journey towards our God.  

 

Sincerely,  

Robert Martin  

Chief Superintendent  
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https://www.ecsd.net/_ci/p/15294
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html


 

  



 

 



 

 

ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH  
210 Haddow Close  

Edmonton, AB  T6R 2P3 

Phone: 780 434-6313 Fax: 780 438-2088 

Website:    https://stm.caedm.ca/ 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZSAygs1yQAwRwU-wIq9l-w 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stthomasmoreyeg/ 
   

Dear Catholic school families, 

 

The Church is well into the liturgical season of Lent.  It is a time of preparation for the coming 

Easter season – a time of extra prayer, fasting and almsgiving.    

  

This year it is not possible to bring the large groups of students to the church to share in the 

liturgy of the Mass.  Instead, each Friday, our 9:00 am Mass will be live-streamed and is avail-

able to all the schools and homes in our area.  The homily will be geared toward children and 

youth; we urge all schools to take part in this weekly virtual act of prayer. 

  

Each year, the church sets aside March 19 as the feast of St. Joseph.  This year the entire year 

is dedicated to St Joseph and his great role in our salvation history.  We suggest that schools 

and parents will use this opportunity to instruct the students and to lead them in prayerful in-

tercession to St Joseph.   St Thomas More Parish is open for Masses and prayer! 

 

Our Liturgical schedule for Lent and Easter is as follows:   

 Liturgical Schedule for Lent and Easter 

Way of the Cross: 6pm followed by Mass all Fridays in Lent - Mar. 5, 12, 19, 26 

Confession: one hour before all weekday Masses 

Parish Lenten Mission: February 15 - March 19 (Feast of St. Joseph):  

daily Mass with prayers and reflections centered on St. Joseph;  

consecration to St. Joseph on March 19 

Holy Thursday Mass: April 1, 7pm* 

Good Friday: April 2, 9am, 3pm* 

Holy Saturday Basket Blessing: April 3, 12pm 

Easter Vigil: April 3, 9pm* 

Easter Sunday: April 4, 8am, 10am*, 12pm, 5pm 

* These celebrations will also be live-streamed 

 +Yours in Christ, 

  Fr. Mitch 

 

https://stm.caedm.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZSAygs1yQAwRwU-wIq9l-w
https://www.facebook.com/stthomasmoreyeg/


 

 

On February 11th, all grade 8 students from the  

Edmonton Catholic School District and other Cath-

olic Districts connected virtually to the 5th annual 

Father Michael “Catfish” Mireau “Youth Faith Day”. 

Father Catfish was loved by students, families and staff. 

During his lifetime, his passion and mission was to connect with 

the youth & share with them how God’s love is present every-

day in our modern world. 

The theme of “Faith Day” was “Serve Like a Superhero!” 

 
We have been preparing for it in their Religion classes at 
school and with those learning remotely. This event featured 
greetings from our Chief Superintendent and Board of Trustees, 
a Liturgy of the Word with Father Glenn and Father Julian, and 
Ice Breakers, Activities, as well as Keynote Addresses by Steve 
Angrisano, who is a widely acclaimed singer, songwriter and 
storyteller. 
 
This was a special faith formation opportunity  
for our grade 8 students. 

Father Catfish always dreamed of Grade 8 students having  

a special day for themselves, as Catholic youth to celebrate  

who they are and who they can become! This was definitely  

a day that the grade 8’s will cherish forever. 



 

 

 

Some Highlights from the Special Day… 



 

 

 

    Valentine’s Day  

          Highlights... 



 

 

 

   St. Patrick’s Day 
         Wednesday, March 17th  

March is always an exciting month. 

This year, St. Patrick’s Day is on a Wednesday. We 

look forward to the possibilities of the “wee folk” 

visiting us over the weekend in celebration of the 

Irish and in honour of St. Patrick’s Day. On this day, 

everyone wants to be Irish! In the spirit of the  

day, we are asking everyone to be dressed in their 

favorite shade of green on Wednesday, March 17th.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
With the recent weather changes, there has been a noticeable 
increase in traffic. As safety of our students is the utmost priority, 
we encourage parents to take a moment to review and adhere to 
these key points when driving their child to/from MFO. 
 
 U-Turns and Jaywalking are not safe or  

legal anywhere in the School Zone. 
 Avoid dropping off or picking up your child in the  
   middle of the street. 
 Avoid blocking any driveways, allow time in case  
   you need to park a bit farther away and plan your routes  
   appropriately and considerately. 
 Parking in marked crosswalks zones is a significant  
    safety issue and endangers children using the  
    crosswalk as they are less visible to oncoming traffic. 

We have received a complaint from ETS regarding  
parents parking in a marked ETS bus stop. We ask that par-
ents be patient and respect the ETS bus stops as well as all 
other traffic signage.  
As parents/guardians, we can all contribute in some way to 
ensure safety and improve traffic flow around the school and 
surrounding area.  

Safety is everyone’s responsibility. 
  



 

  

Thursday, March 25th is a full day of classes 

Friday, March 26th dismissal is at 11:53am 

There will be NO  CLASSES 

for students: 

March 29th-April 5th 

Classes resume on Tuesday, April 6th 

 

 


