
  

 

  

Welcome to November! 

Greetings and Gratitude! 

We are so grateful for all the support and work done to have our students safe and learning here at Monsignor 
Fee Otterson.  There are many great things going on in the classes.  One thing I’m very impressed with at MFO is 
the reading culture I see daily.  Seeing classes come to the library set up in the halls and watching the reading 
opportunities taking place in the classrooms, I see students who value the skill of reading in their lives.  That is 
also well supported from home when you take time to read with your children, share stories, and provide time in 
your family life for reading.  Thank you for passing along the gift of reading and literacy! 

As we move through the month of November, we are transitioning into the colder weather. It is still good for us 
to be outside and get fresh air, so it is important to come dressed for the weather.  We will still be heading 
outside for recess breaks and some of our physical education times.  When wind chill is below -20 degrees, then 
we will stay inside for the recess breaks (and we know that is coming soon). 

Thanks to our student Leadership Team for organizing a wonderful Pumpkin Decorating activity and leading our 
Halloween parade.  We were able to have a great feeling in the building even though we were staying with our 
classes.  The atrium was set up with lights and pumpkins and students danced past a camera that was broadcast 
out to the whole school to see the great costumes that came in that day.  Thanks also to the families who sent in 
treat for the students.  It was very much appreciated. 

We also give thanks for the gift of Catholic Education.  We are privileged to be able to offer Catholic Education in 
our province as a part of the public education choices available to families.  Thanks for choosing us!  This Sunday 
is Catholic Education Sunday! 

Otter Volleyball & Curling 

Thanks to all the coaches who are spending time working with many of our junior high students on volleyball and 
curling skills.  We have a senior girls and a senior boys team for volleyball that are competing in league play.  For 
our junior program, we decided to give many students the opportunity to play through an in-house league.  It is 
great to see so many students choosing to come early to school and play.  The curling teams have also started 
practice and the league play begins very soon. 

Remembrance Celebration  

On Wednesday, November 10 at 11:00 am, we will hold our school’s Remembrance Day celebration virtually 
throughout our school.  It is an important day to remember those who gave their lives in service to our country 
and helped give us the opportunity to live in a free and safe country.  We also thank those who continue to serve.  
Poppies will be distributed to students on that day.  Please send in a small donation that we will send to the 
Legion in support of the many programs that support our country’s veterans. 

 



 

 

  

 

Mental Health 

One focus for our school this year is in promoting positive mental health for our students and staff.   A key priority 
is creating learning environments where students feel safe and supported. It is important to promote positive 
mental health and recognize how students may be experiencing increased social, mental, and emotional distress 
associated with COVID-19.  Our division is gathering resources and has some quick videos done in conjunction with 
Alberta Health Services on common topics.  Check out this month’s video: Toxic and Tolerable Stress: Developing 
Healthy Coping Strategies 

Our students in grade 4 to 9 completed a Mental Health survey last month and we will be meeting with classes to 
go over the results and share strategies.  One good news result from the survey was that 93.1% of our students 
feel their parent supports them with their mental health and well-being.   

School Council and Parent Fundraising 

1. Orders are now open for our Winter 2021 Poinsettia and Plant Fundraiser.  All ordering is online at 
ottersonschool.growingsmilesfundraising.com   
Orders must be submitted by November 15, 2021 and delivery of the plant orders will be on December 2, 
2021 at MFO front entrance.  

2. We will be having another Ultimate Pizza Party Fundraiser for your family’s dinner plans. The MFO School 
Council & Parent Fundraising Association has teamed up with Panago South Ellersllie for a great 
fundraising opportunity. Panago will provide families with  15% off their order and donate an additional 
15% of the order to the school. This is a wonderful way to raise money for the school, celebrate, and 
support a local business.    

 Order online at www.panago.com and use code SCHOOL15 or call 310-0001 to place your order  
               over the phone. 
 
 Important Dates for November 

November 7 – turn your clocks back for the Daylight Savings change 
 -Catholic Education Sunday  

November 10 – Remembrance Day Celebration 
 Photo Retakes – for students who missed or need a retake of their school photo 

November 11 – 15 - Remembrance Day and Fall Break – NO SCHOOL 

November 16 – return to school 

November 15 – 19 - Métis Week 

November 26 – Holodomor Memorial Day 

Coming in December:   

December 2 – Parent Teacher conferences – a chance to meet with your child’s teacher and get an update on the 
learning progress 

December 7 – School Council and Parent Fundraising Association meetings 

 
 
 

https://youtu.be/ciiJE6Ph9VQ
https://youtu.be/ciiJE6Ph9VQ
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fottersonschool.growingsmilesfundraising.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cpatrick.Lema%40ecsd.net%7C5d175e3de1de4174259108d99d587974%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637713826679123917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9NoR%2BBQz6taGJFOEWRXxVbHeMtZPTmESYyGp489orz0%3D&reserved=0
http://www.panago.com/


  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
November 2021            Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  

Matthew 5:9  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The month of November is one which is permeated with solemnity and deep reflection. We begin the month with All Saints’ 
and All Souls’ Days and reflect upon humankind’s journey to God’s kingdom. On Remembrance Day, our thoughts turn to 
those who have made the greatest of sacrifices to bring peace to the world. We end the month by commemorating 
Holodomor, the Ukrainian genocide under the Stalin regime. This can be quite a heavy mindset for the month, but it provides 
us with good opportunities to reflect on our own lives. In 2018, Pope Francis released an apostolic exhortation, Gaudete and 
Exsultate (Rejoice and be Glad), which was a call to holiness in our lives. It is a call to us to use our unique and special gifts to 
live our lives with love and bear witness in everything we do. Our Religious Education Department created summaries of each 
of the chapters of this exhortation to help unpack its meaning. You can find them, and so many other wonderful faith 
resources in the Faith Alive section of our public website.  

The call to serve in political office is a special vocation. On the heels of the municipal election, we are so pleased to have so 
many of our Board of Trustees back for another term. This Board has served as effective and thoughtful advocates and 
stewards of Edmonton Catholic Schools. I know that the next four years will continue to be highly collaborative, insightful, 
innovative, and respectful. Please join me in congratulating Terry Harris (Ward 71), Sandra Palazzo (Ward 72), Debbie Engel 
(Ward 74), Alene Mutala (Ward 75), Lisa Turchansky (Ward 76), and Laura Thibert (Ward 77). Ward 73 is without a trustee at 
this time. We will share more information regarding next steps to the vacancy as they unfold. In the interim, the schools in 
Ward 73 have all been assigned to other trustees as follows:  
 
Terry Harris: St. Bernadette, St. Nicholas, St. Jerome  
Sandra Palazzo: Father Leo Green, JJ Bowlen, St. Dominic  
Debbie Engel: St. Elizabeth Seton, St. Maria Goretti  
Alene Mutala: St. Alphonsus, Ben Calf Robe/St. Clare, St. Francis of Assisi  
Lisa Turchansky: St. Gerard, St. Vladimir, St. Leo  
Laura Thibert: Cardinal Collins Clareview, St. Bonaventure, Anne Fitzgerald  

November 7 is Catholic Education Sunday. The theme for the year, which is established by the Bishops of Alberta and the 
Northwest Territories, is Catholic Education: Rebuild, Restore, Renew Together. In their letter for the day, they share that  

“(Catholic Education Sunday) provides us with an opportunity to recognize the vibrant faith that is the foundation of our 
Catholic schools and encourages us to reflect with gratitude on the countless blessings to be found within the Catholic 
educational community. You can read their full letter by clicking here. ECSD is very excited to be piloting a Fall Break for the 
first time from November 11-15, 2021. We hope that this opportunity for a break in the hectic pace of everyone’s busy lives 
will be restorative and rejuvenating for all. 

I leave you with a final thought from Pope Francis that reflects our call to holiness: “The response of faith demands that we be 
active in our love for God and in our love of neighbour.” (10/29/21)  

Sincerely,  
Robert Martin, Chief Superintendent 
                                                                  LUMEN CHRISTI Catholic Education Centre 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html
https://www.ecsd.net/page/16514/from-the-vatican
https://www.ecsd.net/page/16514/from-the-vatican
https://www.ecsd.net/page/16514/from-the-vatican
https://www.ecsd.net/page/16775/faith-alive
https://www.ecsd.net/page/16775/faith-alive
https://www.ecsd.net/_ci/p/11546/catholic-education-sunday
https://www.ecsd.net/_ci/p/11546/catholic-education-sunday

