
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 

 

  Greetings and Gratitude! 
 We are so grateful for all the support and work done to have our students safe and 
learning here at Monsignor Fee Otterson.  There are many great things going on in the 
classes.  One thing I’m very impressed with at MFO is the reading culture I see daily.  
Seeing classes come to the library set up in the halls and watching the reading 
opportunities taking place in the classrooms, I see students who value the skill of reading 
in their lives.  That is also well supported from home when you take time to read with 
your children, share stories, and provide time in your family life for reading.  Thank you 
for passing along the gift of reading and literacy! 
 
As we move through the month of November, we are transitioning into the colder 
weather. It is still good for us to be outside and get fresh air, so it is important to come 
dressed for the weather.  We will still be heading outside for recess breaks and some of 
our physical education times.  When wind chill is below -20 degrees, then we will stay 
inside for the recess breaks (and we know that is coming soon). 
 
Thanks to our student Leadership Team for organizing a wonderful Pumpkin Decorating 
activity and leading our Halloween parade.  We were able to have a great feeling in the 
building.  The atrium was set up with lights and pumpkins and students danced past a 
camera that was broadcast out to the whole school to see the great costumes that came 
in that day.  Thanks also to the families who sent in treat for the students.  It was very 
much appreciated. 
 
We also give thanks for the gift of Catholic Education.  We are privileged to be able to 
offer Catholic Education in our province as a part of the public education choices 
available to families.  Thanks for choosing us!  This Sunday is Catholic Education Sunday! 
 
   Pat Lema 
    Principal 
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Change in Reporting Standards  
Recently, our Division has made a change in the way parents of elementary 
students will receive information on your children’s progress and achievement.  
We had been telling parents to check PowerSchool for updates and teachers 
would put their assessment in regularly.  This has now changed and our 
elementary teachers will be working on ways to communicate with you how the 
students are doing. 
 
There will be parent teacher interviews on November 24 and again on March 16.  
This will be a time to come in and meet with the teacher and get an update on 
how students are doing.  Information on how to sign up for Parent Teacher 
interviews on the afternoon and evening of November 24 will be sent out soon. 
 
Then in January, there will be a report card available again for you.  It will have 
each subject and also an overview of how your child is doing in their work at 
school.   We received feedback that parents would appreciate this report card 
again. 
Junior high parents can still log in to PowerSchool to see assignments and test 
scores.  There will also be the time for interviews on November 24.   
More details to come soon. 
 
 

Otter Volleyball & Curling 
Thanks to all the coaches who are spending time working with many of our junior 
high students on volleyball and curling skills.  We have a senior girl and a senior 
boys team for volleyball that are competing in league play as well as tournaments.  
We also have a junior team for girls and boys that will be competing in league play 
as well.  The curling teams have also started practice and the league play begins 
very soon.  We look like we will be able to field 3 teams for this curling season. 
 

   
 
 
 



 
Remembrance Celebration  
 
 
On Thursday, November 10 at 11:00 am, we will hold our school’s Remembrance 
Day celebration at our school. It is an important day to remember those who gave 
their lives in service to our country and helped give us the opportunity to live in a 
free and safe country.  We also thank those who continue to serve. Poppies will be 
distributed to students on that day. Please send in a small donation that we will 
send to the Legion in support of the many programs that support our country’s 
veterans. 
 

 
 

 
 
Mental Health                             
 
One focus for our school this year is in promoting positive mental health for our 
students and staff.   A key priority is creating learning environments where 
students feel safe and supported. It is important to promote positive mental 
health and recognize how students may be experiencing increased social, mental, 
and emotional distress associated with COVID-19.   
Our students in grade 4 to 9 completed a Mental Health survey last month and we 
will be meeting with classes to go over the results and share strategies.  One good 
news result from the survey was that 94% of grade 4-6 students and 89% of junior 
high students feel that their school supports them in setting goals for themselves.   
 
 
Scent Awareness 
 
Please have students leave any deodorant sprays or perfumes that spray at home.  
We have students whose health is impacted by the spray left in the air if these are 
sprayed at school.  Your help in keeping all our students safe is appreciated.   
 
 
 



 

 
School Council and Parent Fundraising 
 
 
We have 2 fundraisers to choose from for this Christmas season! 
Our Winter Plant Fundraiser is back for 2022! 
These plants are great for Christmas and Winter decor and gift ideas. 
We have poinsettias, wreaths, table centerpieces and outdoor 
arrangements.  
 

https://ottersonschool.growingsmilesfundraising.com/home 
ORDER plants ONLINE until November 17th! 
Delivery is December 1st, 2022. 
 Time to be determined. 
 
For the 2022 Christmas season we also have Purdy’s chocolates to 
order, if that is more your style! Great for gifts! 
Here is the link for the MFO - Purdys Holiday Fundraiser Catalogue to 
order: https://fundraising.purdys.com/1501728-99019 
 
  
 
 
ORDER chocolates ONLINE until November 13th! 
Order pickup is Saturday, December 3rd in the MFO parking lot 
between 11:00am - 1:00pm (look for a white Toyota Sienna).  
Thank you for supporting the MFO school community!   
 
 

 
 

https://ottersonschool.growingsmilesfundraising.com/home
https://fundraising.purdys.com/1501728-99019


 
 

The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to MFO! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note our Book Fair hours:  
  

Wednesday, November 23rd 12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Thursday, November 24th  8:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Friday, November 25th  8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Monday, November 28th  8:30 a.m. -12:00p.m. 

 
  

Our Book Fairs connect students to books they want to read. To 
help your child find the newest and best books, he or she will visit 
the Fair during class time.  
 
Thank you for encouraging your child to read. By purchasing 
books and supporting our Book Fair, you enable our school to 
obtain new resources for our school and classroom libraries. We 
look forward to seeing you at the Book Fair! 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
November 4th – School Nursing team in for vaccinations for grade 6 
and 9 students 
 
November 6th – turn your clocks back for the Daylight  
Savings change   
– Catholic Education Sunday  
 
November 9th – Photo Retake Days 
 
November 10th – Remembrance Day Celebration 
 
November 11th – 15th - Remembrance Day and Fall Break 
 – NO SCHOOL 
 
November 16th – return to school 
 
November 24th – Parent Teacher conferences – a chance to meet 
with your child’s teacher and get an update on the learning progress. 
(1:00pm-4:00pm and 5:00pm-8:00pm) 
 
November 30th – 7:00pm – School Council and Parent Fundraising 
Association meetings in our staffroom and online. 
 
 
   



 
 
 
 
 
 
November 2022 
 
In every age, peace is both a gift from on high and the fruit of a shared 
commitment. Indeed, we can speak of an “architecture” of peace, to which 
different institutions of society contribute, and an “art” of peace that 
directly involves each one of us. All can work together to build a more 
peaceful world, starting from the hearts of individuals and relationships in 
the family, then within society and with the environment, and all the way up 
to relationships between peoples and nations. 

Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for the Celebration of the 55th World 
Day of Peace 
 
November is a month which has so many events that draw our eyes to the 
concept of peace. We only need turn on the television today, or look at social 
media, and we see that there is much turmoil around us. Whether we are 
marking solemn memorials of Remembrance Day or Holodomor or looking at 
current events, we are called to examine how we can be agents of peace. The 
quote from Pope Francis’ message provides a good framework for our 
reflection this month. We can ask ourselves how we are building peace within 
ourselves, our relationships, society, and with Creation. Peace does not just 
happen in these domains; it requires intentionality and commitment.  

We are so pleased to have a break for all schools this November. Our learning 
from the pilot last year was that families and staff alike benefited from having 
the opportunity for a bit of a longer break to rest and rejuvenate. This year, 
the break runs from November 11-15 inclusive, with classes resuming on the 
16th. I hope you all enjoy this time.  

 

 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace/documents/20211208-messaggio-55giornatamondiale-pace2022.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace/documents/20211208-messaggio-55giornatamondiale-pace2022.html


 

Our Division held a Community of School Councils meeting on October 24 to 
gather feedback as we prepare to establish priorities for the 2023-26 planning 
cycle. Special thanks to all the parents, guardians, and principals who joined 
us to share their perspectives.  

November 6th marks Catholic Education Sunday this year. It is a good time for 
us all to reflect on the gift of publicly funded Catholic education that we enjoy 
in the province of Alberta. The Catholic Bishops of Alberta and the Northwest 
Territories have issued a letter to mark the day. I will leave you with a thought 
from our shepherds: “As citizens in one of only three provinces and two 
territories with publicly funded Catholic education, we need to recognize the 
blessing, responsibility, and opportunity we have been afforded to lead our 
young people to Jesus Christ and form them in the faith of his Church. Within 
an increasingly secularistic society, parents are seeking a genuine Catholic 
education for their children. They entrust them to the educators, trustees, 
clergy and Catholic community, in the expectation that all will collaborate 
effectively to ensure that our young people encounter the love of God 
revealed in Christ. Let us all joyfully accept this challenge!”  

 

Have a blessed November!  

Yours in Christ,  
 
Robert Martin, Chief Superintendent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://eeparchy.com/2022/10/11/a-message-for-catholic-education-sunday/


 


