
 
New Year's Prayer 

Let us live each day in the most loving ways, the God-conscious way. Let us serve all who are in need, 
regardless of race, colour or creed. ... May your year be filled with peace, prosperity and love. May God's 

blessings shower upon you and bestow upon each of you a bright, healthy and peaceful new year. 

We are blessed to see our students every day and teachers are working diligently, helping them to learn 
and keeping them safe. Parents/Guardian, we miss seeing you around the school, but know that the work 
you do at home to prepare your children to learn makes a difference at school. Some days it is not easy 

to get your child ready to learn, but your efforts are appreciated. I would also like to take this time to thank 
the staff at Our Lady of Peace. They are there to walk along the path of our students and despite the 

risks, they invest their time and energy into making our students better stewards of this earth. We are truly 
fortunate to have outstanding students, families, and staff members at Our Lady of Peace. We hope you 
enjoyed the time together as a family and treasured every moment. The greatest gift of God’s Son is best 
experienced as a family. May God bless us all in a safe return to school and to work! Wishing everyone a 

very happy New Year. 

Pancake Breakfast 

We would like to thank a Philanthropic organization, under the direction of Jackie Fetter for 
 providing our students with a pancake breakfast on December 13. These events display the 
 caring nature of our community we all live in together and we thank them wholeheartedly. 

School Fees 

School Fees are now past due. Please go onto Parent PowerSchool and pay the $20. If you are 
having financial difficulties, please call the office and we can offer payment plans. These fees 
help provide resources for your children. It is much appreciated. 

Cold Weather 

A reminder to parents to dress their children appropriately for the wintry weather. All our students 
are required to go outside for recess (down to -20 C, including windchill). They will have more fun 
playing outdoors if they are dressed warmly. They need to get fresh air and have an exercise 
break. Fresh air and activity ensure better health and better learning! Please ensure your child 
has warm gloves or mittens, nylon shells help keep hands warm and dry, dry socks and boots, a 
warm hat or tuque goes a long way towards keeping a body warm. Thank you for your support. 

Christmas Toys 

Christmas is an exciting time, and we know students like to showcase all their new presents. We 
are asking that ALL toys stay at home. Toys often become lost or broken leaving our children and 
parents disappointed. We thank you for your attention to this. 

Christmas Performances 

If you have not already done so, please visit our website at the link below to view your child’s 
Christmas performance. A huge thank you to Ms. Phillion and Mr. Cordero for their work on this, 
and all the students and staff for their time creating such lasting memories. 
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Attendance and Punctuality 

Students need to be at school consistently and on time. Students are more likely to succeed in 
academics when they attend. When students fall behind for lack of attendance, they may feel 
anxious returning to school, knowing they do not understand the material covered or the routines 
established; this may cause a child’s self-esteem to diminish and increase anxiety. Not only does 
academic achievement decrease with lack of attendance, but so do peer interactions. Friendships 
are essential, as well as learning how to interact with others. When children are absent from 
school, they may lose touch with friends and find it difficult to re-engage once they come back. If 
you need help getting your child to school, please call the school for assistance. 

School Council 

Our next school council meeting will be in January. A SWIFT message will be sent out with the 
meeting link. We look forward to seeing you. 

Final Thoughts 

Now that the New Year is upon us, we reflect on the first four months of this school year. While 
many events needed to be cancelled due to health restrictions, we were able to adapt. We are 
looking forward to hosting unique educational and cultural experiences for all Our Lady of Peace 
School community members. Here are some of our many highlights. 

Meet the Teacher Virtual event. Teachers recorded a brief message and there was a short 
video for parents to watch. 

Orange Shirt Day. This year every student received an orange shirt and all students participated 
in activity where they made a heart garden outside of the portable. 

Tipi Teachings. Under the leadership of Ms. Phillion and Mr. Ealey, we have begun Tipi 
teachings to instruct our students in virtues that will help them continue to grow as strong citizens 
in our community.  

Moving in the Hallways. This program continues to be active, this year we added both to our 
floors and our walls and you can see students always “moving in the hallways”. 

Métis Week. Many activities and lessons were shared with teachers and students. 

Liturgical Celebrations. School Opening Mass, Thanksgiving mass, grade 4 Bible celebration 
Remembrance Day Celebration, Advent Celebrations and Blessing of the Wreaths 

School Council Meetings. We had a socially distanced in-person meeting. Future meetings will 
likely be virtual; watch for meeting notices. 



 
Read in Week. We had many virtual guest readers both live and recorded. Some included news 
and radio personalities as well as professional athletes and staff family members. 

Halloween Parade. We had a fun, successful virtual parade. All the students were able to share 
their costumes with the school.  

School Clubs. Braided Journeys was able to host a grade 6 club as well as we had organized 
our first Mental Health Club 

Social Justice. Kindergarten students made ornaments for Seniors, and we had a school-wide 
food drive.  

Theme Days. Students organized Crazy hair day and dress ‘Christmassy Day’ as well as yoga 
and cookie decorating. Other theme days are coming up; watch for them. 

APPLE Flex and Christmas Party Flex Days. These fun and educational days are much 
appreciated even with classroom confined activities, virtual sharing added to the fun. 

Toonies for Turkeys. Students and their families raised $360 for this event. Thank you all for 
your contributions  

Report Cards and Parent/Teacher interviews. We have moved to continuous progress 
reporting. Please go to PowerSchool to review your child(ren)’s progress. If you have any 
questions or concerns, email your child’s teacher.  

Sports Teams. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we have not set up any sports teams. 

Christmas Performances. Ms. Phillion worked with the classes to construct a virtual Christmas 
Concert. Due to COVID-19 restrictions creating challenges, alternative methods were needed. 
These Christmas Performances are posted to our website 

Field Trips. While out of school events have been cancelled thus far; virtual field trips are 
happening.  

Face-to-face ministries. Face-to-face Ministries presented for a day of inspiring faith activities 
for all grades.  

Indigenous Learning Services. Ms. Lyndsey Chamberlain hosted and facilitated guests from 
Indigenous Learning Service in sharing their many gifts and talents. We were fortunate to have 
Mr. Gary Gagnon come in during October and November to share his knowledge through story-
telling. Ms. Erin will continue to share her teachings and experience of Pow Wow dances and 
other exciting activities. 

Social Media. We will continue to make efforts to post all that we do on our Social Media 
accounts. Please follow us on: 

• Twitter: @OurLadyofPeace1 
• Instagram: ourladyofpeaceecsd 
• Facebook: OurLadyofpeaceschool Edmonton 

 



 
 

Assurance Survey 

Please take a few minutes to respond to the survey sent from Chief Superintendent Robert 
Martin. If you have already responded, thank you for your participation.  

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

The Edmonton Catholic School Division is committed to providing quality Catholic education. Edmonton Catholic 
Schools believes it is important to engage stakeholders and greatly values your opinions. As a result, the Edmonton 
Catholic School Division is conducting surveys with our parents/guardians, students, and staff to gather feedback. 
Your feedback is used by our schools, departments, Division, and government to see what is working and what needs 
to be improved. It allows everyone (parents/guardians, school staff, Division staff, and students) to respond to 
successes and challenges together.  

The parent/guardian survey will be conducted online. Parents/guardians are requested to fill out a survey for each child 
registered in the Division by logging into PowerSchool (https://powerschool.ecsd.net) and then clicking on the ECSD 
Assurance Survey icon on the left-hand side. Please respond to each child’s survey from the point of view of that child’s 
educational experience. The survey is now open and will close on Friday, January 28th, 2022 at midnight.  Please 
complete the survey and add your voice to the future of Catholic education in your child’s school and Edmonton 
Catholic Schools.  Your participation in this survey is appreciated! 

 


