
 

 

Administrators Message 
 
Dear Parents & Guardians,  
 
We hope that everyone is having a restful and relaxing spring break and enjoying some 
time outdoors in the sunshine. During this season we hope you take the time to reflect 
and celebrate this holy time with your families and experience the new life that Jesus 
will give us on Easter.  
 
A reminder that there is no school on April 5th (Easter Monday) and that classes will 
resume on Tuesday April 6th.  
 
Our Kindergarten classes are quickly filling up. We have limited spots remaining so iF 
you have a child starting Kindergarten in the fall please register online as soon as pos-
sible. We also want to remind our families that if you have a 3 or 4 year old child, we 
have Beaux Esprits Play School right in our school and they have some spots remain-
ing for September. The play school offers a half day play based program with a gentle 
introduction to French. If you have questions or need assistance with online registration 
or with contacting Beaux Esprits, please call our office and we would be happy to assist 
you.  
 
We are looking forward to the last part of the year with our students. Spring always 
brings hope and new life as we start to see the grass turn green and the flowers begin 
to sprout.  
 
I wish you all a blessed Easter season, and leave you with a reflection from Pope Fran-
cis:  
“Let the risen Jesus enter your life, welcome him as a friend, with trust: he is life! If up till now you 
have kept him at a distance, step forward. He will receive you with open arms. If you have been indif-
ferent, take a risk: you won’t be disappointed. If following him seems difficult, don’t be afraid, trust 
him, be confident that he is close to you, he is with you and he will give you the peace you are look-
ing for and the strength to live as he would have you do.” (Pope Francis, Homily, 03/30/13) 

 
 
Yours in Catholic education, 

Mme Nicole Falcone-Dempsey    Mrs. Shelley Bell Mr. Russell Bennett  
Principal              Assistant Principal Assistant Principal 
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Easter Prayer 
 

Lord, the resurrection of Your Son will give us new life and re-
newed hope. Help us to live as new people in pursuit of the 

Christian ideal. Grant us wisdom to know what we must do, the 
will to want to do it, the courage to undertake it, the persever-

ance to continue to do it, and the strength to complete it.  
Amen 
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APRIL 2021 
April 2 Good Friday 

April 5 Easter Monday—No school 

April 6 Classes Resume 

April 12 SAC Mtg.—4:30pm on ZOOM 

MAY 2021 
May 9 Mother’s Day 

May 24 Victoria Day  - No School 

May 26 Gr. 6 Round #2 Immunizations 

JUNE 2021 

June 20 Father’s Day 

June 21 National Indigenous People’s Day 

June 21 Year End Celebration (Virtual) 

June 21 Grade 6 Farewell—Format to be decided (in-person and online 
grade 6 students) 

June 24 Full Day for Kinder English and Grade 1-6, Last Day of class 
French Kinder  

June 25 Last Day of School for English Kindergarten and Grade 1-6—
Report Cards go Live at 3:00pm on Power School 

June 28 Staff Only in school 



 

 



 

 

ONLINE PARENT PORTAL LOG IN INFO 
 

If you do not have access to the Power School 
Parent Portal at https://powerschool.ecsd.net/
public/ please call the school for assistance and 
we will provide you with log in information. Once 
you receive your Parent Portal Login User ID and 
Password from our office, please go in and verify 
your child’s 2020-2021 registration.   
 
Some Important Items done on Power School: 
 
Registering for Grade 7 and the 2021-2022 
school year. (Essential and crucial to ensure stu-
dents are registered for the next school year.   
 
Fee Payment — All school fees have been post-
ed to all students power school accounts. At 
school and remote students have fees to pay. To 
see the breakdown of fees, visit our school web-
site. 
 
Fieldtrip Payments (Our fieldtrips are hosted on 
a user pay  model, meaning that students are ex-
pected to pay for the cost of the fieldtrip per their 
attendance.)  Some fieldtrips are sponsored by 
the school council, should they choose to help 
support that.    
 
Ongoing Reporting & Assessment ( As indicat-
ed in swift message, instructions on how to log in 
and view your child’s report card has been sent 
out, as such, please refer to that document for ad-
ditional information.)  
 
Transportation Information (This applies to fam-
ilies riding bus, who are required to pay for a 
monthly pass.)   

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 
The next OLOP School Council Meeting will 
be held on April 12th at 4:30pm. All parents 
are welcome to attend. The meeting will be 
held via zoom. Zoom link will be sent via email 
one week prior. 

PATHS IN OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parents…..do you ever experience the situation 
where you ask your child why he/she is upset, but 
they don’t answer? 
 
Just like adults, children of middle elementary 
years often need time to be alone and think about 
what they are feeling or experiencing. They may 
not want to feel rushed or they may not be ready 
to share.  
 
Let them know that you are available when they 
are ready to talk. When the child does begin to 
discuss his/her feelings, let them know you are 
listening by using eye contact, nodding as he/she 
speaks and using comments such as “I see.”  
 
This is showing them that you are present and 
care about what they have to share.  
 
This supportive approach helps to build a stronger 
relationship amongst you and your child. 

PARENT INFORMATION 

COBBS BREAD CALLINGWOOD & GRANVILLE 
 

Our Lady of the Prairies continues to have a partnership with COBBS bread in Callingwood Plaza 
and West Granville. When you purchase any items from them mention Our Lady of the Prairies 
School and that your children attend here and they will give us 5% back to use towards technolo-
gy purchases. Every little bit helps, so please help us out with this endeavor.  
 

REGISTRATION FOR 2021-2022 
 
Registration is well underway. If you have a child 
entering kindergarten visit ecsd.net to register 
your child.  



 

 



 

 



 

 

April 2021 
 

“Today the Church’s proclamation echoes throughout the world: “Jesus Christ is risen!” – “He is truly ris-
en!”. 

Like a new flame this Good News springs up in the night: the night of a world already faced with epochal 
challenges and now oppressed by a pandemic severely testing our whole human family. In this night, the 

Church’s voice rings out: “Christ, my hope, has arisen!” 
 (Pope Francis, Urbi et Orbi message, 04/12/20) 

  
 

A year ago, Pope Francis gave an Easter address and blessing that still resonates very deeply with our 
global circumstance today.  He spoke of the impact of the pandemic on our lives and issued a call to us to 
work together, to shed our indifference, and to let the triumph of Christ in his glory shine through in our 
hearts and our lives.  We are an Easter people, and we will work together to bring living witness to our 
faith with hope and joy! 
 
On March 24, our Board of Trustees passed our 2022-2025 Capital Plan.  This plan identifies the Divi-
sion’s highest priority school facility requirements for the forthcoming three-year period. For each year of 
the plan, projects are listed in order of priority. This plan will be submitted to Alberta Education so that they 
are aware of our needs when they are deciding on building schools across the province.  You can view our 
Capital Plan by visiting www.ecsd.net or by clicking here. 
 
We are pleased to announce that Edmonton Catholic Schools will be consolidating all of its departments, 
with the exception of Facility Services, to one central location! We want to ensure that we can maximize 
funding to our schools and classrooms rather than supporting old and inefficient infrastructure. We are ful-
filling a commitment to find operational efficiencies and financial savings for the entire Division.  ECSD has 
purchased the building known as the 50

th
 Street Atria (9405 – 50 Street), and this will bring together more 

than 300 Division employees under one roof, reducing our administrative physical footprint by 12 per cent.  
The purchase, which uses only Capital Reserves, will see us saving over a million dollars a year in opera-
tions and maintenance.  We will also be selling the 5 administrative buildings that are currently being used 
to bolster the Capital Reserves.  Click here to learn more about this innovative project. 
  
Thank you to all our families for sharing your learning intentions for the 2021-2022 school year.  We are 
approaching the fall with the hope that we will be out of the grip of the pandemic and families will be com-
fortable with in-person learning.  We are pleased to share that over 97% of our families have indicated that 
they plan to return to in-person learning in September. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/urbi/documents/papa-francesco_20200412_urbi-et-orbi-pasqua.html
http://www.ecsd.net
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1510/three-year-capital-plan
https://www.ecsd.net/page/15972/new-lumen-christi-catholic-education-centre


 

 

In the fall of 2020, ECSD hired an independent research team to evaluate our School Resource Officer 
(SRO) program in order to identify its strengths and to make recommendations on its areas for 
growth.  The team is composed of 3 researchers from the University of Alberta, University of Toronto, and 
Carleton University. This year long study will explore how the current SRO Program impacts various areas 
of interest such as school safety, student engagement, crime, diversion from the justice system and diver-
sion from Child and Family Service involvement.  It will also explore the experience of students, parents, 
staff, and officers through a mixed methods approach.  Families in schools that have an SRO will receive 
more information directly from the Division about participation in the study in the upcoming months. 
 
Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, last fall. 
This month, our Division Chaplain Father Julian Bilyj writes about chapter 7, Paths of Renewed Encoun-
ter, and chapter 8, Religions at the Service of Fraternity in our World. The article is included as an accom-
paniment to this newsletter. 
 
Since this month marks the final installment of our Fratelli Tutti  
journey, I will leave you with one of the prayers that Pope Francis shares in the encyclical: 
  
A Prayer to the Creator 
Lord, Father of our human family, 
you created all human beings equal in dignity: 
pour forth into our hearts a fraternal spirit 
and inspire in us a dream of renewed encounter, 
dialogue, justice and peace. 
Move us to create healthier societies 
and a more dignified world, 
a world without hunger, poverty, violence and war. 
May our hearts be open 
to all the peoples and nations of the earth. 
May we recognize the goodness and beauty 
that you have sown in each of us, 
and thus forge bonds of unity, common projects, 
and shared dreams. 
Amen. 
 
 
Have a joyous Easter season! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
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