
 

 

Administrators Message 
 
Dear Parents & Guardians,  
 
Where has the time gone? 
 
It is amazing that we are approaching Christmas. Sometimes we get too 
busy that we often forget about the true meaning of the Advent and the 
Christmas Season. We need to remember that the true meaning of this 
special season is that we are preparing for the birth of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. We, as a Catholic community are blessed to have the opportunity 
in our schools to celebrate and speak about this significant event in our 
church’s history.  
 
Thank you to all of our parents who attended our first Virtual Demonstra-
tion of Learning. It was wonderful to see everyone celebrating the ac-
complishments of their children and connecting with their child’s teacher. 
As well, thank you to our parents who supported our school through our 
first Virtual Book Fair! Please see your email about a couple more fund-
raisers we have going on that you can support us with online.  
 
 
At this time we ask God to bless the families and staff of École Our Lady 
of the Prairies and to fill their Christmas with Peace and Joy. We send 
special prayers to the Weis family as they navigate through this difficult 
time. May God bless all of you and keep you safe.   
 
Yours in Catholic Education, 

Mme Nicole Falcone-Dempsey Mrs. Shelley Bell Mr. Russell Bennett  
Principal              Assistant Principal Assistant Principal 
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    Christmas Prayer  
 

Father God, when your precious Son became a tiny baby in a 
stable in Bethlehem in poverty and simplicity, you changed 
our world. As we imagine those surroundings, we join with 
the shepherds and the wise men in wonder and praise. We 
thank you for our material lives, praise you for our spiritual 
lives, and trust in you for our eternal life.  

    Amen 
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DECEMBER 2020 

December 8 Canova Loaf Fundraiser deadline 

December 9 Grade 1 Christmas Craft In-school Field Trip 

December 11 All library books due 

December 15  Loaf orders go home with students 

December 17 Full day Kinder English and Grade 1-6, Regular Class for 
French kinder 

December 18 Half day for Kinder English and Grade 1-6, No school for French 
Kinder 

December 21-January 1  Christmas Vacation 

JANUARY 2021 
January 4-8 Classes Resume ONLINE 

January 8-15 Gr. 6 CTBS Testing 

January 11 In-person classes resume 

January 11 Kindergarten Registration begins for 2021-2022 

January 18 School Council Meeting via ZOOM—4:30pm 

January 21 PD Day—NO SCHOOL  For Students 

January 27 OPEN HOUSE—Format to be determined 

January 29 Electronic Report Cards Term #1 Posted on Power School  

FEBRUARY 2021 
February 15-19 Random Acts of Kindness Week 

February 15 Family Day—NO SCHOOL 

February 17 Ash Wednesday  

February 24 Pink Shirt Day 

February 25-26 Teachers Convention—NO SCHOOL  



 

 



 

 

ONLINE PARENT PORTAL LOG IN INFO 
 

If you do not have access to the Power School 
Parent Portal at https://powerschool.ecsd.net/
public/ please call the school for assistance and 
we will provide you with log in information. Once 
you receive your Parent Portal Login User ID and 
Password from our office, please go in and verify 
your child’s 2020-2021 registration.   
 
Some Important Items done on Power School: 
 
Verification of Student Registration Form 
(Essential and crucial to ensure emergency con-
tact numbers and medical information is up to 
date and current.)  
 
Fee Payment — All school fees have been post-
ed to all students power school accounts. At 
school and remote students have fees to pay. To 
see the breakdown of fees, visit our school web-
site. 
 
Fieldtrip Payments (Our fieldtrips are hosted on 
a user pay  model, meaning that students are ex-
pected to pay for the cost of the fieldtrip per their 
attendance.)  Some fieldtrips are sponsored by 
the school council, should they choose to help 
support that.    
 
Ongoing Reporting & Assessment ( As indicat-
ed in swift message, instructions on how to log in 
and view your child’s report card has been sent 
out, as such, please refer to that document for ad-
ditional information.)  
 
Transportation Information (This applies to fam-
ilies riding bus, who are required to pay for a 
monthly pass.)   

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 
The next OLOP School Council Meeting will 
be held on Monday, January 18 at 4:30pm. All 
parents are welcome to attend. The meeting 
will be held via zoom. Zoom link will be sent 
via email one week prior. 

 

PATHS IN OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parents…do your children ever have diffi-
culty calming down? 

You can use the control signals poster as a 
way to help your child get control of their 
behavior. 

Step 1 is the Red Light : STOP! Take a 
long, deep breath. Say the problem and 
how you feel. 

Step 2 is the Yellow Light: THINK! What 
can I do? Would it work? 

Step 3 is the Green Light: GO! Try out your 
solution. 

Your child is learning this way to solve 
problems in the classroom during our 
PATHS lessons. Using the same steps at 
home will help your child remember and 
follow these steps more often when they 
have a problem. Helping your child solve 
their own problems builds self esteem! 

PARENT INFORMATION 



 

 

December 2020 
 

When the darkness closes in, Come, Lord Jesus! 
Courage fails and hopes grow dim, Lord Jesus, come! 

Clear the shadows from our sight; set our troubled world aright 
Fill our eyes with radiant light. Lord Jesus come! 

(M.D. Ridge, Come, Lord Jesus) 
 
The lyrics of this Advent hymn are, perhaps, even more poignant this year as we prepare our 
hearts and our homes for the birth of our Saviour, Jesus.  Our world seems to be lonely and 
dark, and we are all overwhelmed by the seemingly unending pall of Covid-19 in our lives.  
As we turn our eyes towards Bethlehem in these upcoming weeks, let’s take the time to re-
flect upon the promise to be found in the baby Jesus.  God loves us, and that love is trium-
phant. Advent is a time of hope, and we need to let that hope permeate all aspects of our 
lives. 
 
Edmonton Catholic Schools’ Fine Arts team is a very creative group, and they have designed 
a beautiful online Advent experience for all to enjoy.  Starting on November 29, you will be 
able to “open a door” on our virtual arts Advent calendar each day.  You will experience 
weekly celebrations, art, performances, and Advent themed activities. Visit www.ecsd.net 
and click on the Art of Advent  graphic to learn more. 
 
Did you know that the Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ religion resource for grades 1-7 
has various resources to support your family’s Advent journey towards Christmas?  Click on 
the Pearson Advent Bulletin For Parents to find out exactly what those resources are. You 
can continue learning about Advent and Christmas at home by logging into the Student-
Home Website and finding these specific resources listed in the bulletin above. The 
username is ecsd99 and the password is Student99. 
 
The new Covid-19 measures that were announced on November 24 were a possibility that 
we have been preparing for.  We have known right from re-entry at the beginning of this 
school year that we needed to be able to pivot quickly between scenarios and we have plans 
in place to do so.  Unlike our experience in the spring, our junior and senior high students 
who are now moving online will be following their existing schedules and will participate in 
learning following regular school hours. You will receive more comprehensive communication 
on this pivot in the upcoming days.  Elementary families will receive information about the 
one-week pivot to online learning (January 4-8, 2021) before Christmas Break. 
 

http://www.ecsd.net
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pearsoncanadaschool.com%2Findex.cfm%3Flocator%3DPS3cJh&data=04%7C01%7CSusanna.Makale%40ecsd.net%7C3de5aef382a14a5977fc08d890ba779e%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C6374184778287
http://www.pearsoncanada.ca/growinginfaith/student-home
http://www.pearsoncanada.ca/growinginfaith/student-home


 

 

 

On November 25 at our Public Meeting, the Board of Trustees approved our 2019 – 
2020 Audited Financial Statements and our Annual Education Results Report (AERR).  
Historically, the AERR has been combined with our 3 Year Education Plan, however, we 
shared that plan, the Division Plan for Continuous Growth 2020-2023 in May.  As we 
join the rest of the province in shifting to an Assurance Framework, we will continue 
communicating these two documents separately.  We will share more with you about 
the shift to an Assurance Framework in the upcoming months. 
 
In his Midnight Mass homily last Christmas Eve, Pope Francis shared a beautiful piece 
of wisdom that I will leave you with:  “Dear brother, dear sister, if your hands seem emp-
ty, if you think your heart is poor in love, this night is for you. The grace of God has ap-
peared, to shine forth in your life. Accept it and the light of Christmas will shine forth in 
you.” 
 
Have a blessed Advent and a very Merry Christmas!    
 
Sincerely,  
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent  

https://www.ecsd.net/page/1507/audited-financial-statements?rf=2a8daa83-0033-4ec3-8577-67b65b848eff
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1507/audited-financial-statements?rf=2a8daa83-0033-4ec3-8577-67b65b848eff
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1512/three-year-strategic-education-plan-and-annual-education-results-report
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1509/division-plan-for-continuous-growth-2020-2023


 

 



 

 

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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6 7 
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CANOVA 
LOAF  

ORDER 
DEADLINE 

9 
 

GRADE 1 
CHRISTMAS 

CRAFT 
 IN-SCHOOL 
FIELD TRIP 

10 

 

11 
 

LIBRARY 
BOOKS DUE 

 

12 

13 14 15 
 

LOAF  
ORDERS 

GO HOME 
WITH  

STUDENTS 

16 17 
 

FULL DAY OF 
SCHOOL 

 
FRENCH 
KINDER 

REGULAR 
DAY  

18 
 

EARLY  
DISMISSAL 

 
NO FRENCH 

KINDER 
CLASS 

19 

20 21 22 
 

23 24 
 

25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

 DECEMBER 2020 

CHRISTMAS BREAK 
DECEMBER 21-JANUARY 1 

CLASSES RESUME JANUARY 4-11 (ONLINE) 
CLASSES RESUME JANUARY 11 (IN PERSON) 


