
Administrators’ Message

The season of Advent begins on Sunday,

November 28th.  Advent is the time of

preparing for Jesus’ arrival.   During Advent, we

are invited to reflect on the mystery that is the

incarnation and birth of the Christ Child. This

reflection reminds us that as we begin the

winter season, and approach the shortest,

darkest day of the year, there is hope in the

light of Jesus.

The division also invites you to the Art of Advent Calendar, which provides prayers and family

advent activities, as well as showcasing the many talents of students in the division.

What a great way for our families to celebrate Advent together!

Ecole Our Lady of the Prairies School staff wishes all our families a joyous Christmas season.

Mme Lorraine Sylvestre         Principal

Mme Candice Doucet            Assistant Principal

https://www.ecsd.net/page/38135/the-art-of-advent-2021
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Information Evening for New Registrations 2022-23
Ecole Our Lady of the Prairies School  will be holding a virtual Information Evening for our Early

Learning and Elementary programs for the 2022-2023 school year on January 26 at 6:00pm.

Information on our school and our programs is also found on our website.  Encourage your

friends and neighbors to join us for this event - you are our best advocates!  Online registration

for the 2022-2023 school year begins on January 10th, 2022.
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Twitter and Instagram Accounts

Follow us on Twitter at OLOPecsd

Follow us on Instagram at olopecsd

Yellow Bus Delays
Parents whose child/ren take the yellow bus can check for

delays at https://busplannerweb.ecsd.net/Alerts Parents can also download the BusPlanner

Delays app (Apple or Android) to receive notifications.

Cold Weather
During extremely cold (-20○ C) or rainy weather, students may enter the

school once supervision begins in the morning. The supervising teacher(s)

will monitor the students indoors. Please ensure that your child is

adequately dressed for outdoor recess.

Water bottles
This year, water fountains will again not be used in their traditional

fashion.  They will only be used to fill water bottles.  It is important

that students bring a water bottle from home, pre-filled, that they can

refill throughout the day. There are 2 water bottle filling stations in the

school.

https://busplannerweb.ecsd.net/Alerts
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Young Readers’ Choice Awards (YRCA) and Bataille des
bouquins
Edmonton Public Library once again presents the nominees for the Young

Reader’s Choice Awards and Bataille des bouquins . These are English and

French children’s choice book awards which always promise some very

interesting reading! The titles for both programs are available through EPL and

at the school.

School Advisory Council
The purpose of the School Council is to promote the exchange of ideas and involvement of

parents and school staff in matters relating to school programs and policy. Our School Council

sponsors and supports many fundraising activities in the school. The S.A.C. provides for

parents and staff, a vehicle for communication and an opportunity for positive support of the

educational vision of École Our Lady of the Prairies School. Our next meeting is Tuesday,

January 11th at 4:30pm. Watch for all the S.A.C. meetings as everyone is invited to attend.

Virtual Celebration of Learning
Thank you to all the families who joined us for the Virtual Celebration of Learning at the end of

November. This was a wonderful opportunity to share in your child’s accomplishments. We

are so proud of all their hard work!

Families can always monitor student progress through Parent PowerSchool. Please contact

the office if you have difficulty accessing this information or if you would like your password

reset.

https://www.epl.ca/yrca/
https://www.epl.ca/yrca/
https://www.epl.ca/bataille-des-bouquins/
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Advent Celebrations in the Classrooms
Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas.  Advent means

“coming” and during the Advent season, we wait for Jesus’ coming.

Beginning at the end of November, students will celebrate the

Advent season with their class. They will add a candle to the

Advent wreath each week leading up to Christmas - three purple

candles, and one pink candle. The four candles represent the four

weeks of Advent leading up to Christmas.  The four candles

symbolize hope, love, joy and peace.  On Christmas eve, the fifth

candle is added to the centre, to remind us that Jesus is the light of

the world.
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Gr 3B Classroom News
Bienvenue à 3B! The students have been working hard, and we are so excited to share our

learning with you!

In French Language Arts, the students have been

practicing how to properly structure their sentences

so that their ideas may be conveyed more easily.

They have been using technology to record

themselves several times throughout each unit to

view their progress. We have also been reading and

listening to many read-alouds and sharing our

opinions and feelings brought on by the stories. In our guided reading, we have been practicing a

variety of strategies to help with reading and comprehension.

In Language Arts, the students have been learning about story elements

and soon they will be starting their own narrative stories! Weekly journal

entries have been helping to build stamina in this area. Similar to French,

we are practicing a variety of strategies to help with reading and

comprehension.

In Math, we have added the thousand’s position in

numbers. The students have been representing

numbers from 0-1000 using base ten blocks, drawings

and with words. We are now starting to compare and

estimate larger numbers. Soon, we'll be adding and

subtracting numbers with up to 3 digits!
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In Science, we are currently learning about Hearing and Sound. We are exploring sounds in our

environment and how our ears detect these vibrations. We will be using sound-producing

devices to control different elements of sound (i.e. pitch, loudness or quality). We are even

exploring the anatomy of the ear.

In Social Studies, we have been learning about

four different countries: Peru, Tunisia, India and

Ukraine. We have been focusing on how human

activities are influenced by the geography of

these countries. The students are starting to

learn about the many goods and services

produced by these four communities.

Lastly, in Religion, Advent has arrived! The students have been preparing themselves and

learning about the meaning of Advent. We are taking this time to reflect and write in our journals

about important topics related to this festive season and more importantly how it relates to our

own personal faith.

Gr 4-6 Financial Literacy Information Sessions
ATB will be offering virtual financial literacy information sessions for our Grades 4 to 6 students.

The content of the sessions is tailored for each grade, with the concepts becoming more

challenging with an increase in grade. There are two sessions (30-45 minutes) per class which

will be both informative and interactive.

Grades 6A and 6B will learn about ‘Credit’ and

‘Budgeting’, Grade 5A will have a session on both

‘Everyday Banking’ and ‘Protecting Your Money’, and

Grades 4/5B and 4/5C will study ‘Savings’ and

‘Everyday Banking’. Please contact your child’s

teacher for more information.
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Hour of Code

We live in a world surrounded by technology. And we know that whatever field our students

choose to go into as adults, their ability to succeed will increasingly depend on understanding

how technology works.

But only a fraction of us are learning how technology works. Only

51% of all high schools teach computer science.

That’s why our entire school is joining in on the largest learning

event in history: The Hour of Code, during Computer Science

Education Week (December 6-12). More than 100 million students

worldwide have already tried an Hour of Code. Our Hour of Code

is making a statement that Our Lady of the Prairies is ready to

teach these foundational 21st-century skills. To continue bringing programming activities to

your students, we want to make our Hour of Code event huge. I encourage you to volunteer,

reach out to local media, share the news on social media channels and consider hosting

additional Hour of Code events in the community.

This is a chance to change the future of education in Edmonton!

See http://hourofcode.com/ca/en for details, and help spread the

word.

http://hourofcode.com/ca/en
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Edmonton Public Library Cards
The Edmonton Public Library Card Application is now online and can be accessed from

PowerSchool. If you would like a new or replacement Edmonton Public Library Card for your

child, please see below for instructions.  Please call the office if you are having difficulty

accessing this form or if you need your PowerSchool account password reset.
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School Hours 2021-2022
Grades 1 to 6 (English and French Immersion Programs)

ECS English Kindergarten Extended Experiences Program

\

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday Thursday

8:15am Entry Bell 8:15am Entry Bell

8:20am – 10:15am Instructional Time 8:20am – 10:15am Instructional Time

10:15am -10:30am Recess Break 10:15am -10:30am Recess Break

10:30am – 12:00pm Instructional Time 10:30am – 11:52am Instructional Time

12:00pm – 12:40pm Lunch Break & Recess 11:52am Dismissal

12:40pm Entry Bell

12:45pm – 2:00pm Instructional Time

2:00pm – 2:05pm Movement Break

2:05pm – 2:55pm Instructional Time

2:55pm Dismissal

ECS French Immersion Kindergarten 4-Day Program

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday

No class Thursday

Morning Class

8:15am Entry Bell

8:15am – 11:20am Instructional Time

11:20am Dismissal
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