
 

 

Administrators Message 
 
Dear Parents & Guardians,  
 
It’s hard to believe but we are now officially past the half-way point of this 
school year. You can see that the days are slowly getting longer and that may-
be spring is just around the corner.  
 
Our Grade 6 students have had some virtual visits from a few junior high 
schools with Programs of Choice which will continue into February, as well as 
from the feeder junior highs of HE Beriault (English Program) and Holy Cross 
(French Immersion). Our grade 6 students should be thinking about where they 
want to go next year based on their own personal educational journey. Take 
the time to participate in all the virtual open houses that are happening in the 
month of February so that your decision is an informed one.  
 
Our own online registration process has started for the 2021-2022 school year. 
We welcome all new families in our area to visit our website (https://
www.ecsd.net/8058) and complete their registration Also, information will be 
coming out so that our current families that will be returning next year can com-
plete this process electronically this year. It is imperative that parents tell us 
their intention so that we can staff accordingly.  
 
Please take the time to read all of the pages in this newsletter as there is a lot 
of important information regrading upcoming events and important dates. Have 
a wonderful month and hopefully the warmer weather will be back before you 
know it.  
 
 
Yours in Catholic education, 

Mme Nicole Falcone-Dempsey Mrs. Shelley Bell Mr. Russell Bennett  
Principal              Assistant Principal Assistant Principal 
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A Valentine Prayer  
 

I said a Valentine prayer for you and asked the Lord above to 
fill your heart and bless your soul with the precious gift of 
love. I asked Him for sincere love, the kind that's meant to 
stay just like the generous love you give to those you touch 
each day. I prayed for love from family and 
from every cherished friend, and then I 
asked the Lord to give you his love that 
knows no end.  
Amen 
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FEBRUARY 2021 
February 1 École Holy Cross Gr. 7 Open House—6:30pm 

February 14 Valentine’s Day 

February 15-19 Random Acts of Kindness Week 

February 15 Family Day—NO SCHOOL 

February 17 Ash Wednesday—in class only 

February 17 Wisest Conference  

February 22 VIRTUAL Zoom School Council Meeting—4:30pm 

February 23 HE Beriault Gr. 7 Open House—7:00pm 

February 24 Pink Shirt Day 

February 25-26 Teachers Convention—NO SCHOOL  

MARCH 2021 

March 11 Demo of Learning #2—VIRTUAL FORMAT 

March 17 St. Patrick’s Day 

March 18 District Wide Faith Development Day—NO SCHOOL  

March 25 Full Day for Kinder English and Grade 1-6, Regular Day for 
French Kinder  

March 26 Half Day for Kinder English and Grade 1-6, No School French 
Kinder  

March 29—April 2 Spring Break 

APRIL 2021 
April 2 Good Friday 

April 5 Easter Monday—No school 

April 6 Classes Resume 

MAY2021 
May 24 Victoria Day  - No School 

May 26 Gr. 6 Round #2 Immunizations 



 

 



 

 

ONLINE PARENT PORTAL LOG IN INFO 
 

If you do not have access to the Power School 
Parent Portal at https://powerschool.ecsd.net/
public/ please call the school for assistance and 
we will provide you with log in information. Once 
you receive your Parent Portal Login User ID and 
Password from our office, please go in and verify 
your child’s 2020-2021 registration.   
 
Some Important Items done on Power School: 
 
Verification of Student Registration Form 
(Essential and crucial to ensure emergency con-
tact numbers and medical information is up to 
date and current.)  
 
Fee Payment — All school fees have been post-
ed to all students power school accounts. At 
school and remote students have fees to pay. To 
see the breakdown of fees, visit our school web-
site. 
 
Fieldtrip Payments (Our fieldtrips are hosted on 
a user pay  model, meaning that students are ex-
pected to pay for the cost of the fieldtrip per their 
attendance.)  Some fieldtrips are sponsored by 
the school council, should they choose to help 
support that.    
 
Ongoing Reporting & Assessment ( As indicat-
ed in swift message, instructions on how to log in 
and view your child’s report card has been sent 
out, as such, please refer to that document for ad-
ditional information.)  
 
Transportation Information (This applies to fam-
ilies riding bus, who are required to pay for a 
monthly pass.)   

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 
The next OLOP School Council Meeting will 
be held on Monday, February 22 at 4:30pm. 
All parents are welcome to attend. The meet-
ing will be held via zoom. Zoom link will be 
sent via email one week prior. 

PATHS IN OUR SCHOOL 
 

All feelings are OK! It is what we do with 
those feelings that can be good or bad. 
Uncomfortable feelings like sad, mad, frus-
trated, disappointed, scared are things that 
we sometimes feel.  
 
The important thing is to help our students 
choose positive ways to express or show 
their feelings. Positive ways to express un-
comfortable feelings might be to talk to 
someone, take deep breaths to calm 
down, take a break from the situation, ask 
for help…  
 
In our PATHS lessons and throughout the 
day, we talk about how to handle uncom-
fortable feelings by using the control sig-
nals poster. Ask your child to show you the 
three steps of Red, Yellow and Green!  

PARENT INFORMATION 

COBBS BREAD CALLINGWOOD & GRANVILLE 
 

Our Lady of the Prairies continues to have a partnership with COBBS bread in Callingwood Plaza 
and West Granville. When you purchase any items from them mention Our Lady of the Prairies 
School and that your children attend here and they will give us 5% back to use towards technolo-
gy purchases. Every little bit helps, so please help us out with this endeavor.  
 

REGISTRATION FOR 2021-2022 
 
Registration has begun for next year. If you have 
a child entering kindergarten visit ecsd.net to reg-
ister your child.  



 

 



 

 

February 2021 
 
“Lent is a time of going very deeply into ourselves… What is it that stands between us and God? Between us and our brothers 
and sisters? Between us and life, the life of the Spirit? Whatever it is, let us relentlessly tear it out, without a moment ’s hesita-

tion.” 
Servant of God Catherine Doherty  

 
 
This month marks the beginning of Lent in the Catholic liturgical calendar. It is a journey where we prepare our hearts 
and our minds to receive the great gift of God’s mercy and love that is found in the death and resurrection of Christ. As 
the quotation above points out to us, it is a time for us to truly discern those parts of our lives that cut us off from the vital 
relationships with God and each other. In today’s world where we are necessarily placed at a physical distance from oth-
ers, removing spiritual, social, and emotional barriers takes a position of even greater importance in our lives. 
 
February is always an incredibly busy month for schools. Our high schools will experience quarter change on February 
1. Our Grade 8 students will be engaged in a morning of social justice learning on February 11 as they participate in our 
annual Father Michael ‘Catfish’ Mireau Youth Faith Day as a virtual event. The theme for the day, Serve Like A Super-
hero, reminds them that they can make a difference in the world. Random Acts of Kindness Week will see our students 
and staff reaching out to others in small ways to brighten their day. Our schools will be participating in Ash Wednesday 
according to the guidelines set forth by the Archdiocese. Ashes will be sprinkled ensuring that they are distributed with-
out contact. Our Division Chaplains, Father Glenn McDonald and Father Julian Bilyj, will offer a recorded celebration so 
that our remote learners can also participate in this important day. As always, Teachers’ Convention will take place on 
the last Thursday and Friday of February. Our teachers will engage in valuable professional learning in a virtual environ-
ment. 
 
Our virtual mental health evening for parents and guardians in January was a great success. We had over 500 partici-
pants on the day of the event, and the recording is available for you on our website.  

Click here to view this very valuable 45-minute video. 

Our online registration is now open, and if you are looking at registering with Edmonton Catholic Schools, you can find 
all of the virtual Open House listings by exploring www.ecsd.net or by clicking here. Share the good news about us in 
your community! 

 
Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, last fall. This month, our 
Religious Education Services (RES) Elementary Consultant writes about chapter 3, Envisaging and Engendering an 
Open World, and chapter 4, A Heart Open to the Whole World. The article is included as an accompaniment to this 
newsletter. 
 
In this month in which we are focused on relationship, kindness, and serving others, I will leave you with a final word 
from our Holy Father: “The design that God has for each one of us is always a design of love. And the greatest joy for 
every believer is to respond to that call, offering one’s entire being to the service of God and the brothers and sis-
ters.” (Twitter, 01-17-21)   
 
Have a grace filled month! 
 
Sincerely, 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/14304/virtual-parent-evening-supporting-your-child-youth-s-mental-health
http://www.ecsd.net
https://www.ecsd.net/page/13423/save-the-date-virtual-open-house-listings
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html


 

 



 

 

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 

ÉCOLE HOLY 
CROSS GR. 7 

OPEN 
HOUSE—
6:30PM 

2 3 4 5 
 

ALBERTA 
WINTER 

WALK DAY 
 

6 

7 8 

 

9 10 11 

 

12 

 
13 

14 15 
 

 
FAMILY DAY 
NO SCHOOL 

16 17 

 
ASH 

WEDNESDAY 
 

WISEST 
CONFER-

ENCE  

18 19 20 

21 22 
 

 
ZOOM SAC 

MTG.—
4:30PM 

23 
 

 
HEB GR. 7 

OPEN 
HOUSE—

7:00PM 

24 
 

 
PINK SHIRT 

DAY 

25 

 
26 27 

28 
      

 FEBRUARY 2021 

TEACHERS  
CONVENTION— 

NO SCHOOL 


