
Administrators’ Message

Kindness matters! We know that the students of École Our Lady of the Prairies will embrace the

month of February as a month of caring.  Valentine’s Day, Random Acts of Kindness Day, and

Pink Shirt Day provide the students with opportunities to show kindness and compassion to

others. Our students spread kindness through words, actions, creativity, giving, thought,

self-care, and stewardship. What amazing students we have at École Our Lady of the Prairies!

Mme Lorraine Sylvestre         Principal

Mme Candice Doucet            Assistant Principal
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Twitter and Instagram Accounts

Follow us on Twitter at OLOPecsd

Follow us on Instagram at olopecsd
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Apple Ally School
École Our Lady of the Prairies is excited and honoured to have been selected to join the APPLE

Schools family as an APPLE Ally School. We look forward to sharing more information with the

school community in the coming weeks. Learn more about APPLE Schools at

https://www.appleschools.ca/

https://www.appleschools.ca/
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Yellow Bus Delays
Parents whose child/ren take the yellow bus can check for

delays at https://busplannerweb.ecsd.net/Alerts Parents

can also download the BusPlanner Delays app (Apple or

Android) to receive notifications.

Cold Weather
During extremely cold (-20○ C) or rainy weather, students may enter the

school once supervision begins in the morning. The supervising teacher(s)

will monitor the students indoors. Please ensure that your child is

adequately dressed for outdoor recess.

Water bottles
This year, water fountains will again not be used in their traditional

fashion.  They will only be used to fill water bottles.  It is important that

students bring a water bottle from home, pre-filled, that they can refill

throughout the day. There are 2 water bottle filling stations in the school.

Plastic Cutlery and Cups
As the Canadian Government implements bans on certain single-use plastics during 2022, it is

important that parents remember to pack a water bottle and cutlery for their child/ren.  Plastic

cutlery is among the items being covered by this new legislation, and will no longer be provided

at the office.  Thank you for doing your part to make a difference to the environment that we

leave to our children.

Check the Government of Canada website to learn more about which single-use plastic items

are being banned in 2022.

https://busplannerweb.ecsd.net/Alerts
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/12/government-of-canada-moving-forward-with-banning-harmful-single-use-plastics0.html
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Grade 4/5 B News!
Bienvenue à 4/5B! The students have been

working hard, and we are so excited to

share our learning with you!

In French Language Arts, students are working to improve their

writing skills by learning the parts of a sentence and how to add

detail. Students are also learning about conjugating verbs; Grade

4s are able to conjugate irregular verbs as well as regular verbs in

the first (-er) and second group (-ir), and Grade 5s are conjugating

irregular verbs and regular verbs in all three groups (-er, -ir, -re)!

The Grade 4s and 5s continue to improve in their reading by

participating in read alouds, Daily 5, practicing various

comprehension strategies, and participating in our home reading

prize program with comprehension questions.

The Grade 4 students are also working towards performing their own

improvised version of Snow White (Blanche Neige) that they will

perform in front of their classmates.

The Grade 5s are working towards sharing

a piece of procedural writing with their classmates in the form of

a recipe! They will be creating their own recipe and

demonstrating the step-by-step process to their friends.

In Science, the Grade 5s have begun learning about electricity

and magnetism. Students have explored the vocabulary, how we

use electricity in the classroom and in our everyday lives, as well

as safety tips and tricks. In Grade 4, students have begun

learning about simple machines! They have explored vocabulary

and begun learning about inclined planes and levers! We will be having regular Science fairs in

which students can show their understanding of simple machines through creation!
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Students have set goals for the new year in Health class. They are also working on

calm-down strategies when faced with difficult or stressful situations.

In Social Studies, the Grade 4s are learning about dinosaurs that existed in

Alberta. The Grade 4s have learned all about what a fossil is, where they can be

discovered in Alberta, the geographical qualities of the Badlands and Drumheller,

as well as interesting facts about Dinosaur Provincial  Park. Students have been

writing an opinion piece that explores the topic of who the fossil should belong to

if discovered!

In Grade 5, students are learning about various Indigenous groups around the

country, and how Canada’s unique geography creates diversity within nations.

Students have explored the traditional ways of living of the Inuit, Plains, and

Great Lakes peoples, as well as compared and contrasted their ways of living,

food, transportation, clothing, and more. Students have been demonstrating

their learning through webs, Venn diagrams, and more, and will be working

towards making a magazine cover!

Students are working on place value and number sense in Mathematics.

Students can represent and compare numbers to 100 000 (Grade 4s) and

100 000 000 (Grade 5s) using various strategies such as decomposed

form. Students can also estimate as well as order numbers.

Students utilize their French vocabulary skills when writing the French

numbers as well as saying them orally. Students continue to work on

multiplication, division, addition, and subtraction facts through centers,

games and other activities. We will be incorporating decimals into our

understanding of place value in the coming weeks.

In Art, students created 2022 cards for the seniors

living at Touchmark to bring blessings and good wishes for the New Year!
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Winter Carnival Activities
During the first week of February, students will take

part in Winter Carnival Activities.  We look forward

to a virtual concert by Sympa Cesar, an Edmonton

francophone composer and singer.  Outdoor

games, Metis finger weaving, French Canadian

dancing, and of course - la tire,  are all part of the

activities during the week.

Zoo School for Grades 1A, 1B, 1C
Our Grade 1 students are looking forward to spending a week at Zoo

School.  Students will experience inquiry-based learning at its best, having a

chance to create and explore.  Animal encounters, guest presenters, and

behind the scenes tours await our Grade 1s!

School Advisory Council
The purpose of the School Council is to promote the exchange of ideas and involvement of

parents and school staff in matters relating to school programs and policy. Our School Council

sponsors and supports many fundraising activities in the school. The S.A.C. provides for

parents and staff, a vehicle for communication and an opportunity for positive support of the

educational vision of École Our Lady of the Prairies School. Our next meeting is Tuesday,

March 1st at 4:30pm. Watch for all the S.A.C. meetings as everyone is invited to attend.
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Learning in Grade 3A
A lot of exciting things have been happening in grade 3! We have been expanding our knowledge

in all subject areas. Read to find out the different things we are exploring!

In English Language Arts, we have been focusing on our writing skills. We have focused on

verbs, adjectives, nouns, and punctuation and how to use them properly in our writing. We are

learning to add detail to our story writing and reviewing our work.

In Social Studies we are learning about four different countries; Tunisia, Ukraine, Peru and India.

We have been looking at the different goods, services, natural resources, imports and exports

that each of these countries have. Through this exploration, we have been improving our

research skills.

Math has been all about extending our knowledge on addition and subtraction. We are exploring

different mental math strategies we can use when adding and subtracting. As well, we are using

different manipulatives to show our understanding.

In Religion we have begun investigating the Holy Trinity with emphasis on The Holy Spirit.

Through our exploration, we are talking about how we can be witnesses to Christ’s mission in

the world.

Finally  in Science class we have been learning about hearing and sound. Throughout this unit

our class has been exploring how we hear, how we can create different sounds, and how we can

change pitch and the volume in different ways. As a final project we created instruments! 3A

used recycled materials to create these BEAUTIFUL and CREATIVE instruments. 3A had to use

their creativity, imagination and knowledge of hearing and sound to produce an instrument that

could change pitch, volume and emit a pleasant sound.



9

In-line Skating Residency
During the month of February, students will take part in a 3-week in-line

skating residency.  Alien In-Line Skating will provide instruction for all our

Kindergarten to Grade 6 students.  Although helmets are provided, it is

preferred that students bring their own helmet for in-line skating. Please

check the resources below to learn more about helmets that are needed

for in-line skating.

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Alberta/Pages/bike-and-small-wheeled-recreation-safety-for-youth.a

spx

https://www.parachutecanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Which-Helmet-For-Which-Acti

vity.pdf

February is Black History Month
In 1995, the Canadian House of Commons officially

recognized February as Black History Month in Canada.

During the month of February, we honour the legacy of

Black Canadians, past and present. Black History Month

is a time to learn about the many Black Canadians who

helped shape Canada into the culturally diverse,

compassionate, and inclusive society it is. The theme for

Black History Month 2022 is February and Forever:

Celebrating Black History today and every day. More

information can be found on the Government of Canada

website.

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Alberta/Pages/bike-and-small-wheeled-recreation-safety-for-youth.aspx
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Alberta/Pages/bike-and-small-wheeled-recreation-safety-for-youth.aspx
https://www.parachutecanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Which-Helmet-For-Which-Activity.pdf
https://www.parachutecanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Which-Helmet-For-Which-Activity.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/black-history-month.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/black-history-month.html
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Grade 6B News
The Grade 6B students are excited to share all that they’re learning in their classes - from the

students’ perspective!  Thank you 6B for your amazing work!

During French, we have been making connections between the character’s feelings and actions.

Also, we have been breaking down stories into their different parts (beginning, rising action,

climax, etc.). Later, in February, we will start making our own plot diagrams and writing our own

stories! We are very excited to get writing! -Camille and Maielle

This is what’s going on in Art: We’ve invested more time into

using pastels.  The most recent art project we made with

pastels is the Georgia O’Keeffe Black Mesa painting, as well

Kandinski with shapes, colors and lines. -Anthony and Ciann

Here in 6B we have been working very hard to improve in

newsletter articles and writing letters.  We have been

practicing grammar and punctuation. Recently the class has been writing and learning about

news articles, for example, the 5Ws (who, what, where, when, and why). Everyone is doing so

well and we have been practicing things like news articles on the Grand Canyon. Another

assignment the class did was ‘Word of the Day’. In the assignment, students were given a word

that most have never heard of and they’re supposed to search for a synonym and an antonym, a

sentence with that word in it, and a picture that describes what it means. These are the things

we have been working on this month. -Mia and Natasha

This month we have learned about what happens in the

Alberta Legislature. We also had an online tour of the

legislature on Teams by a tour guide. We are working on

a mock assembly of what happens in the legislature

with each student in the class having a role and a script.

-Jesse and Natalie
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This month we started learning about Air and Aerodynamics. On

the first day, we had a contest to see who could throw a paper

airplane the furthest. After that, we started learning about all of

the properties of air. Within the past week, we’ve done multiple

experiments, ranging from blowing up a balloon, attaching it to

a straw, putting the straw on a rope, letting the air escape the

balloon, and seeing how far it goes. We have also attached two

strings to a door frame, and attached a balloon to each string.

Then, we blew in between them and watched them come

together. -Tavius and Tanner

During music, we have been learning about rhythms and notes.

We did a performance using rhythm sticks. In December, we

finished our handbell unit. We have been playing the Orff

instruments every now and then and we have also been doing

activities involving songs that we’ve learned. We learn new

notes/rhythms in these songs. We also watch videos that have

to do with music or we play music games. -Adrienne and Alessia

For Religion this month, we learned about how Noah and Mary showed fidelity to God. We also

did an activity where our teacher asked “Who are you?” 8 times. We had to think of a different

answer each time. We created a huge puzzle with all our gifts and talents showing who we are.

We have also been learning about how we can answer God’s call and how we understand what

He has called us to do. -Delaney and Everleigh

This month in Physical Education, we have been learning about a ton of things, including hockey,

lacrosse and dodgeball. In hockey, we have been learning how to pass the puck, and how to hold

the stick properly. Afterwards, we played a fun game of hockey and improved during the games.

For lacrosse, our teacher taught us how to catch the ball in a proper way and how to throw it as

well. Then, we partnered up with friends and practiced the skill together. For our classroom

physical activity, we do something called “Mardi musculaire”, where our teacher puts up an

exercise video, where you’ll do the same exercise as them. It is also called Mardi musculaire,

due to it only being done on Tuesdays. We’ve been doing many exercises throughout the month,

including a would you rather, or a who is this Disney character? -Valentina and Melissa
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This month in Health, we have been learning about

how to deal with  money, credit score, debt etc. In

the ATB bank presentation, we learned how to

spend money wisely. We were also talking about

how people and small businesses use a loan to

purchase big things.  For example, people use a big

loan to get a car, house, furniture etc. There is a limit

of time to pay your loan like 5-25 years, but if you

don't pay it then they can take the thing you

purchased and lower your credit score. It is

important to learn about money at a young age.

-Micah and Joel

In Math, this month, we have been learning about decimal numbers and how to multiply and

divide them. We have been having lots of fun doing it. We are currently learning about long

division with decimal numbers. We are also doing some examples from the textbook. Recently

we did a math puzzle where we had to figure out the answers to solve the puzzle. We have also

been separating numbers into different forms. An example: 2,5734 into expanded form:

2+0,5+0,07+0,003+0,0004  We are very good at doing this and we are learning so much from it.

Thanks Mme Suzanne!  -Kailey and Mikael

In January, our 6B class was able to take part in some non-academics. For example, we started

the year by setting our New Year goals. It’s extremely important for us to meet our achievements

so we can improve.

We also did a physical activity, in-line skating, at the end of January. It was a very fun and

exhausting exercise! We will also be doing more in-line skating in early February. St. Thomas

More School gave us an incredible presentation on their different academies, such as hockey

and soccer,  in case there are some other kids who are still trying to decide which Junior High

School to attend next year.

There were some extremely slippery circumstances that didn’t permit us to go outside during

recess but, our class is safe and healthy, Thanks to God. -Erick and Valentine
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Random Acts of Kindness Day
Random Acts of Kindness Day is February 17th.  We are encouraged to

demonstrate and celebrate kindness.  We are especially encouraged to

show kindness to those around us in unexpected ways.

National Flag of Canada Day is February 15th
February 15th is National Flag Day. Students are

encouraged to celebrate our great country.  This special

day,  which commemorates the inauguration of our flag

in 1965, encourages all Canadians to come together to

celebrate our values of equality, diversity, and inclusion.

Be sure to check the Government of Canada website for

ideas on how to celebrate this day!

Valentine’s Day
The staff and students of École Our Lady of the Prairies look

forward to celebrating Valentine’s Day on Monday, February

14th.  Please look for information from your child/ren’s teacher

regarding activities taking place in their classroom.

Family Day
Monday, February 21st is Family Day. There are no classes

on this day.  The staff at École Our Lady of the Prairies

School hopes that all our students will be able to spend an

enjoyable day together with their families.

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/national-flag-canada-day.html
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Pink Shirt Day is February 23rd
Pink Shirt Day aims to build awareness of bullying and to

promote healthy relationships.  It began in 2007 in Nova Scotia

and has since spread across Canada.  École Our Lady of the

Prairies students are invited to wear a pink shirt on February

23rd to send a message of support, kindness, and compassion.

This year, the theme of Pink Shirt Day is “Lift Each Other Up.”

Today our diversity is becoming more visible than ever as people continue to embrace their

cultures, identities, and true selves in more open and direct ways; making the need to Lift Each

Other Up and have greater acceptance, respect, and inclusion for everyone so important. This is

especially important in this time of COVID 19 when we need to support each other with

empathy, compassion and kindness.
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School Hours 2021-2022
Grades 1 to 6 (English and French Immersion Programs)

ECS English Kindergarten Extended Experiences Program

\

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday Thursday

8:15am Entry Bell 8:15am Entry Bell

8:20am – 10:15am Instructional Time 8:20am – 10:15am Instructional Time

10:15am -10:30am Recess Break 10:15am -10:30am Recess Break

10:30am – 12:00pm Instructional Time 10:30am – 11:52am Instructional Time

12:00pm – 12:40pm Lunch Break & Recess 11:52am Dismissal

12:40pm Entry Bell

12:45pm – 2:00pm Instructional Time

2:00pm – 2:05pm Movement Break

2:05pm – 2:55pm Instructional Time

2:55pm Dismissal

ECS French Immersion Kindergarten 4-Day Program

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday

No class Thursday

Morning Class

8:15am Entry Bell

8:15am – 11:20am Instructional Time

11:20am Dismissal
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Click here to learn about notable Black
Canadians who have shaped Canada’s

history and identity.

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/black-history-month/black-canadians.html

