
 

 

Administrators Message 
 
Dear Parents & Guardians,  
 
Welcome back and Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a joyous Christmas 
and a great start to 2021. Let us be reminded of the magnificent gift that we have 
received, the birth of the Christ Child Jesus. Let us attempt to make this year the 
one in which we invite Him into our hearts, open our eyes to His being there 
among us and dedicate the year to live fully as He patterned for us during His time 
on earth. 

We are excited to begin our registrations for the 2021-2022 school year. All Regis-
trations will begin on January 11, 2021. 

A reminder to our community that all students in K-6 learning at school, will be 
learning online from January 4-8 and then will return to in person on January 11. 
Please ensure that you have read your emails from your child’s teacher and have 
practiced logging on to google classroom and Microsoft Teams so that your child 
is able to participate and is ready to go on January 4. 

As always, we encourage continuous communication between school and home 
and we look forward to your participation and involvement in your child’s education 
and academic success. Please read this entire newsletter as it is full of valuable 
information. Our most current re-entry plan is posted on our school website so 
please take the time to read it for any changes.   

On behalf of the staff we wish each and every one of our families a most 
blessed new year filled with success and good health.  
 
Yours in Catholic education, 

Mme Nicole Falcone-Dempsey Mrs. Shelley Bell Mr. Russell Bennett  
Principal              Assistant Principal Assistant Principal 
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New Year Prayer  
 

Another year is dawning with the chance to start anew. May I be kinder, wiser, Lord, in all I 

say and do. Not so caught up in selfish gain that I would fail to see the things in life that 

mean the most cost not a fancy fee. The warm, kind word that I can give, the outstretched 

hand to help, the prayers I pray for those in need more precious these than wealth. I know 

not what may lie ahead, of laughter or of tears: I only need to know each day that you are 

walking near. I’m thankful for this brand new year as now I humbly pray, my hands secure in 

yours, dear Lord, each step along the way.  

Amen 
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JANUARY 2021 
January 4-8 Classes Resume ONLINE 

January 8-15 Gr. 6 CTBS Testing 

January 11 In-person classes resume 

January 11 Registration begins for 2021-2022 

January 18 School Council Meeting via ZOOM—4:30pm 

January 21 PD Day—NO SCHOOL  For Students 

January 27 OPEN HOUSE—VIRTUAL FORMAT 

January 29 Electronic Report Cards Term #1 Posted on Power School  

FEBRUARY 2021 
February 15-19 Random Acts of Kindness Week 

February 15 Family Day—NO SCHOOL 

February 17 Ash Wednesday  

February 24 Pink Shirt Day 

February 25-26 Teachers Convention—NO SCHOOL  

MARCH 2021 

March 11 Demo of Learning #2—VIRTUAL FORMAT 

March 11 St. Patrick’s Day 

March 18 District Wide Faith Development Day—NO SCHOOL  

March 25 Full Day for Kinder English and Grade 1-6, Regular Day for 
French Kinder  

March 26 Half Day for Kinder English and Grade 1-6, No School French 
Kinder  

March 29—April 2 Spring Break 

APRIL 2021 
April 2 Good Friday 

April 5 Easter Monday—No school 

April 6 Classes Resume 



 

 



 

 

ONLINE PARENT PORTAL LOG IN INFO 
 

If you do not have access to the Power School 
Parent Portal at https://powerschool.ecsd.net/
public/ please call the school for assistance and 
we will provide you with log in information. Once 
you receive your Parent Portal Login User ID and 
Password from our office, please go in and verify 
your child’s 2020-2021 registration.   
 
Some Important Items done on Power School: 
 
Verification of Student Registration Form 
(Essential and crucial to ensure emergency con-
tact numbers and medical information is up to 
date and current.)  
 
Fee Payment — All school fees have been post-
ed to all students power school accounts. At 
school and remote students have fees to pay. To 
see the breakdown of fees, visit our school web-
site. 
 
Fieldtrip Payments (Our fieldtrips are hosted on 
a user pay  model, meaning that students are ex-
pected to pay for the cost of the fieldtrip per their 
attendance.)  Some fieldtrips are sponsored by 
the school council, should they choose to help 
support that.    
 
Ongoing Reporting & Assessment ( As indicat-
ed in swift message, instructions on how to log in 
and view your child’s report card has been sent 
out, as such, please refer to that document for ad-
ditional information.)  
 
Transportation Information (This applies to fam-
ilies riding bus, who are required to pay for a 
monthly pass.)   

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 
The next OLOP School Council Meeting will 
be held on Monday, January 18 at 4:30pm. All 
parents are welcome to attend. The meeting 
will be held via zoom. Zoom link will be sent 
via email one week prior. 

 

PATHS IN OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parents…do you know that your child 
is learning and talking about feelings 
in our classrooms?  
 
The teachers are working with the 
students to help them understand 
their feelings better during our 
PATHS lessons. They also are learn-
ing to recognize how others are feel-
ing too.  
 
Learning to understand their own and 
other’s feelings helps our students to 
get along better with each other. It 
helps the children to talk to each oth-
er better when they have problems. It 
helps them build their friendship 
skills. Ask your child about the differ-
ent feelings they are learning about 
in class!  

PARENT INFORMATION 

GOODBYE...HELLO 
 

In November we said goodbye to Mme Pitts who began her maternity leave. During the 
month of December we also bid farewell to Mme Ruff in 00B and Mme Alex in 2B and wel-
comed Mme Lucie-Maude and Mme Alicia. We wish Mme Ruff and Mme Alex the best of 
luck with their maternity leaves.  



 

 

 
 January 2021 

 
Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (John 15:5-9) 

 
Every year, from January 18-25, Christians around the world join together for the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. The Canadian Council of Churches shares the following: 

The 2021 theme – Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (John 15:5-9) – calls 
us to pray and to work for reconciliation and unity in the church, with our human family, 
and with all of creation. Drawing on the Gospel image of vine and branches, it invites 
us to nourish unity with God and with one another through contemplative silence, pray-
er, and common action. Grafted into Christ the vine as many diverse branches, may we 
bear rich fruit and create new ways of living, with respect for and communion with all of 
creation. (https://www.weekofprayer.ca/2021-week-prayer-christian-unity-theme) 

 
Joining together in prayer and communion with others is an excellent way to begin our calen-
dar year, especially on the heels of repeated periods of isolation over the past many months.  
Visit weekofprayer.ca to learn more. 
 
The new calendar year marks the beginning of our planning for the 2021-22 school year.  
This year, our planning will take on a very different look and feel.  Our schools will be holding 
virtual Open Houses so that students and families can still get a good sense of what is of-
fered as they make their learning choices for the next school year.  You can learn more about 
our Open Houses by visiting our school websites.  We are pleased to be taking registrations 
online again this year.  Visit register.ecsd.net beginning January 11, 2021 to find your school 
and follow the steps to register if you are new to Edmonton Catholic Schools.  A complete 
listing of Open Houses can be found there as well. 
 
Edmonton Catholic Schools is excited to be building a new K-9 school in the Keswick and a 
new high school in Heritage Valley.  We would like to hear your voice in naming them!  The 
culture and ethos of the school community will evolve from the name of a Catholic school.  
The intention of the name is to support the mission of the Catholic school to be consistent 
with the mission of the Catholic Church and to establish and deepen the relationship of eve-
ryone in the school with the person of Jesus Christ as members of his Body, the Church.  
Visit www.ecsd.net and click on the ‘name our schools’ graphic to view the guidelines for 
submitting a name.  Submissions are electronic through the site and will be accepted until 4 
pm on January 31, 2021. 

https://www.weekofprayer.ca/2021-week-prayer-christian-unity-theme
http://www.ecsd.net
http://www.ecsd.net


 

 

In the fall, we hosted a virtual opportunity for parents and guardians to learn more about 
supporting their children’s mental health during COVID-19 times.  We are pleased to of-
fer a follow-up virtual event on January 20 from 7-8 pm.  We have moved in and out of 
a virtual, remote existence in the past many months, and that has posed tremendous 
challenges to our mental health and wellbeing.  We are travelling in uncharted territory 
as parents and caregivers, and in addition to paying close attention to ourselves, we 
need to be extra vigilant with our young people.  It is our hope that this evening will give 
you a few more tools to help you support your families in establishing and maintaining 
good mental health in an increasingly digital world.  Visit our website for more infor-
mation on the event and register early! 

Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social 
Friendship, last fall.  Beginning this month, our Religious Education Services (RES) will 
be sharing monthly articles on the topic to help bring it to life for our community.  This 
month, our RES Manager, Sandra Talarico, writes about the introduction and first two 
chapters.   
 
As we anticipate the Week of Prayer for Christian unity, I will leave you with a final word 
from our Holy Father: “To pray is to light a candle in the darkness. #Prayer rouses us 
from the tepidness of a purely horizontal existence, lifts our gaze to higher things, 
makes us attuned to the Lord, allows God to be close to us; it frees us from our solitude 
and gives us hope.” (Twitter, 12/15/20)     
 
Many blessings in the New Year! 
 
Sincerely, 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
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IN PERSON 
CLASSES  
RESUME 

 
REGISTRATION 

BEGINS FOR 
2021-2022 
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4:30PM 
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PD DAY— 

NO 
SCHOOL 
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VIRTUAL 
OPEN 

HOUSE—6PM 

28 
 

 

29 
 

VIRTUAL  
REPORT 
CARD #1  

AVAILABLE ON 
POWER 
SCHOOL 

30 

 JANUARY 2021 

ALL STUDENTS LEARNING ONLINE—PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
EMAIL FOR INSTRUCTIONS 


