
 

 

Administrators Message 
 
Dear Parents & Guardians,  
The extremely short but rather busy month of February has come and gone and we 
are hoping that Spring is just around the corner. The days are starting to get longer 
and hopefully these really cold days we are having will begin to subside. 
 
All parents received a letter from the Division as well as from the school indicating 
the process for confirming your child (ren) registration. A reminder that this process 
is now electronic and must be done through the parent PowerSchool Portal. If you 
are unsure how to do this please contact our office and they can help you. 
 
Our second Demonstration of Learning evening will take place on Wednesday 
March 17 from 3:30-6:30pm. Please watch your email for more information. Spring 
break is just around the corner. A reminder that Thursday March 25th will be a full 
day for all grade K-6 students. French Immersion Kindergarten will be a half day 
with dismissal at 11:20 am. Friday March 26th there will be no classes for French 
Kindergarten students and dismissal for English Kindergarten and grades 1-6 will 
be 11:52am. Students will return to school on Tuesday April 6.   
 
We began our Lenten journey during the month of February and into March with 
our Ash Wednesday liturgy being virtual. All of our students still received ashes 
from their teachers.   
 
Take time during Lent and as we approach Easter to reflect on our Lord’s passion 
and death. It is a time to ponder what it means to be a witness and imitate God’s 
relentless love for each of us. On April 4th we can all rejoice that Christ has risen! 
Alleluia, praise the Lord. He has risen.  
 
 
Yours in Catholic education, 

Mme Nicole Falcone-Dempsey    Mrs. Shelley Bell Mr. Russell Bennett  
Principal              Assistant Principal Assistant Principal 
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St. Patrick’s Prayer   
 

This day I call to me: God's strength to direct me, God's power 
to sustain me, God's wisdom to guide me, God's vision to light 
me, God's ear to my hearing, God's word to my speaking, 
God's hand to uphold me, God's pathway before me, God's 
shield to protect me, God's legions to 
save me.  
 
Amen  
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MARCH 2021 

March 16 Community of School Councils Engagement Evening 

March 17 Demo of Learning #2—VIRTUAL FORMAT—3:30-6:30 PM 

March 17 St. Patrick’s Day 

March 18 District Wide Faith Development Day—NO SCHOOL  

March 25 Full Day for Kinder English and Grade 1-6, Regular Day for 
French Kinder  

March 26 Half Day for Kinder English and Grade 1-6, No School French 
Kinder  

March 29—April 2 Spring Break 

APRIL 2021 
April 2 Good Friday 

April 5 Easter Monday—No school 

April 6 Classes Resume 

April 12 SAC Mtg.—4:30pm on ZOOM 

MAY 2021 
May 24 Victoria Day  - No School 

May 26 Gr. 6 Round #2 Immunizations 

JUNE 2021 

June 21 National Indigenous People’s Day 

June 21 Year End Celebration (Virtual) 

June 21 Grade 6 Farewell—Format to be decided (in-person and online 
grade 6 students) 

June 25 Last Day of School 



 

 



 

 

ONLINE PARENT PORTAL LOG IN INFO 
 

If you do not have access to the Power School 
Parent Portal at https://powerschool.ecsd.net/
public/ please call the school for assistance and 
we will provide you with log in information. Once 
you receive your Parent Portal Login User ID and 
Password from our office, please go in and verify 
your child’s 2020-2021 registration.   
 
Some Important Items done on Power School: 
 
Registering for Grade 7 and the 2021-2022 
school year. (Essential and crucial to ensure stu-
dents are registered for the next school year.   
 
Fee Payment — All school fees have been post-
ed to all students power school accounts. At 
school and remote students have fees to pay. To 
see the breakdown of fees, visit our school web-
site. 
 
Fieldtrip Payments (Our fieldtrips are hosted on 
a user pay  model, meaning that students are ex-
pected to pay for the cost of the fieldtrip per their 
attendance.)  Some fieldtrips are sponsored by 
the school council, should they choose to help 
support that.    
 
Ongoing Reporting & Assessment ( As indicat-
ed in swift message, instructions on how to log in 
and view your child’s report card has been sent 
out, as such, please refer to that document for ad-
ditional information.)  
 
Transportation Information (This applies to fam-
ilies riding bus, who are required to pay for a 
monthly pass.)   

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 
The next OLOP School Council Meeting will 
be held on April 12th at 4:30pm. All parents 
are welcome to attend. The meeting will be 
held via zoom. Zoom link will be sent via email 
one week prior. 

PATHS IN OUR SCHOOL 
 

All feelings are OK! It is what we do with 
those feelings that can be good or bad. 
Uncomfortable feelings like sad, mad, frus-
trated, disappointed, scared are things that 
we sometimes feel.  
 
The important thing is to help our students 
choose positive ways to express or show 
their feelings. Positive ways to express un-
comfortable feelings might be to talk to 
someone, take deep breaths to calm 
down, take a break from the situation, ask 
for help…  
 
In our PATHS lessons and throughout the 
day, we talk about how to handle uncom-
fortable feelings by using the control sig-
nals poster. Ask your child to show you the 
three steps of Red, Yellow and Green!  

PARENT INFORMATION 

COBBS BREAD CALLINGWOOD & GRANVILLE 
 

Our Lady of the Prairies continues to have a partnership with COBBS bread in Callingwood Plaza 
and West Granville. When you purchase any items from them mention Our Lady of the Prairies 
School and that your children attend here and they will give us 5% back to use towards technolo-
gy purchases. Every little bit helps, so please help us out with this endeavor.  
 

REGISTRATION FOR 2021-2022 
 
Registration has begun for next year. If you have 
a child entering kindergarten visit ecsd.net to reg-
ister your child.  



 

 



 

 

 March 2021  
 

“Lent is a journey that involves our whole life, our entire being. It is a time to reconsider the path we are taking, to 
find the route that leads us home and to rediscover our profound relationship with God, on whom everything de-

pends.” (Pope Francis, Homily, 02/17/21)  
 

In his homily for Ash Wednesday, Pope Francis invites us to look to a bigger picture of the journey of Lent. It is not 
only a journey into the desert with Jesus as he prepares to go to Jerusalem for his ultimate sacrifice. Our Holy Father 
invites us to look to look more deeply upon the journey of Lent as one where we commit our lives to always returning 
to God, his love, and his mercy. The Pope shares that through the gift of the person of Jesus, God came to us so 
that he could take us by the hand and walk us towards the joy of salvation.  
 
Our planning for the 2021-22 school year is well underway. As with all things over the past many months, we recog-
nize that there is uncertainty that exists because of the pandemic. Our schools have done an outstanding job at en-
suring that students and staff are safe and that all COVID risk-mitigation protocols are followed; these will continue 
for the duration of the pandemic.  
 
Understanding that our mandate is to provide in-person learning, we have also arrived at a model for online learning 
for the 2021-22 school year for those students that would benefit from this learning option based on their learning 
style. This option is significantly different than the COVID-inspired online platform presently in place, and a conversa-
tion with your child’s administration would be beneficial in understanding these differences as they pertain to your 
child’s learning needs.  
 
We are asking parents to indicate their learning stance intention (in-person or online) for each child before March 22. 
The Division will analyze the number of requests to establish the most efficient and cost-effective way of delivering 
the online experience based on family choice. By families making decisions that meet their needs early on, it will al-
low us to create a robust learning experience for every student. All online students will be given one opportunity to 
return to their community school, on February 1, 2022. There will be no opportunity for students that want online 
learning to enroll after the start of the school year.  
 
Please be sure to go to your PowerSchool Parent portal to indicate your intentions for each child for next year by 
March 22, 2021 so that we can be sure that our staffing meets the needs of our students in both in-person and online 
learning. Click here to learn more.  
 
Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, last fall. This month, 
our Religious Education Services (RES) Secondary Consultant writes about chapter 5, A Better Kind of Politics, and 
chapter 6, Dialogue and Friendship in Society. The article is included as an accompaniment to this newsletter.  
 
I leave you with a final thought from Pope Francis’ beautiful Ash Wednesday Homily: “Lent is a humble descent both 
inwards and towards others. It is about realizing that salvation is not an ascent to glory, but a descent in love.”  
Many blessings on your continued Lenten journey towards our God.  
 
Sincerely,  
Robert Martin  
Chief Superintendent  



 

 

Lent – Our Forty Days in the Desert 

 

“Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty 
days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If 
you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, 
“It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.’” Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 
saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will com-
mand his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not 
dash your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord 
your God to the test.’” Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendour; and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you 
will fall down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels 
came and waited on him.” -Matthew 4. 1-11 

 

Lent, traditionally a time for fasting, almsgiving, and prayer, is also a time to take stock of our lives, to 
prepare ourselves physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually for the death and resurrection of 
Christ. For many Christians around the world, Lent is one of the most important times of the year. Un-
like Advent which serves as a time of celebration and of great anticipation, Lent is more frequently a 
time of solemn observance and preparation for Easter. From its start on Ash Wednesday, this year on 
February the 17th, until its conclusion on Easter Sunday, we find ourselves, like Jesus, in the desert. 

 
 

As Lent is the time for greater love, listen to Jesus’ thirst … He knows your weakness. He 
wants only your love, wants only the chance to love you.” -St. Teresa of Calcutta 

 
 
It is hard to imagine this barren wilderness as described in the gospel of Matthew as we remain shroud-
ed in snow and cold. Yet, the imagery of the desert is still important; it helps us recall our need to stop 
and reflect; to prepare for the expected and unexpected events in our lives Lent is an invitation for us to 
accompany him on that journey; the forty days that Christ Jesus prepared himself, body and soul, for his 
ministry on earth. Even in the midst of temptation, Jesus revealed to us what it means to live out one’s 
humanity; what it means to be in relationship with God. 
 
 
Today, Christians around the world observe Lent in many ways. Some will still observe the fast strictly, 
beginning with the wearing of ashes on Ash Wednesday and abstinence of meat until Easter Sunday. 
Others will choose to give up something trivial for Lent. At the same time, many other Christians will 
use Lent to study their Bibles and pray more intently, making use of devotional books, and daily 
reflections. And even others will act generously as a way to place others first. In whatever way you rec-
ognize Lent and however you prepare for Easter, remember always to remain fixed on Christ; to follow 
him, mind, body, and soul, from the forty days and forty nights in the desert, to a life dedicated to serv-
ing God and serving others. 
 
 

Sandra Talarico, Manager, Religious Education Services 
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