
 

 

Administrators Message 
 
Dear Parents & Guardians,  
Wow, September has come and gone already. The days of summer are now be-
hind us, leaves have turned a different colour and there are many more of them on 
the ground.  
 
Our new school year has gotten off to a great start as we welcomed many new 
students to our school. Some of our students chose to study online for the first 
quarter and many of our students chose to come to school. Whatever your choice, 
we want to thank all of our families for being a part of our amazing community 
once again.  
 
A big thank you to Ms. Chomej, Mme Weis, Mme Doucet, Mrs. Bell and Mr. Ben-
nett for organizing a wonderful grade 6 team building day for our students on Sep-
tember  23rd. Our students showed their true Leopard spirit.  
 
Our first virtual SAC meeting of the year will take place on Monday October 19th. 
Please watch your email for a zoom link in the next week or so. All parents are in-
vited.  
 
A reminder to parents that before using your Power School account you must veri-
fy your child(ren) registration for the 2020-2021 school year as soon as possible. 
Parents would have received an email the week of  September 14th. Please en-
sure all information is current especially emergency contacts. 
 
We want to wish our entire school community a Happy and blessed Thanksgiving. 
We are thankful for all of you.  
 
 
Mme Nicole Falcone-Dempsey Mrs. Shelley Bell Mr. Russell Bennett  
Principal              Assistant Principal Assistant Principal  
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    Thanksgiving Prayer 

Heavenly Father, on Thanksgiving Day, we bow our hearts to you and 
pray. We give you thanks for all you’ve done, especially for the gift of 
Jesus, Your Son. For beauty in nature, your glory we see, for joy and 
health, friends and family, for daily provision, your mercy and care, 
these are the blessings you graciously share. So today we offer this 
response of praise with a promise to follow you all of our days.  

          Amen  
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Our Lady of the Prairies Staff List—2020-2021 



 

 

OCTOBER 2020 
October 1 PD Day—NO SCHOOL  For Students 

October 2 School Wide Home Reading Begins 

October 5-9 Read In Week 

October 9 Thanksgiving celebration 1pm - (Students and staff only) 

October 12 Thanksgiving Day – NO SCHOOL 

October 19 Picture Retakes 

October 19-30 Gr. 6 CCAT Testing 

October 29 NO SCHOOL  - District Faith Formation Day 

October 30 Halloween Activities (Early Dismissal) 

NOVEMBER 2020 
November 10 Remembrance Day Liturgy 9am - (Students and staff only) 

November 11 Remembrance Day – NO SCHOOL 

November 23 Round #1 Immunizations 

November 26  Demo of Learning #1 (Format TBA) 

November 27 SCHOOL SPIRIT WEAR DAY  

DECEMBER 2020 
December 17 Full day Kinder English and Grade 1-6, Regular Class for 

French kinder 

December 18 Half day for Kinder English and Grade 1-6, No school for French 
Kinder 

December 21-January 1  Christmas Vacation 

JANUARY 2021 
January 4 Classes Resume 

January 21 PD Day—NO SCHOOL  For Students 



 

 



 

 

This year our students’ re-
takes will be taken on  Mon-
day, October 19th by Life 
Touch.  Please remember to 
send your old proofs with your 
child on the day of retakes.  

Picture Retakes 

 

 
 

For the safety of your children, you are reminded that the school parking lot is for teacher use 
only from 7:45 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. and is never available for parent parking during these hours.  
Please do not drive into the parking lot to turn around as it is very unsafe! 
 
The bus zone at the front of the school is only to be used by our school buses for student drop-off 
and pick-up! Please do not park in the bus zone and please do not do u-turns in the intersection. A 
reminder that students using the bus must line up in front of their bus to check off their name before  
boarding the bus in a safe manner. If a student is not riding the bus they need to notify the office be-
fore 2:45pm or the bus driver.  
 
Dropping off students at a cross walk is illegal and can bring a fine.  Also, please ensure that 
you are using the crosswalk to cross the street. Do not park in the handicapped zone without a 
proper permit or in front of any orange pylons. Please always choose safety over convenience. 
Take advantage of our drop off zone in the mornings so that you can easily get your child to their 
door.  

Halloween Considerations and Guid-
ance during Covid 

• Covid masks must still be worn. 

• Full face masks are not allowed. 

• No replicated weapons are allowed. 

• Costumes must allow for sanitization 
and washing of hands – therefore no 
hand covering. 

• No sharing of candy among students.  

• If teachers are handing out treats – all 
treats must be individually packaged 
and handed out by the teacher  

HALLOWEEN  

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 

Office hours are 8:00 AM to 3:30 PM.  During this time there will be someone in the office to take 
your calls. All students should be dropped off and picked up at their child’s designated 
door.  

Please leave a message on our answering machine if you call outside office hours. 

*Whether you child is an online student or at school learning, you must call the office then they 
are going to be absent. Please call the office at 780-481-0389 by 8:45 am or 12:30 pm for after-



 

 

 
 

ECS English Kindergarten & Grades 1-6  
 

    

    Morning    Afternoon 
Monday   8:15 a.m. - Recess  12:40 - 2:54 p.m. 
Tuesday   8:15 a.m. - Recess  12:40 - 2:54 p.m. 
Wednesday  8:15 a.m. - Recess  12:40 - 2:54 p.m. 
Thursday   8:15 a.m. - 11:52 am  No School for Students 
Friday   8:15 a.m. - Recess  12:40 - 2:54 p.m. 
 
Recess Cohort 1  9:50 - 10:05 a.m.   11:30 - 11:50 a.m. 
Recess Cohort 2  10:15 - 10:30 a.m.  12:00 - 12:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ECS French Kindergarten   
     AM                                      
Monday    8:15 - 11:20 a.m.   
Tuesday    8:15 - 11:20 a.m.   
Wednesday    8:15 - 11:20 a.m.   
Thursday    No School     
Friday     8:15 - 11:20 a.m.   



 

 
 

ONGOING REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT  
 
Edmonton Catholic Schools continues to work toward academic success for every 
student. PowerSchool helps parents monitor their child’s academic growth through-
out the school year. This student progress program was successfully implemented 
last year and we will continue reporting to parents in this way for this school year 
with a few minor changes.   
 
Through the PowerSchool site, parents will view their child’s on-going progress at 
the time of student assessment with Level of Achievement marks related to curricu-
lar outcomes, in addition to occasional comments and/or assignment information. 
Parents will be able to access information about their child’s progress during the 
learning process, as well as at key points during the year when summary infor-
mation about achievement is posted. There will also continue to be a student pro-
gress summary report available online at the end of January and June.  
 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING  
 
Assessment serves several different purposes, depending upon the needs of the 
student and teacher. It may be diagnostic, used to find out what students already 
know and can do. It may be formative, used to help students improve their learning, 
and to help inform teachers’ next steps in planning. It may be summative, letting all 
stakeholders know what students have learned in reference to the outcomes of the 
program of studies at a specific time and/or within a prescribed time period. Assess-
ment is planned,  purposeful with both instruction and assessment aligning to the 
programs of studies. It is also important that assessment be balanced, including 
conversations, observations, and products (oral, performance, and written). It must 
flexible in order to improve learning for all students. 
 
REPORTING PERIODS  
 
The student’s progress is reported on an ongoing basis. Student progress will be 
formally reported to parents two times per year in the form of an online summa-
tive report card in January and a final report card in June which will be posted 
to PowerSchool where the next grade level placement recommendation is made in 
June.  
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Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord 
 
“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; 
come into his presence with singing. Know that the Lord is God. It is he that 
made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. En-
ter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him, 
bless his name. For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and 
his faithfulness to all generations” (Psalm 100). 
 
Given our unique circumstances in the past eight months, and the many chal-
lenges and difficulties that so many have faced, we might think that as Thanks-
giving approaches, we have very little for which to be thankful. But scripture 
and particularly Psalm 100 tell us a completely different story. In fact, the pas-
sage invites us to praise the Lord with great joy; to celebrate and worship the 
God of love.  
 
The major theme that emerges from this Psalm is the importance of belonging 
to God. During the past year there may have been times when we felt aban-
doned or forgotten by God. But the psalm presents the entire earth as joined to-
gether, not separated and alone. God’s steadfast love endures forever. And in 
the same way that we sing a song of praise to our creator, we acknowledge, 
praise, and bless Him for his goodness and mercy. Indeed, the Lord is good 
and he never abandons us; God is always ready to sustain us with his merciful 
love, even and especially during times of great doubt and fear. “Be not be 
afraid. I go before you always. Come follow me, and I will give you rest” (John 
Michael Talbot).  
 
During this Thanksgiving weekend, let us remember that God is with us, in the 
good times and in the moments that we find ourselves struggling. “Know that 
the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and 
the sheep of his pasture” (Psalm 100). Like God, we too are called to be “good 
shepherds” in the environments where we live: in our families, at work, and in 
the community, sharing the Gospel message of love with everyone we meet.  
 
 

Sandra Talarico 
Manager, Religious Education Services 
Edmonton Catholic Schools 



 

 

October 2020 
 

“Joy springs from a grateful heart. Truly, we have received much, so many graces, so many blessings, and we rejoice in 
this. It will do us good to think back on our lives with the grace of remembrance…Let us seek the grace of remembrance 

so as to grow in the spirit of gratitude. Let us ask ourselves: are we good at counting our blessings, or have we for-
gotten them?”   (Pope Francis, Homily, 09/24/15) 

 

Our Holy Father shared these words initially when he was preaching to a group of priests and religious in New York.  The mes-
sage, however, is one that transcends vocation and age and whispers into all of our hearts.  It is so easy to lose our sense of grati-
tude and joy when we are being inundated with messages of fear, anxiety, and negativity at every turn, every day.  This year, 
more than ever, as we approach Thanksgiving, it is so important for us to take time to discern and to remember all of the good-
ness in our lives.  There are blessings in each of our lives, and it is important that we never lose sight of them.  Counting our bless-
ings with gratitude is the first step of our journey to joy. 
  
The beginning of September seems so long ago.  There is no question that we are all learning as we move along the educational 
journey in Covid times.  Families and schools have all been focused on making learning “work” in an environment that is drastical-
ly different than the norm, all while trying to minimize anxiety for everyone. 
 
At the time of writing this article, our Division has an enrolment of 43,350 students with approximately 11,513 of those students 
participating online.  Part of the understanding that we have gained as a Division is that we need proper time to be able to plan 
for and staff our different learning scenarios.  As a Division, we have hired 96 teachers to support the learning choices that fami-
lies made; thankfully, much of the cost of this is offset by the federal education pandemic funding that was announced in Sep-
tember.  We are very proud of the way our schools and departments were able to reconfigure in the few precious days between 
August 28, when parents finalized their Quarter 1 learning decisions, and the first student day on September 2.  In many cases, 
entire school timetables needed to be rebuilt and teaching assignments were changed.  
 
October sees Quarter 2 on the horizon, and this means families will have another opportunity to choose in-school or online learn-
ing.  You will receive a SWIFT K-12 message by October 5 with all of the information that you will need in order to make an in-
formed decision for your children for the second quarter and beyond.  We need to have a firm commitment from our families 
well before the second quarter begins on November 10 so that we can arrange our staff appropriately. 
 
I will leave you with a thought from Pope Francis’ General Audience on September 2, 2020.  “The current pandemic has high-
lighted our interdependence: we are all linked to each other, for better or for worse. Therefore, to come out of this crisis better 
than before, we have to do so together; together, not alone… Either it is done together, or it is not done. We must do it togeth-
er, all of us, in solidarity.” 
 
Have a blessed Thanksgiving! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent  
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