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École Our Lady of the Prairies 
School Re-Entry Plan

2020 - 2021 - version 2

Principal Message:

This edition of our school’s re-entry plan reflects updates such as 
processes used onsite, ECSD updates and/or forms that reflect AHS 
direction. Please refer to the highlights in yellow to show where 
revisions/additions were made. 

All parents and guardians have received Division documents and 
should have had an opportunity to read the Division Re-Entry Plan. 
This re-entry plan will mirror many of the protocols and procedures 
that have already been put in place and were explained in those 
documents.  

This plan is a fluid document that is subject to change as we are 
further advised from the Ministry, Alberta Health Services and the 
Chief Medical Officer of Health.  

We hope to answer all of your questions through this document so 
that your children, our students, are ready for school in a couple of 
weeks. We can’t wait to greet our students in person and online once 
school begins. 

Sincerely,

Mme Falcone-Dempsey
Principal
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Bussing Protocols

● Students should not be in the 
pick-up area or enter the bus if 
they have symptoms of 
COVID-19.

● All students must wear masks 
while riding on the yellow bus.

● A seating plan will be put in 
place by the school.

● Siblings will be seated together.
● When possible, students may be 

sitting by themselves.
● If a child becomes symptomatic 

during the bus trip, the driver will 
contact the school to make the 
appropriate arrangements to 
pick up the child/student once 
the bus arrives at the school.

Class Configurations

● Class configurations will be 
finalized once all parents have 
made their choice for the 
second quarter.

● Each quarter, where practical, 
students will be organized within 
smaller groups and class 
configurations. 

● Homeroom classes will be 
considered cohorts for the 
entire quarter.

● Students will be kept with the 
same teacher whenever 
possible in each quarter.

Classroom Setups

● A seating plan will be maintained 
for the entire quarter.

● When possible, student seating 
will be arranged so that students 
do not face one another.

● Soft seating and carpets have 
been removed from the 
classroom. 

● Staff will develop routines to 
facilitate regular cleaning of 
desks and chairs that they are 
using. 

● Instructional strategies that 
reduce the use of shared 
materials will be utilized. 

● Routines to facilitate regular 
hand hygiene will be established.

Custodial Sanitization

As indicated in the Division Re-Entry 
plan, we have developed a COVID-19 
cleaning standard in all Division schools 
that aligns with provincial directives 
around cleaning and disinfecting. 
Some of the things that will  be a focus 
during the day are:

● Frequently cleaning high-touch 
surfaces such as water fountains, 
bottle fillers and door handles

● More frequent cleaning and 
disinfecting throughout the 
school during the day with 
specific attention to washrooms, 
high-traffic areas and classrooms
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Drop Off and Pick Up Procedures

● Parents/guardians must remain 
outside of the school to drop off 
and pick up their children while 
maintaining a physical distance 
of two meters from others.

● We ask that students do not 
arrive at school before 8:10 am 
unless they are riding the yellow 
bus. 

● Parents will not be allowed to 
enter the school without an 
appointment.

● Parent will not be able to drop off 
anything for their child during the 
day so please ensure that they 
have all of their belongings when 
they leave the house. 

Entry and Exit Doors

All students will have an assigned door to 
use every time they enter and exit the 
school (a map of entry and exit doors will 
be shared next week). 

Students will not be allowed to go 
through a different door. If they are 
waiting for a sibling, we ask that the older 
sibling exit through their designated door 
and go to the siblings assigned door and 
wait outside for them. 

When students arrive at school, they will:
● wear their reusable mask
● go to the area outside their   assigned 

door
● follow physical distancing   guidelines
● line up when the bell rings and wait for 

their teacher to come and escort 
them in. 

Learning Commons

ECSD encourages the safe opening of 
our Learning Commons space for 
student and staff use. Measures will be 
put in place to promote physical 
distancing in the Learning Commons. 
One door will be used for entry and 
another for exiting. 

A safe distribution of materials will be 
put in place in order to meet COVID 
restrictions. This may include limited 
access or wait times for materials. 
Students will still be allowed to take 
books out of the library to take home as 
they have done in the past. Once 
returned, they will be placed in a bin 
and then sanitized by school staff 
before being put back on the shelves. 

Lining Up and Hallway Travelling

On the first few days of school, staff will 
direct students on how to line up and 
walk through hallways practicing social 
distancing. All students will be required 
to wear a mask when they are lining 
up and in the hallways. 

Signage such as posters and floor 
decals have been put in place all 
around the school which will help 
remind students and staff to keep a 
safe distance from others. 

In order to minimize the number of 
students in the hallways, schedules will 
be put in place for staggered recess 
breaks, lunch breaks and bathroom 
breaks. 
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Lockers and Personal Supplies

Lockers and coat hook cubbies are 
now permissible for elementary 
students. Students will keep their 
personal belongings in the 
lockers/cubbies within in their cohort 
room or classroom area. Students are 
encouraged to minimize the number of 
belongings they have at school. 

In the coming weeks we will be 
opening lockers for student use. 
Students will be broken up into groups 
and those groups will go out one at a 
time from class to put their personal 
belongings in their locker. 

Students will be socially distanced and 
lockers will be sprayed and wiped 
down two to three times a day. 

Mask Usage

The present guidance from the Chief 
Medical Officer of Health indicates 
that students in grade 4 to 12 will be 
mandated to wear masks. Although it 
is not mandated for Kindergarten to 
grade 3, the use of masks is strongly 
recommended to help reduce the 
potential transmission and exposure. 
All students will be provided with 2 
reusable masks by Alberta Education. 
We ask that all masks are labelled with 
the students’ name. Students should 
have at least 2 clean masks at school 
available to wear. We suggest putting 
them in a carry case also labelled with 
the student name. Masks should be 
washed daily and brought back the 
next day. 

Online Learning

If parents have chosen the online 
learning option, school will begin on 
September 8th for these students. Once 
a family chooses online learning the 
student will remain in an online group 
until the next quarter with an assigned 
teacher. Online students will still be 
registered at OLOP but their teacher 
may or may not be a staff member at 
the school. Online instruction will cover 
the required areas of the provincial 
curriculum. The focus will be core 
subject areas with a modified focus on 
complementary courses. Three weeks 
before the end of the quarter all 
parents will have the opportunity to 
select the type of learning they want for 
their child for the next quarter.    

Parent Access in the Building

At this time, we are not allowing 
volunteers in the school. This is in order 
to maintain the integrity of cohorts. 

We know that the home/school 
relationship is key to the success of our 
students. We encourage parents to 
make phone or online appointments 
with all school staff rather than 
in-person visits to the school. Parents 
will not be able to enter the school 
unless they are picking up a sick child 
or have made an appointment. 
Parents are asked to use the 
self-screening tool should they have to 
enter the building. Upon entry, the 
parent/guardian must wear a mask 
and sanitize their hands. 
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Schoolyard Playground

● The playground will be off limits 
before and after school. 

● During the day, students will be 
provided access to the school 
yard and playground equipment 
in a manner that supports cohort 
integrity and the maintenance of 
physical distancing.

● Students will be expected to 
wash their hands using proper 
hand hygiene both before and 
after using the playground 
equipment. 

Staggered Recess and Lunch

Recess breaks will be divided into two 
staggered times. This is the case for 
the morning recess and lunch recess 
to reduce the number of students 
exiting, playing and entering the 
school. Supervisors will encourage 
students to practice physical 
distancing while having recess breaks.

Students will remain in their assigned 
learning cohort for recess activities. 
Mask use while outside is not 
mandatory as long as students are 
maintaining a physical distance of 
two meters. We will ensure that 
cohorts have an area outside that 
supports a safe activity promoting 
play and physical activity. 

Student Lunches and Lunch Time

Our lunch time routine will be 
staggered similar to recess break. The 
first group will go outside, come in and 
wash their hands and then eat their 
lunch in their classroom. While the first 
group is eating, the second group will 
go outside first and then come in and 
wash their hands and eat their lunch. 
This will help reduce the number of 
students in the hallways, outside and in 
the washrooms. 

If a student forgets their lunch one will 
be provided by the school. Treats 
cannot be sent from home for birthdays 
or special events as was done in the 
past. As well, students will not be 
allowed to share any food with 
classmates. 

Students with Symptoms

Should a student exhibit signs of illness 
at school, they will be moved to a 
designated private area within the 
school. Parents/caregivers will be 
notified and advised to pick up their 
child immediately. Please ensure that 
all student emergency contact 
information is up-to-date in the event 
that parents cannot be reached. 

Should a student become ill, they will 
put a mask on, move to our 
designated quarantine area and wait 
to be picked up. A parent/caregiver or 
emergency contact must pick  up the 
child as soon as possible.
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Reporting of Student Illness

Students with symptoms must not attend school. Anyone that reports symptoms 
must stay home and seek health care advice as appropriate. Parents can call 
Health Link 811 or their primary health care practitioner and fill out the AHS Online 
Self-Assessment tool to determine if their child should be tested. If a child 
develops symptoms that could be caused by either COVID-19 or by a known 
pre-existing condition (e.g., allergies, chronic cough), the child should be tested 
for COVID-19 to confirm that it is not the source of their symptoms before returning 
to school.  

Given the nature of our current pandemic, we felt it important to outline and 
clearly establish a process for parents to follow in the event of a student illness. The 
following outlines the steps to complete when reporting their child’s absence due 
to illness: 

1. Parent/Guardian assesses the child’s condition using the ECSD Covid-19 
Screening Questionnaire (shared at the beginning of the year and included 
in each monthly school newsletter).

2. If Parent/Guardian determines that the child needs to stay home, they are 
to call the school office and speak with office staff, or alternatively leave a 
phone message on school’s answering machine. When calling include 
details such as: full name of child(ren), homeroom and specific symptoms of 
illness.

3. Office staff will follow up to gather more information, if necessary.   Parents 
and office staff will use the AHS Student Illness guidelines to determine how 
many days their child should remain at home. If parents are not sure, we ask 
they call and seek clarification from our office and are not to send child to 
school until such time as they connect with our office.

4. Administration may follow up further with a phone call to get clarification 
and to determine additional next steps based on the AHS Student Illness 
guidelines.

5. Students who have symptoms as noted in the AHS document, must stay 
home and specific guidelines outlined in the AHS Student Illness document 
followed.

6. Testing for Covid as outlined, may be necessary depending on the 
circumstances, at which point the school requires a call back from the 
parent to indicate that the child is clear.

7. Should they not be clear to return, the child will be marked  as “Illness” in our 
attendance system.

8. The child will receive homeroom via google classroom and can expect to 
hear from their homeroom teacher.
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Confirmation of a Positive Covid-19

We want to reassure parents that in the event of a Covid-19 positive case, we as 
an administration team have been trained and have clear protocols to follow as 
established by ECSD in collaboration with AHS.  The following outlines the steps we 
complete when a positive COVID-19 is identified: 

1. A SPECIFIC letter notifying the parents of the HOMEROOM COHORT that is 
impacted directly is emailed to inform them. 
a. In that letter dates of exposure are indicated and specific instructions 

as to the return date of the classroom students is stated within the 
letter.

b. To respect privacy, personal details are not shared, and the 
homeroom class is not identified are not identified in any way to 
respect the individual’s right to privacy.

2. A GENERAL letter notifying ALL parents of our school community is also 
emailed to inform the community.

3. Should you receive the SPECIFIC HOMEROOM COHORT letter stating that 
your child has been directly impacted and your child has siblings; we ask 
that all siblings get tested and remain home until further contact form AHS.

4. Contact us with further information once you receive any from AHS.

5. We will mark them absent due to illness in our attendance system.

6. The children will receive homeroom via google classroom and can expect 
to hear from their homeroom teacher.

7. Once they are cleared to return via AHS, please contact the school.

The health of students and staff is our number 1 priority and as such, we will always 
take extra precautions to ensure optimum safety.  


