
Administrators’ Message

After a beautiful, busy September, October has arrived with vibrant fall colors and cooler

weather. We have been blessed with a wonderful start up to school this September. We are well

into the routines of school and our students have settled into the business of learning.

This fall, there are many reasons for the staff at École Our Lady of the Prairies School to be

thankful. We are abundantly thankful for being reunited with our students once again. We are

grateful for our families who have been so supportive. We are grateful for the words of kindness

that we receive every day from our parent community. We are grateful for our bus drivers who

bring our students safely to school. We are grateful for our custodians who ensure that our

school is safe for our school family.

On  Monday October  11th, we  will  pause  and  take  time  from  our busy  lives  to  celebrate

Thanksgiving,  a  day when  we  humbly count our blessings and give thanks for the bounty we

enjoy.

May God’s blessings be with you and your family during this time of Thanksgiving and

throughout this school year.  On behalf of the staff at École Our Lady of the Prairies School we

wish you a Happy Thanksgiving!

Mme Lorraine Sylvestre         Principal
Mme Candice Doucet            Assistant Principal
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Twitter and Instagram Accounts

Follow us on Twitter at OLOPecsd

Follow us on Instagram at olopecsd

Orange Shirt Day
National Day of Truth and Reconciliation
Orange Shirt Day is a time to reflect on the legacy of residential schools and

honour the survivors and the children who never got to go home. It is

observed on September 30th each year because this is the time that many

Indigenous children were forcibly removed from their families and

communities. For the first time ever, this date will be commemorated as a

federal holiday: National Day of Truth and Reconciliation.

On September 29th, as a way to come together in the spirit of reconciliation and to affirm that

every child matters, staff and students were encouraged to come to school in an orange shirt.

Students at École Our Lady of the Prairies learned about residential schools through

presentations created by ECSD Indigenous Services department. Each class is now working on

a class message for our “Every Child Matters” banner.
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Learning in Grade 1
In Grade 1 we spend lots of time ensuring the children can follow routines in order to keep

everyone safe and having fun. We learn to sit 'crisscross applesauce, hands in our basket' when

seated at the carpet, and we have songs for getting ready to walk respectfully in the hallways as

well. We learn to listen for the whistle when moving safely in the gym, and also for the bells at

recess.

Right now we are focusing on letter identification and the sounds each letter makes. We learned

about long and short vowel sounds, how to isolate ending sounds in words, building compound

words, and also all about rhyming.

In Religion, we learned that all children are created by God and

that God has named us even before our mommies and daddies

do. We painted our names and created a giant sunshine to

depict that on the first day, God made light. The children loved

connecting their names and the meaning of their names to our

school's theme book for the year which is

Sulwe by Lupita Nyong'o.

In Social Studies we are learning all about the community of Callingwood and in

Science we are exploring the 4 Seasons. These themes make for some

interesting activities to create in Art as we explore the ways leaves change and

how the days get shorter.

In Math, we are representing numbers to 10 pictorially, on our

fingers, using blocks and snap cubes and by reading the number

words. We also learned how to make patterns using ABAB,

AABAAB, ABBABB and ABCABC.

We are looking forward to all of the fun activities that are coming up for Read In Week and

working on our Social Justice project around Thanksgiving. Great job, so far Grade Ones!
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Terry Fox School Run
Our Lady of The Prairies is proud to be participating in this year’s Terry Fox School Run. Let’s

get our fundraising going and show everyone how we can “try like Terry”!. Donate to:

http://www.terryfox.ca/OurLadyofThePrairies. Together, we can all make a difference. If we

reach our fundraising goal of $250, Miss Cregan will dye her hair pink!

National Custodian Recognition Day is October 2nd
October 2nd is National Custodian Recognition Day, a day in which students and staff at École

Our Lady of the Prairies show recognition and appreciation for our custodial team. We recognize

Mr. Kris Necesito and Mr. William Bautista who work tirelessly every day to ensure the smooth

operation of our school. On this day, we say “Thank-you” and show gratitude for our custodial

team who help to maintain our school and our grounds to be safe and look good everyday.

School Advisory Council
The purpose of the School Council is to promote the exchange of ideas and involvement of

parents and school staff in matters relating to school programs and policy. Our School council

sponsors and supports many fundraising activities in the school. The S.A.C. provides for

parents and staff, a vehicle for communication and an opportunity for positive support of the

educational vision of École Our Lady of the Prairies School. Our first meeting is Monday,

October 4th at 4:30pm. Watch for all our meetings as everyone is invited to attend.

World Teachers’ Day
Teachers play an important role in the lives of our students. Since 1994, parents and students

from around the world have celebrated World Teachers’ Day to commemorate their work and

their contributions to society. Our teachers have worked diligently to ensure that this year’s

re-entry was a smooth one for our students. On October 5, take the time to let your child’s

teacher know that he or she is appreciated!

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.terryfox.ca%2FOurLadyofThePrairies&data=04%7C01%7Ccandice.doucet%40ecsd.net%7Cf608224d92d048a6b4e508d97923b9a8%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637674016609098337%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=S0Nl7fGRt3XD7rvGSztlF%2FgLMVulGwuKJuOonqpokOQ%3D&reserved=0
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Read-In Week is October 4-8: To Each Their Own Story
Read-In-Week is an opportunity for the students

to listen to stories read by guests. This year, Read

In Week 2021 will be virtual, and we are proud to

build and enhance both personal and community

relationships through literacy and the love of

reading. With schools unable to welcome guests

into our classrooms, teachers will be preparing

videos of themselves reading  to replace regular

in-person Read In events. With schools unable to welcome guests into their classrooms,

teachers will be inviting family, friends and special guests to read a book via TEAMS.

Thanksgiving Celebration
October is also a month for the celebration of Thanksgiving

and students will have many opportunities to reflect on the

things in their lives for which they are most thankful. A

Thanksgiving Liturgy of the Word will be celebrated virtually

on October 8th in each classroom.

There will be no school on Monday, October 11 for Thanksgiving Day.  École Our Lady of the

Prairies School Staff would like to wish your family a Happy Thanksgiving and a safe and

bountiful holiday weekend!

ECSD Faith Formation Day is October 18th
Monday, October 18th is the municipal election. Many of our schools will be used as polling

stations. Faith Formation/PD Days previously scheduled for half-days on October 28 and April

28 will now be a full-day on October 18.

There is no school for ECSD students on this day.
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Scare Away Hunger Food Drive
Families are invited to send food donations to school with

their child on October 29th. Donations can also be dropped

off at the office in advance of this date. This food drive is to

benefit needy families in our school community.

Thank you for your generosity!

Fall Break
This year, ECSD schools will be closed for Fall Break. The break will immediately follow

Remembrance Day from November 12th to 15th. Students will return to class on Tuesday,

November 16th.

Cold Weather
During extremely cold (-20○ C) or rainy weather, students may enter the

school once supervision begins in the morning. The supervising teacher(s)

will monitor the students indoors. Please ensure that your child is

adequately dressed for outdoor recess.
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Water bottles
This year, water fountains will again not be used in their traditional

fashion.  They will only be used to fill water bottles.  It is important

that students bring a water bottle from home, pre-filled, that they can

refill throughout the day. There are 2 water bottle filling stations in the

school.

Parent PowerSchool Portal
The Parent PowerSchool Portal allows parents to see progress reports, student attendance,

and to pay fees.  Please call the office if you are unable to login to your account.

Emergency Evacuation / Crisis Management Plan
All Edmonton Catholic Schools are required to have a school crisis

management plan in place to ensure that the school will have adequate

resources to respond to the information needs of its stakeholder audiences

in the event of a crisis. The plan details different causes that could lead to an

immediate implementation of emergency measures. The children will learn

and practice lockdown drills that will help everyone become knowledgeable

of routines that could keep us safe.

If the school must be evacuated, the students and staff would relocate to Talmud Torah

School. We would then proceed to call all our parents to arrange for pick up. Students will not

be allowed to go home in “unaccounted for” fashion. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT WE HAVE

CURRENT HOME AND CELLPHONE NUMBERS FOR THIS VERY REASON.

In the case of an emergency, if possible, a fan out system will contact every family in the school.

In the case of an emergency our school Division will also post a notice on the homepage of our

website.

https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/home.html
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School Hours 2021-2022

Grades 1 to 6 (English and French Immersion Programs)

ECS English Kindergarten Extended Experiences Program

\

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday Thursday

8:15am Entry Bell 8:15am Entry Bell

8:20am – 10:15am Instructional Time 8:20am – 10:15am Instructional Time

10:15am -10:30am Recess Break 10:15am -10:30am Recess Break

10:30am – 12:00pm Instructional Time 10:30am – 11:52am Instructional Time

12:00pm – 12:40pm Lunch Break & Recess 11:52am Dismissal

12:40pm Entry Bell

12:45pm – 2:00pm Instructional Time

2:00pm – 2:05pm Movement Break

2:05pm – 2:55pm Instructional Time

2:55pm Dismissal

ECS French Immersion Kindergarten 4-Day Program

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday

No class Thursday

Morning Class

8:15am Entry Bell

8:15am – 11:20am Instructional Time

11:20am Dismissal
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