
 

 

Administrators Message 
Welcome to the 2020-2021 School Year! 

 
Welcome to the start of the 2020-21 school year!  
We are blessed and excited to welcome all of our new and returning students and families as well as 
staff to Our Lady of the Prairies School.  
  
This past year we all experienced huge changes to not only our lifestyle but even simple everyday 
living as we knew it! It forced us all to really take stock of and reflect on just how blessed we were, 
pre-COVID-19, to be free to do whatever we liked, whenever we liked. With the evolving COVID-19 
pandemic, life as we know it now is reminding us of what we have always known; that change is in-
evitable and as such, so is the need to embrace change. It cannot be overstated that being comforta-
ble with change is not only important, it is in fact, inevitable and we must work at being comfortable 
with change.  
 
With that said, as we move forward this year, our school wide theme for the year, ‘God Calls Each 
of Us by Name’, invites us to reflect upon Isaiah 43:1: “I have called you by name; you are mine.” In 
this passage, God speaks to His people as their Creator and reminds us that God loves each of us 
unconditionally, as his children. We belong to God and knowing this is a wonderful answer to fear. 
We can know that He holds us, protects us, guards us, and cares for us. We can know that He would 
not have created, redeemed, and called us unless He intended to finish His work in us. How can we 
be afraid when we know that God is with us? As we begin the new school year, let us remember that 
each of us belongs to God, who loves and protects us.  
 
By this time, I am sure that you have read our OLOP Re-Entry Plan. With a strong planning team 
and the collaboration of our staff, we have coordinated for the smooth operations of our school.  
 
Not only did we coordinate for the startup of our in-school learning students (68%), we have also 
planned for and coordinated for students who will be working on their learning from at-home/online 
(32%). As a result of the numbers, four of our staff will be serving our student body as online staff 
and some of our students will be served by ECSD online staff for the first quarter.  
 
We want to sincerely thank our parents/guardians and our students for arriving on time for the first 
day of school and for following the instructions as was outlined in our re-entry plan.  
 
We believe children are at the center of our work and are grateful to be working in such an outstand-
ing learning community. We are looking forward to a happy and productive school year. Thanks for 
your continued support and understanding during these unprecedented times.  
 
Mme Nicole Falcone-Dempsey  Mrs. Shelley Bell  Mr. Russell Bennett  
Principal               Assistant Principal Assistant Principal  
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    Back to School Prayer 
It’s the first week of school Lord, 

It’s a big week for all of us.  Students full of questions and doubts and excitement.  Teachers full of 
ideas and plans and dreams.  Parents full of all the emotions. 

Protect our babies Lord, 

Whether it’s the first day of kindergarten or grade 6, those students are our children.  We want this 
school year to be full of good things.  Let them make friends and reach out to those who are lonely.  

Give them attentive minds and caring hearts.   

Bless the teachers Lord, 

These men and women who have committed to invest in the next generation.  Give them  

discernment and wisdom to see each student’s unique abilities and gifts.  Multiply their  

preparation and may their plans be fruitful.  Fill the day with moments of wonder.  Remind them of 
their special place in the lives of their students and give them confidence in their abilities as teachers. 

And for all the parents, Lord, a prayer for peace. 

Give us plenty to do so we don’t have time to fret.  Let us be extraordinarily grateful for the privilege of 
parenting.  Fill us with wisdom as we watch our babies grow.  Grant us patience and kindness as they 

stretch their wings.  Hold us close to You as we learn to let them go.   

It’s the first week of school Lord, 

Watch over all of us—students, teachers, and moms.  Guard our hearts.  Focus our minds. Draw us to 
You.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Our Lady of the Prairies Staff List—2020-2021 



 

 

SEPTEMBER 2020 
September 8 First full day of School for all students  

Bussing begins for Kindergarten  

September 11 Picture Day 
 

September 16 School Wide MIPI Pre Math Assessment 

September 17 Meet the Staff—Digital Format (more info to come) 

September 18 School Opening Celebration 9:00am - (Students and staff only) 

September 23 Gr. 6 Team Building @ OLOP / SCHOOL SPIRIT WEAR DAY  

September 28 Terry Fox Run Cohort 1  

September 29 Terry Fox Run Cohort 2 

September 30 Orange Shirt Day 

OCTOBER 2020 
October 1 PD Day—NO SCHOOL (SEL Coach Presentation) 

October 2 School Wide Home Reading Begins 

October 5-9 Read In Week 

October 9 Thanksgiving celebration 1pm - (Students and staff only) 

October 12 Thanksgiving Day – NO SCHOOL 

October 19 Picture Retakes 

October 19-30 Gr. 6 CCAT Testing 

October 25 NO SCHOOL  - District Faith Formation Day 

October 30 Halloween Activities (Early Dismissal) 

NOVEMBER 2020 
November 10 Remembrance Day Liturgy 9am - (Students and staff only) 

November 11 Remembrance Day – NO SCHOOL 

November 19 1:00 pm—Dr. Jody Carrington PD (GYM) 

November 27 SCHOOL SPIRIT WEAR DAY  



 

 



 

 

This year our students’ individual 
photographs will be taken on:  

FRIDAY, September 11 by Life 
Touch.  More details will be com-
ing your way in the student pack-
ages. Consistent with last year, 
class pictures will once again take 
the format of a composite of stu-
dent individual portraits. No group 
class photo will be taken.  

School Photo Day 

 

 
 

For the safety of your children, you are reminded that the school parking lot is for teacher use 
only from 7:45 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. and is never available for parent parking during these hours.  
Please do not drive into the parking lot to turn around as it is very unsafe! 
 
The bus zone at the front of the school is only to be used by our school buses for student drop-off 
and pick-up! Please do not park in the bus zone and please do not do u-turns in the intersection. A 
reminder that students using the bus must line up in front of their bus to check off their name before  
boarding the bus in a safe manner. If a student is not riding the bus they need to notify the office be-
fore 2:45pm or the bus driver.  
 
Dropping off students at a cross walk is illegal and can bring a fine.  Also, please ensure that 
you are using the crosswalk to cross the street. Do not park in the handicapped zone without a 
proper permit or in front of any orange pylons. Please always choose safety over convenience. 
Take advantage of our drop off zone in the mornings so that you can easily get your child to their 
door.  

All school fees have been post-
ed to your Parent Power School 
account. If you wish to have a 
paper copy please contact the 
office. These must be paid  
online using your Power School 
account. We ask that all fees be 
paid by September 30

th
.For 

more detailed information re-
garding school fees please visit:  

www.ourladyoftheprairies.ecsd.net 

School Fees 

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 

Office hours are 8:00 AM to 3:30 PM.  During this time there will be someone in the office to take 
your calls. All students should be dropped off and picked up at their child’s designated 
door.  

Please leave a message on our answering machine if you call outside office hours. 

*Whether you child is an online student or at school learning, you must call the office then they 
are going to be absent. Please call the office at 780-481-0389 by 8:45 am or 12:30 pm for after-



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To our Custodi-
ans Mr. Necesito & Mr. Bautista for their hard 
work in preparing our school in such a clean 
manner for the return of staff and students!  We 
are very lucky to have you!! 

 

Students are reminded that it is their responsi-
bility to use the waste baskets, recycle contain-
ers and juice box containers properly.  If we all 
work together, we can keep our school looking 
‘back to school’ clean! 

 
 

ECS English Kindergarten & Grades 1-6  
 

    

    Morning    Afternoon 
Monday   8:15 a.m. - Recess  12:40 - 2:54 p.m. 
Tuesday   8:15 a.m. - Recess  12:40 - 2:54 p.m. 
Wednesday  8:15 a.m. - Recess  12:40 - 2:54 p.m. 
Thursday   8:15 a.m. - Recess  No School for Students 
Friday   8:15 a.m. - Recess  12:40 - 2:54 p.m. 
 
Recess Cohort 1  9:50 - 10:05 a.m.   11:30 - 11:50 a.m. 
Recess Cohort 2  10:15 - 10:30 a.m.  12:00 - 12:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ECS French Kindergarten   
     AM                                      
Monday    8:15 - 11:20 a.m.   
Tuesday    8:15 - 11:20 a.m.   
Wednesday    8:15 - 11:20 a.m.   
Thursday    No School     
Friday     8:15 - 11:20 a.m.   



 

 

 
 

On-Line Fee Payment Instructions 
 

1. Log in to PowerSchool at:  https://
powerschool.ecsd.net/public/ 
*Parents who have not yet logged into Pow-
erSchool will be receiving their Log-in infor-
mation in the Friday Envelope. 
 
2. Select ‘School Fees’ from the Navigation Menu 
and then click on  to connect to the Student Quick 
Pay website. 
 
3. Select the Student’s tab to view itemized fee 
details 
 
4. Click to Add specific items to the Cart or choose 
to Add ALL at once 
 
5. Once selected, View Cart or proceed to Check-
out 
 
6. Enter the credit card information and Submit 



 

 

COMMUNICATION/COLLABORATION FROM SCHOOL TO HOME –  

MANY WAYS WE GET INFORMATION OUT TO PARENTS 

 

Research indicates that students experience success in school through the ongoing support of their par-

ents and collaborative partnership between home and school.  Consistency between the school and 

home related to the importance of skills of independency such as organization, time management, emo-

tional self-management and focus on schoolwork are key towards building positive, healthy, diligent and 

conscientious habits. Highlighted for your reference, is a brief listing of several ways that parents can help 

their children remain focused, while staying informed about their child’s school day:  

 

Talk with your kids - Ask them every day about their activities at school and have them show you 

what they have been doing.  

 

Look at their agenda and regularly check your emails - This is an excellent way to 

learn about what is happening at school. Their agenda book can become an excellent communication tool 

between you and their teacher. Every homeroom teacher will send you a weekly email updating you on 

what is happening for the week. Stay informed! 

 

Read the monthly newsletter / calendar - The monthly newsletter and calendar will be 

sent out electronically to all parents using our Swift K12 system.  It will also be posted to our school’s 

website on the last day of each month for the upcoming month’s information.   

 

Visit our website at www.ourladyoftheprairies.ecsd.net - There you will  find sev-

eral details related to our school’s academic and extra-curricular programs, school policies and proce-

dures, upcoming calendar of events, school council information, agenda and minutes as well as, learning 

and programming initiatives for the students. To access the information simply click on the left side tool 

bar on the website and click on the scroll down menu for the specific information you wish to have.    

 

Ask to see their Google Classroom & Classroom Website - This is an 

excellent way to learn about what is happening in your child’s classroom and the specific learning projects 

and assignments they are engaged in. Teachers also post specific projects and events going on in their 

classroom and in Google Classroom, you will be able to see specific feedback they provide your child in 

their learning assignments. As well, if your child should have to stay home for an extended period of time 

teachers would be able to access all assignments online through their google classroom.  

 

  



 

 

Allergy Awareness 

We have students with life-threatening allergies to peanuts and nut products. In some cases, these allergies are 

so severe that just a trace of, or even the smell of peanuts or nut products, could send the child into anaphylac-

tic shock. If this happens, the child’s throat tightens and swells and he or she may stop breathing. This type of 

severe allergic reaction can be fatal. Although we cannot absolutely guarantee that students will not come into 

contact with nut products, we do wish to limit the chances of such an occurrence. Please don’t let your children 

bring any foods to school that contain even a trace amount of peanuts or nuts.  

 

Assessment of Learning/Report Cards/Power Teacher Pro  

Assessment serves several different purposes, depending upon the needs of the student and teacher. It may be 

diagnostic, used to find out what students already know and can do. It may be formative, used to help stu-

dents improve their learning, and to help inform teachers’ next steps in planning. It may be summative, letting 

all stakeholders know what students have learned in reference to the outcomes of the program of studies at a 

specific time and/or within a prescribed time period.  

Assessment is planned, purposeful with both instruction and assessment aligning to the programs of studies. It 

is also important that assessment be balanced, including conversations, observations, and products (oral, per-

formance, and written). It must flexible in order to improve learning for all students. Assessment and instruction 

work hand in hand; ensuring that assessments inform teaching and results in deep learning for the child. 

Teachers construct and develop unit plans by beginning with the end in mind. Ongoing assessment and com-

munication of assessment is critical to the learning process.  

For assessment to be helpful to students, it must inform them in words – not numerical scores or letter grades – 

what they have done well, what they have done poorly, and what they need to do next in order to improve. This 

feedback must be informed by deep content knowledge in which teachers provide clear direction to students, 

with reference to specific criteria for success. In addition, assessment is a collaborative process that is most 

effective when it involves self, peer, and teacher feedback. Students must be explicitly taught how to engage in 

this process. Teachers identify criteria using rubrics and exemplars to indicate what proficiency/understanding of 

a concept, skill, process and/or procedure looks like, in reference to relevant grade-level outcomes.  

Attendance / Lates / Absenteeism (At school and online) 

Regular attendance and punctuality at school are important factors that positively affect student achievement. 

Section 13(1) of the School Act states that “An individual who is younger than 16 years of age shall attend 

school.”  As such, if a child is not attending regularly you will be communicated to regarding the attendance is-

sues.  Should the problem continue please be advised that according to the School Act, Section 15(1) states the 

responsibilities of the school in attempting to enforce regular attendance. Where no progress appears to be 

forthcoming, it is our responsibility to refer the matter to the Attendance Board for review.   Attendance is moni-

tored by the homeroom teacher and the school office. An unexplained absence will result in a telephone call to 

the parent via our automated system. The first bell rings at 8:15am daily.  

 



 

 

 

Crisis Management Plan Information (Fire Drills / Lockdows / Evacuations) 

École Our Lady of the Prairies is a safe place to be because our staff, students, parents and community work to-

gether to make it safe for our children.  In the classroom, teachers talk to students about safety and the im-

portance of being prepared.  Being prepared means doing a good job at assessing any risks or threats and then 

being able to respond quickly and effectively. During the month of September and after each major break such 

as Christmas and spring, we will be reviewing and having both, fire drills and lockdown drills.  

 

Custody Arrangements 

In the event of a legal custody/guardianship arrangement, it is the responsibility of the parent to notify the school 

and to submit the pertinent legal documents to the school.  Please note that the school will only honor the terms 

of legal documents contained within the student file.  Legal documents must be current and certified.   

 

During a Fire Drill 

Your child will participate in a simple exercise to practice the procedures of leaving the school building and wait-

ing with the teacher outside until officials say it is okay to go back into the school. If you happen to be at the 

school to pick up your child please move away from  the building and go back to you car until the fire drill is over. 

Students must be wearing indoor shoes at all times.   

 

During a Lock Down 

Your child will participate in an organized exercise to secure both the classroom and school from the inside until 

officials say it is okay to move freely within the school again.  A lock down means that students are to remain in 

locked classrooms or in a pre-established safe area to keep them safe until the authorities determine that it is 

safe to remove the lock down procedure and allow students and staff to resume activities. Just as each teacher 

is asked to explain to his/her students the need to have such drills, please take a moment to explain to your chil-

dren that there is a need to have these practice drills as it helps to ensure everyone’s safety.   

 

During a School Evacuation 

The purpose of an evacuation is to ensure that everyone is out of the building as quickly as possible. This would 

usually occur due to a fire or other danger to safety within the building. Everyone remains outside the school until 

it is safe to go back inside. In the event of an evacuation that requires an extended amount of time, parents 

would be notified using our automated system and given further instructions whereby the parents would be redi-

rected to an alternate pick up location.  Staff and students would be directed to our designated off-site location at 

Talmud Torah School, where parents will be expected to check in and pick up their children at that location. Or-

derly and respectful conduct that is mindful of the need for following protocols and established logistics is para-

mount for the safety and security of all students.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Inclement Weather 

The staff at École Our Lady of the Prairies School pay close attention to weather conditions using the Edmonton 

Weather Network.  Decisions regarding outdoor activities take into consideration inclement weather that may result 

from the following conditions or combination of conditions: continuous rain, extreme wind, cold or air quality.  We 

will cancel recess if the temperature is at –20 degrees or colder, or if the wind-chill factor is at –20 degrees or cold-

er or air quality is poor.  The following guidelines will be implemented as part of our tracking weather conditions:  

• Before and after school access may need to be adjusted (i.e. students may be allowed access inside the 

school before the morning bell rather than remaining outside) through their designated door. 

• Whenever outdoor recess is cancelled, an inside, supervised break will occur. 

• Recesses will be indoors only during extreme weather conditions, as outlined above, as such, students should 

come to school dressed appropriately for outdoors and extreme weather. 

• Recess is important in that it is a vital time for socialization, exercise, the opportunity to eat a snack/drink a 

beverage, and to recharge mentally. 

• Please be reminded that if a student is too sick to go outside, they are too sick to attend school and should be 

at home resting, as well as for the sake of all those back at the school. 

• Please go through the COVID-19 self– assessment before coming to school. If your child exhibits any symp-

toms on the assessment then please refrain from sending them to school.  

 

Recess Expectations 

Good health is necessary for effective and optimal learning. Recess is important in that it is a vital time for sociali-

zation, exercise, the opportunity to eat a snack/drink a beverage, and to recharge mentally.  If your child has come 

to school, it is expected that they participate in recess breaks and should be dressed appropriately. Recess will 

always be outdoors unless inclement weather conditions are in place.  

 

Report Cards  

The student’s progress is reported on an ongoing basis. Student progress will be formally reported to parents two 

times per year in the form of an online report card in January and a final report card in June which will be posted to 

PowerSchool where the next grade level placement recommendation is made in June. It is imperative that parents 

have a Power School Log on in order to access ongoing assessments and report cards. Please log in to Power 

School regularly to be aware of the progress of your child. Assessments are entered by the teachers throughout 

the term.  

Website 

Online communication is the quickest, most accurate source of information for parents.  Our school’s website is 

https://www.ourladyoftheprairies.ecsd.net. Our website is updated regularly and includes general information, 

monthly calendars of events, school newsletters, special events, classroom information and school council infor-

mation such as meeting agendas, as well as minutes, educational links for students, parents, and staff learning. 

Links to all classroom websites can also be found on our website.  
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 September 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 1 2 3 4 

 

5 

6 7 
LABOUR 

DAY  
NO  

CLASSES 
 

 

8 

 

9 10 

 

11 
 

PICTURE 
DAY FOR AT 

SCHOOL 
STUDENTS 

ONLY 

 

12 

13 14 15 16 
 

SCHOOL 
WIDE MATH 

MIPI  
ASSESS-

MENT  
(GR. 2-6) 

17 
 

MEET THE 
TEACHER 
DIGITAL 
FORMAT 

 

18 
 

OPENING 
CELEBR.  

 

19 

20 21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

GR. 6 TEAM 
BUILDING @ 

OLOP 
 

School Spirit 
Wear Day 

24 
 

25 26 

27 28 
 

Terry Fox 
Run  

cohort #1 

29 
 

Terry Fox 
Run  

cohort #2 

30 
 

ORANGE 
SHIRT DAY 

   


