
Administrators’ Message

Welcome back to a new school year! To all our returning families, we are excited
to see you again and hope you had a restful and enjoyable summer. To all the
students and their families who are new to our school, we extend the warmest
welcome and hope you will feel at home within the École Our Lady of the Prairies
School community.

We invite all parents to familiarize themselves with the Division Re-entry Plan for
the 2021-2022 school year, as it covers the procedures we will be putting in place
for students, parents, and staff.  The Division Re-entry plan is designed to support
schools in reducing the risk of transmission of illness and maintaining safe and
healthy environments for our students and staff.

As a Catholic school community, we continue to set our minds on Christ; for it is in
Christ that we find our peace, our comfort, and our joy in times of trouble. We
thank all of our students, families, staff, and stakeholders for walking together in
Christ during these uncertain times. In preparing for the upcoming school year, we
know that we remain faced with the dynamic and complex challenges of Covid-19.
Together, we will do our utmost to mitigate risks, and offer the best quality
Catholic education possible.

Mme Lorraine Sylvestre         Principal

Mme Candice Doucet            Assistant Principal
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Meet the Staff
École our Lady of the Prairies welcomes our new and returning staff for the 2021-22 school

year!

Mrs. Ellesar Abboud is a Therapeutic Assistant in Behavioural Therapy.

This is her fourth year working at Our Lady of the Prairies School.  She lives

on an acreage outside of Edmonton where she and her family make

long-lasting memories. Her hobbies include travelling, crafting, and

making good food.  She feels truly blessed to be surrounded by so many

wonderful people and can't wait to start this school year together.

Ms. Tracy Ardron is very excited to be teaching Grade 2 at OLOP

this year.  This is her 9th year teaching with Edmonton Catholic

Schools, and her 7th year teaching at Our Lady of the Prairies.

Some of her favourite things to do include fishing, drinking tea, and

going on weekend road trips!

Mme Alicia Baillargeon is in her second year teaching French

Immersion with ECSD at OLOP.  This year, she is teaching Grade 3.

During her free time, she likes to scrapbook and visit Home Depot to

buy houseplants.

Mr. William Bautista is the evening custodian and loves working at Our Lady of the Prairies.

He wishes everyone a wonderful year.
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Mrs. Elise Bell, our Grade 1 teacher, was born and

raised in Ontario! Although she is not a fan of colder

weather, she loves hiking, camping and exploring new

trails. She also loves animals; she has two dogs and a

horse!

Mrs. Sonia Brown was born and raised in Brazil and emigrated to

Canada in 1997.  She is a Special Needs Educational Assistant and has

been working for The Edmonton Catholic School Division for the past 21

years.  She is looking forward to another year at Our Lady of the

Prairies.

Mr. Zachary Brown is the new Grade 6 teacher. He is incredibly excited

to be at Our Lady of the Prairies and to share his passion for teaching

and physical fitness with everyone! His hobbies include golfing, playing

pickleball, and generally anything where he gets to be outdoors. He

looks forward to meeting everyone!

Mrs. Pat Bruin is a Special Needs Educational Assistant. This is her 21st

year with Edmonton Catholic Schools.  She is looking forward to a great

year!
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Mme Pam Byer teaches French Immersion Kindergarten, both morning

and afternoon classes.  She grew up in a French Immersion family in a

small north shore town in New Brunswick.  She loves to garden, cook, and

sit by the fire with a great cup of coffee.  Pam loves witnessing students

exploring their interests, developing their skills, and growing into confident

little learners.

Mme Natalie Campbell is a new teacher at our school

this year! She is very excited to be teaching Grade 2

French Immersion and to be a part of the OLOP

family!

Mme Francesca Catena is the  French Immersion Grade 4/5 teacher.

Francesca aims to inspire students to become life-long learners. In

her free time, she enjoys embroidering and reading.

Mrs. Marta Chomej will be teaching Grade 5 this year. She moved to

Edmonton from Oakville, Ontario 6 years ago and has worked at Our

Lady of the Prairies ever since. Marta feels absolutely blessed to be

welcomed back to our amazing school community and is excited to

start a new school year together.
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Mrs. Amy Cook will be teaching Grade 2!  This is her 11th year teaching

with Edmonton Catholic Schools, and her 9th year teaching at Our Lady

of the Prairies.  Some of Mrs. Cook’s favourite things to do include

spending time with her husband and 5 year old twin boys, drinking

coffee, and taking her two dogs for a walk!  She also enjoys reading,

taking care of her house plants, and shopping!

Ms. Cheryl Cook is the Early Childhood Educator leading the

Extensions portion for Full Day English Kindergarten this year. She

graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Child and Youth Work in 2009

from Grant MacEwan University. She has been working at OLOP

since 2011. She started her career at ECSD in 100 Voices as an Early

Learning Facilitator. She supported the children and their families by

accessing Program Unit Funding both in the classroom and outside

class hours via Family Oriented Programming. Her knowledge and

passion for Early Childhood Education continues this year as she

begins her second year in the Extensions program. Our Lady of the

Prairies is truly a second home to her and she looks forward to

seeing our families and students return this year.

Mrs. Courtney Cregan has been teaching at Our Lady of the

Prairies for 9 years now, all of which have been spent in early

learning. She is very passionate about Kindergarten and how far

she gets to see the children develop through the year. She believes

Kindergarten is the foundation of a child's love of learning, which is

why she aims to make a fun, happy, and safe space for every child.

When Courtney’s not teaching, she sings, enjoys drinking tea, loves

cuddling her cat and playing board games with her husband who

she married this past summer.
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Mme Jessica de Jesus is the Grade 6 French Immersion teacher this

year.  She was born in Edmonton. Jessica loves to spend time with her

family, go on hikes, read, and watch Marvel movies on the weekend.

She believes that learning is valuable to reach one’s dream!

Ms. Julia Dean grew up in British Columbia and moved to Alberta 5

years ago to complete her education degree at the University of

Alberta. She has been teaching for the past two years. She enjoys

being outdoors: hiking, biking, and camping. She has a cat named

Maisy who is 6 years old. She is very excited to be part of the OLOP

staff and teaching Grade 3 this year.

Mrs. Charissa Dittmann is the Therapeutic Assistant for Speech and

Language at OLOP and has been with ECSD for 6 years. She is originally

from Toronto, where she completed her specialist degree in

psycholinguistics at the University of Toronto. Her studies sparked a

passion for working with children with communication difficulties and

she decided to pursue a career in speech therapy. When she’s not at

school, she is a mom to two kids and can most often be found doing

house renos, crafting, playing golf or drinking coffee.

Mrs. Fedy Dona was raised in the Philippines.  She spent most of

her life in Canada.  She graduated from the University in the

Philippines. She has worked with Edmonton Catholic Schools as an

Educational Assistant for 17 years. She is looking forward to a great

year!
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Mme Candice Doucet was born in Winnipeg but has lived in

Edmonton most of her life.  She has worked at OLOP for over 10

years.  She is married and has 3 kids.  In her free time she loves

to garden, swim and go on long walks with her 2 dogs.

Mrs. Maryana Dublanko has been teaching for 11 years. She

received her Masters of Education from the University of Alberta

in 2014. She loves to go camping, hiking, and playing volleyball.

Mrs. Edalyn Escoton is an educational assistant at OLOP. This year,

she is assigned to our vibrant Kindergarten class. Loving and

teaching little students are her everyday dose of happiness. Some

other things you want to know about her is that she was a nurse

in her home country, working in a school and hospital setting.

Ms. Cassandra Fata was born and raised in Edmonton. She has

lived on the North Side her whole life. Cassandra is half Italian

and half German. Some of her favorite things to do are watch

and play soccer, have coffee with her loved ones and travel.
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Mrs. Megan Fugleberg teaches Grade 1. She is eager to begin

another school year at Our Lady of the Prairies and looks forward

to seeing some new and returning faces! Teaching and Special

Needs Education has always been a calling for her. She grew up in

Edmonton and began working with children when she was 15 at

the YMCA in Callingwood. She has 2 young boys at home who

keep her on her toes, and she loves being a mother-it's a very

rewarding experience. In her spare time she enjoys going for bike

rides with her family, scrapbooking, and camping when the

weather is nice and sunny. She looks forward to meeting all the

families of the students in her class, whether it is virtually or from

a distance!

Ms. Kalinda Gauthier is our full-time Family School Liaison Worker.

She works with students and families in a variety of ways to increase

overall wellbeing. Call her at the school for more information.

Mrs. Sherri Gerritsen-Chretien is new to our OLOP team and can’t wait to get to know all of

the students and their families.  She wishes everyone a great year.

Ms. Kailee Hauger is the music teacher at our school. When she is not

teaching, she enjoys spending time with her daughter and husband.  She

loves playing multiple sports/exercising, and doing escape rooms!

Mrs. Kerri Helberg works in the front office.

She loves working at Our Lady of the Prairies School and looks

forward to meeting all of the children this year. She enjoys gardening

and travelling with her family. She wishes everyone an awesome year!
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Ms. Cassandra Horner is the English Grade 4/5  teacher this school year.

She has been teaching combined classes for 5 out of 7 years of her

career.  Some would say that she is a combined class expert! She is also

known to be the BIGGEST Disney fan in the school.

Ms. Aaliya Jaffri is the Emotional Behavioral Specialist for our school. Ms. Jaffri is new to Our

Lady of the Prairies and is excited to meet all of the students and their families.

Mrs. Diana Lefebvre is the Educational Assistant in Grade 6 English this

year. This is her 5th year at OLOP. She loves coffee, reading, cats and all

things geek, like superheroes.

Ms. Lisa Mackell (Media Resources/Librarian) loves assisting and

encouraging children to fall in love with reading for pleasure. Whether they

prefer graphic novels, non-fiction STEAM-based resources or the latest

page-turning novel, she makes it her goal to find engaging material for them

to enjoy.

Mrs. Breanne Lowe is originally from Medicine Hat, AB and went to the

University of Alberta for her Education degree.  She has been teaching

for 8 years all in either grade 1 or Kindergarten and is excited to teach

Grade 3 this year.  When she’s not at work you will find her camping in

the mountains with her husband and daughter, mountain biking, rock

climbing or finding any excuse to be outside.
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This is Mr. Kris Necesito’s 5th year as head custodian at Our

Lady of the Prairies.  He loves connecting with the staff and

students of the school. He is married and has 2 sons. He loves

cars, travelling with his family and playing basketball.

Mme Claudine Nyangezi is a French Instructor at Our Lady of the Prairies.  She is from

Rwanda in Africa.  She is married and has 4 kids. She is teaching in the Grade 1 French

Immersion classroom and is looking forward to working with all of the students.  She wishes

everyone a wonderful year.

Mme Julia Parrotta, our Grade 1 French teacher, was born and

raised in Edmonton Alberta as a Francophone-Italian. Her favourite

things to do on the weekend include biking, golfing, and skiing. She

has taught all grades from Kindergarten to Grade 3 and really

enjoys teaching at the primary level. She is excited to share her

Francophone culture with her students!

Ms. Micheala Philpitt is excited to be working at Our Lady of the Prairies.  She is a Therapeutic

Assistant in Behavior Therapy and is looking forward to supporting all of the students.

Mrs. Debbie Robin has been at Our Lady of the Prairies for several years.  She is an

Educational Assistant who will be working with our Kindergarten students.

Mrs. Lisa Salembier is an Educational Assistant who is working

in our Grade 2 classroom.  She has been an Educational

Assistant with Edmonton Catholic schools for 11 years. She has

two daughters, ages 13 and 16.  Mrs. Salembier can often be

found relaxing at her cabin!
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Ms. Adriana Senecal has been a Therapeutic Assistant for

Behavioral Therapy at Our Lady of the Prairies since January,

2020. She has an Arts Degree with a major in Psychology and a

minor in Sociology. Outside of school, she runs a beauty business

in the wedding industry and loves spending time with her dog,

Sadie!

Mme Lorraine Sylvestre has many years of experience as a school

administrator with ECSD and is excited to be the new principal at

École Our Lady of the Prairies. She looks forward to getting to know

the families in the school community. In her free time, Lorraine

enjoys cycling, swimming, and reading.

School Photos are September 17th - Wear your smile!
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National Day of Truth and Reconciliation
September 30th is the National Day of Truth and Reconciliation. This day commemorates and

honours the experiences and loss of the thousands of children who were placed in residential

schools. It is recognized annually as a way to come together in the spirit of reconciliation and to

affirm that every child matters.

Students at École Our Lady of the Prairies will participate in Orange Shirt Day on September

29th.
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School Hours 2021-2022

Grades 1 to 6 (English and French Immersion Programs)

ECS English Kindergarten Extended Experiences Program

\

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday Thursday

8:15am Entry Bell 8:15am Entry Bell

8:20am – 10:15am Instructional Time 8:20am – 10:15am Instructional Time

10:15am -10:30am Recess Break 10:15am -10:30am Recess Break

10:30am – 12:00pm Instructional Time 10:30am – 11:52am Instructional Time

12:00pm – 12:40pm Lunch Break & Recess 11:52am Dismissal

12:40pm Entry Bell

12:45pm – 2:00pm Instructional Time

2:00pm – 2:05pm Movement Break

2:05pm – 2:55pm Instructional Time

2:55pm Dismissal

ECS French Immersion Kindergarten 4-Day Program

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday

No class Thursday

Morning Class Afternoon Class

8:15am Entry Bell 11:50am Entry Bell

8:15am – 11:20am Instructional Time 11:50am– 2:55pm Instructional Time

11:20am Dismissal 2:55pm Dismissal
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School Supplies
School supply lists are posted on our website.  Families can purchase school supplies at a retail

location of their choosing.  Although School Start lists the brands they sell on the form, families

are free to purchase any brand of the item.

Attendance and Absenteeism
Regular attendance and punctuality are very important to every child’s success, and we ask

your co-operation in this regard. Students are expected to be in class during all school hours.

The school requires notification for any absence from school.

Late students must report to the office BEFORE going to the classroom.

If your child is leaving the school for any reason during the day, please notify the office or your

child’s teacher.

It is extremely important for the safety of your child that the school be informed of any

changes in telephone numbers at home and at work. Regular and punctual attendance is a

high expectation that we place on all students. This is an extremely important factor

connected to your child’s success at school. Students who show an attendance problem will be

referred to the administration and parents will be contacted. Your child’s academic success is

at the heart of our concern.

https://www.ecsd.net/8058/page/5489/school-supply-lists
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Cold Weather
The staff at École Our Lady of the Prairies pays close attention to weather

conditions. Children are not sent outside if conditions are not appropriate for

recess (continuous rain, extreme wind and/or extreme cold).

Cancellation of outdoor recess: Recess is important to children in that it

provides a break from regular school routine, a chance to get some fresh air,

and an opportunity to run off excess energy. We will only cancel outdoor recess after an

online check of the Weather Bureau determines that the temperature is below the division

requirement, OR on very wet or rainy days in the spring or fall. The decision to cancel outdoor

recess is a combination of all-weather factors. The division mandate for cancelling outdoor

recess is -20*C (in any combination of temperature and/or wind chill).

Whenever outdoor recess is cancelled, an inside supervised recess break will occur. If the

weather is extremely cold or wet, the students will be let into the school before the day

begins. During extremely cold (-20○ C) or rainy weather, students may enter the school once

supervision begins in the morning. The supervising teacher(s) will monitor the students

indoors. Also, if the air quality outside reaches a 7, students will remain indoors.

Communication
Open and positive communication between the home and the school is one of the most

important contributions we can make for the educational development of children.

Celebrations of Learning will be scheduled throughout the year, but these are not one-on-one

inter- views. If you need to meet with your child’s teacher or the administration, please book an

appointment. Together we will help all students achieve their personal academic best.

A monthly newsletter will be published on our website on

the first school day of each month. Please ensure that the

office has your correct email address to receive the

newsletter. Special announcements will be sent home with

students when necessary via paper copies.
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Concerns
Most concerns are easily resolved by first discussing the problem with the person directly

involved. When you have a concern about an issue at school, please make an appointment to

speak to the staff member concerned FIRST.

Edmonton Catholic Schools recognizes the freedom of all members of the school community

(students, staff, parents and neighbors) to voice their concerns in an appropriate manner to

the appropriate school personnel. The principle of “first contact” needs to be followed. This

means that the person(s) who has the concern, has the responsibility to begin addressing the

concern directly with those persons with whom they have the concern before taking their

concern elsewhere.

If the outcome of your meeting does not meet your satisfaction, place your complaint in

writing (no emails please) and submit it to the office for the principal to review. The principal

will clarify the issue of disagreement to determine what policy/policies of the school and/or

school division can be applied to resolve the issue. An appointment will be arranged with the

principal to discuss your concerns. Together we will work to find a mutually agreeable solution

to the issue. If a resolution is not found, please then involve school administration and School

Operations Services (SOS) as needed.

Water bottles
This year, water fountains will again not be used in their traditional

fashion.  They will only be used to fill water bottles. It is important

that students bring a water bottle from home, pre-filled, that they can

refill throughout the day. There are 3 water bottle filling stations in

the school.
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Emergency Evacuation / Crisis Management Plan
All Edmonton Catholic Schools are required to have a school crisis

management plan in place to ensure that the school will have adequate

resources to respond to the information needs of its stakeholder audiences in

the event of a crisis. The plan details different causes that could lead to an

immediate implementation of emergency measures. The children will learn

and practice lockdown drills that will help everyone become knowledgeable

of routines that could keep us safe.

If the school must be evacuated, the students and staff would relocate to Talmud Torah School.

We would then proceed to call all our parents to arrange for pick up. Students will not be

allowed to go home in “unaccounted for” fashion. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT WE HAVE CURRENT

HOME AND CELLPHONE NUMBERS FOR THIS VERY REASON.

In the case of an emergency, if possible, a fan out system will contact every family in the school.

In the case of an emergency our school District will also post a notice on the homepage of our

website.

Parking
Parking at the school is challenging. We ask you to avoid parking in front of the school as this area is

used by buses only. Please continue to assist us by:

● not parking in the bus zones in front of the school during the designated times:

0700-1600hrs

● using the HUG ZONE from 8:00am to 8:15am to minimize parking

● not using the staff parking lot

● not dropping off your children in the crosswalk

● not jaywalking

● not parking on the private property of the nearby apartment buildings or the school next

door

● REMEMBERING, we have a 30 km/hr. speed limit in front of our school for your child’s

safety.
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Allergies
Please alert your child’s teacher as well as the office staff if your

child suffers from severe allergies. Parents of children with severe

allergies must have a completed medical form on file. Forms are

available from the office and must be redone every year. We also

require that you send a current photo so your child can be easily

identified by staff members. Please be sure that the completed

form and photo have been submitted as soon as possible.

We ask that all students refrain from sharing lunch or snacks with

others.  Your help in this matter is greatly appreciated.

A reminder as well that all students who require an epi-pen or a puffer must wear it on their

person at all times. Please take the time to discuss this with your child. It is important to us that

all our students be safe.

Yellow Bus Transportation
If you will require changes to your child/ren’s yellow bus transportation, please contact the

school office or ECSD Transportation at transportationservices@ecsd.net

Division policy does not allow students to ride a bus route that is not theirs, or to get off at

any stop except their own.

mailto:transportationservices@ecsd.net
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Reporting Student Progress
Reporting a child’s progress is an integral component of the on-going teaching and learning

process. Edmonton Catholic’s Schools’ reporting process is a combination of progress report

cards, portfolios, Demonstrations of Learning and/or conferences. As part of this process the

parent, the child and the teacher are active participants in reviewing the progress of the

student. From this review, recommendations to encourage growth, and/or provide academic

supports can be developed. Accurate program planning can then be created based upon the

strengths and needs of the individual child.

Report Cards
All students in Kindergarten to Grade 6 receive a summary report/report card in January and

then again in June. Parents will be able to monitor their child’s progress on Power School

during the entire year. The outcomes used for each subject are directly linked to Alberta

Education’s Program of Studies. The outcomes covered may vary in number from one reporting

period to another. All report cards can be accessed electronically through PowerSchool.

Celebration of Learning
In November and again in March, a Celebration of Learning will be scheduled for all parents

and students. Each student will share his or her learning by leading the parent through a

series of tasks. A Plan of Action will be developed to encourage further growth.

Sacramental Celebration
The first faith educator of the child is the parent, as

stated in the Vatican II documents. As part of our

Catholic religion curriculum we support parents

when their children are going through sacramental

preparation at their local parishes. Parents are

equired to register their children into Sacramental

Preparation courses early in September through

their Church. We celebrate with students by sharing

their news on Télé-TV and presenting the student

with a special sacramental pin. Please have your

child share this information with their classroom

teacher so we do not miss anyone.



21

School Advisory Council
The purpose of the School Council is to promote the exchange of ideas and involvement of

parents and school staff in matters relating to school programs and policy. Our School council

sponsors and supports many fundraising activities in the school. The S.A.C. provides for

parents and staff, a vehicle for communication and an opportunity for positive support of the

educational vision of École Our Lady of the Prairies School. Watch for all our meetings as

everyone is invited to attend.

School Broadcast System
Every morning begins with students being ushered into their classroom seats with an

inspirational song playing. The students then turn their eyes to their Smart Boards and are

welcomed to the day by Grade 6 students who host the Télé-TV morning broadcast. The

students are asked to stand for the Lord’s Prayer or the Hail Mary in English and in French,

stand for the National Anthem and then to listen to the announcements. Throughout the year,

on a rotational basis, several students from each class read the liturgically based morning

prayer. This regular opening is then followed with announcements, birthday greetings and

other special presentations.
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