
Minutes   for   School   Advisory   Council   (SAC)   Annual   General   Mee�ng   
École   Our   Lady   of   the   Prairies   Online   Zoom   Mee�ng   

May   10,   2021   @    4:30   pm     
________________________________________________________________________________________   

  In   a�endance:     
Aileen   Langit   Panis   
Rossella   Trulli   
Leigh-Ann   MacNaughton   
Nicole   Cooper   
Charmain   Barne�   
Lya   Gordon   
Jackie   Ruszkowski   
Blair   Brown   
Yomi   Feyi-Akinribide   

  
  
  

Staff:   
Nicole   Falcone-Dempsey   

  
  
  

  
  

----       School   Council   Mee�ng      ----   
  

1)     4:34   Call   to   order   
  

2)   4:35    Welcome   and   Introduc�on   of   all   in   a�endance.   
  

Notes:   School   Advisory   Council   (SAC)   includes   all   parents,   guardians   and   staff   at   École   Our   Lady   of   the   Prairies.   In   a   
school   year,   we   meet   about   six   �mes   for   approximately   one   hour   with   a   couple   special   events   like   a   mini   
mee�ng   during   Meet   the   Teacher   in   September   and   the   Annual   General   Mee�ng   (AGM)   in   the   spring.   The   SAC   
helps   to   support   school   programs   and   ini�a�ves,   as   well   as   coordinate   and   request   volunteers   for   school   events.   

  
3) Opening   Prayer:    Read   by   Aileen   and   all   in   a�endance   

  
4) Review/Adopt   Agenda   for   today’s   AGM   and   AGM   Minutes   from   previous   mee�ng(s)   
  -   see   mo�ons   in   Appendix   A   
    
5) Addi�ons   to   Agenda   
  -   None   
  

6) Addi�ons   to   Mo�ons   
-   None   

  
7)               School   Approval   fees.    Lis�ng   of   what   parents   will   see   on   their   power   school.    $50.00   1-6   and   $30.00   Kinder   

  
8)      4:48   pm   Chair’s   Annual   Report   by   Aileen   Langit   Panis   
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-   Zoom   Mee�ngs:   Oct.   19    Welcome   back,   Meet   the   School   Advisory   Council   (SAC)   info/events   year   at   a   glance;   
Nov.   25;   Jan   18;   Feb.   22;   Apr.   12;   AGM   May   10.   During   each   school   council   mee�ng,   a   variety   of   parents   from   
students   of   different   grades   were   in   a�endance   to   gather   and   share   informa�on   affec�ng   our   school   
community.   

-   All   hot   lunches   were   put   on   hold   for   the   year   due   to   restric�ons.     

-   Staff   Apprecia�on:    Thank   you   to   all   OLOP   staff   for   their   resilience   and   hard   work   this   school   year,   most   
especially   with   the   challenges   of   the   COVID-19   school   changes.    The   learning   con�nued   at   a   distance   and   in   
person   as   well   as,   all   the   efforts   of   the   staff   are   appreciated.    Date   to   honour   OLOP   staff   to   be   determined.   

-   Other   fundraisers:   Blaze   Pizza   fundraiser   for   May   24   at   Brewery   District   loca�on;    Blaze   Pizza   fundraiser   for   
May   25   at   South   Common   loca�on,   Bo�le   drive   for   May   31   at   the   OLOP   parking   lot   in   partnership   with   “Green   
Bo�le   Depot”   in   Windermere.   

-   Various   SAC   student   supports:    Grade   6   farewell   gi�,   technology   upgrades   of   Ipads   and   chrome   books,   gym   
equipment/recess   bins,   ORFF   instruments   for   K-6   music,   we   s�ll   have   credit   from   DJ   Kwake   from   our   past   family   
dance,   which   was   put   on   hold   due   to   health   restric�ons.   

-   Grants:   Applica�on   of   Community   Ini�a�ves   Program   (CIP)   was   submi�ed   Jan   2020   but   received   no�ce   of   
decline.    Also   currently   applying   for   a   Healthy   Communi�es   Ini�a�ve   to   support   the   School   Outdoor   Learning   
space   in   honour   of   Mme   Meagan   Weis.   

  
Ac�on:     

1. Look  into  what  we  would  need  to  do  to  ensure  we  qualify  for  the  Community  Ini�a�ves  Program                   
grant.    We   will   get   in   touch   with   Kim   Street   who   helps   us   prepare   our   grants.   

  
9) 4:56      Principal’s   Annual   Report   by   Nicole   Falcone-Dempsey   
                 PRINCIPAL   YEARLY   REPORT   2020-2021   –   AGM   MAY   10,   2021   

We  started  the  year  with  the  theme,  God  Calls  Us  Each  by  Name.  We  used  the  book  Maybe  as  our  guide                       
for  the  year  as  well  asking  ourselves  to  imagine  all  of  the  possibili�es  for  our  year  based  on  our  poten�al.  We                       
challenged  students  to  see  their  uniqueness  as  a  wonder  and  to  imagine  that  Maybe  with  all  of  their  rare  quali�es                      
and   individuali�es   they   could   achieve   anything   they   set   their   mind   to.   

Star�ng  the  year  s�ll  in  the  midst  of  a  global  pandemic  has  not  been  easy.  Some  of  our  students  decided                      
to  learn  online  and  most  decided  to  come  in  person.  We  had  many  students  return  a�er  the  second  quarter  and  a                       
few,  because  of  their  diverse  needs,  return  in  January  and  a�er  spring  break.  In  all  of  that  we  have  seen  our                       
community   thrive.   Our   students   s�ll   experienced   many   successes   because   of   their   resiliency   and   for�tude.   

On  October  28,  our  OLOP  community  was  devastated  by  the  loss  of  our  beloved  Mme  Weis.  That  day  shall                     
be  forever  ingrained  in  my  mind.  The  loss  was  immeasurable,  her  absence  s�ll  affects  our  community.  The  grief  we                     
have  felt  is  really  like  no  other  as  we  had  no  �me  to  prepare  for  her  passing.  But  I  witnessed  a  community  rally                         
together  to  support  her  family,  her  husband  and  two  boys  and  our  school.  The  en�re  Edmonton  Catholic  School                    
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Division  held  us  up  and  became  our  bo�om  hands  for  quite  some  �me.  We  witnessed  10-  and  11-year-old                    
students  show  the  sort  of  resiliency  we  don’t  even  see  in  adults.  Together  we  came  out  of  that  loss  with  a  li�le                        
more   strength,   a   li�le   more   apprecia�on   for   the   things   we   take   for   granted   and   a   lot   more   love.   

Our  School  Council  has  con�nued  suppor�ng  us  this  year  with  the  purchase  of  updated  technology,                 
classroom   resources,   music   instruments   and   a   garden   that   we   will   honour   Mme   Weis   with.   

Even  though  our  borders  are  closed  and  COVID  numbers  are  up  we  have  seen  registra�ons  soar.  This                   
speaks  to  the  amazing  work  that  we  are  doing  here  at  OLOP.  Our  en�re  staff  always  works  hard  in  ensuring  our                       
students  get  what  they  need.  We  have  over  80  registra�ons  in  kindergarten  for  next  year  as  well  as  many  other                      
registra�ons   in   other   grades   as   well   in   both   programs.   Our   enrollment   is   up   again   next   year.   
We  began  our  Dog  Therapy  Program  again  a�er  Spring  Break  which  has  had  a  real  impact  on  many  of  our  students                       
including  Mme  Weis’  class.  We  want  to  thank  the  Edmonton  Catholic  Schools  Founda�on  for  once  again                  
suppor�ng   this   ini�a�ve   through   their   grant   programs.   

We  have  shi�ed  to  online  learning  as  of  May  7  and  our  students  are  doing  amazing.  Following  the                    
direc�on  of  our  senior  administra�on,  we  decided  to  modify  the  day  a  bit  as  we  know  that  for  many  of  our                       
families  this  was  short  no�ce  and  could  prove  to  be  stressful.  We  know  that  star�ng  a  li�le  later  and  having  our                       
movement  breaks  and  phys.  Ed  at  the  end  of  the  day  is  helping  relieve  a  li�le  bit  of  that  stress  on  our  parents.  Our                          
online  students  con�nue  to  be  dedicated  and  diligent,  but  we  have  all  our  students  except  for  a  couple  returning                     
in   the   fall.   This   speaks   to   the   value   of   being   in   person.   

We  celebrate  our  Grade  6  students  on  June  18  with  their  grade  6  farewell.  Obviously  due  to  COVID                    
restric�ons  this  will  be  a  virtual  event  with  an  opportunity  to  come  by  the  school  at  some  point  a�er  our  formal                       
program.  Thank  you  again  to  our  School  Council  for  paying  for  the  yearbooks  once  again  this  year  for  our  grade                      
6’s.   A   reminder   to   parents   to   check   their   emails   from   their   grade   6   teachers   for   details.   

I  wanted  to  personally  thank  our  amazing  school  council  for  all  the  work  they  have  done  this  year.  We  are                      
so  blessed  to  have  such  a  caring  and  compassionate  group  of  parents  working  alongside  us  at  the  school.  For  me                      
personally,  you  welcomed  me  into  this  community  5  years  ago  and  supported  me  in  every  single  idea  I  brought                     
forward  even  when  it  was  unconven�onal  and  maybe  a  li�le  crazy.  You  have  truly  taught  me  how  a  group  of                      
parents  can  come  together  and  do  great  things  for  the  sake  of  the  students  in  a  school.  I  will  never  forget  my  �me                         
at  OLOP.  We  have  had  so  much  fun!  It  was  my  home  away  from  home  and  all  of  you  have  been  my  extended                         
family.  Thank  you  for  being  a  part  of  my  journey  as  an  administrator  and  I  am  so  happy  that  I  was  able  to  be  a  part                            
of   yours   and   your   family’s.   

  

Ac�on:   None   
  

School   Council   Discussion   Items   /   Updates   
None   

  
  

10)     5:10   Adjourn   School   Council   Mee�ng      
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----       School   Advisory   Founda�on   Mee�ng      ----      

  
11)    5:10    Call   to   Order   

  
12)    Review/Adopt   Agenda   and   Minutes   from   previous   SAF   mee�ng(s)   

-   see   mo�ons   in   Appendix   B   
  

Notes:   School   Advisory   Founda�on   (SAF)   Mee�ng   is   the   non-profit   en�ty   that   helps   raise   funds,   using   an   
advisory   role   to   help   direct   the   funds   accordingly.     We   discuss   proposals,   mo�ons   and   vote   how   funds   are   spent   
from   our   General   account   or   Alberta   Gaming,   Liquor   and   Cannabis   Commission   (AGLC)   Casino   account.   For   more   
informa�on   on   AGLC,   please   sign   up   for   a   free   GAIN   session.    Email    olopparent@gmail.com    for   more   
informa�on.   

  
13) Addi�ons   to   Agenda   
  -   None   
  

14)    5:13    Treasurer’s   Report   
  

                        
  

               Ac�on:   none   
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15)    5:37   pm   Adjourn   School   Advisory   Founda�on   Mee�ng   
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Previous/Present   mee�ng(s):   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Our   next   SAC   mee�ng(s)   scheduled   for:   
  

● No   mee�ng   in   September   
● Monday,   October   19,   2020   @   4:30   pm   (Zoom   Mee�ng)   
● Monday,   November   23,   2020   @   4:30   pm   
● No   mee�ng   in   December   
● Monday,   January   18,   2021   @   4:30   pm   
● Monday,    February   22,   2021   @   4:30   pm   
● No   mee�ng   in   March   
● Monday,    April   12,   2021   @   4:30   pm   
● Monday,   May   10,   2021   @   4:30   pm   Annual   General   

Mee�ng   (AGM)   

● TBD   
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APPENDIX   A     School   Council   Mee�ng   Mo�ons   
  

  

  
APPENDIX   B     School   Advisory   Founda�on   (SAF)   Mee�ng   Mo�ons   
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Mo�on   1:     
Adopt   Agenda   for   today’s   SAC   AGM   mee�ng   and   Adopt   Minutes   from   previous   SAC   AGM   Mee�ng   on   Jun   9,   2020   
       Mo�on   by:   Leigh-   Ann   MacNaughton   2 nd    by:   Lya   Gordon   
       All   in   favor:   Yes     
          Opposed:   None   
     Mo�on   carried:   Yes     

Mo�on   2:     
Approve   2021-22   school   fees   by   OLOP   School   shared   by   Nicole   Falcone-Dempsey.   

- $30.00   for   Kindergarten   per   student,   including   site-   license,   electronic   user   fee,   cultural   fee,   whole   school   
ac�vity,   etc.  

- $50.00   for   Gr   1-6,   include   site   licenses,   electronic   user   fee,   cultural   fee,   whole   school   ac�vity,   etc   
- Anything   extra   is   user   pay   throughout   the   school   year.   

       Mo�on   by:   Charmain   Barne�   2 nd    by:   Rossella   Trulli   
       All   in   favor:   Yes     
          Opposed:   None   
     Mo�on   carried:   Yes     

Mo�on   3:     
  Adopt   Agenda   for   today’s   SAF   AGM   mee�ng   and   Adopt   Minutes   from   previous   SAF   AGM   Mee�ng   on   Jun   9,   2020   
       Mo�on   by:   Jackie   Ruszkowski   2 nd    by:   Lya   Gordon   
       All   in   favor:   Yes     
          Opposed:   None   
     Mo�on   carried:   Yes     

Mo�on   4:     
  Spend   $600.00   up   to   from   General   Account   to   support   Staff   Apprecia�on   2021   
       Mo�on   by:   Yomi   Feyi-Akinribide   2 nd    by:   Leigh-Ann   McNaughton  
       All   in   favor:   Yes     
          Opposed:   None   
     Mo�on   carried:   Yes     

Mo�on   5:     
  Spend   upto   $300.00   upto   from   General   Account   to   support   gi�s   for   Nicole   Falcone-Dempsey,   Shelley   Bell,   Russell   
Benne�   
       Mo�on   by:   Rossella   Trulli   2 nd    by:   Blair   Brown   
       All   in   favor:   Yes     
          Opposed:   None   
     Mo�on   carried:   Yes     
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Nomina�ons   for:      Chair   2021-2022   

Candidate   1:  Lya   Gordon    (   nominated   by   Aileen   Langit   Panis   )   

Candidate   2:  None   

Vote   in   favor:  Yes   

Opposed:  None   

Role   Accepted:  Yes   

Nomina�ons   for:      Vice-Chair   2021-2022   

Candidate   1:  Charmain   Barne�    (   nominated   by   Aileen   Langit   Panis   )   

Candidate   2:  None   

Vote   in   favor:  Yes   

Opposed:  None   

Role   Accepted:  Yes   

Nomina�ons   for:      Treasurer   2021-2022   

Candidate   1:  Rossella   Trulli    (   nominated   by   Aileen   Langit   Panis   )   

Candidate   2:  None   

Vote   in   favor:  Yes   

Opposed:  None   

Role   Accepted:  Yes   

Nomina�ons   for:      Secretary   2021-2022   

Candidate   1:  Leigh-Ann   MacNaughton    (   nominated   by   Aileen   Langit   Panis   )   

Candidate   2:  None   

Vote   in   favor:  Yes   

Opposed:  None   

Role   Accepted:  Yes   


