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Dear God,  

Your word says that whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did (1 John 2:6). That is a challenging 
statement! Please forgive me for the times that I get irritable and impatient, and fail to demonstrate kindness to 

the people whom I love most. 

I pray that I be rooted and established in Your love so that I can grasp how wide, long, high and deep your love is 
for me! How much I need to be filled with the fullness of Your love, God (Ephesians 3:17-19)! Only with Your power 
at work in me is it possible for me to offer others the kindness, consideration, and grace that You take pleasure in. 

I will make growing in kindness a fun-filled adventure! I will strive to be more considerate of others and to put 
others first. 

Amen 

 

 

 



 

Dear Families, 

These are important Bible passages to consider as we celebrate Valentine’s Day 
and Random Acts of Kindness Week. Staff and students are taking time to 
explore, have conversations and celebrate acts of kindness. Please take time at 
home to celebrate and praise your child(ren) when you witness acts of kindness. 

Please look for information regarding Valentine’s Day activities planned for your 
child to come home from his/her teacher. More information is also included 
below. 
 
Patricia Opyr                                   Laurie Bonanni-McGee 
Principal                                              Assistant Principal 

 

Report Cards Mid Term Marks - January 28th  

 
We hope that you have taken the opportunity to explore PowerSchool and 
celebrate your child’s successes as the teacher's finalized marks this week for 
the end of term. These marks are determined through a variety of means. Some 
forms of data collection for the purpose of assessment include assignments, 
individual and small group projects, quizzes and tests, and classroom 
contributions to discussions. Teachers continue to provide ongoing feedback to 
parents through PowerSchool, Google classroom, emails and agendas. If you 
have any questions please don’t hesitate to reach out to your child(ren)’s 
teacher. 

 
 



 

Personal & Communal Growth Assembly - January 25th 

 
Our grade 4/5 class did an amazing job of creating 
a presentation highlighting the core values of 
Personal and Communal Growth. They invited our 
school community to reflect on whether or not they 
have a fixed or a growth mindset. The grade 4/5 
students shared many examples of ways they can 
maintain a growth mindset at school. Thank you 
grade 4/5 and Miss Simpson for a job well done.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Virtual Parent Evening - January 19th 

 
 
Supporting Your Child & Youth’s Mental Health. We 
hope you took the opportunity to attend this parent 
evening provided by our Division. This session 
addressed how to support the mental health of 
children and youth during increased screen time, 
online learning and times of isolation. With social 
distancing limiting our ability to connect and physically 
interact, it is important to find a balance in our lives. 
 
 

Open House for New Registrations - January 14th 

 
A virtual open house was hosted by Mrs. Opyr for families interested in registering 
at our school. If you know of families who may have missed the event and 



 

would like the information please direct them to our website for a recording of 
the event and virtual tour. Access to registration information and forms is also 
available on our site. 
 
https://www.ecsd.net/8011 
 

School Council News  

 
Please check out the minutes from our School Council meeting on January 12th. 
Parents were informed at our last meeting that our 100 Voices program will be 
returning to our school. 

 
Our next school council meeting is  

 
Tuesday, March 2, 2020 

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
Online via Teams 

 
At our March 2 meeting we will have Members of Edmonton Catholic School 
Planning Department with us again. The focus for this meeting will be on the 
playground. 
 
We are still in need of filling the role of Casino Director.  
Role of the Casino Director: 
Apply for Casino License and confirm dates with AGLC.  Hire Casino Advisors.  
Schedule Casino Volunteers.  It is expected that we will be awarded a Casino this 
school year.  This position includes past casino director’s notes and assistance.  As 
a small school we rely heavily on these funds to purchase resources for the 
students. 
 
Casinos are continuing to be used as a source of funds. Currently we are still 
waiting for our next assigned date. Our funds from the upcoming casino will likely 
be less as casinos, when they were allowed to open, had heavy restrictions on 
what was and wasn’t allowed which generated less income. 
 
ALL meetings are online, through TEAMS, which means you can join from the 
comfort of your home.  
 
Upcoming SAC date is: May 4. Meetings are via Teams @ 6:30pm. Please email 
Amy for your invite @ olovpac@gmail.com 
 
 
 



 

 
 

2021-2022 School Registrations Now Open 

 
John Fiacco from Education Planning has confirmed that we will be offering 100 
Voices preschool programs at Our Lady of Victories once again. Please let 
friends and family know that registrations are now being accepted for the 2021-
2022 school year. 
 
Check out our virtual tour of Our Lady of Victories that is posted on our website. 
Please share the video link with anyone who may have children that would like 
to register at our school. Our Open House presentation is also available on the 
website. Registration for 100 Voices opened February 1st. 
 

Bell Let’s Talk - January 29 

 
On Friday, teacher’s and students engaged in activities and conversations 
around how to support positive mental health. The primary grades took this 
opportunity to explore different feelings and how we can express them safely. 
The upper elementary students discussed positive mindset messaging. This was 
the perfect follow-up to our assembly on personal and communal growth. 
 

 
 

100th Day of School - February 4 

 
Wow! We will be over half way through the school year on February 4th. Ask 
your child about some of the activities they participated in, in class to celebrate 
the first 100 days in school. Invite them to share a highlight from their school year 
that is a favourite memory so far. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Valentine’s Day - February 12 & 16 



 

 

Valentine’s Day:  Valentine’s day is a special event, 
which gives us the opportunity to acknowledge each 
other with kindness and friendship, while being 
attentive to the benefits to our mental health in the 
positive gestures around this day.  Mindful of COVID 
limitations on exchanges of this nature, please 
consider the following modifications to our typical 
practices on Valentine's day. 

The provision of treats is discouraged, however if it 
takes place, it must follow the COVID guidance for 
food handling which includes: 

○ Individually wrapped items 
○ Handed out by one individual (teacher/EA) to 

the students using gloves, etc. 
○ Please do not send treats from home for distribution 

○ Valentine cards may be exchanged, with the following 
considerations: 

○ Students are advised to prepare the cards in advance, with a 
suggestion for their return to the 
teacher by Feb. 5 for safe keeping 

○ Preparation of valentines should 
include the use of hand sanitizer 
before writing and storage of all the 
cards in a Ziploc bag, to be brought 
to school as noted above 

○ On Feb. 12, after the cards have sat 
untouched at school in their Ziploc 
bags for a week (longer than 
necessary but suggested to ensure 
minimum time untouched), the 
teacher may devise a means of 
distribution which could include a bin 
or bag on each student’s desk to receive their cards, distributed by 
the teacher 

○ Send valentines to friends through virtual cards 

 

 

 



 

Random Acts of Kindness Week February 14-20 

 

Kindness is everywhere if we choose to look for it. An act of kindness has been 
known to change a person’s life. Let’s help our students recognize the love that 
is in the world around them. We hope to bring some light into the lives of others 

through some social justice projects focussed on random acts of kindness this 
month. 
www.randomactsofkindness.org 

 

Family Day - NO SCHOOL - February 15th 

 

We hope that our families enjoy this opportunity to spend 
quality time with their loved ones. It is the perfect time to take out the toboggan 
or go skating. 
 

Shrove Tuesday - February 16 

 
In keeping with tradition and mindful of health guidelines, we have decided to 
provide pancakes for everyone in honour of Shrove Tuesday. Students will be 
given an individual prepackaged meal that will have two pancakes and fixings, 
and be handed out by teachers. Utensils will be individually packaged as well. 
To help offset the cost, we ask each of our families to donate $ 2 per child.  



 

Thank you for supporting this tradition. 
 

Ash Wednesday - February 17th 

 
We will inform you of our Ash Wednesday plans once 
we hear back from the parish team. We will have 
some form of virtual celebration that we would love 
parents to take part in. 

Teachers will be responsible for distributing ashes. All 
safety protocols and social distancing rules still 
apply. The imposition of ashes this year will be done 
by sprinkling ashes on the crown of the head, 
without touching the forehead of the faithful, and in 
silence. This way of imposing ashes is allowed by the 
Church as is evidenced in the liturgies of Ash 
Wednesday presided by the Holy Father. 
 
 

Random Acts of Kindness Day - February 17 

 
Positive acts of kindness can change another person’s day. The Random Acts of 
Kindness Foundation is 
encouraging us to Explore the 
Good. Let’s work at making 
someone’s day a little bit 
brighter by making kindness the 
norm and recognizing 
moments of kindness around us. 
 
 

February Assembly on Loyalty - February 24th  

 
Our focus for the month of February will be Loyalty. The grade 6 class will be 
guiding us to reflect on how we are an ambassador for our school. Please 
contact the office for a Teams invite to join us for this assembly on 



 

Wednesday,February 24th. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Pink Shirt Day - February 24 

 
This Pink Shirt Day, our focus is working together and treating others with dignity 
and respect. The COVID-19 pandemic has affected us all and shown the 
importance of helping one another and advocating for those who need it. This 
year's theme is “lift each other up” Help us encourage healthy self esteem 
empathy, compassion and kindness by wearing your pink shirt! 

 
 

https://www.pinkshirtday.ca/about 
 

Teachers Convention - February 25 - 26th 

 
 
This is an opportunity for teachers to receive some 
professional development provided by the Alberta 
Teachers Association. As models of lifelong learning 
teachers have choice in how they want to continue to 
grow in their profession. This year the convention will be a 
virtual event. Connections with colleagues throughout our 
district will also be a highlight of these two days.  
 
 
 



 

 

Risk Prevention due to Covid-19 

 
 
 
 
Teachers continue to be diligent in ensuring that our 
students follow Covid protocols and we are pleased 
that we have been able to maintain healthy 
classrooms. Parents thank you for your support in 
helping us by doing the daily check in with your child 
and keeping your child at home when they are sick. 
 
 
 

                                                    AHS Covid Updates  

 
 
The links below should help with and questions you may 
have. They are links directly to AHS.  
 
How Long to Stay Home from School 
 
Parent Guide 
 
AHS K-12 school re-entry 
 
 
 

St. John the Evangelist 

 
For more information on Epiphany, prayers and activities, please check out this 
great site: About Advent 
 
Rev. Fr. Dean Dowle  
stjohnevangelist.edm@caedm.ca 
 
Pastoral Assistant: Sophie Ogle  
sophie.ogle@caedm.ca 
  
www.stjohnevangelist.edm.caedm.ca 
 
Please check out the attached parish newsletter for more information. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly School Calendar 

 
 

February 4 100th Day of School 

February 14 Valentine’s Day 

February 15 NO SCHOOL - Family Day 

February 16 Shrove Tuesday 

February 17 Lent begins 
Ash Wednesday Virtual Mass with St. John the Evangelist Parish  

February 14-20 Random Acts of Kindness Week 

February 17 Random Acts of Kindness Day!  



 

February 24 Grade 6 Leads Assembly on Loyalty 
Pink Shirt Day 

February 25 & 26 NO SCHOOL - Teacher’s Convention 

 


