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May Newsletter 
Principal Message 

 

Hail Mary, full of grace, 
The Lord is with you. 

Blessed are you among women 
And blessed is the fruit of your womb, 

Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

Pray for us sinner, 
Now and at the hour of our death 

Amen 
 

May is the perfect time for us to give thanks to our mothers for all that they provide for 
us in our lives. It is a time to celebrate and honour the love, joy, and dedication our 
mothers have for us. It is also a time for us to honour and pray to Mary, Mother of Jesus 
and invite her to also pray for us. Please check out this beautiful homily of His Holiness 
Pope Francis on the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God in 2019 and His reference to a 
mother’s gifts to us. By praying the rosary, we offer a gift of love to God. We wish all our 
mothers, and those who perform the mothering of others, the many blessings on this 
Mother’s Day. 

 

To honour the world we live in let’s also take some time this 
month to notice the changes in our environment. Enjoy the 
blessings of having time with our families to go for a bike ride, 
or a walk or just play at the school park. I have noticed the 
changes in the trees in what our children delightfully call “the 
forest”. I was shocked to see the pink buds on the larch 
among the green needles on the tree emerging. This was a 
new discovery. God’s gifts are everywhere when we pause 
and take the time to look. 

 

Principal  Pat Opyr               Assistant Principal         Ms. Loughlin 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2019/documents/papa-francesco_20190101_omelia-giornatamondiale-pace.html


 

Easter Mass 
 

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Alleluia! Our Lady of Victories 
students, staff and families gathered together to 
share the joy of Easter in prayer, communion and 
song. The students followed along with Father Dean 
by using the Mass booklets and from their memory 
from prior school celebrations. The Gr. 5 students 
were the readers. Thank you to Michael Krezlewicz 
for being our altar server and to our students 
preparing for their First Communion for bringing up 
the offertory gifts. The church was filled with song as 

the children lifted their voices to the piano accompaniment of Mrs. Smith. Our Lady of 
Victories can be proud of the reverence and joy that started our Easter season.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Baptism, Reconciliation, and the 
Eucharist are the sacraments of 
initiation into our Catholic faith. 
These sacraments are the living 
and empowering sign of God’s 
love and grace in our lives. The 
reception of any of these 
sacraments are celebrated by the 
whole community. Although we 
teach what these sacraments are 
in school, it is only the parents and 

parish together who can provide the instruction and opportunity for each child to 
receive these gifts.  
 
If your child/ren have or will soon receive any of these sacraments, please contact the 
office so that we can share these pivotal events with our school community. If you have 
not registered your child for the preparation or wish for yourself to receive the 
sacraments, it is never too late! Father Dean and Sophie will happily support your family 
to begin the journey! 
Sacramental Preparation with Father Dean 
 

Congratulations 
 
Congratulations to Bennett in Grade 3 who received his first Holy Communion. We 
would also like to congratulate two of our grade 6 students – Sam and Simone – who 
received the sacrament of Confirmation in April. As a school and parish family we wish 
to bless tall of our students as they continue on their faith journey.  
 
If any of your children receives any sacraments, please let the office 
know so that we can recognize these momentous events. Several of our 
students will be receiving the Sacrament of the Eucharist in May. If you 
have photos to share, we would like to place them on our bulletin board 
celebrating the sacraments. 
 

Social Justice Projects in April 
 
Our students and staff had great fun browsing and buying from the hundreds of books 
in our book sale! Each class booked at time to go to the gym and find those ‘just right’ 
and engaging titles. At the end of Thursday and Friday, children left the school with 
books for themselves and gifts for siblings. As of the writing of the newsletter, the total 
collected was $249.70. We hope your children are enjoying the books. 

Reception of Sacraments 

https://stjohnevangelist.edm.caedm.ca/Sacraments


The money collected from the book sale is being donated to the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Canada. They have partnered with the Canadian branch of the Papal 
charity, The Catholic Near East Welfare Association. The money will be donated to this 
charity via the Edmonton Eparchy and directly contributed to bring support to Ukraine.  
Along with our book sale donation we will be donating $412.05 from our Break the Rules 
Day. 
 

Grant from Provincial Government 
 
We are pleased to announce that Our Lady of Victories School has been awarded 
$28,000.00 via a grant sponsored by the Provincial Government. The Women’s 
Economic Recovery Challenge grant was offered by the Alberta Jobs, Economy and 
Innovation ministry to enable girls and women in current and future employment. Our 
application was one of twenty successful applications from the hundreds sent in. We 
were the only elementary school in Alberta. 
 

Our Lady of Victories School’s successful application will 
enable the creation of a girls’ robotics club and will 
provide Chromebooks and Lego Spike Prime kits for 
students to explore. The girls will learn about the various 
career opportunities in science, technology, engineering, 
and math, and participate in virtual events that highlight 
women in the various careers. The girls will participate in 

NAIT’s Lego Challenge either virtually or in person as they compete to program and 
code their robots. The club will meet twice a week and will begin at lunch hours. More 
news will be shared as the club begins this month! 
 
Announcement 
Video Press Conference 
 

Education Week – May 2 - 6 
 

 
 
The first Alberta School Week (Education Week) was held December 2–8, 1928. Its 
purpose then, as now, is to call attention to the importance of education and to show 
the public the good things happening in Alberta schools. Education Week is an 

https://www.govtmonitor.com/page.php?type=document&id=2827531
https://youtu.be/PnutdPQl4aY


excellent opportunity to visit Our Lady of Victories website and talk to your child about 
some of their favourite subjects and events in their day. Our staff is thrilled to be able to 
have the gift of public and Catholic education in Alberta. 
 

Hats On for Mental Health – May 4th  
 
Canadian Mental Health Association's Mental Health Week. This year's theme is titled 
‘This is Empathy’. Our student leadership team and Mrs. Suen have prepared posters 
and shared resources for each class to help us all develop greater empathy. Follow the 
links below for resources for your family to join in! We will all wear hats on Wednesday as 
an outward sign of our support and care for everyone’s mental wellness. 
 
Mental Health Week Resources 
 

 
The 100 Voices students and staff are hosting a Spa Night on May 5 at 6:30 p.m. for all 
their mothers. The little ones are very excited to be able to create a special 
atmosphere of care and relaxation within the gym so that they can pamper their 
moms. 

 

Victory Day – May 9th 
 
Most countries of the former Soviet Union get this day off as a 
symbolic holiday to celebrate the day the Nazis were defeated in 
the East. 100 Voices would like to offer some activities for the 
school to participate in together to celebrate this day and spread 
some love and continued awareness of the situation in Ukraine in 
a positive way. Students are welcome to wear blue and yellow on 
this day, but that is up to parents since they may need to save 
their blue for Wednesday's concert. Some of the activities that 
day will include crafts, buddy class sharing and team building.  
 

Spring Concert – May 11th 
 
Come and join us on May 11th to enjoy the 
celebration of Spring as our students perform My 
Planet, Your Planet: An Earth-Friendly Musical Revue 
for Our One and Only Home. Mrs. Smith and the 
students from kindergarten to grade 6 have been 
busy preparing for you since March! Our 100 Voices 
teachers have also been busy preparing their little 
ones as well. We are asking that all the children 

100 Voices Spa Night – May 5 

https://www.mentalhealthweek.ca/


wear blue and/or green to reflect the colours of the earth and sea. It is not necessary to 
make a special purchase; existing shirts and t-shirts with those colours are sufficient.  
 
The times of our performances in the gym are as follows: 
 
Kindergarten and morning 100 Voices program: 9:30 a.m.  
Afternoon 100 Voices program:    2:45 p.m. 
Kindergarten to Gr. 6:     6:30 p.m. 
 

Family Math Night – Registration Deadline May 16th  
 
Another upcoming event will be a Family Math Night on Tuesday, May 24th at 6:30 p.m. 
in the gym. Pre-registration is mandatory so that we order sufficient supplies. The 
registration forms were sent out on Friday, May 6th, so please check your child’s 
backpack. The registration forms must be returned by May 16th.  
 
 This evening will be an opportunity for families to come to 
the school and learn dice games that support their 
student’s mathematical concept and skill development. 
The first 45 minutes will focus on kindergarten to grade 3 
concepts, and the final 45 minutes will be aimed at 
grades 4-6 concepts. The presenter, from Box Cars and 
One Eye Jacks, will lead us in a variety of math dice 
games. Each family who attends will leave with sets of 
dice and a handout of the games learned to practise at 
home. Please be aware that this event is the Tuesday 
after the May long weekend. 
 
Thank you to our School Council for hosting this event. 
 

Cross Country Run – May 24th 
 

Our students have joined Miss Simpson, Miss Madrazo 
and Miss Bertholet in a noon hour running club. Children 
from grades one to six are participating in the lunch 
time club. The students in grade 3-6 will travel to Rundle 
Park for the ECSD Cross Country Run on the afternoon 
of May 24h. Children will run in age divisions to compete 
to be one of the fastest in the division and more 

importantly, to have fun and be active! Parents are welcome to go to Rundle Park on 
the day and cheer on the Our Lady of Victories athletes! 

 
 
 



Camp Warwa May 27th  
 
The year end is quickly approaching, and our Gr. 6 class and Mr. 
Salvador are travelling for a team building day to Camp Warwa. 
This day will be full of a variety of outdoor activities: canoeing, 
ziplining, wall climbing, and archery. The day will end with a hot 
dog roast for supper and return to the school. This is a special day 
for our students as it is their last fieldtrip in elementary school. We 
hope that they make cherished memories to remember their years 
at Our Lady of Victories School. 
 

 

Loose Parts Play 
 
Our Lady of Victories continues to prepare for our Loose Parts Play program. The shed 
has been ordered and we are waiting for the division carpenters to arrive to build the 
base.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We look forward to the completion of these final steps in the process and gathering a 
collection of loose parts for our students to use creatively in the outdoors. 
 

Synod  
 

Pope Francis initiated a synod for the Church. What is 
a synod? Simply put, a synod is a meeting or 
assembly of church leaders. What makes this synod 
ground-breaking, is that this is the first time in the 
history of the Church whereby Catholics, both 
practising and non-practising around the world can 
participate and have input via their diocese!  
 
Synod Video for ECSD Students:  This video offers 
students an abbreviated Synod experience. Father 

Glenn directs students through a Gospel meditation and the two main questions of the 
Synod: https://youtu.be/kplwEZHAy8w 

https://youtu.be/kplwEZHAy8w


In-Person Kindergarten – Grade 6 Open House – May 18 
 

We are excited to hold a kindergarten open house at the 
school on May 18th at 6:30 p.m. This will allow our new 
families and prospective students to see the wonderful 
programming and environment we have waiting for them. 
 
Our families frequently share with the staff just how happy 
they are to have their children in our little hidden ‘gem’ of a 
school. Our small class sizes allow every student to be known 
and their gifts recognized. The best advertising is word of 
mouth, so please share the good news to your friends and 
help us grow Our Lady of Victories family! 
 

We are now giving in-person tours to prospective families which can be booked with a 
call to the office. 

 

School Council Meeting – May 4th 
 
Next Meeting of School Council 
We look forward to connecting again at our next meeting on May 4th.  The original date 
was changed due to the Spring concert. Newcomers are encouraged to join us and 
meet new friends! Watch your email for the TEAMS link on May 9th. 

Please check out the minutes from our March 9th meeting at 
https://www.ecsd.net/8011/page/5560/school-council.  

https://www.ecsd.net/8011/page/5560/school-council


Playground Update – The equipment for our new playground is on its way. Drop by the 
front foyer of the school to see the image of the completed park. Estimated completion 
date middle of June 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fundraising: 
Bottle Recycling  

This ongoing fundraiser will also be continued until the end of June. Bottles can 
be dropped off directly at Callingwood Bottle Depot (6408 177 ST NW) anytime 
during operating hours.  

Our Lady of Victories Spirit Wear 

Would you like to show your support for Our Lady of Victories with a hoodie, t- 
shirt or other apparel? School Council has created a site where you can order 
spirit wear for your whole family!  

Go to Our Lady of Victories Spirit Wear 
Check out the grade 6 created logo. 

COBS Bread 

The COBS Bread Dough Raiser Program is continuing until the end of June. COBS 
will donate 5% of all purchases made at participating locations to our 
playground fund. Participating locations: West Granville COBS- 7237 Winterburn 
Rd NW (by River Cree Costco), Callingwood COBS- 6655 178 ST NW and 
Crestwood COBS- 9680 142 ST NW. COBS will finalize our donation at the end of 
June. Please remember to tell the cashier our school’s name as you do your 
shopping. Thanks for your support. 
 
 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fourladyofvictories.entripyshops.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CEileen.Loughlin%40ecsd.net%7Cb6662becdf304a12294b08d9e4e94dd8%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637792512942448223%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=iIrn63gF4w1KqUpqWUB%2FlMZzjcCK76q2DsXRkr5C%2BSE%3D&reserved=0


St. John the Evangelist 
 
Rev. Fr. Dean Dowle  

stjohnevangelist.edm@caedm.ca 

Pastoral Assistant: Sophie Ogle  

sophie.ogle@caedm.ca 

www.stjohnevangelist.edm.caedm.ca 

Please check out the parish newsletter for more 
information. 

If you have not yet signed up for Flocknote please do so. Our school is often featured in 
St. John’s Parish highlights. 
 

AHS Covid Updates 
 
As of March 1, the Province of Alberta has gone into Phase Two of the return to normal 
Covid protocol. This step removes school requirements for kindergarten to grade 6 
cohorting. 

Teachers and school staff will continue to be diligent in ensuring that our students follow 
Covid protocols. Mr. Connolly and Mrs. Trivino attend closely to the cleaning and 
disinfecting of classrooms and spaces as outlined in our protocols and is seen frequently 
wiping high touch areas.  

Parents, thank you for your support in helping us by doing the daily check in with your 
child and keeping your child at home when they are sick. When reporting a student’s 
absence on the school voicemail, please speak slowly and include your child’s first and 
last name, as well as their grade level and the name of the teacher. 

Updates are continually being made to our school re-entry document of changes 
directed to us by the Alberta Government and Alberta Health Services 

 

 

mailto:stjohnevangelist.edm@caedm.ca
mailto:sophie.ogle@caedm.ca
http://www.stjohnevangelist.edm.caedm.ca/
https://www.ecsd.net/page/7013/back-to-school-plan-for-the-2021-2022-school-year
https://www.alberta.ca/k-12-learning-during-covid-19.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page16998.aspx


 

 

 May Calendar 
 

May 2-6 Education Week 

May 2-8 Mental Health Week 

May 4 Hats On for Mental Health Day 
SAC meeting at 6:30 p.m. virtually 

May 5 100 Voice Mother’s Day Spa  

May 11 Spring Concert: 
   Kindergarten and morning 100 Voices program:  9:30 a.m.  
   Afternoon 100 Voices program:  2:45 p.m. 
   Kindergarten to Gr. 6:  6:30 p.m. 

May 16 Deadline for Family Math Night registrations to office 

May 23 Victoria Day – No classes 

May 24 Rundle Park Cross Country Run  
Family Math Night – 6:30 p.m. 

May 27 Gr. 6 to Camp Warwa – return to school at 6:30 p.m. 

 
 
 


