
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
_______________________________ 

 
To my very fine Parents, Grandparents, and Families, 

In past years it has always been my great delight to greet you at the doors of our Catholic                   
Schools during the Season of Advent. I appreciate each opportunity to meet you in person               
as I connect with which child you belong and so converse on the matters of combined                
importance we share in reference to our Faith. This year will indeed be different, but I still                 
look forward to preparing with you for the Sacraments of your children, with your families               
on Sunday Mass, and eventually back together in our Schools. 

For this year, I therefore request a very important favour of you. As we are unable to attend                  
Mass together on Christmas Eve nor on foreseeable Sundays, I will ask you read to your                
children the story that absolutely must be relayed on this night: the Birth of Jesus (Luke                
2:1-21). (*For my Students in Grade 4 and above, they will know how to find the passage.)                 
This is our Tradition, and while many traditions and customs near and dear to us must                
understandably be paused, this is one that need not, nor should not be so. As someone                
special once read the story to us, we now share it with our children. So, designate a quiet                  
time after dinner, set the mood with only minimal lights to make everything more              
wondrous, gather attention, and then proceed to share in the best voice you have the story                
that is our heritage. I assure you, it will be something that will leave a memory in their                  
minds and forever touch their hearts: it will be one of the finest gifts you can give to them.                   
You will have my deepest gratitude. 

To my Students: oh, Fr. Dean has not forgotten you! I have a special task for you too. I will                    
ask you take the best of your Religion Class efforts and compose a special Dinner Grace.                
And if there is more than one child, you can divide it up: one for Christmas Eve, one for                   
Christmas Day, etc.. Remember: it should come from the heart, and you can prepare by               
writing it down to help you keep your focus. Before Dinner, make sure everyone is around                
the table, hands together, begin with the sign of the cross, and then share your prayer.                
Know I will be thinking of you and I know you will do so well: I have great confidence in                    
each of you. If you would like to share your prayer with your Teachers, they will certainly                 
send them my way: I would love, love to read what you prayed as a family! 

Thank you for doing this: in living our Faith together, we are understanding the great               
strength and immense value of the Home-School-Parish Partnership to which you have            
entrusted your children. 

A very blessed Advent and Holy Season of Christmas to you all. 
Most sincerely yours in Christ, 

Fr. Dean 

 Christmas Masses 
Due to the recent restrictions our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 

Masses are already full. It is not possible for anyone else to attend.  

Please check our website and Facebook pages for information about 

livestreamed Masses. We hope to share a Mass at 6 pm on Christmas Eve,  

and a Mass at 10:30 am on Christmas Day.  
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