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To Our Blessed Mother 

We fly to your protection, most holy Mother of God; please listen to our 

petitions and needs, and deliver us from 

all dangers, ever glorious and blessed 

Virgin Mary. 

 

Mary, our model and mother, by your 

obedience and patience you have taught us 

how to be true children of God. Please help 

us by your powerful assistance to 

overcome all our weaknesses, and to fulfill 

perfectly our tasks in life. 

 

By your compassionate aid may we ever 

stand in spirit with you beneath the cross 

of Christ so that we may also rejoice with 

you in your divine Son's triumphant 

victory over sin and death. 

 

In your maternal kindness help us to be faithful to prayers in the 

company of God's Church as you were one with the Apostles in the upper 

room as you waited for the promised Spirit of Pentecost. 

 

With your gracious assistance may we be near you in the glory of 

Christ's kingdom come to sing with you and all the faithful the eternal 

praise of God. Amen. 
(Retrieved from: https://www.catholic.org on November 5, 2021) 

https://www.catholic.org/


 

   
 

 

 

Principal Message 

 

Catholic Education Sunday is the perfect time to gather as a faith community 

and acknowledge the importance of Catholic Education for our school. Father 

Dean has invited us to join his parishioners at 12:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 6 

as we continue to journey through reconciliation with our indigenous brothers 

and sisters. 

 

"Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow 

love;  where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is 

doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and 

where there is sadness, joy.” 

 

 
 

This passage from the Prayer of St. Francis presents us with a beautiful vision of 

how to live our lives in peace. When we view ourselves as an instrument of God, 

created and intended to share His love in the world, then we can live a life that 

is full of the sacred.  In this month of November, as we honor our fallen soldiers 

on Remembrance Day and the victims of the Ukrainian genocide on Holodomor 

Memorial Day, this prayer offers us an opportunity to pause and reflect on how 

we, as individuals, help to build a more peaceful and just world. We offer up 

prayers to the people of Ukraine and Russia as they continue to be impacted by 

war. May our prayers help bring peace to the world. 



 

   
 

 

To help us honour the fallen soldiers our grade 

three students will be leading us in a 

Remembrance Day Ceremony on November 

10 at 11:00 a.m. The grade three students will 

share with us ways we can bring peace to our 

world and how we can keep our world a safe 

place to be. We will gather in the gym for this 

event. Please feel welcome to join us at this 

time. Further information regarding donations 

for poppies will be sent out closer to this time. 

 

We also look forward to sharing the learning that your child has been engaged 

in. On November 25 we will host our Demonstration of Learning to celebrate 

your child’s progress. Remember that your child’s teacher will provide ongoing 

access to your child’s progress through a variety of means. Check out the 

classroom newsletters, or your child’s google classroom. Look for any work sent 

home in their backpacks or messages in their agendas or through emails and 

phone calls. Formalized reporting has changed slightly this year. 

PowerTeacherPro will be used to generate a summative report at the end of 

January and in June. Any summative reports prior to these times will be shared 

with you through other means such as projects, tests, google classroom 

assignments, etcetera. Please watch for an invitation to schedule your Demo of 

Learning time with your child’s teacher. 

 

Principal                Acting Assistant Principal 

Mrs. Opyr                Mrs. Suen 

 

Changes to PowerTeacherPro 

 

ECSD has listened to the concerns that families, principals, and teachers have 

brought forward about parents struggling to use PowerTeacherPro and not 

feeling well informed about their child’s progress. Because of this feedback, the 

Division has changed their plan for this school year and will only use 

PowerTeacherPro to send a progress report to parents in January and June. 

 

Throughout the year, each teacher now has the autonomy to choose how their 

students can best demonstrate their learning and achievements to their parents. 

This could be through portfolios, sending home projects and work samples with 



 

   
 

feedback from the teacher, updates on Google Classroom, or any other 

methods that your child and their teacher have been using thus far. We hope 

that this plan will help parents more easily access and understand their child’s 

progress and level of achievement and keep an open line of communication 

between school and home. 

 

Please look out for more information from your child’s teacher on the method 

they have chosen to use, and as always, please reach out to them at any point 

in the year if you have questions about how your child is doing in class. 

 

Staffing Changes 

 

Due to the ongoing efforts of our school team, parents, and our neighbourhood 

trustee, Edmonton Catholic Schools has increased the funding available to our 

school to provide for an extra part-time teacher. We are happy to have Mrs. 

Prystasz who will be moving over from co-teaching Grade 5 to co-teaching with 

Miss Bertholet when the kindergarten students are at school, which is every 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday morning. Miss Madrazo will now be 

teaching all subjects to the grade 5s except for French on Tuesday afternoons 

which will continue to be offered by Mrs. Prystasz. 

 

We have decided that it is in the best interest of the students to keep the 

Kindergarten and Grade 1 students together. This will allow for the teachers to 

co-teach during some parts of the day and group students into smaller cohorts 

where they see fit to support the students' varying abilities, needs, and subject 

areas.  

 

We send a huge thank you to Miss Bertholet for giving the students a good start 

to the school year. We are very excited for all the new opportunities that will be 

available to the students now that we can offer the class the support they 

deserve. 

 

We are also grateful for the extra hands we have had helping us out this past 

month. Ms. Dormiendo is a practicum educational assistant helping gaining 

experience in our grade 3 class. Ms. Tanton has been an exceptional addition 

as a practicum teacher in our grade 4 class. We are so blessed. 

 

 



 

   
 

Students on the Bus 

 

 
As the weather changes, we know the buses will be running late and you won’t 

want to be standing outside for longer than necessary. There are 2 easy ways to 

see if the bus is running late and by approximately how long, which was shared 

with you through email when you first registered for the bus. Here is a reminder: 

 

1. BusPlanner Delays App – available for Android and iPhone. You can sign 

up to get notification directly to your phone. Click here for instructions on 

how to sign up and find your child’s bus. 

 

2. Visit the Yellow Bus Planner Delay Board to see a list of all buses for ECSD 

that are delayed. 

 

You can also call Transportation Services at 780-441-6078. 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

 

Our students and staff are so excited that we can offer a variety of extra-

curricular activities again that allow students to highlight their special talents and 

interests with students from other grades.  

 

We are beyond grateful that our teachers value the learning and experiences 

that clubs, and extra-curricular activities offer our students, and their dedication 

to your children shows – even with a small teaching staff, we have so many 

things on the go already! 

• Ms. Simpson already took our students to the 

Cross-Country Run in September. 

• Mr. Holloway has begun the Girls in STEM club, 

who are hitting the ground running with amazing 

learning using our new 3D printers, robots, and Lego 

kits. 

https://apps.apple.com/ca/app/busplanner-delays/id1217589960
https://www.ecsd.net/page/34228/transportation-services-bus-delay-notifications
https://busplannerweb.ecsd.net/Alerts


 

   
 

• Mrs. Prystasz has gathered a small team of leaders who went to ECSD’s 

Student Leadership Symposium on October 24th to 

learn how to support a bigger leadership team at 

school. They are already brainstorming projects to 

apply for grants that will benefit our school and 

community. 

• Mr. Salvador and Mrs. Mastre have started our 

volleyball club for grades 4, 5, and 6. 

 

 

 

Custodian Appreciation Day  

 

Staff and students let Mr. Connolly and Ms. Trivino know 

how much they appreciate how hard they work to 

keep our school sparkling clean and a healthy place to 

be.  

 

Thank-you Mr. Connolly and Ms. Trivino!! We 

appreciate you! 

 

 

Read in Week Highlights 

 

We were very excited to welcome guest 

readers back into our building this year for Read 

in Week. Our theme this year was “Choose Your 

Own Adventure” which inspired the stories we 

read and wrote for the week. 

 

Our special guests this year included Shaye Ganam from 630 CHED; Cory Edel 

from CTV; Mr. Mastre, a park ranger; and our own Mr. Holloway dressed in his 

navy regalia. Trustee Debbie Engel also donated a book to our school library, 

“The Oak Inside the Acorn.” Our school also did a teacher swap, where your 

child’s teacher from last year visited their class to read a favourite story of theirs. 

 

 

 



 

   
 

World Teacher Day  

 

 
Our teachers received little tokens of appreciation and a visit from the WOOT 

WOOT WAGON as a way of showing our appreciation for all they do for us. We 

know that everyone at some point in their lives remembers their teachers and 

not the curriculum. It can’t be highlighted enough the importance and value of 

relationships, as teachers truly are at the heart of our education system. 

 
 

Thanksgiving Mass 

 

Father Dean and Pastoral Assistant Sophie joined us 

for our Thanksgiving Mass in the gym on October 11.  

The mass was lead by the grade 4 students which 

asked students to reflect on all that we have to be 

thankful for. Even the 3 morning 100 Voices 

classrooms joined in and got a short, personal visit 

and lesson about Mother Mary from Father Dean 

and Sophie. 

 

We are so proud of our students as they take pride in 

leading us in this faith filled opportunity. We are 

grateful for the generosity of families as we filled 

Father Dean’s truck with food items for the foodbank at St. John’s Parish. Thank 

you for responding to our call for these items. 



 

   
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Council Update 

 

Thank you to all the parents who attended our SAC Annual General meeting on 

October 19th.  We would like to thank our new executive members for letting 

their names stand and be voted into their new positions. This year our executive 

members are: 

 Chair: J. Quigg 

 Vice Chair: S. Haltiner 

 Secretary: K. McWhirter 

 Treasurer: F. Dziwenka (returning) 

 

Thank you to our retiring executive, J. Krezlewicz and Amy Machnik who have 

led our council for several years and who ensured that students received all that 

they needed to have great school experiences and memories. 

 

We also appreciate the parents who have volunteered to be room reps this 

year. Please check in with your child’s teacher prior to the meetings for any 

highlights to share about the learning taking place. We are still looking for a 

room rep for grade 6. 

 

Plans are well on the way for many fun events this year, so stay tuned for all our 

fundraisers, activities, and celebrations that families can participate in. 

 

Our next school council meeting is Wednesday, November 9, 2022 

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

In person at OLOV and online via Teams 



 

   
 

 

Please check out the minutes from our October 19th meeting at 

https://www.ecsd.net/8011/page/5560/school-council. We look forward to 

connecting again at our next meeting on November 9th. 

 

Upcoming Fundraisers 

 

• Bottle Drive – first collection at Demonstration of Learning on November 

24. Keep reading below for more details. 

• Fun Lunches – first Friday of each month. First Fun Lunch on November 4. 

Keep reading below for more details. 

• Purdy’s Chocolates – visit  https://fundraising.purdys.com/1585948-99171 

to set up an account and order. Orders must be placed by November 

27th. More information will be sent out via Swift soon. 

• Mixing Spoon – coming soon! 

 

 
 

 

 

Faith Formation Day  

 

Faith Formation Day is just what was needed to 

uplift our hearts and renew our spirits during this 

busy time of year. Several speakers, local, national, 

and international, were invited to share their insights 

and thoughts on the theme of Reconciliation. It is 

these powerful messages that encourage us to 

stop, listen, reflect, and follow God’s plan. We are 

reminded that we are not alone when we take time 

to acknowledge God’s presence in our lives 

through one another.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.ecsd.net/8011/page/5560/school-council
https://fundraising.purdys.com/1585948-99171


 

   
 

Halloween  

 

Our students were very excited to celebrate Halloween as a whole school again 

on October 31st. They started the afternoon with a parade and dance in the 

gym to show off their costumes and their new line dance they learned in music, 

and then returned to their classrooms for a special celebration and activities. 

100 Voices had their own dance party and trick or treated through the school. It 

was so exciting to have our families in the building, dressed up and celebrating 

with us again! We hope everyone had a fun and safe night. 

 

 

 
 

St. John the Evangelist 

 

Rev. Fr. Dean Dowle  

stjohnevangelist.edm@caedm.ca 

 

Pastoral Assistant: Sophie Ogle  

sophie.ogle@caedm.ca 

  

www.stjohnevangelist.edm.caedm.ca 

 

mailto:stjohnevangelist.edm@caedm.ca
mailto:sophie.ogle@caedm.ca
http://www.stjohnevangelist.edm.caedm.ca/


 

   
 

Please check out the attached parish 

newsletter for more information. 

If you have not yet signed up for Flocknote 

please do so. Our school is often featured in 

St. John’s Parish highlights. 

 

Thank you for all the generous donations that 

will be shared with people in need. 

  

Loose Parts Play – Donations needed 

 

Ever wonder what that shed beside our new 

playground is for? Our school is beginning our 

journey into Loose Parts Play – a program 

through Ever Active Schools that increases 

engagement, interaction, and learning 

outside during class and recess. Students will  

access a variety of reused building and 

household materials to design and create. This 

allows students to build their competencies, 

including collaboration, problem solving, 

critical thinking, communication, personal 

growth and wellbeing, creativity, innovation, 

managing information, and citizenship.  

 

Some of the best loose parts materials are likely in your home as unused clutter. 

DON’T THROW THEM OUT – it could be treasure for us!  

Click here for a suggested donation list. Donations can be dropped off at the 

office for sorting. Please call us if you have any questions or ideas of other items. 

 

All Soul’s Day – November 1 

 

All Saints Day is November 1st. All Souls Day is November 2nd. All Saints Day, the 

day Catholics celebrate all the saints, known and unknown, is an old feast. It 

arose out of the Christian tradition of celebrating the martyrdom of saints on the 

anniversary of their martyrdom. When martyrdoms increased during the 

persecutions of the late Roman Empire, local dioceses instituted a common feast 

day to ensure that all martyrs to the Faith were properly honored.  

 

https://everactive.org/loose-parts-play-at-home/


 

   
 

All Souls Day is a solemn celebration in the Catholic Church commemorating all 

of those who have died. On this day we remember and pray for all those 

people in our families or who we have known who have died.  

 

Fun Lunch and School Photo Retakes – November 4 

 

Lifetouch will be back to do retakes on November 4th. A 

reminder will be sent home prior to this date.  

------------------------------------------------------------   https://healthyhunger.ca/ 

The Our Lady of Victories Parent Council is thrilled to announce that we are 

officially launching a Fun Lunch Program using Healthy Hunger!   

One Friday per month, students will have the opportunity to pre-order a 

hot lunch from a selected restaurant. To register initially, each family will create 

an account and "add students". Then as the upcoming dates are determined, 

you will simply login and place your child(ren)'s order online. A different 

restaurant will be chosen each month and a variety of options will be available. 

The lunches are delivered individually wrapped & labeled on the day. A portion 

of the proceeds are also donated back to the school for learning materials. 

Our first Fun Lunch is scheduled for Friday, November 4, 2022 and will be 

provided by SUBWAY. Orders and payment must be made online using Healthy 

Hunger. The deadline for Fun Lunch orders will always be 5 days before the 

actual lunch date. No late order can be accepted.  

The deadline for the SUBWAY Fun Lunch will be Friday, October 28, 2022. Please 

contact the school office at 780-489-7630, if you have any questions or require 

any assistance.  

Catholic Education Sunday – November 6 

 

Each year, the Catholic Bishops of Alberta and the Northwest Territories 

celebrate the first Sunday of November as Catholic Education Sunday. It is an 

opportunity for all of us to reflect upon and give thanks for the great gift of 

publicly funded Catholic education in the province of Alberta.  The theme for 

this year is: Walking Together in Catholic Education.  Just like Pope Francis, we 

are all called to imitate Christ. The Holy Father tells us to “be shepherds with the 

smell of sheep”; therefore, we should ‘walk’ with the people we serve through 

https://healthyhunger.ca/


 

   
 

our work in Catholic education – especially those with whom we seek 

reconciliation. 

 

Please join us at our school parish, St. John the Evangelist on Catholic Education 

Sunday at 12pm to celebrate our school with Father Dean. 

 

Remembrance Day Presentation – November 10 

 

Each year on November 11th, members of the Canadian 

Armed Forces (soldiers, sailors, and airmen) are 

commemorated. The other common name for this day is 

Armistice Day which marks the date and time when armies 

stopped fighting during World War I on November 11th at 

11:00 a.m. in 1918 (the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of 

the eleventh month).  

 

During World War I, 650,000 Canadians served and 68,000 died; in World War II, 

1,000,000 Canadians served and 47,000 died; and since 1945 over 50,000 

Canadians have served in various conflicts around the world with over 2000 

deaths. 

 

In Canada, Remembrance Day is a federal statutory holiday, and all 

government buildings fly the Canadian flag at half-mast this day. People 

remember those who fought for Canada during a two-minute silence at 11:00 

a.m. Many people wear poppies before and on Remembrance Day to show 

their respect and support for the Canadian military.  

 

This year our Grade 3 class will host a Remembrance 

Day presentation in the gym commemorating this 

very important time on November 10 @ 11:00. 

Families are invited to attend.  

Cash donations can be sent to school for a poppy. 

 

Theme Days at School – November 18 

 

The students have been asking for the return of theme days, so we have an 

exciting plan moving forward. Starting in November, we will aim to have a 

couple of theme days each month. On these days, the students will get to vote 

on which of their classmates put in the most effort, was most creative, or just 



 

   
 

rocked the theme the best. The winners from each class will get a special prize 

from the office. 

 

Theme: Movember Mustaches 

Wear any kind of mustache to school for Movember 

awareness – draw it, stick it, grow it, the more 

creative or elaborate, the better! 

Theme Day: Friday, November 18 

 

 

Demonstration of Learning - November 24 

 

Parents are invited to join us in person for 

Demonstration of Learning on November 24 

from 1:00 to 4:30pm and 5:30 to 8:00pm. Your 

children will give you a tour of their classroom 

and show off their skills and hard work through 

samples of their learning and activities. 

Parents will be asked to sign up for a timeslot 

to ensure that their child’s teacher is available 

to meet with you for a short update on their progress.  

 

More information will be sent out via Swift closer to the date with instructions on 

how to sign up.  

 

 

 

School Bottle Drives – November 24 

 

Last year, our school bottle drives generated over 

$1400 which went towards building our beautiful new 

playground. This year, our fundraisers will go towards 

needed school supplies, learning materials, 

programs, activities, food, celebrations, and more for 

our students. 

 

Our first bottle drive this year will be held on 

November 24, our Demonstration of Learning day, so 

that parents have 2 opportunities to drop bottles off: 



 

   
 

 

1. During morning drop off – bring bottles around the school to the back 

door of the gym near the teacher parking lot 

2. When you come for Demo of Learning – bring your bottles through the 

front door of the school to the gym to drop off on your way to your child’s 

classroom 

 

Immunizations – November 24 

 

The Student Immunization Program for 2022-23 is as follows: 

 

Grades 1- 9: Review immunization records of all students and offer relevant 

vaccines to all children who are not up to date according to Alberta Health 

recommendations.  

 

Grade 6: Offer Hepatitis B and Human Papillomavirus (HPV) along with all other 

vaccines the student is eligible for according to Alberta Health 

recommendations.  

 

Remembering Holodomor – November 27 

 

On November 27 we remember the Famine in Ukraine. Canada designates the 

4th Friday and Saturday in November as Holodomor Memorial Day to 

commemorate the Ukrainian genocide. It is remembered as an attack on 

Ukrainian identity and culture. 85% of the Ukrainian population were village 

farmers who were targeted for destruction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/1585/holodomor-memorial-day


 

   
 

 
 

Did you know we are on Instagram? Follow us at olov_ecsd for regular 

photos and updates of all the amazing learning happening in our school! 

 

November Monthly School Calendar 

 

All month Updates on our Instagram 

Loose Part donations needed 

 

November 1 All Soul’s Day 

November 4 Photo Retake Day 

November 6 Catholic Education Sunday 

November 9 SAC Meeting at 6:30 – in person at OLOV and on Teams 

November 10 Grade 3 leading our Remembrance Day Presentation at 11:00AM 

Families invited 

November 11, 14 & 15 NO SCHOOL – Fall Break 

November 18 Movember Theme Day – wear a mustache to school 

November 24 Demonstration of Learning – in person 

1:00 – 4:30pm & 5:30 – 8:00pm 

• Sign up for your timeslot with your child’s teacher (info via Swift) 

• Bottle Drop Off 

Immunizations 

November 27 Holodomor Memorial Day (Genocide in Ukraine 1932-33) 

Last day for Purdy’s chocolate orders 

November 28 First Sunday of Advent 

 

 


