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February 9, 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

On Tuesday night, Premier Jason Kenney announced the Alberta Government was lifting several COVID-
19 restrictions including masking requirements for students.  

The Phase 1 impacts, specifically related to schools, are as follows: 

School Masking Mandate Ending 
Effective Monday, February 14, masks will no longer be required to attend school in person or to ride a 
school bus. The Minister of Education outlined the decision for all students, 100 Voices to Grade 12, in a 
letter to all School Divisions. This is a provincial government decision, not a School Division decision. 
Please note that masks must be worn for the remainder of the current school week as per CMOH 22-
2021. 

We will always support our students who choose to either wear a mask or not in school. The mandate 
regarding masking requirements remains for all adults including teachers, administrators, and other 
school staff including school bus drivers until March 1, 2022.  

Staying Home When Feeling Unwell 
One of the most effective ways in reducing the transmission of the COVID-19 virus and any other 
communicable illness is to stay home when feeling unwell. Students and staff must continue to use the 
Alberta Health Daily Checklist before attending school. The checklist was updated this month to clarify 
isolation requirements for children who are fully vaccinated.  

Temporary Pivots to Online Learning 
ECSD continues to have the flexibility and authority to temporarily pivot individual classes or grades 
within a school to online learning. The decision to move a class is not made lightly, and our Division 
takes into account high student absentee rates and staffing shortages as factors.  

All requests to move entire schools to a remote learning environment continue to require approval from 
the Minister of Education.  

Enhanced Measures  
At this time, enhanced measures including elementary cohorting, enhanced cleaning and sanitization, 
and a focus on hand hygiene will remain in place.  

 

 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/40787/letter-to-families-february-9-update
https://www.alberta.ca/covid-19-public-health-actions.aspx#steps
https://www.alberta.ca/covid-19-public-health-actions.aspx#steps
https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/PublicWebsiteFiles/EcCeqbE5QzNDhPsdATNxlucBLjeaZlhuDE9JeUGhyRHVvw?e=OIiSfe
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/5fdeee70-bd59-440c-81d3-9ecebed1a214/resource/5d8527ae-14ab-42d4-a4eb-425254a74383/download/health-cmoh-record-of-decision-cmoh-order-22-2021.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/5fdeee70-bd59-440c-81d3-9ecebed1a214/resource/5d8527ae-14ab-42d4-a4eb-425254a74383/download/health-cmoh-record-of-decision-cmoh-order-22-2021.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist
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Extra-curricular Events  
As of today, there is no change in spectator attendance; however, we anticipate welcoming back 
spectators to our school venues next week. We are reviewing our procedures specifically when it comes 
to spectators at extra-curricular events including sports and performances. We will notify schools as 
soon as those details have been determined. Adults will be required to wear a mask to attend an event 
in our school venues.  

If an extra-curricular event is being held at another venue, such as a City of Edmonton facility, the 
venue’s rules will apply. 

Navigating our way through the many challenges of the pandemic has not been easy. As a greater 
community, we have come to understand and respect that there are varied opinions about the 
measures and restrictions that have been in place. The health, safety, and well-being of students and 
staff have always been central to our ongoing response.  

With this in mind, we are expecting to receive more guidance from Alberta Education and Alberta Health 
in the coming days. This information will support our Division in updating our Back to School Plan, a step 
we have taken multiple times this school year to prioritize in-person learning and ensure we are creating 
meaningful and rich learning opportunities for our students. Please know how thankful we are for your 
continued support, understanding, and cooperation. May God bless you and your family! 

Yours in Christ,  

 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 
  


