
Sir John Thompson Junior High School  
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 
1. What is the Enhanced Academic Program? 

We offer an Enhanced Academic Program (formerly the Advanced Placement Program) which is seen as an optimum route for high 
school and university preparation, providing enriched and challenging academic courses that parallel and expand on the material 
covered in our regular curriculum.  

 
2. Is the Enhanced Academic Program different than the Alberta Education Program of Studies? 

No, the Enhanced Academic Program is based on the Alberta Program of Studies. The Enhanced Academic Program prepares 
students to acquire the knowledge, concepts, and skills needed to engage in a higher level of learning.  
 

3. How are Enhanced Academic Program courses different? 
Enhanced Academic Program courses are grade-level academically-advanced courses designed to challenge motivated students to 
expand their skills and knowledge. The coursework challenges students to engage in independent and analytical assignments. The 
curricula for the courses are built on the Alberta Education Program of Studies Learner Outcomes for each course.  
 

4. Why should I consider the Enhanced Academic Program for my child? 
Enhanced Academic Program courses are designed to prepare students for senior high school enriched academic courses such as 
International Baccalaureate Diploma (IB), Advanced Placement (AP) and Honors programs.  

 
5. How do I know if my child is a good candidate for the Enhanced Academic Program? 
 The Enhanced Academic Program is designed for students who  

• are achieving primarily at the level of Exceptional and perhaps an occasional Proficient 
• want a more engaging and challenging program; 
• want to broaden their intercultural and international understandings; 
• want to enhance their understanding of social responsibility; and 
• want to promote life-long learners.  

 
6. What is the purpose of the teacher support document? 

The teacher support document aids Sir John Thompson staff in ensuring an appropriate and successful placement of your child in the 
EAP program. As the receiving school, we rely on the professional feedback made by your child’s grade six teacher. 

 
7. How many EAP courses are offered at your school? 

Students will have the opportunity to apply to take Enhanced Academic Program for English Language Arts, Math, Social Studies and 
Science. 

 
8. Why do I have to give permission for my child to begin EAP courses?  

Parental permission indicates that both the parent(s) and child have discussed the entrance criteria and verifies that they are familiar 
with and agree to follow the standards and expectations established for the EAP Program. Additionally, the school provides consistent 
and on-going evaluation of student success in EAP and reserves the right to reevaluate student placement at any point within the 
school year. Student success and well-being is our paramount concern.  
 

9.  When is the application due? 
Timelines for submission of the application package coincides with the spring registration cycle. This begins in late February, after the 
SJT EAP Open House on February 11th, with completed application forms due March 19th, 2021. Successful applications will be 
based on students’ current grades in PowerSchool once the March applications are processed.  

  
10.   Can I be moved out of EAP if my marks fall?  
        The answer to this question depends on the subject area and the specific circumstances that might arise. In general, teachers find that    
        students who join EAP are successful each year; students who do exit EAP typically do so because of work ethic (work quality and  
        completion) or the student has made the decision to exit. Teachers review each EAP student’s progress at the end of each school year  
        to determine if EAP is a good fit for the subsequent year. Additionally, students can be moved out of EAP at the teacher’s discretion      
        at anytime during the school year if the student is deemed to do better in the regular program.  
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