
Sir John Thompson Weekly Updates – January 
 
Friday, January 7th, 2020 
 
Hello everyone and a special first positive Friday of 2021 to you all.  We look forward to the 
return of our students to in class instruction on Monday January 11th.  Those students who are 
in our Online cohort will continue as they have previously.  Our sincere thanks to everyone for 
helping your child in managing their online learning commitments.  We are grateful for the 
support shown by our school community. 
 
This is the time of year when we are busy preparing for new registrations for next year.  We 
look forward to our grade 6 feeder school virtual orientation day and our virtual Open House in 
mid February.  Last year we decided to add a separate EAP information evening based on the 
overwhelming demand by parents for information about this program.  All the dates are 
included below for you to help us spread the good word about our school.  Each of you are an 
important part of the partnership we have that helps our students grow into fine young men 
and women for the future.  We will be putting our technical skills to the test as we are moving 
ahead with doing these events virtually.  As you can imagine, this is quite the undertaking, but 
we are confident that we will be able to showcase our wonderful school community.  
Information about these events will continue to be shared in our weekly updates as well as our 
website and digital communication platforms. 
 
The new year also sees the beginning of the process of preparing our grade nine students for 
their transition to High School.  Course selections at all high schools are based on our grade 
nine’s current marks in PowerSchool at the time of registration so students must be diligent in 
their studying and completing their best work.  High Schools may adjust course selections 
according to our final marks in June, so effort and determination must remain consistent until 
the end of the school year!  High Schools will be connecting with our Grade 9 students with 
virtual presentations in the coming weeks.  We will be sharing this information as we receive it.  
High Schools typically have registration nights in March and doing presentations for our grade 
nines until their registration nights in March.    

Our hope for all our families is that 2021 sees the gradual end of COVID and we can return to 
normal operations.  Our best New Year’s wishes of health, peace, love and happiness to you 
and your families! 

  

Kelly Kaup – Principal  

  

 



COVID response and reporting for SJT in the New Year 
With the return to school comes the inevitable process of reporting COVID cases to our community.  It is 
important to note that our experience has shown that there has been no COVID transmission while in 
attendance at SJT.  All our cases have been the result of other sources of contact outside of the school.  
This is due to the amazing compliance of our students to always wear their masks and to sanitize / wash 
their hands as often as possible.  The staff have been very diligent in ensuring that these rules are 
followed, and we are grateful for our parent community in reinforcing these practices with their 
children.  The most recent AHS COVID screening questionnaire has been attached for you to use to 
determine if your child can attend school. 
 
It is very important to remember the following to help protect our school community: 

1. If your child has been in direct contact with a POSITIVE CASE of COVID please keep them 
home and follow the direction from AHS.  It is important to remember that your child is 
not to go to school in this case even if they have no symptoms. 
 

2. If your child is ill, please keep them home from school and call in to let us know that they 
will be away. 

 
3. Book a COVID test and follow the direction from AHS. 

 
Moving forward, on Monday, January 11, our normal processes will resume whereby we will be 
informing our entire community of any COVID cases in a letter delivered via SWIFT email.  Those classes 
who have been in direct contact will also receive another letter with more specific information for 
families to follow.  This is the same process that we have followed throughout the year up until now. 
 
If your child needs to isolate due to a family case or from potential exposure in their classes or bus, 
students will continue with their classes by accessing the Google classroom.  We have been very 
impressed with how our students have been able to move from in school to online with a great deal of 
success. 

 
High School Open Houses 
In the coming weeks, our Counsellor Mrs. Paplawski who oversees the transition process to 
grade 10 will be providing grade 9 students with a document that includes all the relevant 
information about registration and high school programming from our feeder high schools.  
This will be provided to our families in our weekly updates as well. 
 
We recognize that this new information format may be a cause for concern for many of our 
grade 9 students and families.  Please be assured that we are making every effort to ensure that 
our students and families are provided all of the supports that you need to register at our high 
schools.  In you have any questions regarding the transition to high school please contact Mrs. 
Paplawski here at SJT and she will be happy to assist you.  jacki.paplawski@ecsd.net  
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O’Leary Open House 2021 – information provided from Archbishop O’Leary 
Following the pandemic protocols, the O'Leary Open House this year will be virtual and held on 
March 4 from 6:30 to 8:00 pm.  By the end of January, the O'Leary website will have all of 
information on what this event will look like, how to participate and what will be needed for 
the registration of new students.  
The O'Leary Open House will be comprised of:  

• A presentation from school staff on the different programs and opportunities at 
O’Leary that will have components that are live and others that were previously 
recorded 

o This full presentation will be recorded and available for viewing at any time 
following the scheduled event  

• A virtual map and video tour of different areas of the building  
• A legacy video that interviews staff, current students and alumni, highlighting different 

programs and experiences that O'Leary offers 
Grade 9 students who attend the O'Leary feeder schools will have Teams presentations on high 
school programming in the weeks prior to the scheduled Open House.  This Teams presentation 
will be provided to each of the Catholic junior high feeder schools in the O'Leary catchment.   
The O'Leary website will also have a digital and interactive view book, explaining all of the 
different programs and courses that are available to all students.   
The registration for Grade 9 students who live in the O'Leary catchment is automatic for the 
2021/2022 year.  The process for incoming students to select courses will be digital and that 
information will be shared with all students and parents in the next few months.  If you have 
any questions, please email O'Leary at 8404web@ecsd.net or call the school at 780-476-6251. 
 
Archbishop MacDonald – information will be provided in the coming weeks. 
St. Joseph - – information will be provided in the coming weeks. 
 
High School Registration Season begins 
January and February marks the beginning of registration season throughout Edmonton.  This 
typically begins with our High School feeder schools providing presentations for our grade 9 
students.  This year our feeder High Schools will soon begin the process of providing virtual 
presentations to our Grade 9 students about their programming.  Our feeder high schools will 
be sending out information to our grade 9’s with similar information that they have provided in 
the past to assist our students and their families with their registration process.  A presentation 
link will be made available to our grade 9’s and facilitated by staff in class to provide our 
students with information about going to high school.  Both our at home and in school students 
will be included.   
 
We will be sending out updates to our grade 9 families with specific details and information 
about their registration processes when we receive it.  Each High School also has a lot of 
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information on their websites as well for you to check out. 
 
High School virtual visitations 

Archbishop MacDonald - virtual live presentation for our grade 9 students on Friday, 
January 15th, at 12:50pm; block 5. This is a day 4.  Students will have an opportunity 
to engage live with the High School presenter and receive answers to their 
questions. 
Archbishop O’Leary and St. Joseph’s – Similar format with a virtual presentation.  
Information will follow soon. 

 
Sir John Thompson registration season begins  
January also marks the beginning of registration season at Sir John.  Typically, our classes are 
made up from 15 different elementary schools from throughout Edmonton.  Our feeder schools 
make up 2/3 of each class.  Thank you to St. Lucy, St. Timothy, St. Angela, and Katherine 
Therrien for being such great partners to work with. We normally see about 1/3 of each class 
registering at SJT from outside our feeder schools.  Families come to our school for our EAP 
program and the excellent reputation we have all built together as a safe, academic school that 
helps young children grow into fine young men and women in a faith filled environment.  
Families are appreciative that they can drop off their students at school at 7:30 am on their 
way to work if they do not qualify for yellow bussing. 
 
I sincerely thank each of you for assisting us in creating such a great learning environment and 
spreading the good word.  I have included some information as to upcoming dates to be aware 
of. 
 
Registration opens – (Online) January 11th, 2021 via our website for families who are outside of 
our feeder schools.  NOTE:  our feeder schools will have their own ‘passport’ process for 
registration at SJT.  We hold a spot at SJT for each of our feeder school children then open the 
remaining spaces to families who reside outside our boundaries.  We have fielded several 
inquiries from these families and have begun our annual waiting list. 
 
Elementary School presentations (virtual) – These occur at our feeder schools in the middle of 
January to the middle of February.  These dates are being finalized. 
 
Grade 6 orientation morning (virtual) – Thursday, February 11th, 2021 AM hosted by SJT.  
Details will follow after consultation with our elementary schools. 
 
Enhanced Academic Program (EAP) Open House (NEW) (virtual)– Thursday, February 11th, 
2021, evening. We decided last year to offer a separate EAP information evening after the 
overwhelming response at our General Open House and the many questions we field every day 



about our EAP program.  We are currently working on a virtual event and a way to connect with 
families and answer each of their questions. 
 
General Open House (virtual) – Thursday, February 18th, 2021, evening - Created and 
presented by SJT departments and staff.   
 
Our virtual Open House will take place on Thursday, February 18th at 6:30 p.m.  Please spread 
the good news about SJT to all your friends!  We are happy to answer any questions from our 
prospective parents and students regarding our school and the programs we offer. We make 
every effort to update our website with registration information, school information, and 
events to assist in helping our prospective community. 

* More information will follow on all of these events as we begin January. 
 
Parent Council meeting – January 12th at 7:00pm 
Next week our Parent Council will meet virtually.  Any parent is welcome to attend our 
meetings and does not have to hold a position.  We have an amazing group of parents who 
truly are committed to making SJT a wonderful place for everyone.  If you are interested in 
attending, please give Mr. Kaup a call at the school for more information and you will be sent a 
link. 
 
Please mark your calendar or check our website for all Parent Council information. 
Remaining meetings for 2021 
Tuesday – March 16th – 7:00pm 
Tuesday – May 11th – 7:00pm 
 
Renovations continue at SJT 
We are continuing to upgrade and enhance our entire learning environment here at SJT.  The 
current projects that are underway are in bold below.  I have also added pictures for you!   
 

 Apple TV’s in all rooms – completed 
 FM systems upgraded – completed 
 LRC and Computer lab, power and wiring redone - completed 
 Fire alarm upgrade / exterior security strobe lights – begins in the next few 

weeks. 
 Server room upgrade – expansion and A/C installed 
 Large storage room project – Room 103 – Music / Science storage 

 
 
 



Pictures from around the school 

 

 

 



 

 


