
Sir John Thompson Weekly Updates 
 
Friday, October 9th, 2020 
Happy Thanksgiving everyone!  Thanksgiving is an important time for families to share in the gratitude 
that is central to the Gospel message of being called to be eternally grateful for all that we have.  This 
weekend my family will take the time to reflect on the blessings we have in light of all the struggles each 
of us face each day.  I am reminded by the Gospel passage where Jesus healed 10 lepers, but only one 
returned in gratitude.  I thank everyone for your prayers for our school community and your many 
words of gratitude.  I wish to extend my gratitude to each and everyone of you for supporting your 
children in navigating education in their young lives.  I hope that your Thanksgiving is filled with rest, 
love, and hope for the future.  I leave you with a prayer of gratitude. 

Lord, please do fill my heart with an abundance of gratitude.  Help me to turn my eyes to Your infinite 
grace and mercy.  Help me to see beyond the struggles of life and the burdens that get me down.  In 
place of these, help me to become increasingly aware of all You have done for me and all that You 
continue to do.  Jesus, I trust in You. 

Respectfully, 
 
Kelly L. Kaup – principal Sir John Thompson. 
 
Coming up:  Thanksgiving Holiday – Monday, October 12th – No school 
  October 20th – Parent Council 
  October 23rd – At school picture retakes for in school students. 
  October 29th – Staff Faith Formation Day – No school for students. 
 
AHS – Immunizations – Grade 7 
Each year we partner with Alberta Health Services who come into our school to provide 
immunizations for our students.  The general information from AHS is provided below.  We will 
be in touch with AHS to determine dates for our students to be immunized.  These dates will be 
put into our weekly updates as well as our school website calendar.  More information will be 
included at a later date as to how our online students can access immunizations. 

 

AHS School Health nurses will be catching up gr 7 students who were not able to complete immunization 
on the 2019-2020 school year due to COVID-19. 

Our School Nursing Team will attempt to immunize gr 7s as we are able throughout the school year – 
primarily during immunization rounds for the gr 6 and gr 9 students. Please see the school calendar for 
dates.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me, Janice Plecash (780-342-1609)   at the 
Woodcroft Public Health Centre. Thank you! 

 



Thanksgiving Celebration at Sir John Thompson 
Today we had our new format school celebration during COVID times.  Our students celebrated 
together as a school each in their own homerooms at 11:15am.  Our online students 
participated as well in their Religion classes.  I invite each of you to see the amazing work put 
together by our SJT community by selecting the link below.  Special thanks to our school 
Chaplain Miss Stetson as well as Mrs. Corbett, Mrs. Molyneux, and Mr. Luukkonen for putting 
this together so we can continue our strong tradition of Catholic celebration together in the 
light of Christ.  Special thank you to Father Mark and Monica Murphy from St. Edmunds parish 
who have helped our school community with adaptability in delivering the homily from St. 
Edmunds parish.  We truly appreciate everything you do for us. 
 
SJT Thanksgiving Celebration 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QqQ-
laN5XdggkRNIMDQrzQHekMkbQ8rSw7kaMS8I1Y4/edit?usp=sharing 

 

Repeat - Update quarter change information – sent Wednesday, October 7th 

 
Excerpt from the document ‘SJT Quarter 2 important information’ attached to this email.  
Please feel free to give us a call at the school if you require assistance. 

It is our intention that teachers will continue to provide instruction to our online students in a 
similar format to what we offered this year.  However, it is important to note that these decisions 
will be entirely based on the final numbers of parent choice.  These programming decisions will 
be made in the weeks following October 15th until early November.  We plan on letting everyone 
know what their program will look like by November 9th at the latest.  Between October 15th and 
November 9th, we will be looking at adjusting our class compositions, timetables, and 
assignments of our staff as the numbers dictate to accommodate your choice of learning 
delivery.  It is very important that you make your selection by the October 15th deadline so 
that this planning can occur.  I thank you in advance for adhering to this timeline.  Please 
note that your decision cannot be changed for the remainder of the year. 
  

Digital Edmonton Public Library Cards 
From our Division Educational Planning Department:  We have exciting news! In moving 
towards a digital platform, our Edmonton Public Library Card Application is now online. This 
year, the form will be accessed from PowerSchool.  This form will be accessible all year long 
through school engage in PowerSchool but we ask that if you are interested to please fill it out 
before the end of September so we can ensure students receive their card as soon as possible. 
Once the form has been submitted online, the information will go directly to EPL and the cards 
will be sent to your school for distribution.  The form is attached to this email and available on 
our website. 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fpresentation%2Fd%2F1QqQ-laN5XdggkRNIMDQrzQHekMkbQ8rSw7kaMS8I1Y4%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=02%7C01%7CKelly.Kaup%40ecsd.net%7C66c19fc2aded488fcacd08d86b03826a%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637377010107977493&sdata=BL%2BCtqtdUwHD2CmQyWbV9BtU%2B%2Bd7Ajlzcekswfrv0Ho%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fpresentation%2Fd%2F1QqQ-laN5XdggkRNIMDQrzQHekMkbQ8rSw7kaMS8I1Y4%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=02%7C01%7CKelly.Kaup%40ecsd.net%7C66c19fc2aded488fcacd08d86b03826a%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637377010107977493&sdata=BL%2BCtqtdUwHD2CmQyWbV9BtU%2B%2Bd7Ajlzcekswfrv0Ho%3D&reserved=0


Pictures from around the school 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Friday, October2nd, 2020 
 
Hello everyone and a happy positive Friday to you all.  As I write this I look outside and give 
thanks to God for the beautiful Fall weather we have been blessed with.  Each day here at 
school I see happy children who are living their adolescent lives and caring adults who are 



guiding them each day.  Last Tuesday, I had the privilege of witnessing so many caring, 
thoughtful, and skilled parents come out to our Parent Council meeting.  We were blessed to 
have our school Trustee Terry Harris join us.  He truly is a friend of Sir John Thompson.  Just 
now a grade 9 student read today’s prayer which comes to us as we celebrate the feast of the 
Guardian Angels.  The reading from Revelation is about praising God.  I could not agree more.  
Although we are tasked with many changes to our lives lately, we are supportive and proud of 
each other as we continue to grow and adapt.  We certainly have many things to be thankful 
for.  Thank you for all your support in helping us and your children to have had a great start up 
this past September. 
 
Please look carefully over the updates below.  Take good care everyone! 
Sincerely, 
Kelly L. Kaup 
Principal – Sir John Thompson Junior High School 
 
Getting back to academic shape 
During normal times it can be very difficult for any student to get back in academic shape.  I 
have noticed over the past several weeks our hockey players who have ramped up their 
physical activity for tryouts after months off, are now limping in the hallways.  Students are the 
same.  We recognize that they are returning after six months away from any rigorous academic 
work and acknowledge that there can be high levels of stress and anxiety.  The work for 
students to get back into a regular routine of bedtime and homework is difficult for everyone 
and at times overwhelming for many.  Students will vary with the time they need to get back 
into the performance levels they were accustomed to in previous years.  As a group of adults 
we all need to be mindful of this and remember that it is a process that over time will prepare 
our students for high school and help them to become the fine young men and women that we 
all help to create here at SJT.  Lets all be patient and take the time to listen to our children and 
help to guide them. 
 
Student Registration Confirmation – DUE September 30th  
Thank you to all the parents that have gone into their Parent Power School account and verified 
this school year's information.  This is extremely important for updated phone numbers, 
address changes and medical information.  Our office staff will be contacting any parents who 
have had difficulty completing this process. 

Reminders from the office 
MASKS:  Please ensure your child brings their masks to school.  We are very limited in being 
able to provide masks for students.  Dear Students, please remember to be proactive and pack 
your mask the night before with your lunch.  This way you will always have your mask with you! 
It is also good to have a clean back up mask in your backpack just in case! 



PARENT POWERSCHOOL ACCOUNT:  If you are having any difficulty with logging into your 
Parent Power School account please contact the office and we can walk you through the 
process.  PLEASE NOTE:  some of the issues that parents are having may be due to accessing 
the account on a mobile device.  PowerSchool works much better on a laptop or a desktop 
computer.  If you require further assistance, please make an appointment with the office and 
we will be happy to work through it with you on a Chromebook in person.  If you have any 
questions or concerns about this process, please do not hesitate to give our office a call. 

YEARBOOKS:  Yearbooks have arrived!  For any online students or students in Grade 10, please 
phone the school to book an appointment to pick up your yearbook.  If you are unsure if you 
have purchased a yearbook, please call the school.   

MEDICAL DOCUMENTATION:  Throughout the year we need to assist students with medical 
issues that arise. This can range from calling an ambulance for an injured student or having to 
administer an Epi Pen to a student suffering from an allergic reaction.  When this happens, it is 
important to have updated information in the student's Power school account as well as 
having all medical documentation filled out for the office.  This updated information helps 
with potential life-threatening situations.  In these situations, we rely on the information you 
have provided in PowerSchool.  This is our source of information should it be required for 
medical personnel.   

We will be sending home all medical forms to any students that carry an Epi Pen to fill out and 
return.  For any students that carry prescription medication such as inhalers, it is also a 
requirement of the district for medical forms to be filled out.  These will be available in the 
office for students to pick up.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to give us a call.  
All medical forms must be returned to the office by October 15, 2020.  Thank you for your 
help with this. 

Edmonton Police Services 
From time to time you will see an EPS police cruiser parked in front of our school.  This is one of 
our parents who is a police sergeant in the North West division.  Last Spring before COVID he 
often would come by and students would flock to him and ask questions, give high fives, and 
take pictures with him.  He is very friendly and a true kid magnet.  If you are picking up your 
child after school, please take the time to say hello!  He is a true friend of SJT!  See the picture 
below. 
 
Snow shovel update 
We now have enough brooms and snow shovels to equip two full classes of students for their 
winter snow shovelling project.  Sincere thank you to all our parents including 4 brooms from 
Jennifer Harvey that were recently donated.  We are very fortunate to have an amazing group 
of supportive parents.  Thank you for supporting us.  I will be sure to send photos throughout 
the winter.  In the meantime, check out the picture below. 
 



Parent Council – 2020-2021 
Last Tuesday evening we met as a Parent Council for our Annual General meeting.  
Congratulations to the newly elected members of our PAC.  They did a fantastic job in 
representing all our parents.   
Chair – Jennifer Harvey  
Vice Chair – Anita Petrovic  
Secretary – Lisa Savill  
Treasurer – Elaina Babij  
Casino – Sandra Symbaluk 
 
Member at Large – Erin Plume 
Member at Large – Deb Dixon 
Member at Large – Cheryl Williams 
Member at Large – Stephanie Liew 
 
Terry Harris our Trustee for our school was in attendance.  He provided an excellent overview 
of our school Divisions direction and was very attentive to the suggestions and concerns our 
parents raised.  Below is an excerpt from the minutes of the meeting. 

Terry Harris provided an update from the division; this has been a challenging year. 
The flexibility and confidence that the school has done during these challenging times 
has been amazing. There were concerns with families struggling with finances, a huge 
thank you to the parents in changing their role as a partner in education when schools 
turned to online education. COVID-19 is only one challenge this year, the district lost 
Joan Carr which was a huge loss. Robert Martin is now serving as the chief 
superintendent. This year also brought significant financial cuts with huge impacts. 
The division has had to refocus on K-12 1300 – 1400 students have been affected; the 
province did provide some “bridge funding” to support ECSD over the next couple of 
years. There will still be budgetary challenges as the focus will be to concentrate on 
programs that have the greatest value.  
COVID – 19 presented many challenges not only were there costs to moving towards 
an online system, but also a re-entry plan that allowed for both in classroom and 
online learning supports. Parent input has shaped the re-entry plan, scenarios were 
presented and there was a lot of parent feedback that shaped new scenarios.  
They are working with the Minister and through the provincial school bodies staying 
out of the press. 
There was a huge change to quarter semesters, there are questions as to if it is 
sustainable and changes will be made if needed. Currently about 25% of ECSD have 
been affected by COVID-19, transmission has come from outside. Numbers are rising, 
hopefully better testing and practices will make a difference. The federal government 
has provided emergency COVID-19 funding to ECSD to offset the new costs. ECSD also 
has reserve funds that they are currently using to get through these times.  
Pre-screening is so important as ECSD tries to keep COVID-19 out of their schools. 



Highlights – This division preforms at a very high level  and this school elevates those 
results, the successful recruitment, new school in SW, Ben Calf Robe, modernization 
of St. Edmund, the prioritization of a new High School in NW is now number 1.  

 
Pictures from around the school 
 

 

 

 



 


