
 
Sir John Thompson Weekly Update – April 22nd, 2022 
 
Happy positive Friday to all our school community.  In today’s reading that we shared with the 
school this morning; John the Evangelist reminds the new Christian community of the 
importance of love.  We are reminded that all love is from God.  When we love each other, God 
abides, or remains within us.  The silent reflection for our school asked us to “Think about how 
God abides in you?”. 
 
God of love, each one of us is called to love one another as you love us.  May our hearts continue 
to grow more completely aware of your presence each day.  We pray in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Alleluia! 
 
May God bless you all! 
Kelly L. Kaup – Principal Sir John Thompson 
 
Important dates in April / May 
April 28th – ECSD staff Faith Formation afternoon 
May 4th – SJT Women in Technology conference 
May 16th – English Language Arts Part A PAT 
May 17th – PAC meeting 7:00 at SJT 
May 18th – SJT Track and Field Day – Coronation Park 
May 23rd – Victoria Day – No school 
 
 
Celebration of Life for Alex Mauro 
The Mauro family, in conjunction with SJT, will be holding a celebration of life for Alex Mauro 
tomorrow, April 23rd from 1 pm to 4 pm in the SJT gym. All students, staff, and parents who 
knew Alex are welcome to attend. The day will be about sharing memories and stories about 
Alex and the tremendous impact he has on those who were fortunate enough to know him. 
Parking will be available in the staff parking lot, the roundabout, and in front of the school. 
Please join us! Bring your favorite memory or story to share, no matter how big or how small, 
and help us celebrate Alex's life.  Special thank you to Mrs. Clark, Mrs. Molyneux, Mr. Pisani, 
and Mrs. Piscopo for all their hard work and creative vision in putting this together. 



Athletics Update from SJT! 
Please follow up on Instagram for the latest news and highlights!  We are excited to get our 
mixed Slo-pitch team underway in the coming weeks and defend the City Championships we 
won just before COVID!  Mr. McCullough is excited to see if our 25-0 winning streak will 
continue!  Good luck to everyone in tryouts! 

Slo pitch tryouts start April 25 after school.  
Slo pitch tournament May 7 at Henry Singer Park  

In other news our PE classes will soon be going outside and begin learning about all of the Track 
and Field events.  This is an exciting time as our students will compete as a school on May 18th 
at Coronation Park and then qualify on to Zone and City Finals!  Good luck everyone! 
 
Easter Mass with Father Mark – Our Lady Queen of Martyrs 
This morning all our school walked over to Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Parish to celebrate 
Easter together.  Our students were amazing, and this was the first mass we have had together 
for a long time.  This mass also marked the last mass that Father Mark from St. Edmunds Parish 
will celebrate.  He will be dearly missed by our staff and our students.  We wish you well Father 
Mark and please know that you will forever remain in our hearts and memories of your support 
for the Sir John Thompson community.  Enjoy the pictures from our school celebration today by 
following this link!  https://edmontoncatholicschools-
my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/kelly_kaup_ecsd_net/EoYEJLgp1WpGj7vlVpDbhtcBdol3g4ap
_PYrYRSXP6vizw?e=CzcaDr 
 
Please see his message below: 
Dear Colleagues in Christ, 

This past Sunday I was asked to announce that the Archbishop is transferring me to be the Pastor of St. 
Thomas More in South West Edmonton.  I am certainly sad to go!  Considering 2+ years being at St. 
Edmund’s has been so much impacted by Covid, I feel like this move is too soon.  The former pastor of 
STM had to leave suddenly for medical reasons, so a number of priests have been filling in.  I begin my 
new assignment on April 30/May 1 weekend.   

I look forward to seeing you at our Easter masses!  God bless you all! 

Father Mark 

We are pleased to welcome Father Jossy as the new parish priest for Sir John Thompson.  
Father Jossy comes to us from South Edmonton!  We are looking forward to welcoming him to 
our family at Sir John Thompson. 
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Pictures from around the school 

 
 
 



 
 

Sir John Thompson Weekly Update – April 14th, 2022 
 
Hello everyone!  I want to wish you all a fantastic Easter weekend with your families.  This 
weekend marks the death and resurrection of Jesus.  It truly is a time of renewal and hope for 
all people throughout the world.  I want to leave you all with an Easter blessing that was passed 
along to me this week. 

Good and gracious God, 
Our most glorious Creator, 

As we greet the signs in nature around us: 
Of Spring once again regaling us in bloom, 

In the songs of returning birds and fields soon to be planted, 
We give you praise for an even greater sign of new life: the resurrection of your Son, 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, that we especially celebrate at this time. 
The sadness and despair of his death has given way to the bright promise of immortality. 

For the Resurrection is our guarantee that justice will triumph over treason, Light will overcome 
darkness, and love will conquer death. 

As we celebrate, we also dare to ask for your grace that we may live the promise given to us, 
By imitating the life of Jesus in reaching out to the poor, the marginalized, the least among us, 



As we strive to be neighbor to all those we meet, 
We ask your special blessings each and every day on our President. 

Working with him may we strive to make this great country of ours a beacon of hope and justice in a 
world hungry for peace and so in need of your love. 

We praise you in this Easter season. Change our lives, change our hearts to be messengers of Easter joy 
and hope. 

We make our prayer through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord forever. 
Amen. 

 
May peace and love be with each one of you during this Easter season. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kelly L. Kaup 
 
 
 
Important dates in April 
April 15th – Good Friday – No school 
April 18th – Easter Monday – No School 
April 22nd – Easter Mass with Father Mark – Our Lady Queen of Martyrs 9:15 am 

 
SJT Badminton 
Congratulations to our badminton players!  The SJT badminton team made the playoffs in 4 
categories at the AOB tournament last weekend.  Two of our players earned bronze medals for 
mixed doubles!  Well done team.  Thank you to our coaches for all your time and effort for our 
students.  Miss Shapka, Miss Babiak, and Miss Koester. 

 



 
 

 
SJT staff and student reconciliation – April 12th  
We had a great community experience last week with our staff/student reconciliation.  Three priests 
came to SJT to provide our community with reconciliation.  It truly was a very special and solemn 
morning.  We approximate that 100 students participated in reconciliation.  We expected a dozen or so, 
so the high turnout was very surprising.  We have shared this with a few colleagues at other schools and 
they told me that SJT must have exceptional students because they have held reconciliation at their sites 
and student participation was low.  Thank you to our chaplain Miss Stetson for organizing this event. It 
was heartwarming to see our kids humble themselves today. Despite the many things, we contend with 
each day, we are blessed to have a beautiful community of students.  
 

Thank you to our PAC 
On Tuesday we held our PAC meeting.  This will be our last Teams meeting of the year.  We are 
planning to attend our next meeting on May 17th in person here at SJT.  We have confirmed 
that our Trustee Terry Harris will be in attendance.  Your representatives truly are great people 
who support our school.  Thank you to everyone for attending.  You can view the agenda and 
the minutes on our school website. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Sir John Thompson Weekly Update – April 8th, 2022 
Hello everyone, this past week has seen our school community come together to mourn the loss of one 
of our students Alex Mauro.  Many tears have been shed and I am overwhelmed by the way our 
community has continued to pray for the Mauro family.  Today was the funeral which several of our 



staff attended.  It was a heart wrenching funeral with over 500 people in attendance at St. Charles 
parish.  It was very apparent that Alex has touched the lives of so many people in such a positive way.  I 
wish to share with you all the prayer we read to our staff at last Monday’s early morning staff meeting 
which was prepared by our Division Chaplain. 

Almighty and ever-living God, on Friday, Alex Mauro, a beloved Grade Eight student from Sir John 
Thompson school died. During this very difficult time, give us the strength and wisdom to reach out 
compassionately to one another, and to the students in our school community as we share the sorrow of 
Alex's death. Teach us to be leaders and shepherds after Your own heart. We make this prayer in the 
name of Jesus our Lord and friend who walks with us always. 

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. May his soul and the souls of 
all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

Alex will always be missed and never forgotten. 
May God grant you all peace and love with your families. 
 
Respectfully, 
Kelly L. Kaup – Principal Sir John Thompson. 
P.S. I have included the memorial pamphlet from todays funeral below as many have asked for it. 
 

Important dates in April 
April 12th – PAC meeting 7pm virtually on Teams 
April 15th – Good Friday – No school 
April 18th – Easter Monday – No School 
April 20th – ED PCAP Exam all grade 8’s 
April 22nd – Easter Mass with Father Mark – Our Lady Queen of Martyrs 9:15 am 



 

 
 
 
 
 



Today’s livestreamed Funeral at SJT 
The students and staff paid their respects and showed their love for our dear friend and SJT family 
member, Alex Mauro.  
Over three hundred students and 30 staff gathered in the gym today. With the exception of the soft 
sound of rubber soled shoes moving gently across the gym floor at those times when students stood and 
sat throughout the Catholic mass, the gym was remained silent. Students held hands and bowed their 
heads in a reverence that could be felt throughout each corner of gymnasium. The SJT gym was truly a 
scared place today.  We hope The Mauro family can find some comfort in knowing their youngest son, 
Alex, was cherished by his school community and his memory will remain in the SJT hallways, 
classrooms, and hearts of each Triton.  The larger community of SJT parents need to know that their 
children brought honour to themselves, their families, and their school today. Rarely is such a 
commendable display of behaviour observed in such a large group of young people. Each child in 
attendance showed a such a deep level of solemnity, grace, and love that it was clear they were 
mourning the loss of more than just a friend. They lost a brother.  
 

 



 
 
PAC meeting – April 12th at 7:00pm 
Next Tuesday, April 12th at 7:00pm via Teams we have our PAC meeting.  This is the second last 
one of the year.  Our final year end meeting will be on May 17th.  We will be meeting in person 
at the May 17th meeting.  If anyone wishes to join this Tuesday’s meeting, please call the office, 
and provide your name / email and we will be happy to send you the link for the meeting.  We 
truly are blessed to have such an amazing group who meet regularly and help us to make this 
school so successful.   
Thank you to our wonderful executive! 
Chair – Sandra Symbaluk  
Vice Chair – Anita Petrovic 
Secretary – Lisa Saville 
Treasurer – Elaina Babij 
Member at Large – Deb Dixon 
Member at Large – Cheryl Williams 
Member at Large – Angela McKenzie 
 
Practice PAT 
Last Thursday our grade 9 Language Arts students wrote a practice PAT written exam.  Our students 
took the morning to write the exam prepared by our Language Arts teachers.  This is in preparation for 
the June PAT exam from the Alberta Government.  This is one of the ways that our teachers prepare our 
students and why they do so well.  Thank you to our amazing LA teachers! 



 
Sir John Thompson Weekly Updates – March 25th, 2022 
Hello everyone and a happy positive Friday to you all.  I know I said in last weeks update that I 
would not be sending one out, but I wanted to thank the many people who have given of their 
time so generously to support our school.  Enjoy the warmer weather and spring break next 
week.  We all look forward to seeing everyone when classes resume on April 4th.  I have 
included a spring blessing for you all. 
 
Take care everyone! 
 
Kelly L. Kaup – Principal, Sir John Thompson 

The Hope of Spring 

God, thank you for Spring and the hope of warmer, longer, brighter days. 
Thank you for the coming of growth and life and birth. 
Thank you that things are coming awake in the world. 
This is what our calendar says, and we do see some signs that it is real. 
But we also still struggle with the residual layover of winter. 
Now we ask that you bring into reality all that belongs in this season. Your word says that we 
will have provision, and hope, and joy, and health and loving relationships here and now in this 
life. 
We ask that what belongs in this season would become actual in our practical lives. 
We hope in you and in your promises. We hope in your gift of Spring. - Author Unknown 

Important dates in April 
March 28th - April 1st – Spring Break 
April 4th – Classes resume 
April 7th – Grade 9 LA practice PAT 
April 12th – PAC meeting 7pm at SJT 
April 14th – iLearn Easter Celebration / Outdoor Ed and ELL skiing 
April 15th – Good Friday – No school 
April 18th – Easter Monday – No School 
April 20th – ED PCAP Exam all grade 8’s 

Parent Advisory Committee – Thank you to our volunteers! 
 
We wish to express our sincere thanks to all our amazing parents for volunteering for our 
casino this past week.  We truly are blessed to have such a supportive community.  We 
anticipate hearing the great news as to how much money we will receive in late May.  Please 
know that the support of our PAC in this way goes a long way to support programming at our 



school and making Sir John Thompson such a great place to be at.  Special thank you to Sandra 
Symbaluk for all her coordination of this important fundraising event! 

Sandra Symbaluk Lisa Saville 
Jessica Green Don Simpson  
Doug Dixon Leanne Fortier 
Sarah Fee Meghan Paonessa 
Charmaine Dy Marty Lowe 
David Dixon Ngoc Khoa Tran 
Rob Fortier David Dixon  
Pat Davies David Enabulu 
Cecila Gonzale Carrie Slater 
Cheryl Ozsby Danielle Smith 
Norm Yee Elaina Babij 
Jacquaeline Dyck Matthew Angotti-Cargill 
Melissa Toledo Rhonda Roch 
Angela McKenzie Tanya Hackywicz 
Calay Mayo Karen Molyneux 

 

Thank you to Father Mark! 
Yesterday Father Mark from St. Edmunds parish was in to continue his visits with our classes.  
He let us know that he was very impressed with the questions he received and to maturity with 
which our students conducted themselves.  Thank you, Father Mark for coming in and for our 
amazing chaplain Miss Stetson for doing such a great job in organizing this!  We would ask that 
you all keep in your prayers his pastoral assistant Monica Murphy whose mother recently 
passed away at 91.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to Monica and her family. 
 
Attachments 
Attached you will find our Divisions April newsletter, message from our Division Chaplain, as 
well as the CYF Caregiver Education Newsletter which has many great sessions for parents to 
assist them with difficulties that their children may be experiencing. 
 
ILearn today! 
Below are some pictures from our grade 9 ‘Dr. Boom session’ today.  Dr. Boom is a chemistry 
professor who gave a thrilling and engaging session on all thing’s chemistry!  Thank you to Ms. 
Breidenbach for organizing this amazing session for all our grade nine’s.  Enjoy the pictures 
below! 



 

 

 



 
 
Sir John Thompson Weekly Updates – March 18th, 2022 
Hello everyone and a happy positive Friday to you and your family.  This morning’s reflection at 
SJT focuses on St. Cyril of Jerusalem.  He was a priest who was responsible for helping people 
preparing for baptism during the Easter season.  The reading attached to this is the parable of 
the prodigal son.  This is the story of a son who left home to seek out his place in the world.  He 
took his share of the family’s inheritance and proceeded to behave recklessly with it.  When he 
hit rock bottom, he returned home in shame but was forgiven and welcomed home with open 
arms by his family.  This passage reminds me always of the need for each of us to forgive and to 
show love for everyone.  Have a great weekend everyone and enjoy the great weather! 

Sincerely, 
 
Kelly L. Kaup – Principal Sir John Thompson 
 

Important dates in March / April 
March 22nd – 23rd – SJT PAC Casino 
March 24th – Full Day of School 
March 25th – Half Day iLearn AM 
March 28th - April 1st – Spring Break 
April 4th – Classes resume 
April 7th – Grade 9 LA practice PAT 
April 12th – PAC meeting 7pm at SJT 
April 14th – iLearn Easter Celebration / Outdoor Ed and ELL skiing 
April 15th – Good Friday – No school 
April 18th – Easter Monday – No School 
April 20th – ED PCAP Exam all grade 8’s 
April 22nd – Mass at Queen of Martyrs 9:15 am 
 



Last week before Spring Break 
Next week is our last school week before Spring Break.  There will be no weekly update on 
Friday March 25th.  Please note that Thursday March 24th is a full day and Friday is a noon 
dismissal for Spring Break.  Friday morning is also our Ilearn day in the morning.  We wish 
everyone a restful Spring Break! 
 
Parent Advisory Committee – Volunteers needed for our casino! 
Thank you in advance to our many parent volunteers who have volunteered for our upcoming 
casino!  If you know of anyone who would like to help, we still are in need of 3 shifts to be filled 
on Tuesday, March 22 & Wednesday March 23 held at Pure Casino Yellowhead (12364-153 
Street NW).  If you have any questions regarding the casino, please contact 
Sandra at ssymbaluk@gmail.com or 780-717-4496. 
 
Please go to https://signup.com/go/vTXFnfu to sign up.  
Currently we are still in need of:  
Tuesday, March 22  
Banker 6:15 pm - 3:45 am 
Chip Runner 6:15 pm - 3:15 am 
Count Room 11:30 pm - 3:30 am 
Wednesday March 23 
Chip Runner 6:15 pm - 3:15 am 
Cashier 6:30 pm - 3:15 am 

 
Community of School Council’s Engagement session (COSC) 
On Monday March 14th SJT admin met with our PAC executive to give feedback on the ECSD 
Board Advocacy Plan moving forward into next year.  Terry Harris was on hand to listen to the 
feedback and to explain any questions that we had.  The evening was divided into three parts 
with the first one being the ECSD advocacy plan for our school division.  The second was 
providing feedback on trying to find better ways to engage parents and guardians in the survey 
tools that are used throughout the year as well as any barriers that exist that have resulted in 
lower participation rates.  The final section was showing our PAC where to find the survey data 
about our school on our website.  This information is available publicly by visiting 
www.sirjohnthompson.ecsd.net and selecting ‘School Information’ then selecting ‘School 
Assurance Dashboard’.  We want you all to know that the executive who attended did a 
fantastic job on providing input to both Terry Harris as well as our school division.  Thank you! 
 
Fr Mike Day last Thursday – and St. Patrick’s Day! 
Yesterday our entire school was involved in the annual Fr. Mike Day.  This day honors a beloved 
school priest who died of cancer several years ago.  His connection with youth in our division 
was legendary.  Father ‘Catfish’ as he was affectionately known truly lives on in our annual 

mailto:ssymbaluk@gmail.com
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Father Mike Day in March.  This year all junior high students in ECSD participated in this virtual 
event.  The event was a fantastic celebration of faith for everyone.  The morning long 
celebration was also a celebration of St. Patrick’s Day the patron saint of Ireland as many of our 
students wore green in celebration. Please see the pictures below. 
 

Pictures from around the school 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 
Sir John Thompson Weekly Updates – March 11th, 2022 
This Sunday marks the second Sunday of Lent.  I truly hope that you and your families come 
together and reflect on all that we have and all that we are grateful for.  The reading below 
gives us the hopeful image of Jesus being transfigured before the eyes of Peter, James, and 
John.  They witness a small glimpse of His eternal glory and radiance as the Son of God and the 
Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity.  They are stunned, in awe, amazed and filled with the 
greatest joy.  Jesus’ face shines like the sun and His clothing is so white, so pure, so radiant that 
they shine as the brightest and most pure light imaginable. 

Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by 
themselves.  And he was transfigured before them; his face shone like the sun and his clothes 
became white as light. Matthew 17:1–2 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%2017.1%E2%80%932


Thank you everyone for your continued support for your children and our entire school 
community.  Best wishes on a great weekend to you all. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kelly L. Kaup – Principal Sir John Thompson 
 
Important dates in March 
March 15th – St. Joseph Onsite to register grade 9’s who have selected St. Joes. 
March 17th – Father Mike Mireau Youth Day – Virtual all students at SJT AM 
March 22nd – 23rd – SJT PAC Casino 
March 24th – Full Day of School 
March 25th – Half Day ILearn AM 
March 28th - April 1st – Spring Break 
April 4th – Classes resume 
 
 
REPEAT - Intentions (registration) for next year! – February 28th – March 17th 
If you have not done so already, please complete your ‘intentions for next year’ in 
PowerSchool.  This is very important in order to have your child preregistered for SJT for next 
year.  All our families are required to use this feature in PowerSchool to choose their child’s 
school for next year within the timeframe provided above.  This includes our current grade 
7’s to grade 8, grade 8 to grade 9, and our grade 9’s to grade 10.  The screen will be active until 
March 17th.  We have provided detailed instructions in last weeks weekly update (scroll below) 
to assist you in navigating this process.   

*Please note that families who choose the Division’s ‘Genesis’ online school will be 
committing to that school for the entire year.  This is different from last year where students 
could return to their community school in the second semester. 

 

Parent Advisory Committee – Volunteers needed for our Casino! 
We are in urgent need of a few final volunteers for our casino on Tuesday, March 22 & 
Wednesday March 23 held at Pure Casino Yellowhead (12364-153 Street NW) 
Please go to https://signup.com/go/vTXFnfu to sign up.  
Currently we are still in need of:  
Tuesday, March 22  
Banker 6:15 pm - 3:45 am 
Chip Runner 6:15 pm - 3:15 am 
Count Room 11:30 pm - 3:30 am 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsignup.com%2Fgo%2FvTXFnfu&data=04%7C01%7Ckelly.kaup%40ecsd.net%7Ca58e136317d04bc101cb08da006d4b6d%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637822767014883553%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Rfnzt6BS%2FcQuPbpXY2L6AfuCpVgd1vnZ7%2FtdlDzEUhE%3D&reserved=0


Wednesday March 23 
Chip Runner 6:15 pm - 3:15 am 
Cashier 6:30 pm - 3:15 am 
 
If you have any questions regarding the casino, please contact Sandra at ssymbaluk@gmail.com or 
780-717-4496 

 
Parent Teacher Conferences 
Thank you to all our parents who booked interviews with our teachers.  Our staff were very busy all 
afternoon and evening discussing the learning progress of your child.  It is our hope that next year we 
can return to in-person conferences once everyone’s comfort level post pandemic has subsided.  As 
always if you have any questions for your child’s teachers, please reach out to them and they will be 
happy to work with you moving forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EAP for next year 
This year our school division has made progress on standardizing Extended Academic 
Programming (EAP) for all ECSD schools who offer the program.  Please see the changes listed 
below for EAP students at SJT. 
 

Grade 6 students coming to SJT applying for EAP for the 2022 – 2023 school year. 
 For next year all grade 7 EAP students are required to take EAP in all their core 

subjects.  This includes Math, Language Arts, Social Studies, and Science. 
 Required to take a language as part of the program.  NOTE: All our grade 7 

students take all the options including French and Music.   
 Students must apply for the program using the new electronic form found on the 

students PowerSchool ‘School Engage’ icon. 
 

Current grade 7 and 8 EAP students. 
The above requirements do not apply to our current grade 7 and 8 students.  All our 
current EAP students will be ‘grandfathered’ with the same understanding in place for 
the remainder of their time here at SJT. 
 
These students will remain in EAP for next year unless a parent and their student 
express their wish to add or drop EAP classes for next year.  Any student who wants to 
join EAP should contact their teacher or Mrs. Molyneux at the school. 
 No requirement to reapply electronically 
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Alberta Education Assurance (AEA) survey 
Just a friendly reminder, the Alberta Education Assurance (AEA) Surveys will close on March 
25th, 2022.  In our division, all students in grades 4 to 12, all certificated teaching staff (pre-
kindergarten to grade 12), and parents/guardians of students in grades 4 to 12 (as identified 
by the Alberta Education sampling methodology) are to participate in the Alberta Education 
Assurance Surveys.   Our staff have completed the survey as well as most of our students. 

If you have received a survey invite from Alberta Education, we encourage you to fill it out as it 
becomes an important part of the way that we showcase our school and the tremendous 
support we receive from our parent community.  Thank you in advance! 

ECSD Common Final Assessments 
This year our division learning services department has developed common final assessments 
for our academic core subjects.  This is an attempt to ensure that all our division junior high 
schools can be measured against a common final exam.  The data they receive from this will be 
able to put in more targeted supports for our students moving forward in the post COVID 
learning environment.  In addition, our division has followed Alberta Education’s direction 
previously established with a 10% weighting of all high school diploma exams to include junior 
high schools.  All our final exams in June will be weighted at 10% of the student’s final grade.  
Our staff will be making these adjustments to their class gradebooks.  Our final exams were 
previously weighted at 20% as we have always done.  With the change to 10%, the weighting 
will be redistributed to the other evaluation areas.  Our staff will explain this to their students 
and ensure that the grade distribution is updated in their course descriptions for you to view. 
 
SJT PAC – Committee of School Councils (COSC) 
On March 14, 2022, from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM our admin team along with your PAC committee 
will be holding a Committee of School Councils (COSC) meeting virtually with our school 
trustee.  We will be reviewing our school growth plan and engaging with Terry Harris our 
Trustee on advocacy and the role of school councils in assurance and planning for the 
Division.  

Pictures from around the school – iLearn Thursday! 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 
Sir John Thompson Weekly Updates – March 2nd, 2022 
 
Hello everyone!  Today is Ash Wednesday when the Church enters into the great retreat time 
called Lent.  Not only does it usually signify that spring is upon us as we come out of the cold 
winter months, but it is a time to reflect on how we are with God, our neighbors, and with 
ourselves.  We reflect on our lives at this time as we prepare for the coming celebration of 
Easter.   
 
Some of the questions we posed to our whole school this morning were, ‘What do I need to 
stop doing or start doing to be the very good person that God made me?’  If we find we have 
some bad habits or have hurt someone, or have neglected to do something that we should, we 
can take this time to reflect and express our sincere apology and show a willingness to change 
for the better.  I wish all your families a great start to Lent and a fantastic sun filled weekend.  
Please note that the school will be closed on Thursday and Friday as Teachers Convention gets 
underway. 
Sincerely, 



Kelly L. Kaup – Principal Sir John Thompson 
 
Important dates in March 
February 28th – March 17th – School Intention Screen available in PowerSchool. 
March 2nd – Lent begins – SJT Ash Wednesday Celebration – Virtual 11:15am 
March 3rd – 4th – Teacher’s convention – No school 
March 4th 4:00pm – Virtual Parent/Teacher Conference manager opens. 
March 7th – Anthony McLean – Anti-Racism presentation to SJT and Division Junior Highs. 
March 8th 4:00pm - Virtual Parent/Teacher Conference manager closes. 
March 10th - Parent/Teacher Conferences 1:30 – 5:00pm and 6:00 – 7:00pm 
March 15th – St. Joseph Onsite to register grade 9’s who have selected St. Joes. 
March 17th – Father Mike Mireau Youth Day – Virtual all students at SJT AM 
March 22nd – 23rd – SJT PAC Casino 
March 24th – Full Day of School 
March 25th – Half Day ILearn AM 
March 28th - April 1st – Spring Break 
April 4th – Classes resume 
REPEAT - Virtual Parent Teacher Interviews – March 10th   
On Thursday March 10th, we are having our Virtual Parent Teacher interview day.  We thank all 
parents and guardians for their patience in continuing to support this format.  We certainly hope 
that it will give everyone the opportunity to connect with their child’s teachers.  If for any reason 
you are unable to book an appointment with the teacher of your choice, please reach out to them 
via email and they will be happy to find a convenient time to connect with you to discuss your 
child’s progress.  The booking system opens Friday, March 4th, 2022 at 4pm and closes on 
Tuesday March 8th at 4pm.  The format will be similar to what we did in November.  This will allow 
for parents to schedule times to ‘meet’ with their teachers.  Interviews will take place from 1:30 – 
5:00 and again from 6:00 – 7:00pm on Thursday, March 10th.  Parents will be able to book time and 
connect with up to four teachers.  Parents will indicate on the booking system their preference for a 
phone call, or a Microsoft Teams meet via Video Chat.  Full step by step instructions are attached 
to assist you in booking times (Parent Letter for interview booking February 2022).  It is important 
to regularly view your child’s PowerSchool grades.  There you can see any missed assessments or 
notes the teacher has added to explain any marks.  Included below is an explanation outlining the 
differences between formative and summative assessments that you may see in your child’s grades. 
 
Intentions for next year - February 28th – March 17th 
On Monday our division had sent out a letter outlining the process that all our families will have to 
undertake over the next two weeks in order to pre-register your child for next year.  The text of the 
letter has been provided for you below to assist you in this process.  This process includes a choice for 
online learning but please note that this is a year long commitment.  We have also included the screen 
shot information we had sent previously below to assist you in the process.  Please contact our admin 
support at the school if you have any questions or need assistance. 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  



It’s that time of the year again when we begin planning and preparing for the new school year. Our 
schools have been hosting virtual open houses to showcase program offerings and assist families in 
selecting a school for September 2022. We are asking for your help now to ensure we have the right 
resources in place for the new school year.   

Returning ECSD Students  

Pre-enrolment for students already attending an ECSD school begins on Monday, February 28. You will 
be able to log onto the PowerSchool parent portal and select your preferred school for the 2022-2023 
school year using the “Intentions for Next Year” icon. 

All students currently in our Division will need to declare their intentions regardless if they are staying 
with their current school or transitioning into kindergarten, junior high, or high school.  

This pre-enrolment process for returning students will close on Thursday, March 17 to allow our schools 
time to plan for staffing, class sizes, and programming for the new school year. If your plans change 
after March 17, you can always contact your school to change your school selection. 

Online Learning Options 

Edmonton Catholic Schools believes the best learning happens inside the classroom. We hope to 
welcome the majority of students back to in-person learning in September.  

For families wanting to continue online for the 2022-2023 school year, you may register with Genesis 
Catholic Online Elementary/Junior High School or St. Joseph Catholic Online High School. Online learning 
will be offered for Grades 1 – 12 and will require a full-year commitment.  

Planning for the New School Year 

The pre-enrolment process for returning students is key in helping us understand how many students to 
expect at our schools and sites for September 2022. If you have any questions about the process or need 
help navigating PowerSchool, do not hesitate to contact your current principal or visit our click here for 
a tutorial. Thank you for choosing Edmonton Catholic Schools.  

REPEAT - Intentions (registration) for next year opens! – February 28th – March 17th 
Starting on Monday, February 28th our Division Educational Planning Department will open the 
intention screen window in the PowerSchool Parent Portal.  All our families are required to use 
this feature in PowerSchool to choose their child’s school for next year within the timeframe 
provided above.  This includes our current grade 7’s to grade 8, grade 8 to grade 9, and our 
grade 9’s to grade 10.  Educational Planning will be sending out a Swift message on Monday 
morning to all families in the Division explaining the process and rationale. Included in their 
message will be a link to an instructional video created by our Division IT department which will 
explain exactly how a parent/student can submit their intention for next year.  The screen will 
be active until March 17th.  We have provided detailed instructions below to assist you as well 
in navigating this process.   

*Please note that families who choose the Division’s ‘Genesis’ online school will be 
committing to that school for the entire year.  This is different from last year where students 
could return to their community school in the second semester. 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/13423/save-the-date-virtual-open-house-listings
https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/
https://www.ecsd.net/1566
https://www.ecsd.net/1566
https://www.ecsd.net/8407/page/14977/st-joseph-catholic-online-high-school
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5X3Q1TqGW4c


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents/Students will have the opportunity to declare whether their Intention is  to: 
• Y E S  =  Attend their e xp e c t e d  sc h o o l  

This  will be  the majority of requests as  students transition to their next grade 
level 

• No =  Not attend their e x p ec t e d  sc h o o l  
Students  make an alternate cho ice  based on wish or 
speci f ic programming.  If this selection is made, an 
alternate school  cho ice  would be  se lected  

• No - Se lect ing Online =  Attend an Online S c h o o l  
If this selection is made, they will be  directed to one of two schools  based on 
their grade level 

• Other =  If none of the abov e apply  (Example, moving out of District or province) 
 

In addition, parents/students  c a n  a l so  c h o o s e  a  preferred F o c u s / A l t e r n a t i v e  
P r o g r a m  offered at  their se lected next s c ho o l  and indicate any  B u s s i n g  
requirements. 
O n c e  completed and the parent c l i c k s  to S U B M I T  R E Q U E S T :  

 T h e  Intention is  delivered to the s c ho o l  the student is  c urrently  attending 
 T h e  intention is  l o c ked  for the parent. In the event future c h a n g e s  are  

n e ce s s ar y ,  the parent would  need to co ntact  the current school .  

Parent Portal / Students Intention Screen:  



A  subm iss io n Name, D ate  and T im e S t a m p  r e c o r d s  the request for t rack ing.  

Congratulations to Cara Kwan 
We are so very proud of our grade 8 student Cara 
Kwan whose artwork was selected for display at the 
Edmonton Catholic Schools Spring into Art Show.  
Congratulations Cara we are all very proud of you.  
See the details below.  

 
 
 
High school registration nights 
Once our grade 9 families have selected their High School of choice in the ‘Intentions Screen in 
PowerSchool’ students are directed to attend a High School Registration session where they will 
make their course selections for next year.  The information is provided for you below.  If you 
have any questions, please visit their websites or contact our Division High Schools directly. 
 
Archbishop Macdonald  
The application is on the website:  
https://www.ecsd.net/8403/page/39593/mac-application-2022-2023 
Accepting applications from March 7 – March 14. 
Application Drop off dates: 
• March 7th:  10:30 am -3:00 pm 
• March 8th:  9:15 am-3:00 pm 
• March 9th:  9:15 am-3:00 pm 
• March 10th:  1:00 pm-7:00 pm 
• March 11th:  9:15 am-3:00 pm 
• March 14th:  3:45 pm-7:00 pm 
**Please note that we do not grant admission based on the date and time of receiving application 
packages. We have allowed for 6 drop off days to help ensure social distancing. Please only arrive 
during designated drop off dates & times.  
 
Archbishop O’Leary High School 
The O’Leary Virtual Open House is March 10th at 6pm.  Go to the Archbishop O’Leary website 
for more information.  Sir John Thompson in person registration and course selection is in 
between 2-3 pm on Saturday March 12th. 
 
St. Joseph High School 
Please visit their website for all registration information. 
https://www.ecsd.net/8407/page/13607/registration-2022-2023 
2022-2023 Registrations 
In-person registration day - Saturday, March 19 from 9 am - 4 pm 

https://www.ecsd.net/8403/page/39593/mac-application-2022-2023
https://www.ecsd.net/8407/page/13607/registration-2022-2023


Evening registrations - Monday, March 21 & Wednesday, March 23 from 6-8 pm 
 
St Joseph will be visiting Sir John Thompson to do in-house registration with students on the 
following date:  Sir John Thompson - Tuesday, March 15 9-12pm (students will bring home a 
copy of their course selection sheet for parents/guardians to review) 
 
* Students who live in the SJT catchment area are classified as Dual designated.  This means 
that a SJT student can choose either St. Joseph or Archbishop O’Leary as their high school of 
choice. 
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