
 
 
Sir John Thompson Weekly Updates – February 4th, 2022 
Hello everyone and a Happy positive Friday to you all.  This morning we read a famous reading 
from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.  “Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious 
or boastful or rude; …………and now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of 
these is love.  Pursue love and strive for the spiritual gifts.” As I move throughout our wonderful 
school, I am privileged to see so many acts of kindness and love from both our students and our 
staff.  We extend our love to each one of you and encourage you to pass it along to your 
friends, family, and loved ones.  Best wishes on a great weekend everyone. 

 
PS Dallas our Therapy dog is either interested in this update or smells 
food on my desk! 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Kelly L. Kaup 
Principal – Sir John Thompson 
 

Important Dates 
January 31 - February 4th – Parents check PowerSchool for student progress 
January 31 – Semester one options ended for grade 8 and 9 students 
February 3rd – Father Mark in to visit our classes 
February 3rd – 5th - Senior Boys basketball at the MAC high tournament. 
February 8th – PAC meeting Teams at 7:00pm 
February 10th – Grade 6 Orientation (Virtual) 
February 14th – Valentines Day! 
February 17th – SJT Open House 6:30pm 
February 21st – Family Day (No school) 
February 24th – Father Mark visit to SJT 
February 25th – Archbishop O’Leary High School presentation at SJT 
 



PAC meeting and Casino information 
Next Tuesday, February 8th, at 7:00pm via Teams we have our first PAC meeting of the new 
year.  If anyone wishes to join, please call the office, and provide your name / email and we will 
be happy to send you the link for the meeting.  We truly are blessed to have such an amazing 
group who meet regularly and help us to make this school so successful.  Our PAC has secured a 
casino date for SJT on March 22nd – 23rd.  From my last conversation with Sandra, she was 
pleased to let me know that most of our volunteers are already in place!  Yet another example 
of the fantastic community we are all a part of. 
 
Thank you to our wonderful executive.  
Chair - Sandra Symbaluk  
Vice Chair – Anita Petrovic 
Secretary – Lisa Saville 
Treasurer – Elaina Babij 
Member at Large – Deb Dixon 
Member at Large – Cheryl Williams 
Member at Large – Angela McKenzie 
 
Dawn Richardson-Wilson – Olympic Women’s Bobsledding 

We all wish the very best to one of SJT’s 
own Dawn Richardson-Wilson who is 
competing in the Olympics this month 
in Women’s Bobsledding.  We are very 
proud of this former SJT Alumni!  The 
Wilson’s have a long tradition of 
attending SJT with one of their children 
graduating two years ago and one in 
grade 7 now!  We are very excited to 
cheer her on! 
 
 
 

Black History Month at SJT 
Black history month is celebrated throughout Canada during the month of February.  This is a 
time to honour the legacy of Black Canadians, past and present, and to recognize and celebrate 
the significant contributions they continue to make to our country.  Throughout the month of 
February, we will be highlighting on Monday’s announcements, two Black Canadians who have 
helped shape Canadian heritage and identity.  In our classes each core subject area will be 
highlighting Black history in their curricular areas.  Science is the first week followed by Social 



Studies, Math, and Language Arts in the last week of February.  Our Religion, Fine Arts, PE, and 
CTF classes will also be highlighting Black History month in their classes as well. 
 
Grade 7 Science lab 
Our grade 7’s were busy this week in Science taking part in a lab exercise identifying 
sedimentary and metamorphic rocks.  Our science teachers truly believe in hands on lab 
activities for their students.  This enhances learning and provides excellent preparation for high 
school!  Well done Science Team!  See the pictures below! 
 
Air filtration installed at SJT 
With the ongoing concern surrounding COVID in our community we are pleased to inform our 
community that our school Division has made a commitment to installing enhanced air 
filtration systems in all our schools (MERV 13).  Half of the Division’s schools have had this 
system installed and the Division anticipates completing the remainder within the next three 
weeks!  It is important to note that the new system offers greater filtration than a HEPA 
filtration system.  Please see below for more information. 
 
With most people looking for better ways to protect themselves against potential airborne 
transmission of COVID-19, many products on the market are being promoted as effective 
devices to implement in their residences and businesses. One major step towards reducing the 
risk of COVID-19 noted by many health safety organizations would be the upgrade of the 
building’s air filter to one that is rated at a MERV 13 level or higher. 
What is a MERV 13 filter? MERV stands “minimum efficiency reporting value” and a filter 
receives a MERV rating as determined by the American Society of Heating, Refrigeration, and 
Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE).  
 
Father Mark visit! 

 
We truly were blessed to have 
Father Mark out to some of our 
grade 9 classes this past week.  
He was so impressed by our 
students’ questions and topics 
they wanted to talk about.  They 
had a great chat about love and 
forgiveness.   

 
Thank you, Father Mark for coming and Miss Stetson for your great work as Chaplain! 
 
 
 

https://cdc.gov/
https://www.ashrae.org/


Intention screen information 
At the end of February our school division will be sending out information as to the process for 
families to select their school intention for the 2022 – 2023 school year.  This process is very 
similar to the one introduced last year.  Our grade 7’s and grade 8’s will move into grade 8 and 
9 for next year at SJT while grade 6 students from our feeder schools will have the opportunity 
to select SJT and our EAP program if they wish.  Our current grade 9’s will have the opportunity 
to choose Archbishop MacDonald, Archbishop O’Leary, or St. Joseph to attend.  This ‘Intention 
Screen’ will be available on the PowerSchool Portal from February 28th – March 17th.   
The opening of intention screen marks the beginning of our planning for next year here at Sir 
John Thompson.  As always, we will send out detailed information to assist all parents in 
completion of this task.  Thank you everyone for your continued positive support and 
spreading the good word about our school! 
 
Registration Information for Sir John Thompson for 2022 – 2023 school year. 
Please feel free to contact us at the school and we will be happy to answer any of your questions at 
780 454-9202 or visit our website for updated information. 
NOTE: for those of you who have family friends who attend other elementary schools outside of ECSD they 
can register for Sir John Thompson by visiting our website.  If you have any questions, please contact our 
school directly. 
 
ECSD EAP promotion video 
On Tuesday our division media person came out to SJT to interview teachers and students 
about our successful Enhanced Academic Program.  Our school was selected to provide 
interviews with both staff and EAP students as well to gather footage of our school for the 
division wide EAP promotional video that will be released in the next few weeks.  The 
videographer was amazed at how great our students and staff were to work with.  He was 
particularly impressed with how mature and articulate our students were.  Thank you to Mr. 
Pisani for coordinating this event.  See the pictures below! 
Featuring our Enhanced Academic Program (EAP). 

The Enhanced Academic Program (EAP) prepares students for high 
intellectual engagement by starting the development of skills and 
acquisition of knowledge as early as possible. At Sir John Thompson 
we have a long tradition of academic excellence due in large part to our 
EAP program. The junior high years can provide a powerful opportunity 
for students to acquire the skills, habits of mind and concepts they need 

to engage in higher levels of learning.  We continue to be one of Archbishop Macdonald’s largest 
feeder schools due to the success of our EAP program. 

Visit our website at www.sirjohnthompson.ecsd.net under programs to learn more about our EAP 
program and to register for next year. 

 

http://www.sirjohnthompson.ecsd.net/


Upcoming Registration events at SJT for our Feeder schools! 
Elementary School presentations in person! – Mr. Kaup will be visiting our 
feeder schools’ grade 6 students to answer any questions during this live 
interactive presentation! 
 St. Angela – January 28th 
 St. Timothy – February 4th 
 St. Lucy – February 4th  
 
 
 
 

Grade 6 orientation morning (virtual) – Thursday, February 10th, 2022, AM hosted by SJT.  We will 
host a virtual visit where grade 6 classes from all our feeder schools will be able to visit various classrooms 
and see what life is like at SJT! 
General Open House (virtual) – Thursday, February 17th, 2022, 6:30pm. Our virtual Open House is a 
chance for our amazing staff to showcase the fine work that goes on every day in our school. It is created 
and presented by SJT departments and staff. We look forward to hosting everyone virtually that evening. 
We are happy to answer any questions from our prospective parents and students regarding our school 
and the programs we offer. Check out our website or call the school with any questions you may have, 
and we  will be happy to provide you with more information. Please see our website for the presentation link 
that evening along with lots of information and videos!  www.sirjohnthompson@ecsd.net 
Key Features of our school: 

• Consistently excellent high academic results Students drawn from throughout the city 
• Student selected ILearn sessions every Thursday 
• Popular Foods and Art program 
• Strong athletic program with 14 teams 
• Physical Education Leadership program 
• Jazz and concert band in a comprehensive music program 
• Student Leadership program 
• Comprehensive CTF (Career and Technology Focus) program 
• Dedicated staff and highly supportive Parent Council 

Pictures from around the school 

 

http://www.sirjohnthompson@ecsd.net/


 
 

 

 



 

 
 


