
 
Sir John Thompson Weekly Update – May 20th, 2022 
Hello everyone and a Happy positive Friday to you all!  This past week I have been reading a 
special Oilers prayer that I dug out from years ago when the Oilers last had a playoff run in 
2006.  Over the years I have used it on days that our team really needed a win.  I read the 
prayer this morning on the eve of game two.  I have included it below.  Our school also 
participated this morning in a request from our Divisions Public relations people to have our 
student’s video the ’Lets go Oilers’ cheer.  Thank you to Mr. Luukkonen for putting this 
together.  I hope we make the final cut in the Division video that they plan to release next 
week.   

On Oilers Prayer 
Our father, who art in Edmonton, 

Hockey be thy name. 
Thy will be done, the Cup be won 
On ice, as well as in the stands. 

Give us this day our hockey sticks 
And forgive those who cross-check against us. 

Lead us not into elimination 
But deliver us to victory. 
In the name of the fans, 

Lord Stanley and the Oilers. 
Amen 

 
Have a great May long weekend with your family and friends! 
Sincerely, Kelly L. Kaup – Principal, Sir John Thompson 
 
Important dates in May/ June 
May 23rd – Victoria Day – No school 
May 26th – Final Year End Mass 9:15am Mary, Queen of Martyrs Church 
June 9th – Grade 9 Farewell Mass and presentation of certificates – 5:30 Our Lady Queen of 

Martyrs Church 13210 133a Ave NW. 
June 10th – I learn – Grade 9 Lunch – photobooth – school dance 
June 15th – Last day of instruction 
June 16th – Final Exams begin – All students. 



English Language Arts Part A PAT Grade 9.  Grade 7/8 Part A LA written Final 
Thank you to all our families for your support of your children in writing their Part A written 
final on Monday this past week.  Our staff have been preparing our students for this important 
assessment for many weeks and felt confident that our students did well.  Thank you for your 
support in ensuring that your child gets lots of sleep and setting aside time to study at home.  
Our collective efforts to help our students certainly will go a long way to prepare them for their 
Exams in June. 
 
PAC meeting last Tuesday 
Last Tuesday was our last Parent Council meeting of the year.  We had Terry Harris come out to 
share in our discussions and to update us on news from our School Board.  Thank you to all our 
parents who came out and continue to support our school! 
Chair – Sandra Symbaluk, Vice Chair – Anita Petrovic, Secretary – Lisa Saville, Treasurer – Elaina 
Babij - Member at Large – Deb Dixon, Member at Large – Cheryl Williams, Member at Large – 
Angela McKenzie 
 
Several of our executive will be moving on as their children are graduating from SJT.  If you are 
interested in being a part of the executive for next year, please contact our amazing 
chairperson Sandra Symbaluk at sjsymbaluk@gmail.com .  The positions are elected at our 
meet the staff night next September 8th at 6:30pm.  We have been blessed to have such 
amazing support and we want to recognize and thank the following parents for all their hard 
work and dedication to our school and wish them well as their children move on to High School. 
Vice Chair – Anita Petrovic, Secretary – Lisa Saville, Treasurer – Elaina Babij 
Thank you! 
 
Final Exam Schedule – June 
Attached you will find the SJT final exam schedule for June.  In it you will find a lot of specific 
information for these last two weeks of June.  The last day of instruction will be on June 15th.  
Students in grades 7-9 have the option of going home after their exam ends at 11:00am or 
attending study hall.  Study hall is intended only for quiet studying.  Students will not be 
permitted to gather socially after their exams.  All grade 9 PAT exams are scheduled from 9:00 – 
1:00pm.  Grade 9 students may leave at 11:00 am if they have completed their exam but may 
have up to 1:00 pm to complete their exam. 
 
In the coming weeks we will be sending home a parental consent form giving your child 
permission to leave after each exam is completed.  This will be sent home via swift, and a 
paper copy will be provided to all our students. 
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SJT Track and Field Day – Coronation Park 
On Wednesday we returned to our normal whole school track and field day.  The weather 
cooperated and our staff and students had a great time.  We had 56 of our students qualify for 
the Zone finals on May 25th at Rollie Miles Athletic field.  Congratulations to these amazing 
athletes!  Those students who qualify from each zone will attend the city finals in early June!  
Thank you to all our PE staff for organizing such a great event!  Check out the pictures below! 

 
Science – the baby chicks are coming! 

Thank you to Ms. Breidenbach who has arranged to 
bring in an incubator to hatch baby chicks!  This is a 
practical application of Unit A in grade 7 Science!  
This year we are making the incubator available to all 
our students to view in the front foyer area.  We are 
looking forward to their birth in the coming weeks! 

 
 
 

 
SJT Food Drive and cotton candy for Ukraine 

Thank you to all our families for contributing to our Food Drive.  
We collected over 500 items for the food bank.  This is an 
important part of teaching our students the value in helping 
those in need and doing their part in contributing to our 
community.   
 
Our student leadership team has completed a fundraising event 
to support the Ukrainian Eparchy of Edmonton to support all 
the incoming refugees from the Ukraine.  They raised over $300 
to support these new families to Edmonton. 
 
Thank you to Miss Stetson for organizing these important 
events! 
 
 

 
 
 



Grade 9 Farewell – Mark the date - June 9th – repeat from last week 
We are excited to celebrate our Grade 9s and all their accomplishments in person this year!  
There has been a lot of scrambling in the past few weeks in acquiring a venue for our Grade 9 
celebration and with the changeover from Father Mark McGee to Father Jossy.  We are very 
excited to welcome Father Jossy as our celebrant! 
 
Sir John Thompson's Grade 9 Farewell will take place June 9th, 2022, at Queen of Martyrs 
Catholic Church (13210 133a Ave NW).  Mass will begin at 5:30 pm and will be followed by a 
certificate ceremony for our Grade 9 students as we have done in the past.  Due to space 
restrictions we are asking families to limit their attendance to graduate plus two.  We look 
forward to seeing all of our grade 9 graduates dressed up and taking family pictures!  Terry 
Harris our school Trustee will be on hand to bring greetings and a farewell message on behalf of 
our school division.   
All grade 9 families were sent a letter outlining the grade 9 farewell evening earlier in the 
week. 
On June 10th our school will be hosting a luncheon for our grade 9 students and a dance in the 
afternoon.  We will have a photobooth on hand prior to lunch for our grade 9’s to take pictures. 
 
Pictures from around the school 

 



 
 
 
 
 



Sir John Thompson Weekly Update – May 13th, 2022 
Happy positive Friday everyone!  Today’s Gospel invites us to fee consoled in Jesus Christ.  We 
are led by Thomas’s question of Jesus to guard our hearts against any and all concerns.  Thomas 
questioned Jesus by a simple statement, “we do not know the way to you; how can we find the 
way?”  Again, his declaration in the presence of Jesus and Jesus answers him; “I am the way and 
the truth and the life” invites us to ponder deeply our call to follow Jesus Christ.   
 
As we approach the middle of May, and the weather is turning for the better I wish all our 
family’s days ahead filled with hope and love.  We appreciate all your support for your children 
and our staff here at Sir John Thompson. 
 
Please enjoy this week’s weekly update.  I have repeated much of the information from last 
week as to the key events coming in the last month of classes. 
 
Blessings to you all. 
Kelly L. Kaup – Principal Sir John Thompson 
P.S.  In case you have not heard.  Pope Francis is coming to Canada at the end of July and 
visiting Edmonton on his journey of healing, hope and reconciliation. 
 
Important dates in May/ June 
May 9th  –  13th – SJT Spirit Week! 
May 16th – English Language Arts Part A PAT Grade 9.  Grade 7/8 Part A LA written Final 
May 17th – PAC meeting 7:00 at SJT 
May 18th – SJT Track and Field Day – Coronation Park 
May 18th or 19th – Krispy Kreme delivery 
May 19th – I learn Day 
May 23rd – Victoria Day – No school 
May 26th – Final Year End Mass 9:15am Mary, Queen of Martyrs Church 
June 9th – Grade 9 Farewell Mass and presentation of certificates – 5:30 Our Lady Queen of 

Martyrs Church 13210 133a Ave NW. 
June 10th – I learn – Grade 9 Lunch – photobooth – school dance 
June – Final exam schedule coming next week! 
English Language Arts Part A PAT Grade 9 and Grade 7/8 Part A written Final - 
Monday May 16th 
On Monday May 16th our grade 9 students will be writing Part A of their Provincial Achievement 
Test (PAT).  Our teachers have been very busy preparing our students for this important 
assessment.  The exam will begin at 9:00am – 1:00pm.  According to Alberta Education 
guidelines, our students will have up to four hours to complete this assessment.  Grade 9 
students who do not need the full allotted time are permitted to leave the school beginning 



at 11:00am if they have parental consent.  Parent permission forms were sent home earlier in 
the week.  Parent permission forms will be sent home early next week.  Busses will be running 
at their regular afterschool times.  Students who leave early will need transportation provided 
for them.  Grade 9 students who remain at school will be provided a study hall instead of their 
regularly scheduled classes. 
 
That morning all our grade 7 and 8 students will be writing their Language Arts Part A written 
final as well.  This exam is scheduled to run from 9:00am – 11:00am.  Our grade 7 and 8 
students will return to their regularly scheduled classes after completion of their exam. 
 
All exams will be written in the student's homerooms. 
 
Krispy Kreme delivery 
We have finally received notice that our long-awaited Krispy Kreme doughnut delivery will be 
arriving next week!  Our sincere apologies for this extreme delay! 
We appreciate all of our community’s support and patience with this order. 
Krispy Kreme has notified us that the delivery will be either Wednesday, May 18th or Thursday, 
May 19th.  We have been informed that we will not know which date the delivery will take place 
until the morning of May 18th.  We will send a communication to everyone the morning of the 
18th to advise everyone.  Students will be called down at the end of the day to pick up their 
order.  If the order is more that three boxes, we ask that parents come to the school to pick 
them up between 3 and 6 pm.  Staff will be on hand to distribute them during this time.  Thank 
you Miss Stetson for your amazing work in organizing this! 
 
PAC meeting – May 17th at 7:00pm 
Next Tuesday, May 17th at 7:00pm we have our final PAC meeting of the year.  We will be 
returning to an in-person meeting here at SJT.  If you are interested in attending, please contact 
Mr. Kaup at the school if you would like more information.  We truly are blessed to have such 
an amazing group who meet regularly and help us to make this school so successful.   
Thank you to our wonderful executive! 
Chair – Sandra Symbaluk, Vice Chair – Anita Petrovic, Secretary – Lisa Saville, Treasurer – Elaina Babij 
Member at Large – Deb Dixon, Member at Large – Cheryl Williams, Member at Large – Angela McKenzie 
 
Track and Field – Wednesday May 18th - REPEAT from last week 
Permission forms were sent home earlier in the week (green form).  Please sign and have 
your child return this to their homeroom teacher as soon as possible. 

On Wednesday, May 18, SJT will be running our school-wide track and field day at Coronation 
Park. We are very excited to have this important school wide event after two years.  Track and 
field is part of the Phys. Ed. program, therefore, all students are expected to attend. Each 
student must participate in at least one track and one field event. If your child is unable to 



attend for whatever reason, we would ask that you reach out to their Phys. Ed. teacher to 
excuse them from participation on that day. With all staff attending track and field, nothing 
will be offered for students back at SJT on this day.  If your child is unable to attend that day, 
please call in to the school as you normally would, and our admin support will mark your child 
absent.  In case of inclement weather, the event will be cancelled, and the track and field events 
will take place at the school due to the full bookings of the site and your money will be refunded. 

The cost of this field trip is $5 which covers transportation/facility rentals and will be added 
to your child's PowerSchool account for payment or you can send cash with your child to give 
to their homeroom teacher with the permission form.  The $5 will be refunded if the track 
meet is cancelled due to inclement weather.  Please contact Ms. Riva in our business office if 
you have any questions. 

A few important items to remember: 
• Please dress appropriately for the weather (layers are recommended) 
• Bring running shoes  
• Hat/sunglasses/sunscreen/bug spray 
• Leave valuables at home (Cell phones are not required on this day) 
• Bring a bagged lunch (healthy snacks encouraged) 
• Bring water 
• There will be a food truck on site (Starvin' Marvins) if students would like to purchase 

lunch – the menu and prices were attached last week. 
 

We will be arriving to Coronation Park around 9:15AM and leaving around 2:45PM. Under 
no circumstances are students allow to leave the property at Coronation Park.  
 
 
SJT student leadership - Spirit Days! 
This week we were so impressed with the many students who participated in our various 
themed Spirit days.  Check out the pictures below!  Thank you to Miss Stetson and our student 
leadership team for organizing these theme days!  
 
 
 
Grade 9 Farewell – Mark the date - June 9th 
We are excited to celebrate our Grade 9s and all of their accomplishments in person this year!  
There has been a lot of scrambling in the past few weeks in acquiring a venue for our Grade 9 
celebration and with the changeover from Father Mark McGee to Father Jossy.  We are very 
excited to welcome Father Jossy as our celebrant! 
 
Sir John Thompson's Grade 9 Farewell will take place June 9th, 2022, at Queen of Martyrs 
Catholic Church (13210 133a Ave NW).  Mass will begin at 5:30 pm and will be followed by a 



certificate ceremony for our Grade 9 students as we have done in the past.  Due to space 
restrictions we are asking families to limit their attendance to graduate plus two.  We look 
forward to seeing all of our grade 9 graduates dressed up and taking family pictures!  Terry 
Harris our school Trustee will be on hand to bring greetings and a farewell message on behalf of 
our school division.   
All grade 9 families were sent a letter outlining the grade 9 farewell evening earlier in the 
week. 
On June 10th our school will be hosting a luncheon for our grade 9 students and a dance in the 
afternoon.  We will have a photobooth on hand prior to lunch for our grade 9’s to take pictures. 
 
Pictures from around the school 
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Sir John Thompson Weekly Update – May 6th, 2022 
 
Hello everyone and a happy positive Friday to you all.  I want to take the time to wish all the 
moms in our community a most grateful and blessed Mother’s Day this Sunday May 8th with a 
Mother's Day Prayer to Honor and Bless all our moms. 
 
Heavenly Father, 
I speak this prayer to you now in gratitude and praise for the gift of mothers. My mother, those 
of my friends, relatives, those I’ll never know, all mothers. Thank you for the role they play in 
the family unit. Thank you for their teachings, their wisdom, their patience, and understanding. 



Thank you for the physical, emotional, and spiritual gifts they possess. I pray that you help 
mothers all across the world to be a blessing upon their children. Whether delivering 
affirmation or discipline, I pray that you help every word and action to be done in love. And I 
pray that children throughout the world would take time to honor their mothers, that you 
would show them how to uniquely do so. 

Mom 
I'm forever grateful, and I look up to you more than you know. Happy Mother's Day to an 

amazing woman I'll always admire, appreciate, and love! We hope it doesn't come as a surprise 
that we're thinking of you today. After all, you've loved us just like a mom. 

Important dates in May 
May 8th – Mother’s Day! 
May 9th – 13th – SJT Spirit Week! 
May 16th – English Language Arts Part A PAT Grade 9.  Grade 7/8 Part A LA written Final 
May 17th – PAC meeting 7:00 at SJT 
May 18th – SJT Track and Field Day – Coronation Park 
May 19th – Ilearn Day 
May 23rd – Victoria Day – No school 
May 26th – Final Year End Mass 9:15am Mary, Queen of Martyrs Church 
June 9th – Grade 9 Farewell Mass and presentation of certificates – 5:30 Our Lady Queen of 

Martyrs Church 13210 133a Ave NW. 
June 10th – Ilearn – Grade 9 Lunch – photobooth – school dance 
 
English Language Arts Part A PAT Grade 9 and Grade 7/8 Part A written Final - 
Monday May 16th 
On Monday May 16th our grade 9 students will be writing Part A of their Provincial Achievement 
Test (PAT).  Our teachers have been very busy preparing our students for this important 
assessment.  The exam will begin at 9:00am – 1:00pm.  According to Alberta Education 
guidelines, our students will have up to four hours to complete this assessment.  Students who 
do not need the full allotted time are permitted to leave the school beginning at 11:00am if 
they have parental consent.  Parent permission forms will be sent home early next week.  
Busses will be running at their regular afterschool times.  Students who leave early will need 
transportation provided for them.  Grade 9 students who remain at school will be provided a 
study hall instead of their regularly scheduled classes. 
 
That morning all our grade 7 and 8 students will be writing their Language Arts Part A written 
final as well.  This exam is scheduled to run from 9:00am – 11:00am.  Our grade 7 and 8 
students will return to their regularly scheduled classes after completion of their exam. 
 
All exams will be written in the student's homerooms. 



 
Grade 9 Farewell – Mark the date - June 9th 
We are excited to celebrate our Grade 9s and all of their accomplishments in person this year!  
There has been a lot of scrambling in the past few weeks in acquiring a venue for our Grade 9 
celebration and with the changeover from Father Mark McGee to Father Jossy.  We are very 
excited to welcome Father Jossy as our celebrant! 
 
Sir John Thompson's Grade 9 Farewell will take place June 9th, 2022, at Queen of Martyrs 
Catholic Church (13210 133a Ave NW).  Mass will begin at 5:30 pm and will be followed by a 
certificate ceremony for our Grade 9 students as we have done in the past.  We look forward to 
seeing all of our grade 9 graduates dressed up and taking family pictures!  Terry Harris our 
school Trustee will be on hand to bring greetings and a farewell message on behalf of our 
school division.   
 
More information will be shared early next week with our Grade 9 families.  
 
On June 10th our school will be hosting a luncheon for our grade 9 students and a dance in the 
afternoon.  We will have a photobooth on hand prior to lunch for our grade 9’s to take pictures. 
 
SJT student leadership - Spirit Day next week! 
May 9-13 is Sir John Thompson Spirit Week! We encourage all students to dress according to 
the following themes for each day: 
 
Monday - Jersey Day 
Tuesday - Anything but a Backpack – Bring a crazy bag to carry your stuff! 
Wednesday - Twin Day 
Thursday - Beach Day 
Friday - Pajama Day 
We appreciate your assistance in helping your child select school appropriate attire for these 
themes, including a reasonably sized alternative to a backpack on Tuesday and no swimsuits for 
Beach Day on Thursday. We look forward to seeing your child's school spirit throughout the 
week! Keep an eye out in the next weekly update for pictures.  Thank you to Miss Stetson and 
our student leadership team for organizing these events! 
 
Track and Field – Wednesday May 18th  
On Wednesday, May 18, SJT will be running our school-wide track and field day at Coronation 
Park. We are very excited to have this important school wide event after two years.  Track and 
field is part of the Phys. Ed. program, therefore, all students are expected to attend. Each 
student must participate in at least one track and one field event. If your child is unable to 
attend for whatever reason, we would ask that you reach out to their Phys. Ed. teacher to 



excuse them from participation on that day. With all staff attending track and field, nothing 
will be offered for students back at SJT on this day.  If your child is unable to attend that day, 
please call in to the school as you normally would, and our admin support will mark your child 
absent.  In case of inclement weather, the event will be cancelled, and the track and field 
events will take place at the school due to the full bookings of the site. 

The cost of this field trip is $5 which covers transportation/facility rentals and will be added 
to your child's PowerSchool account for payment.  Please contact Ms. Riva in our business 
office if you have any questions. 

A few important items to remember: 
• Please dress appropriately for the weather (layers are recommended) 
• Bring running shoes  
• Hat/sunglasses/sunscreen/bug spray 
• Leave valuables at home (Cell phones are not required on this day) 
• Bring a bagged lunch (healthy snacks encouraged) 
• Bring water 
• There will be a food truck on site (Starvin' Marvins) if students would like to purchase 

lunch – the menu and prices are attached! 
 

We will be arriving to Coronation Park around 9:15AM and leaving around 2:45PM. Under 
no circumstances are students allow to leave the property at Coronation Park.  
 
Women in Technology Conference 
On May 4th, a group of eager students took part in the fourth annual ECSD Women in 
Technology conference. The vision of this conference is to empower our students and teachers 
to develop their talents and abilities, nurture a passion for STEM learning, and to innovate as 
Catholic agents of change in our technological world. It was once again a virtual conference, but 
that didn’t dampen the spirits of this crew. Students took part in several sessions including 
coding a light bulb powered oven, creating a circuit using each other and a Makey Makey, 
building a spinning motor, and out of this world airplanes. Our keynote speaker was Dr. Farah 
Alibay, a NASA engineer who works in the jet propulsion lab and was a part of the team who 
landed the most recent Mars rover, Perseverance. Dr. Alibay also flew the Mars helicopter, 
Ingenuity, the first self-propelled device to fly in space. It was a very inspiring and uplifting day 
to see a group of students engage in STEM learning while having fun doing it.  Thank you to Ms. 
Petryga for organizing this event!  Please see the pictures below! 
 
Honour Roll - eligibility criteria 
Sir John Thompson has an extensive awards program designed to motivate and reward 
students who have shown exemplary skills and attitudes. The award categories are academic 
achievement, athletic and service and include the presentation of medallions and their names 
engraved on our trophies. In June our staff are preparing for our awards evening at the end of 



June.  Those students who are eligible for honors will receive a medallion.  The criteria are 
included below.  More information will be sent out regarding our awards in the coming weeks. 

Due to cumulative marking, grade completion with Honours will be determined by the final reporting 
period in June.  Final exams are not included in the calculation for Honours. A student will be deemed as 
attaining an Honours standing when he/she has achieved an 80% average or higher in their core subjects 
of Math, Science, Social Studies and Language Arts with no mark below 70% in these four subjects. In order 
to receive Honours at year-end, students must achieve these standards on the average of the final 
reporting period. 
 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women Day – May 5th 
Yesterday was the National Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women. 
SJT marked this day of awareness on our ILearn day by starting the day off by going through a 
presentation explaining the importance of the issue.  There were several different ILearn 
sessions running throughout the morning: Hand Art, a documentary on this issue, and creating 
awareness art.  Students created many meaningful works of art and painted the red handprint 
symbol across their mouth to raise awareness for this movement. Thank you to Miss. Babiak for 
organizing this event and all our staff for their support.  Check out the wonderful pictures 
below! 
 
SJT Food drive! 
Our food drive has been off to a slow start.  If you are able to support this worthy cause, please 
speak to your child as to what items Sir John Thompson's annual Food Drive for Edmonton's 
Food Bank is May 2-13 this year! Each homeroom has been assigned a food item to collect, so 
please check with your child to see what item they have been requested to bring. The class with 
the most items donated will win a pizza lunch!  Thank you for your support for this worthy 
cause.  Thank you as well to Miss Stetson for all your work in organizing this wonderful 
opportunity to help those in need in our community. 
 
Tritons Cove 
Our Tritons Cove is up and running and is a huge success at lunchtime.  Please see the menu 
below which repeats on similar days each week. 
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2  Taco Time 
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W
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Pictures from around the school 



 

 

 



 

 

 


	Notes
	Notes
	Notes
	Notes
	Notes
	Notes

