
 
 

 
Sir John Thompson Weekly Update – September 2nd, 2022 
 
Welcome back to our Sir John families!  We would like to express our sincere thanks for your 
support in having your sons and daughters ready for this school year.  We had a fantastic grade 
7 orientation day in which our staff helped many students with their locks and helping them 
manage their new life with many teachers while travelling around a new big school.  The day 
ended with a lot of group activities, so your child had a chance to get to know other students in 
grade 7.  The entire day was supported by our grade 9 physical education leadership team.  We 
were so proud of our leadership team as they looked after their ‘little brothers and sisters’.  On 
Thursday we welcomed our grade 8 and 9 students back.  Each year we are amazed at how 
much our grade 8’s and 9’s have grown and matured over the summer.  This morning we held 
grade level assemblies where I introduced Mr. Pisani our Athletics coordinator, Mrs. Edmonds 
who along with Mrs. Paplawski make up our student support team, as well as our new 
Assistant Principal Dr. Salerno.  We went over our school procedures in the morning as well as 
where our students eat at lunch.  We went over the expectations for lunchtime recess as well as 
our SJT cell phone policy, SJT standard of student dress, and our SJT student conduct policy.  
They were very well received by our students who had a direct hand in contributing to these 
documents.  I want to thank each of our parents and guardians for reviewing these with your 
child.  These documents were sent out earlier in the year and are available on our SJT School 
Website.   

Our sincere thanks to our 8’s and 9’s who have been tremendously supportive of our grade 7’s 
in helping them with finding classes, lock troubles, and providing advice early in the year.  Our 
teachers have reported that we truly have a fantastic group of students who are eager to learn 
and have made many new friendships. 

As the year progresses, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher if you have any 
compliments or concerns. 

God bless you all!  I look forward to meeting you on our meet the staff night next Thursday 
September 8th at 6:30 pm at the school. 

 Sincerely,  

Kelly L. Kaup – Principal Sir John Thompson 



 
 

Important dates in September 
Sept 5th – Labour Day – No school 
Sept 7th – Picture Day – all students 
Sept 8th – meet the staff night 6:30pm 

Parent Advisory Council Annual General Meeting 
Sept 12th – 14th – Camp Nakamun Grade 8 Students only 
Sept 16th – Triton Cove opens 
Sept 16th – SJT School Opening celebration – Our Lady Queen of Martyrs 
church 
Sept 22nd – SJT Ilearn begins!  Terry Fox Run for SJT students 
Sept 30th – Truth and Reconciliation Day – No School 
 
Welcome to our new staff 
We are very excited to welcome our new staff to SJT! 
Dr. Salerno – Assistant Principal 
Mr. Buchanan – Math / PE 7B homeroom  
Mrs. Paquin – LA / Social / Film Studies 7C homeroom 
Mr. Eugenio – PE / Science 8C homeroom 
Mr. Aranzanso – Head Custodian 
Mrs. Fabiano – Administrative Support 
Mr. Bures – Music / dedicated sub 
 
Meet the staff night at SJT! 
Our annual Parent Evening will be held in the gym on Thursday September 8th at 6:30 
pm at the school.  The purpose of this evening is to give the parents an opportunity to 
meet the staff and learn more about our school programs.  We look forward to seeing 
you all there! 
 
Picture Day 
On Wednesday September 7th Lifetouch will be in to take our students pictures.  
Classes will be called down throughout the day.  Retakes will be on Friday, October 
14th.   Information as to how to order these pictures has been sent out via SWIFT email 
last week.  All picture orders are to be done on-line.  We can’t wait to see all of our 
students dress up! 



 
 

Soccer Tryouts 
On Tuesday September 6th we are holding our first Soccer tryout afterschool from 3:30 – 
5:00pm in the back field.  Thank you to Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Pisani for providing this 
wonderful extracurricular activity for our students!  Please view the attachment which 
has all of the details. 
 
Camp Nakamun 
On September 12th – 14th we are continuing a long-standing tradition at SJT by taking 
our grade 8 students to Camp Nakamun.  This is a fantastic tradition that Tritons 
remember as a highlight of their Junior High years.  There will be more information 
sent directly to our grade 8 families today.  The camp payment fee will be active in 
PowerSchool today.  Many thanks to all of our staff and parent volunteers for all their 
work in making this wonderful opportunity possible for our children. 
 
Grade 8 Students: September 12th – 14th. 
There will be no scheduled classes for grade eights on these dates, but grade sevens 
and nines will have regular classes.  
 
School Council  
At Sir John we have a very active and supportive School Council.  We are very pleased 
to have Sandra Symbaluk return as our chairperson for the 2022-2023 school year.  
Sandra will be speaking to our parents at our meet the staff night on Thursday 
September 8th at 6:30 pm at the school.  She will be giving an overview of the what the 
council does and how you can get involved.  Parents are welcome to attend all our 
meetings.  Your involvement is a great way to support SJT and stay informed about 
your school.  The first School Council meeting will be in October with more information 
to follow. 
 
SJT Hours of Operation 
At Sir John Thompson, the school week will continue to be a four-and-a-half-day 
format.  With Thursdays being our half day 12:17 dismissal.  We have attached a blank 
timetable that shows all of our class times. 
SJT Office Hours  
M. T. W. F. ..... 8:00 to 4:00 
Early Thurs. ..... 8:00 to 4:00 
  



 
 

Leaving the School  
Under no circumstances is a student to leave the school during class time without 
obtaining permission from the office.  It is imperative that the staff know where 
students are at all times.  The intent and practice has been to provide a safe and secure 
environment for our students.  After receiving permission to be excused from class from 
the teacher, the student must then go to the office to sign out.  
 
Additionally, as we are a closed campus, students may not leave the school grounds at 
any time, even during lunch.  Parent permission is required whenever a student leaves 
the school.  
 
Bus Passes  
Yellow and ETS bus passes for 2022 - 2023 are $61.50 each. The school office has the 
yellow bus schedules and bus routes that are available.  Your child will receive a one-
time bus pass which will be good for the entire year.  If it goes missing, you will be 
required to pay a replacement fee to get a new one.  Updated routes are posted in 
PowerSchool.  Payments for the bus pass for each month / year will be posted online. 
 
Please note: If your child is not picked up by the bus at their bus stop, please call 
Transportation at 780-441-6078 immediately so they are aware of this and they will 
instruct you as to what needs to be done.  Students riding a bus must have their one-
time pass when they are boarding.  
  

School Fee payments 
Payment of school fees – School fees will be posted on PowerSchool September 16th, 
2022.  Pay online: Division wide all schools have now moved to online payments.  
*Should you have any questions please contact our Business Manager Anita Riva at the school 
who will assist you.   
 
Communication  
As partners in your child’s education, we value your input and comments.  Please feel 
free to contact the staff regarding any issue which may affect your child.  Issues and 
concerns of a general nature can be discussed with your child’s homeroom teacher who 
acts as the teacher advisor for the students in their homeroom.  Specific subject-related 
concerns should be discussed with the subject area teacher.  In all cases, specific issues 
must first be addressed with the person or persons with whom the concern exists.  The 



 
 

staff will also contact you if they require your support or assistance.  A convenient way 
to contact staff is through e-mail. A great deal of information has also been included on 
the website should you have questions that may be school and/or policy related.  
 
Thursday Early Dismissals  
Although it is enticing for students to remain on school grounds for the afternoon, we 
would ask your assistance in ensuring that your son/daughter return home at the end of 
the day as they do on regular dismissal days. There is no supervision of students after 
the yellow buses depart as the staff has meetings and professional development.  
 
Student Absences  
As a reminder, when a student is absent from school, his or her parents/ guardians must 
call the school 780-454-9202 before 9:00 a.m.  
Please leave a detailed message on our school answering machine anytime of the day 
with the following information:  
· Date & time 
· Parent or guardian name 
· Child’s name and homeroom  
· Reason for the absence 
Students must have written parental permission in order to leave the school prior to 
dismissal or a phone call to the office by the parents prior to departure.  All students 
must sign out at the office.  
  

SWIFT 12K 
Sir John Thompson will continue to use the automated information system to report 
student absences or lates.  The system will call out twice (at 9:12 am and 1:13 pm). If 
your child is not at registration and no parent phone call has been received excusing the 
child, SWIFT12 will call parents. Please make sure we have updated phone numbers for 
all parents/guardians.  
 
If you receive a call, please follow the prompts given to acknowledge the call. If you 
hang up the phone or do not follow the prompt the system will continue to phone 
you.  
  
From time-to-time mistakes are made with attendance by our teaching staff and substitute 
teachers.  In most cases the student has been marked absent but has shown up late and the 



 
 

attendance has not been changed.   In these cases, please accept our apologies and contact our 
office staff who will verify that the student is in fact present. 
  

Parent PowerSchool  
We require all families to have a PowerSchool account. It can be used to view 
attendance, marks and make on-line payments.  Please set up an account if you do not 
already have one.  PowerSchool for parents is a quick an easy way to be informed and is 
required to access your child’s academic progress in their classes. 
 
Remember: Once you create an account and change the username and password, the 
school has no record of it.  If you require assistance after you have changed the login 
information, please contact us to have the information reset.  
 
PowerSchool works much better from a laptop, desktop, or iPad rather than a cell 
phone. Please make every effort to check your parent account regularly.  If you are 
having difficulty accessing your parent account, please call the school and we can assist 
you with any problems you may have.  
 
Lockers  
Students are issued a hall locker and lock as well as a Physical Education locker and 
lock at the beginning of the year. Students should store their personal belongings in 
these lockers and ensure that the lock is secure at all times.  
  
Students are responsible for the care of their locker and their property. We strongly 
suggest all valuables including electronics be kept locked away in hallway lockers.  
   
Homework and how you can help your child 
One area that, if not consistent, can be a major cause of poor marks is homework and 
studying.  How can parents help?  Here are a few suggestions.  

• Ask your child to show you their classes Google Classroom.  All classes have 
created one.  There you will find all your child’s assignments as well as what 
work they are doing in class.  Please ask your child to show you how they 
access these sites. 

• Read directions with your child to help them get started or check over a math 
problem after they are completed.  

• Ask to see the notes your child took while reading a chapter or help review work 



 
 

in science or social.  
• Supervise what your child is learning.  Children are more likely to complete 

assignments successfully when they are monitored.  
  
Terry Fox Run  
SJT will have its annual Terry Fox Run on Thursday, September 22nd during our ILearn 
morning.  This marks the start of our ILearn Thursdays where students choose what 
sessions they want to attend in the morning.  Students will commemorate Terry Fox’s 
Marathon of Hope and raise money for cancer research.  Your support is appreciated.  
 
Triton’s Cove (Concession) – opens September 16th 
SJT offers a variety of items for students to purchase at lunch. There is a daily hot lunch 
as well, however, only a limited number of these lunches are brought in per day to 
avoid unnecessary waste. As a result, students are encouraged to always bring a lunch 
from home and buy a hot lunch at the Cove as an occasional treat.  Please note that most 
students do not buy from the concession on a daily basis.  Most families opt for the 
healthier and less expensive option of “lunch from home.” The school provides 
microwaves for students to heat lunches if necessary as well as hot water for soup! 
  
School speed zone  
Please be advised that all streets near playgrounds and schools in Edmonton are now 
school zones. Please watch for the school zone signs as well as the stop signs. The police 
do random checks throughout the year. We all want our children to be safe and we 
don’t want you to be caught with an unfortunate traffic ticket.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


